
CONTACT US
Laurie Collette
lauriecollette@trentu.ca for 
information on upcoming events, 
social media, marketing and gen-
eral inquiries about the Centre 
for Teaching and Learning.

Robyne Hanley-Dafoe 
robynehanley@trentu.ca for 
any  questions regarding learning 
outcomes, program review and 
development support and one to 
one teaching consultations.

Adam Guzkowski 
adamguzkowski2@trentu.ca with 
any inquiries about the showcase 
series, teaching fellowships, and 
teaching awards, both internal and 
external to Trent.
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Cathy Bruce
cathybruce@trentu.ca
Director of the Centre for 
Teaching Learning, Cathy leads a 
dedicated and ambitious team to 
move learning forward.
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PROFESSIONAL LEARNING 
EVENTS

Information on past, present, and future Centre for Teaching and Learning projects, as well as details about teaching 
awards, teaching fellowships, and the showcase series, can be found on our website: www.trentu.ca/teaching

TEACHING SPA
The inaugural Teaching Spa took place on May 8th, and was attended by 
over 30 instructors, lab demonstrators, workshop leaders, and teaching 
assistants. The event was designed as an opportunity for those involved 
with first year courses to come together to exchange knowledge, ideas, 
and shared experiences on their teaching practices and to refresh their 
syllabi and courses at the close of the academic year in preparation for the 
upcoming fall term.

Setting the tone for the day participants were led through a 15-minute yoga 
awakening and rejuvenating exercise, clearing their minds and preparing 
them for a day of learning. Following this, a psychologist and yoga and 
meditation instructor spoke about work life balance and effectively manag-
ing stress and all the challenges that our busy lives throw at us. 

Throughout the day, participants engaged in interactive learning on various 
topics in sessions presented by CTL Director Cathy Bruce and Educational 
Developer Robyne Hanley-Dafoe. Topics included assessment, teaching 
efficacy, student engagement, and scholarship of teaching and learning. 
Group activities resulted in productive sharing of common challenges and 
successes in the classroom.  

The Peterborough Golf & Country Club provided the ideal setting to host 
this event with a beautiful, peaceful natural setting offering wholesome, 
healthy food to complement the day. Special activities like mini massages 
and a putting contest took place during the noon hour to break up this full 
day of collaborative and shared teaching and learning.

The Centre for Teaching and Learning offered a 
wide array of Professional Learning opportunities for 
instructors and graduate students during the winter 
term and into the spring. Instructors and graduate 
students alike took advantage of  these excellent op-
portunities to come together, learn from each other, 
and further enhance their teaching practices. 

Sessions included Integrating Indigenous 
Knowledge into the Academy with Dan Longboat, 
Critical Thinking about Critical Thinking with Joel 
Baetz, and a meeting of first year 
instructors.

Another well attended session was one offered in 
partnership with the Office of Research and 
Innovation. This session, facilitated by Cathy Gates, 
Director of the Office of Research and Innovatio, 
with the help of Cathy Bruce, Director of the CTL, 
and Paul Wilson, Associate Professor in Biology, 
provided an overview of the application process for 
SSHRC and NSERC grants and gave attendees tips 
for submitting successful applications. 

We are grateful to the many volunteers for the time 
and effort they gave to facilitate these sessions for 
the Trent community!

Three new Trent Teaching Fellowships have been awarded this past summer to Nadine Changfoot, Michael Hickson, and 
Carolyn Kay. During her fellowship, Nadine Changfoot will focus on guiding student creation of critical content for Wikipedia in 
progressively designed assignments of complexity in courses at the upper year undergraduate and graduate level, in a range of 
subject areas within critical disability studies. Michael Hickson will focus his work on developing a set of best practices for 
delivering case-based courses in applied ethics, as well as on developing strategies for incorporating current events from the 
news into case-based pedagogy. Carolyn Kay will focus on designing and measuring approaches to teaching the history of 
genocide, with a particular emphasis on utilizing new methods of learning, teaching, and evaluation, while simultaneously 
working to better understand factors that impact student anxiety in the course of learning difficult subject matter. The CTL 
looks forward to working with and supporting the three new Teaching Fellows!

TEACHING FELLOWS 2017-2020
WATCHShowcase and Award videos on our YouTube Channel
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ROBERT LONEY
Providing expertise in practical 
applications of environmental 

techniques
 

Applying his technical and 
organizational acumen, Robert 

Loney helps to administer classes, 
produce course materials, 

organize and maintain equipment, 
and deliver graphical and 

computer support. As part of the 
teaching team for courses such as 

Cases in Environmental Science 
and Studies and Introduction to 

Geographical Information Systems, 
Robert helps students learn the 

knowledge and skills that will allow 
them to engage with complex 
environmental problems with a 
sense of hope and confidence.

