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I’m Leo Groarke, the President of Trent University: 
 
Today City Council considers a motion to approve a Master Plan for the Trent Research 
Park. Trent supports this motion as a positive step toward a better economy and new 
jobs for Peterborough; as a way to make our university better for our students; and as a 
contribution to an environmentally more sustainable future. 
 
The path that we are on today began with Trent’s agreement to give 23 acres of land to 
the city to build an arena to serve North Peterborough. We have agreed to provide an 
additional 85 acres of former farmland for a research park that will be managed by the 
city, and have contributed $2 million to support its infrastructure. We have agreed that 
early revenue generated should be primarily directed to cover the city’s investment 
installing services to the park. 
 
Trent is committed to working with the Conservation Authority and local indigenous 
communities in the development of the park, to ensure that the park is ready for tenants 
who have important timelines. We have one confirmed tenant and are in discussions 
with other companies and a start-up interested in the park. 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 

I’m Neil Emery, the Vice-President of Research at Trent: 
 
We live in a world of environmental challenges. This is one of the key reasons for 

creating a Research Park which will have as its focus environmentally beneficial 

technologies – in industry terms, clean technology, described by the public as “green 

technology”. 

Successful technology parks must have an area of strength or a focus area which helps 

them attract companies to the Park. The Green Technology Trent will emphasize is 

linked to Trent’s expertise in environmental research. Our faculty, our laboratories, and 

most importantly, our students will provide the talent needed. They will attract 

companies to the Park, and support start-up companies such as Noblegen. 



Globally, there is a pressing need to support developments that emit less greenhouse 

gases, eliminate toxins that are harmful to ecosystem and human health, and provide 

sufficient supplies of healthy foods for a growing world population. Trent has strong 

research in all three areas.  

Clean technology is globally a diverse, multi-segmented, multi-trillion dollar, market 

dominated by low-carbon energy production. We look forward to making it a key 

component of the Peterborough economy.  

 
________________________________________________ 
 

I’m Julie Davis, the Vice-President of External Relations and Advancement at Trent 

University: 
 
Trent has a commitment to transparent communication and consultations on this and 
other land development projects. The present project is founded on the 2006 Master 
Plan for the Trent lands. It was based on internal and external consultations that 
involved hundreds of stakeholders, agencies, and community members. One of the 
major features of this plan was a decision to dedicate almost 50% of our lands as nature 
areas. In 2013 we updated the land plans after further consultations. Over the past year 
we have hosted two open public sessions on current developments; two sessions for 
students and others who wanted additional information; two open Board meetings; and 
many meetings with interested stakeholders. Our public sessions have been advertised 
in local newspapers; around campus; with hand delivered invitations to local 
neighbours; with emails; and on our website. The sessions have been well attended. 
 
The City of Peterborough has completed environmental studies and assessments on 
such issues as species at risk, tree inventories, storm water management, and soil 
testing. Trent hosts a comprehensive website on the Trent Lands and the Research 
Park which links to the results of these studies and the presentations made in the public 
sessions. 
 
Trent is working with the Ontario Region Conservation Authority and MNR to ensure 
protection of the environment throughout these developments. The Trent park is large 
by research park standards and can readily accommodate increased setbacks and 
other measures that might be needed. 
__________________________________________________ 
 

I’m Dawn Lavell-Harvard, the Director of the First Peoples House of Learning at Trent 

University, and a member of the Wikwemikong First Nation and Anishnawbek Nation: 
 
Guided by best practice examples, and the consultation protocols of the Williams Treaty 
First Nations, I am leading a four-person delegation from Trent University which is 
consulting with local First Nations to fulfill our legal obligations, and with Metis and 



Urban Indigenous communities. Our team is advised by Elder Doug Williams of the 
Mississauga Nation. 
  
Trent is committed to local Indigenous knowledge, and is encouraging genuine and 
meaningful conversations about the development of the Research Park. Engagement is 
being conducted in a culturally appropriate and respectful manner, in dialogue with local 
Anishnawbeg First Nations including Curve Lake, Hiawatha, Alderville and Scugog, and 
with the Mohawks of the Bay of Quinte in Tyendinaga. In order to ensure a broad scope 
of input we have engaged representatives of urban Indigenous community such as the 
local Metis Council, and Friendship Center (currently rescheduling Native Women’s 
Center). Secondary meetings are scheduled for August. 
  
In advance of our primary consultation meetings, community representatives receive 
details on our project. Land consultations have highlighted the need to protect 
waterways; species at risk; phase two of the Archeological study; and the recognition of 
the Traditional territory of the local Mississauga First Nation. Communities have asked 
us to consciously create room for Indigenous partnerships in the areas of employment, 
research, and in future developments, and to include Indigenous content in the naming 
of greenspaces and roadways. 
 
The response has been largely positive, based on the understanding that we need to 
take advantage of important opportunities for the incorporation of the outcomes of this 
consultation process. 
  
Input from the community visits will be part of a draft discussion paper presented at the 
concluding symposium on September 15, where Indigenous Leadership and community 
members will have the opportunity to dialogue and provide final comments. The final 
consultation report will synthesize consultation meeting notes, discussion 
points/themes, symposium findings and recommendations on protocol for consultations 
to be accessed for future projects. We are comfortable that approval of the Master Plan 
will not preclude the incorporation of feedback from these sessions.  


