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21 ■Ancient Greek & Roman Studies

trentu.ca/agrs

Program Coordinator 
H. Elton, BA (Sheffield), DPhil (Oxford)

Associated Faculty
R. Fitzsimons, Anthropology; G. Kovacs, English Literature; J. P. Moore, Anthropology; 
B. Stoyles, Philosophy

Classics is the study of the ancient Greek and Roman cultures (ca. 3000 BCE–641 CE), the two 
intertwined civilizations that lie at the root of modern Western culture. Figures of myth, great 
leaders, creators of profoundly moving poetry and drama, great philosophers and artists who 
produced some of the world’s most exquisite art and architecture—from Homer to Alexander the 
Great, from Julius Caesar to Constantine and beyond—the legacies of these individuals have deeply 
influenced many later ages and are still highly relevant today. We have more evidence about the 
Greeks and Romans than most other early cultures: poetry, plays, novels, prose treatises, histories, 
vases, sculpture, architecture, inscriptions, and papyri. At Trent, students can study ancient literature 
in all its forms, the history of Greece and Rome, art history and archaeology (including ancient 
Egypt), myth and religion, women in antiquity, philosophy, and classical languages (Latin and classical 
Greek).

Notes
• For the purposes of University regulations concerning the maximum number of credits in a single 

discipline (13.0 for Honours, 8.0 for General), all AHCL, GREK, and LATN credits are counted 
toward the Ancient Greek & Roman Studies degree.

• Senior seminar courses are offered according to faculty availability. Students may take more than 
one such course in one year or in their overall program.

• Reading courses may be offered according to faculty availability. Interested students should 
consult with the program before the first week of classes. Students may take more than one such 
course in their overall program.

• Students may also study Mediterranean archaeology in field school courses offered by other 
Canadian and non-Canadian universities for credit on a Letter of Permission, with program 
approval.

• For the Archaeology program, see p. 40. For the Option in Linguistics, see p. 410; for the 
Option in Pre-modern Studies, see p. 416; for the Option in Theatre Studies, see p. 418.

• Students considering graduate work in Ancient Greek & Roman Studies are strongly advised to 
include as many credits in Greek and Latin as possible in their program, to begin the study of 
German and French as undergraduates, and to consult with the program coordinator.

Bachelor of Arts Program in Ancient Greek & Roman Studies
• In addition to the program requirements listed below, students must satisfy the University degree 

requirements (see p. 14).
• The same course may not simultaneously satisfy the requirements of both programs in a joint-

major degree.
• AHCL 2102H or AHCL 2105H can be substituted for AHCL 2103H; AHCL 2301H or AHCL 2302H 

can be substituted for AHCL 2303H.

http://trentu.ca/agrs
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The single-major Honours program. 20.0 credits including the following 9.0 credits:
– 1.0 AHCL credit consisting of AHCL 2103H and 2303H
– 0.5 AHCL credit from AHCL 2205H or 2206H
– 0.5 AHCL credit from AHCL 4001H, 4002H, or 4003H
– 4.0 AHCL, GREK, and/or LATN credits at the 3000 level or beyond in addition to the above 
– 1.0 AHCL, GREK, and/or LATN credit at the 2000 level or beyond in addition to the above 
– 2.0 AHCL, GREK, and/or LATN credits in addition to the above

The joint-major Honours program. 20.0 credits including the following 7.0 credits:
– 1.0 AHCL credit consisting of AHCL 2103H and 2303H
– 0.5 AHCL credit from AHCL 2205H or 2206H
– 0.5 AHCL credit from AHCL 4001H, 4002H, or 4003H
– 2.0 AHCL, GREK, and/or LATN credits at the 3000 level or beyond in addition to the above 
– 1.0 AHCL, GREK, and/or LATN credit at the 2000 level or beyond in addition to the above 
– 2.0 AHCL, GREK, and/or LATN credits in addition to the above

The single-major General program. 15.0 credits including the following 7.0 credits:
– 1.0 AHCL credit consisting of AHCL 2103H and 2303H
– 0.5 AHCL credit from AHCL 2205H or 2206H
– 2.0 AHCL, GREK, and/or LATN credits at the 3000 level or beyond in addition to the above
– 1.0 AHCL, GREK, and/or LATN credit at the 2000 level or beyond in addition to the above 
– 2.5 AHCL, GREK, and/or LATN credits in addition to the above

The joint-major General program. 15.0 credits including the following 5.0 credits:
– 1.0 AHCL credit consisting of AHCL 2103H and 2303H
– 0.5 AHCL credit from AHCL 2205H or 2206H
– 1.0 AHCL, GREK, and/or LATN credit at the 3000 level or beyond
– 2.5 AHCL, GREK, and/or LATN credits in addition to the above

