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Why is Trent updating the 2002 Nature Areas Stewardship Plan?

The 2002 Nature Areas Stewardship Plan is out-of-date and needs to 
be updated to reflect:

In some areas, boundaries for the Nature Areas need to reflect ‘on the 
ground’ feature limits (e.g. Nassau Mills Wetland complex addition and 
location), or more accurate property limits.

An action-forward plan is needed to address concerns such as 
invasive species, habitat loss, fragmentation, biodiversity and Species 
at Risk, negative impact of dogs, and areas of overuse.

Continued protection and preservation of the Nature Areas is 
important to all and is in the best interest of the University.

We seek to integrate Indigenous Traditional Knowledge and 
Indigenous values in the Plan. 

What do the vision and goals mean for the Trent Nature Areas?

The Trent Lands and Nature Areas Plan commits to maintaining 60% 
of the Symons Campus as Nature Areas and green spaces and the 
Plan upholds this commitment. 

The Trent Nature Areas establishes a place where Species at Risk thrive 
in a healthy and safe habitat, and where learning about the environment 
is a priority. 

Implementation of the Trent Nature Areas Stewardship Plan will be a 
source for student experiential learning, research, and engagement 
with the Michi Saagiig community.

What initiatives are being undertaken to implement the Plan?

Monitoring wetland health is a priority (some work is already 
underway) as is enhancing habitat for species at risk.

Education will be enhanced through interpretive signage 
about the natural heritage features and Indigenous Traditional 
Knowledge and uses of the land. 

Why is the experimental farm in the Wildlife Sanctuary?

Agricultural uses are maintained where they are already present 
in the Nature Areas (Wildlife Sanctuary), as they represent 
habitat diversity and support Species at Risk. The Trent Farms 
are proposed to move south of Pioneer Road onto existing active, 
leased farmland, evolving farming on these lands to a more 
sustainable model that contributes to biodiversity.

THE TRENT NATURE AREAS 

The Trent Nature Areas are a vital part of the University’s 
commitment to preserving and honouring the natural world around 
us. A Stewardship Plan (2002) was created to guide actions that 
assist in achieving the goals of environmental stewardship. Trent 
has made it a priority to update the Stewardship Plan as part of the 
Trent Lands and Nature Areas Plan (TLNAP) (2020) process. 

THE GUIDING VISION 

The Trent Nature Areas will encourage, inspire, and demonstrate 
environmental stewardship, serve as places that preserve our 
natural heritage, contribute to research and learning from the 
land, and build life-long appreciation for and relationships with 
the natural world. They are a vital asset to the campus, community, 
and regional ecosystem. 

THE DETAILS

The updated Trent Nature Areas Stewardship Plan Part III (2020) 
presents four management categories along with guidelines on 
appropriate uses within the Nature Areas.  The Plan recommends a 
campus-wide systems-based approach to increase diversity of habitat 
and species and supplements the Nature Areas with green spaces 
across campus that target biodiversity goals.   

For background information on the Trent Nature Areas:  For the vision and goals and what shaped them: For actions and direction:
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OUR STARTING POINT WHERE ARE WE HEADED? HOW DO WE GET THERE?
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reaffirms the importance of the Nature Areas

expands them by +13 hectares (32 acres)

prioritizes actions to increase ecosystem health
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Boundary modifications 
and locations of Natural 
Area expansions

For summary sheets that outline 
species and habitats present in 
each of the Nature Areas

For existing feature 
and agricultural 
field limits

For findings from public 
engagement regarding value 
of the Trent Nature Areas

For evolution of the Nature 
Areas and the University’s 
commitment to Stewardship

For recommendations based 
on natural heritage study to 
help shape Stewardship Plan

For the updated vision and 
goals of the Nature Areas 
Stewardship Plan

Comprehensive 
implementation 
plans

Targets and 
metrics for 
restoration

Permitted uses 
for management 
categories
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