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SUBMITTED TO OUCQA FOR INFORMATION – Feb 26, 2026
APPROVED BY TRENT UNIVERSITY’S SENATE COMMITTEE – October 14, 2025
FINAL ASSESSMENT REPORT
Executive Summary
Cyclical Program Review

	Degree Program:
	Master of Science and Doctor of Philosophy in Materials Science

	Components: 
	

	Dean:
	Dr. Ken Wilson, Ontario Tech University
Dr. Sarah West, Trent University

	Date:
	August 2025



Under the Ontario Tech and Trent Institutional Quality Assurance Processes (IQAP) and the Ontario Quality Assurance Framework (QAF), all programs are subject to a comprehensive review at least/at minimum every eight years to ensure that they continue to meet provincial quality assurance requirements and to support their ongoing rigour and coherence.
In academic years 2021-2023 a program review was scheduled for Master of Science and Doctor of Philosophy in Materials Science programs. This is the second program review for this program. A timeline of the review is provided below.
 
	Program Review Timeline
	Date

	Program Review start date:
	December 15, 2021

	Self-Study submitted/approved:
	November 22, 2024

	Site Visit:
	January 21-22, 2025

	External Reviewers Report received:
	February 27, 2025

	Program Response received:
	March 17, 2025

	Decanal Response received:
	April 23, 2025



In the self-study, the reviewers were asked to investigate faculty renewal opportunities to ensure that both institutions are able to participate in the interdisciplinary program with representatives from the core disciplines, address ongoing challenges with MTSC 6010H/G: The Chemistry and Physics of Materials, and ensure competitive financial support for students through balanced institutional and supervisor contributions.
The external reviewers commended the Program for its research impact, committed faculty, strong infrastructure, coordinated teaching, and history of enriching student engagement. Areas of improvement identified by the external reviewers included cross-institutional coordination, unclear administrative processes, and lack of program identity among students.
The review consisted of two external reviewers. During the virtual site visit, the reviewers met with members of the Internal Assessment Team, Faculty, Staff and Students from both institutions and the following individuals:

Ontario Tech University:
Dr. Lori Livingston, Provost & VP Academic
Dr. Ken Wilson, Dean - Faculty of Science
Dr. Sean Forrester, Associate Dean of Science
Dr. Joe Stokes, Acting Dean - School of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies
Dr. Franco Gaspari, Chair of Internal Assessment Team

Trent University:
Dr. Michael Khan, Provost
Dr. Sarah West, Dean of Science
Dr. Sanela Martic, Associate Dean of Science
Dr. Craig Brunetti, Dean of Graduate Studies
Dr. Suzanne Bailey, Associate Dean of Graduate Studies
Dr. Andrew Vreugdenhil, Program Director

The external reviewers identified six recommendations to improve the program including strengthening student experience and program effectiveness by improving communication through regular workshops, streamlining administrative processes, expanding funding opportunities, increasing curriculum flexibility, and engaging alumni to support recruitment and retention. The prioritized list of recommendations is available in the Implementation Plan.
A Final Assessment Report (FAR) has been prepared to synthesize the reports and recommendations resulting from the review, identifying the strengths of the program as well as the opportunities for program improvement and enhancement. The Implementation Plan (IP) presents a timeline of the follow-up and resource requirements addressing the recommendations from the external reviewers’ report. Both documents, accompanied by this Executive Summary (ES), are subject to approval according to each university’s approval processes.
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	Document(s)
	Type of review
	Date

	OTU Faculty Council
	IP
	Feedback
	May 6, 2025

	OTU Resource Committee
	IP
	Resource review
	May 13, 2025

	Trent CPRC
	FAR, ES, IP
	Review
	September 17, 2025

	OTU USC/GSC
	FAR, ES, IP
	Approval
	September 23, 2025

	Trent Provost
	FAR, ES, IP
	Approval
	

	Quality Council
	FAR, ES, IP
	QAF requirement
	

	OTU Academic Council
	ES, IP
	For information
	

	Trent Senate
	ES, IP
	For Information
	

	OTU Board of Governors
	ES, IP
	For information
	

	OTU Corporate Website
	ES, IP
	QAF requirement
	

	Trent Corporate Website
	ES, IP
	QAF requirement
	



Due Date for 18-Month Follow-up Report:	October 19, 2026

Date of Next Cyclical Review:	2029-2031
Timeframe for associated site visit:	Winter 2030
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