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Emerging from the destruction that has occurred is the use of aboriginal knowledge 
and indigenous ideas for the foundation of reconstruction process, particularly in 
the areas of health, child welfare, education, economies and politics.  Reorientation 
of the way we teach to a way that contributes to aboriginal society is needed and 
building a curriculum that presents and explores.  
 
Indigenous Knowledge (IK) is taught by elders, is oral teachings and involves 
reflective and experiential teaching all with a spiritual component. Indigenous 
thought is taught by conventional faculty, based on written literature and explores, 
explains and interprets indigenous knowledge. 
 
Anthropologists and archeologists play a key role in the translation and recording a 
lot of indigenous history. Indigenous research combines social science, humanities & 
indigenous research methods.  Three paths have been developed to tenure which 
include: conventional scholar, traditional INDG scholar (elder) – adopted tenure 
criteria and dual tradition scholar. 
 
Distinguishing between Teaching IK and Teaching ABOUT IK is important. Teaching 
IK is hard to define, it requires elders, involves experiential and reflective methods 
and practica.  Teaching ABOUT IK requires knowledge from conventional faculty, 
uses conventional methods such as essays, papers, oral presentations and videos.  
 
Elders, who are not academically trained, expect students to discover something 
whereas students are looking for answers.  They teach an Indigenous Methods 
course where students are asked to interpret stories. Students need help to adjust to 
a new way of learning. 
 
It is impossible to teach IK without spirituality.  Spirituality is not a religion.  
Ceremony is a form of spiritual practice.  Ceremonies, create a visible ethical 
community of practice and are available to students (but are not a requirement).  
Founding a program on IK changes the dynamics of a department or program.  The 
level of cohesiveness that happens within a department is profound. 
 
Curriculum is being adjusted to reflect more land-based pedagogies ie. Petroglyphs, 
ricing, maple sugar/syrup. 
 
The First People’s House of Learning and Indigenous Studies operates a traditional 
teaching program on a yearly basis involving traditional teachers and elders which 
can be included on a student’s co-curricular record.  This program includes weekly 



talks by traditional teachers, a visiting elder program, a cultural advisor & counselor 
that is available to anyone, a traditional area, tipi, fire keepers and the sweat lodge. 
 
David teaches about IK and a large component to his class is "Learning how to read 
the world”.  In the first couple of weeks, students watch videos on introducing them 
to IK, followed by brief presentations on what they know on IK.  A “what a friend 
wants to know”, type presentation. IK is key in the business world; talking to those 
at the board table should be done in the same way you would talk to family at the 
dining table. Look at social phenomenon in 4 ways– mentally, spiritually, physically 
and emotionally.  
 
David uses the “statement of contribution” in all his classes.  He believes that as a 
student you are being given a gift which is mutually beneficial. Ie.  How did you help 
your colleague to learn? This is based upon indigenous political ideal of reciprocity 
& mutual benefit.  It helps them think about the way they will act as they go forward 
as a manager in life.  
 
“Statement of learning” asks “What have you learned and how does it affect your 
behavior?”  The true test of IK is “Does it help you to survive?  Does it help you to be 
of good mind?” 
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