MICHAEL HICKSON
Combining classical and 
innovative pedagogies

 
Sharing his passion for learning 

with his students, Michael Hickson 
fosters dialogue and debate as a 

part of the enriching experience of 
engaging with authors from past 
ages. Using current events and 
a case-based approach as ways 
of teaching moral principles and 

ethical theories, Michael facilitates 
students gaining informed 

judgements about what’s going on 
in the world and a desire 
to do something about it.

JESSICA RANDALL
Continuing a legacy of exemplary 

teaching and learning
 

Acknowledging the outstanding 
History teachers she has had in high 

school and university, Jessica 
Randall looks forward to bringing 
similar inspiration and creativity 
to the classrooms of the future. 

Recognizing the many positive ways 
she has learned and changed over 
her time at Trent, Jessica credits 

faculty, staff, and peers for having 
supported and nurtured her growth 

and success.
 

SHOWCASES
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In early April we were thrilled to learn that 
Erin Hayward, an Environmental and Life 
Sciences graduate student, was named as 
one of ten 3M National Student Fellows.  
Teaching Awards Coordinator Adam 
Guzkowski supported Erin in her 
application which highlighted her many 
contributions to developing healthy and 
vibrant communities at Trent and in the 
Peterborough region.

Information on past, present, and future Centre for Teaching and Learning projects, as well as details about teaching 
awards, teaching fellowships, and the showcase series, can be found on our website: www.trentu.ca/teaching.

WATCHShowcase and Award videos on our YouTube Channel 3M STUDENT FELLOW
NATIONAL 
AWARD
RECIPIENT

Erin was honored with her award at STLHE 
Conference in Halifax, Nova Scotia, June 2017
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TEACHING AWARDS
The 2017 teaching award recipients were honoured for their achievements at a special celebration on March 20th in the Great Hall of 
Champlain College. Over 100 attendees were treated to delicious hors d’oeuvres, background music provided by a Trent 
student, complimentary mini bottles of maple syrup and engaging words by emcee and Provost and Vice President Academic Jackie 
Muldoon.  President Leo Groarke and Warden Joe Taylor offered opening remarks.  Award recipients were introduced by colleagues 
from Trent and were presented with a framed certificate and a gift bag containing items donated by various departments at Trent.

DEBORAH KENNETT
Psychology

Symons Award for Excellence 
in Teaching

“Importantly, I want to thank 
the students. Watching them 
successfully persevere with 
academic challenges and 

intellectually mature has been 
immensely satisfying.” 

JANE MACKIE
Nursing

Award for Educational 
Leadership & Innovation

“Supporting student learning 
and development is my passion. 

To receive this acknowledge-
ment from the Trent community 

is a real honour.”

CARLA IONESCU
Ancient Greek & Roman Studies

CUPE 3908-1 Award for 
Excellence in Teaching

“I promise to continue working 
hard to improve the learning 
experience in the classroom, 
and do my best to share my 

passion for history and 
archaeology with my students.”

MIKE PERRY
Canadian Studies

Award for Excellence in 
Teaching Assistance

“To me, teaching is about rela-
tionships; caring about people 
and wanting them to learn and 
succeed. I learn from students 
all the time. Teaching comes 
with a duty to make learning 

fun, challenging and 
meaningful.”

CELEBRATING HISTORY AT TRENT
The Centre for Teaching and Learning was pleased to partner 
with the History department to bring renowned Canadian 
historian and Trent alumnus Tim Cook to Trent. Cook spoke to 
local high school students about Vimy Ridge and the History of 
Canada as a special Canada 150 event.  

THE BRIDGE
We are pleased to have collaborated with many departments 
to offer the Bridge program for the first time to first year Trent 
students. This transitional program to university, spanning 3 
weeks in August, gives students the opportunity to experience 
university-level teaching and learning while completing two 
half credits towards their degree.

TEAM INNOVATION AWARD
The Centre for Teaching and Learning staff were honoured to be chosen as one of two departments (along with the 
Housing department) to receive the inaugural Team Innovation Award at the Heart of Trent event in May.  It was tremendous 
to be recognized for our innovative methods of enhancing the Trent experience, our excellence in relation to productivity 
and services, and our work in supporting faculty in advancing their teaching practices

The Centre for Teaching and Learning is a university-wide service that works to enhance and celebrate the 
excellent teaching and learning that takes place at Trent University.

trentu.ca/teaching/awards-fellowships

trentu.ca/thebridge