The minor in Ancient Greek & Roman Studies consists of the following 5.0 credits:
– 1.0 AHCL credit consisting of AHCL 2103H and 2303H
– 0.5 AHCL credit from AHCL 2205H or 2206H
– 1.0 AHCL, GREK, and/or LATN credit at the 3000 level or beyond
– 2.5 AHCL, GREK, and/or LATN credits in addition to the above

Specialization in Greek & Latin
The Specialization in Greek & Latin is open to students who wish to pursue an increased emphasis 
on the core languages of classical archaeology, history, and literature. Most graduate programs in 
these fields require such language training. 
 In most cases, achieving the Specialization in Greek & Latin in four years is only possible if the 
student takes courses in both Greek and Latin, starting at least one language in the first year. The 
availability of the Specialization in Greek and Latin, and of Greek and Latin courses beyond the 
2000 level, is subject to program staffing conditions. Interested students should consult the program 
coordinator of Ancient Greek & Roman Studies as early as possible.
 Students who have fulfilled the requirements for a single- or joint-major degree in Ancient Greek 
& Roman Studies may graduate with a Specialization in Greek & Latin if they have successfully 
completed 5.0 credits in GREK and LATN.
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Please consult the academic timetable for information on courses that will be offered in 
2019–2020, including when they will be scheduled.

 » AHCL-ANTH 1030H: Archaeology I: Accessing the Past (Sc) (see Anthropology)

 » AHCL-HIST 1100H: War in the Desert 
A study of ancient wars fought in desert conditions between the Late Bronze Age and late 
antiquity. Includes an introduction to the problems of reading primary sources, ancient military 
history, military operations in deserts, and logistics.

 » AHCL-ANTH 1200H: The Trojan War: An Epic of Archaeology 
Provides an introduction to the study of Classics through the story of the Trojan War, focusing 
on such topics as the nature of epic, the archaeology of the Bronze Age, and the reception and 
transmission of the Trojan War story in Greek art and literature. Excludes AHCL 1000Y, 1401H, 
1402H.

 » AHCL 1300H: Gods, Heroes, Monsters 
An examination of Greek and Roman myths in their cultural contexts, including the relationship 
between gods and mortals, the nature of “myth” itself, and how the stories were received and 
interpreted both in antiquity and more recently. Excludes AHCL 2350H.

 » AHCL-HIST 2051H: Early Medieval Europe, 300–1050 (see History) 

 » AHCL-HIST 2103H: Approaches to Classical Historians 
An introduction to ancient history from Archaic Greece to the late Roman Empire, examining both 
the history of this period and its construction by ancient writers. Prerequisite: 4.0 university credits. 
Excludes AHCL 2100Y, 2102H, 2105H.

 » AHCL-ANTH 2201H: Introduction to Egyptian Archaeology from the Pharaohs to the 
Romans (see Anthropology)

 » AHCL-ANTH 2205H: Archaeology and Art History of Ancient Greece (see Anthropology)

 » AHCL-ANTH 2206H: Archaeology and Art History of Ancient Rome (see Anthropology)

 » AHCL 2303H: Approaches to Classical Literature  
The literature of the ancient Greek and Romans constitutes one of the most influential set of texts 
in world history. Reaching from antiquity to the digital age, this course introduces students to core 
methodological approaches, including issues of language and translation, the textual tradition, 
and theoretical approaches. Prerequisite 4.0 university credits. Excludes AHCL 2300Y, 2301H, 
2302H.

 » AHCL 2340H: Ancient Epic 
Warfare. Exotic travel. Sometimes even love. Engaging the greatest human concerns, epic endured 
as one of the most popular poetic genres in the Greek and Roman worlds. Trace epic’s evolution 
from oral narrative to crafted literary masterpiece as we consider representative works, from 
Homer to Vergil and beyond. Prerequisite: 4.0 university credits.

 » AHCL-PHIL 2420H: Ancient Philosophy I: Pre-Socratics to Plato (see Philosophy)

 » AHCL-PHIL 2430H: Ancient Philosophy II: Aristotle and the Hellenists (see Philosophy)

 » AHCL 2510H: Olympians and Gladiators 
Explores the role of sports and competition in the ancient Greek and Roman worlds through 
engagement with the literary, artistic, and archaeological evidence for athletic and gladiatorial 
contests, their reception, and their legacy in today’s world. Prerequisite: 4.0 university credits. 
Excludes AHCL 3410H.
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 » AHCL-WMST 2520H: Women in the Ancient World, 700 BCE–600 CE 
Introduces students to the social and cultural presence, significance, and role of women in ancient 
Greece and Rome. Particular attention will be given to those few sources and evidence that offer a 
female perspective from these patriarchal societies, including literature, philosophical and medical 
treatises, law codes, and the visual arts. Prerequisite: 4.0 university credits. Excludes AHCL-WMST 
2310H, 2320H.

