Report on 

Trent in Oshawa – Durham Region Steering Committee Meeting 

February 12, 2010
The fifth meeting of the Trent in Oshawa – Durham Region Steering Committee was held in the Simcoe Building on February 12th, 2010.

The Chair reported that at its January 29th meeting the Trent University Board of Governors had approved a significantly larger investment in the new Trent in Oshawa site than had originally been approved for phase one. As a result of the work of the Steering Committee, the needs articulated by faculty, staff, and students at various users’ groups, and enrolment projections in the Oshawa region, the decision was made to invest more heavily in the project now in order to advance the capacity to increase enrolments at Trent in Oshawa earlier than had been planned. The new project will have more classroom space (including two large lecture rooms, a wet lab, a computer lab, a library, and several classrooms of varying sizes), more student services space, the addition of an adjoining building to house faculty offices and research space as well as administrative offices, and a façade on the front to enhance the appearance of the building and to provide more student space.

Brief verbal reports were received from Associate Dean Rita Bode on behalf of the Academic Programming Working Group and from Acting Registrar and Interim Associate Vice President Student Services Meri Kim Oliver and the Student Association Vice President, Trent in Oshawa, Valerie Naylor on behalf of the Student Services Working Group.

Director of Physical Resources John Wordley reported on behalf of the Users’ Group. He reported on further discussions with the architects and discussed construction schedules. Brief reports were heard from the Library and IT. 

Senior Director, Public Affairs and Government Relations, Don Cumming reported on the government relations and communications strategies for Trent in Oshawa and shared drafts of the text for the sign to be put up at the site during the construction phase and some brochures which will soon be ready for distribution. 
Plans for another Information Session for faculty, students, staff, and families to be scheduled for later in the term were discussed. 
The Chair noted that expansion in Oshawa represents a strategic priority for Trent University, and she thanked the members of the Steering Committee for their work in laying the foundations for success. 
