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During November 2012, students, staff, faculty, alumni, local residents and the broader 
community were invited to provide input in the first of three rounds of consultation on the 
Trent Lands Plan. Feedback was collected through a roving information booth on 
campus, focus group sessions for the campus community, a public session at the Holiday 
Inn and online vehicles. More than 150 people participated in these feedback forums. A 
summary of their feedback is listed below. The documents used in the consultation 
sessions are available at: trentu.ca/trentlandsplan. 
 
Principles  
 
General comments as well as specific feedback on the seven principles from the 2006 
Endowment Master Plan: 
 

• Retain ownership of the land where possible; maximize revenue from sale or lease 
• Maintain influence over developments when land is leased or sold 
• Developments should link to and advance the academic mission and enhance 

student life  
• Build on Trent’s strengths to enhance our reputation; eg water quality, 

environmental concern 
• Respect the roots – both indigenous and original land owners; respect and 

acknowledge our heritage and history 
• Strengthen community connections through any developments; complement the 

downtown, serve the common good, be a good neighbor and community 
partner 

• Protect and enhance the nature areas 
• “Green” sustainable practices in all developments, ensure net environmental 

gain; practice integrated watershed management; renewable power in all 
developments 

• Enhance accessibility; ensure developments are serviced by GO Bus and city 
transit; pedestrian and cyclists as priorities 

• Seek innovative public-private partnerships; partnerships with the City, County 
and other institutions 

• Ensure we are planning in step with the city – transportation, trails etc 
• Plan for future expansion 
• Stewardship plan for the long, long term – 200 years 
• Ensure development plans are based on  needs and market assessments 
• Complement the surroundings; better utilize the waterfront as an asset 
• Clarify what is meant by “connectivity” 
• The words “students” and “community” need to appear in the principles 
• Nothing in the existing principles says why we are doing this 
• Ensure transparency in process and decision-making 

 
 
 



 
 
Possibilities: 
 
Academic and Research-Focused: 
 
Ideas that build on and support academic and research priorities: 

• Greenhouse, gardens and nursery for plant cultivation 
• Farm for rare breeds of plants and animals; support sustainable agriculture 

program, forensics, biology, ecological restoration; urban agriculture 
• Lands for traditional First nations teaching practices 
• Ponds for biology, fish studies, water quality 
• Experiential learning sustainable village 
• Turtle Trauma Centre  
• Nursing home or seniors’ complex linking with Nursing program 
• Innovation cluster for NGOs 
• Research Park linked to academic programs at Trent 

 
Student, Staff, Faculty Services: 

 
Basic commercial amenities and services to support student, staff and faculty needs 
within walking distance, as well as local residents, were frequently mentioned: 

• Bank 
• Pharmacy 
• Hair Dresser 
• Grocery store 
• Local shops 
• Cafes 
• Sit-down restaurants; Restaurant with food grown on campus 
• Pub 
• Health services e.g. clinic, dentist 

 
Considering housing needs, the following comments were expressed: 

• Single-room student residences to appeal to students as well as visitors in the 
summer months 

• Eco-village 
• Apartment style residences for mature students 

 
Other uses for the lands to support Trent internal community needs included gathering 
spaces to promote informal interaction, larger meeting and lecture halls, a facility to hold 
convocation in case of rain, outdoor recreation area for students that could include 
things like bike trails, ropes courses, and telecommunications infrastructure. 
 
Community uses: 
 
Many recognized this space has potential for many community spaces and that the link 
to the University was very appropriate. These ideas primarily built on the natural spaces 
and beautiful location of Trent: 

• Conference Centre 
• Community Gardens 
• Environmental Education Centre 
• Farmers Market 



• Natural Burial Grounds 
• Performing Arts space 
• Artist retreat centre 
• Junior & Elementary school 
• Repurpose Orange Lodge/ historical role 

 
Recreational ideas included: 

• Community Arena 
• Accessible boardwalk through the Nature Areas 
• More cycling trails; complete bike path 
• Outdoor recreation area e.g. including ropes course 
• Trail from Trent to downtown 

 
Ideas to provide cultural space for the Trent and broader community include: 

• First Nations history museum 
• Cultural centre (ie Banff Centre) 
• Canoe Museum near the water 
• Interpretive centre for the nature areas 

 
General Development Ideas: 
 

• Reduce surface parking lots and replace with structured parking to make more 
room for development 

• Green roofs on all new buildings 
• Rooftop gardens 
• LEED standard buildings (or equivalent) 
• All power should be passive – model of sustainability; develop our own power 
• Development should be diverse and accommodate all age groups 
• Urban/common/public spaces that are multi-use 
• Allocate a small percentage of all revenues to maintaining the nature areas 
• Solar panels/ solar farm 

 
 
Concerns and Cautions: 
 

• Impact on nature areas 
• Be visionary but stay within grasp; ensure feasibility and properly assess revenue 
• Need to resource this effort rather than take away from academic focus 
• Consider ongoing funding needs are built into assumptions  e.g. nature areas rely 

upon donations to be maintained 
• Traffic and access – especially East Bank 
• Be focused on the long term; not short term reactionary; maximize revenue 
• Consider impact on the downtown 
• How do non-academic uses enhance the academic mission? 
• Concerned about corporate presence; big box stores 
• Need local infrastructure to support developments 
• Will these developments be sustainable year round – both weather impact in the 

winter, and summer slow down 
• Need a bigger buffer zone around the river, neighbours and roads 

 
 
	  


