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Professor Dan Longboat presented his strategies and beliefs for creating a more 
student-focused atmosphere allowing for a more engaged learning to take place.   
 
Traditional teaching follows a much different format than indigenous teaching. 
Indigenous is more integrated, engaging the entire student and can use various 
learning types including visual, auditory or through experience.  Indigenous 
teaching is a transformational process that students go through which is described 
as “heart knowledge”.  Everything we see within the world is interconnected and 
works to promote life.  Indigenous knowledge is shared with humans all across the 
world, encompassing values of respect, sharing, sense of connection and purpose.  
 
Professor Longboat believes it is a privilege and a responsibility to be a teacher.  
Here are some important and key aspects to engaged teaching: 

• engagement and relationship building between the student and teacher  
• providing opportunities for students to reflect on what they are learning, 

what it means to them and how it helps them  
• Operate or teach at a different level where students are not just regurgitating 

memorized information.  
• Creating connections for students helps to put meaning behind concepts and 

personzlizes the learning. 
• Learning has to be impactful to the student which will make them remember 

it and see the value in it. 
• Not just what we teach but how we teach it is important.  For example, a 

student will remember an image or a picture described much better than a 
paragraph full of text.  Teaching has to go well beyond the text. 

• Determine where the student is, then make the connection to what you want 
to teach them; essentially like a translation. 

 
“Gift actualization” defined as where teachers need to accentuate the gifts of the 
students.  His goal is to create fully engaged and life long learners who have the 
capacity to go out and change the world.  
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