 » AHCL 2999H: Origins of Modern Terminology 
Introduces students to the role of ancient Greek and Latin in technical terminology and generates 
a core vocabulary of words and word parts to better comprehend complex etymologies. A 
modular approach allows students to target specific streams in science, medicine, law, and other 
fields. No prior knowledge of Greek or Latin needed. Not for credit toward a major or minor in 
Ancient Greek & Roman Studies.

 » AHCL 3100H: The Athenian Empire 
During the fifth century BCE, the Athenian Empire controlled the Aegean. This course covers 
political, economic, and intellectual developments relating to events such as the construction of 
the Parthenon and the Melian Dialogue. Prerequisite: 4.0 university credits including AHCL 2103H 
or 2105H. 

 » AHCL-HIST 3103H: Ancient Warfare 
An in-depth study of the practice of ancient warfare from the Bronze Age to the Arab Invasions. 
Themes examined for each era include logistics, recruiting, intelligence, strategy, and naval 
warfare. Prerequisite: 8.0 university credits. Excludes AHCL 3101H.

 » AHCL-HIST 3130H: The Augustan Principate and Its Origins, 44 BCE–14 CE 
A study of the political, administrative, social, and cultural history from the assassination of Julius 
Caesar to the death of Augustus, with special attention paid to the ancient sources. Prerequisite: 
4.0 university credits. Excludes AHCL 3963H.

 » AHCL 3140H: The Greek States to the End of the Persian Wars 
Examines the rise of the Greek city-states at the end of the Archaic Period (ca.700–480 BCE), 
touching upon such themes as the formation of a Greek identity; citizenship, tyranny, and 
democracy; slavery; women and patriarchy; Greek rationalism; Herodotus and the creation of 
history; and the Persian Wars. Prerequisite: 8.0 university credits including AHCL 2103H or 2105H.

 » AHCL-HIST 3171H: Alexander the Great and His Age 
Offers both a survey of the life and deeds of Alexander and an examination of the background, 
the ancient sources (studied in English), and modern assessments. Prerequisite: 4.0 university 
credits. Excludes AHCL 3170H.

 » AHCL-HIST 3180H: The Late Roman Empire, 305–ca. 600 CE 
The emergence of Christianity as the state religion under Constantine; the collapse of the Empire 
in the West and its replacement by Germanic kingdoms; the survival of the Empire in the East and 
the birth of Byzantine civilization. Prerequisite: 4.0 university credits. Excludes AHCL 3120H.

 » AHCL-ANTH-HIST 3190H: Ancient Anatolia 
A study of Anatolia in Antiquity. Topics include Lydian, Achaemenid, Seleucid, and Roman Empires, 
urbanism, roads, local languages and cultures, including Lycia, Isauria, and Pontus, as well as 
village life and cities such as Sagalassus, Ephesus, Sinop, and Euchaita. Prerequisite: 4.0 university 
credits.

 » AHCL-ANTH-HIST 3221H: State Religion in Ancient Greece & Rome (see Anthropology)

 » AHCL-ANTH-HIST 3222H: Mystery Cults and Restricted Rituals in the Ancient 
Mediterranean (see Anthropology)

 » AHCL-ANTH 3240H: Etruscan Archaeology, ca. 1000–200 BCE (see Anthropology)

 » AHCL-ANTH 3250H: Aegean Bronze Age Archaeology (see Anthropology)
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 » AHCL-ANTH 3251H: The Archaeology of Ancient Athens (see Anthropology)

 » AHCL-ANTH-HIST 3275H: Cultural Identity and Ancient North Africa (see Anthropology)

 » AHCL-WMST 3310H: Love, Sex, and Death in the Ancient World 
Ancient Greeks and Romans explored concepts of love, sexual roles, and violence through writing 
that inspires scholars and artists to this day. This course draws upon works ranging from ancient 
drama and poetry to philosophy and epitaphs in order to explore both ancient attitudes and their 
critical reception. Prerequisite: 8.0 university credits.

 » AHCL 3320H: Tragedy in the Ancient World 
A study of tragedy of the Athenian fifth century and Roman first century CE, covering the 
surviving works of Aeschylus, Sophocles, Euripides, and Seneca. Among the themes considered: 
the roles played by family, community, violence, and justice in tragedy, as well as exploration of 
notions of the “tragic.” Prerequisite: 8.0 university credits. Excludes AHCL 2300Y, 2305H.

 » AHCL 3330H: Comedy in the Ancient World 
A study of what the ancient Greeks and Romans found funny. Considers the representative 
authors of Old Comedy (Aristophanes), New Comedy (Menander), and Roman Comedy (Plautus 
and Terence). Thematic concerns may include social and political influences; ancient taboos and 
decorum; and the evolution of comedy. Prerequisite: 8.0 university credits. Excludes AHCL 2300Y, 
2305H.

 » AHCL 3351H: Romance, Fantasy, and Adventure in the Ancient World 
Did the ancients distinguish between “fiction” or “fantasy” and “non-fiction” as we do? Topics 
include the “quest theme” (Gilgamesh, Odyssey, Voyage of Argo, Lucian’s “True” History), the 
concept of Utopia (the myth of Atlantis), and stories of sex and love (Ephesian Story, Satyricon, 
Golden Ass). Prerequisite: 8.0 university credits. Excludes AHCL 3350Y.

 » AHCL-ANTH 3850Y: Field Course in Ancient Mediterranean Archaeology (Sc) (see 
Anthropology)

 » AHCL 3900Y, 3905H: Reading Course 
Provides an opportunity for more intensive or broader study of a selected topic which is pursued 
under the direction of a member of the program. Students must obtain the agreement of a faculty 
member to supervise the course. Prerequisite: 8.0 university credits including 2.0 AHCL credits, 1.0 
of which must be at the 3000 or 4000 level.

 » AHCL 4001H, 4002H: Senior Seminar 
Students gain practical experience in the processes of scholarly investigations and dissemination of 
findings by engaging in the ongoing research project of the instructor. Prerequisite: 10.0 university 
credits, including AHCL course(s) to be specified on a course-by-course basis.

 » AHCL-ANTH 4003H: Senior Seminar in Classical Archaeology (see Anthropology)

 » AHCL-ANTH 4145H: Cultural Heritage: Threats and Responses (see Anthropology)

 » AHCL-ANTH-ERSC 4180H: Collapse of Complex Societies (see Anthropology)

 » AHCL-ANTH-ERSC 4185H: Human Impact on Ancient Environments (see Anthropology)

 » AHCL-PHIL 4430H: Advanced Topics in Ancient Philosophy (see Philosophy)

 » AHCL 4900Y, 4905H: Reading Course 
Provides an opportunity for more intensive or broader study of a selected topic which is pursued 
under the direction of a member of the program. Students must obtain the agreement of a faculty 
member to supervise the course. Prerequisite: 8.0 university credits including 2.0 credits in AHCL, 
one of which must be at the 3000 or 4000 level.
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Greek and Latin Courses
 » GREK 1000H: Elementary Greek 1 

An introduction to the basic elements of classical Greek providing the fundamentals of grammar 
and vocabulary. Some easy selections of ancient Greek are read in this course. 

 » GREK 1001H: Elementary Greek 2 
A continued introduction to the basic elements of classical Greek. Some basic selections of ancient 
Greek are read in this course. Prerequisite: 60% or higher in GREK 1000H or permission of 
program. 

 » GREK 2000H: Intermediate Greek 1 
Continuation of classical Greek syntax and grammar, followed by readings from ancient authors. 
Prerequisite: 60% or higher in GREK 1001H or permission of program. 

 » GREK 2001H: Intermediate Greek 2 
Completion of classical Greek syntax and grammar, followed by readings from ancient authors. 
Prerequisite: 60% or higher in GREK 2000H or permission of program. 

 » GREK 3000H: Advanced Greek  
Furthers the study of classical Greek, involving reading, translation, analysis of original Greek texts, 
and intensive study of Greek grammatical principles. Prerequisite: At least 80% in GREK 2001H. 
Because the core texts change from year to year, students may take the course more than once 
with permission of program. Excludes GREK 3000Y, 3001H, 3002H.

 » LATN 1000H: Elementary Latin 1 
An introduction to Latin through reading and comprehension, covering Wheelock ch. 1–15. 
Special emphasis is placed on acquiring a working vocabulary and on a grasp of Latin syntax. For 
students who have little or no previous knowledge of the language but who wish to be able to 
understand “the basics.” 

 » LATN 1001H: Elementary Latin 2 
An introduction to Latin through reading and comprehension, covering Wheelock ch. 16–30. 
Special emphasis is placed on acquiring a working vocabulary and on a grasp of Latin syntax. 
Prerequisite: 60% or higher in LATN 1000H or permission of program. 

 » LATN 2000H: Intermediate Latin 1 
Wheelock ch. 31–40 followed by selections from ancient authors. Prerequisite: 60% or higher in 
LATN 1001H or permission of program. 

 » LATN 2001H: Intermediate Latin 2 
Selections from ancient authors. Prerequisite: 60% or higher in LATN 2000H or permission of 
program. 

 » LATN 3000H: Advanced Latin  
Further advances understanding of Latin through a thorough and vigorous regimen of translation, 
composition, and study of advanced grammar. Prerequisite: At least 80% in LATN 2001H. Because 
the core texts change from year to year, students may take the course more than once with 
permission of program. Excludes LATN 3000Y, 3001H, 3002H.
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