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Report on 

Trent in Oshawa – Durham Region Steering Committee Meeting 

September 2nd, 2009

The third meeting of the Trent in Oshawa – Durham Region Steering Committee was held in the Simcoe Building on September 2nd, 2009.

Reports were received from the three working groups. Associate Dean Rita Bode reported on behalf of the Academic Programming Working Group. Interim Registrar and Acting Associate Vice President Student Affairs Meri Kim Oliver reported on behalf of the Student Services Working Group. Vice President Don O’Leary and Director of Physical Resources John Wordley reported on behalf of the Infrastructure Working Group.

The Academic Programming Working Group is exploring the capacity to increase the number of degree programs that can be offered in Oshawa as well as the opportunities to introduce some new Oshawa-specific degree programs. The need for more permanent faculty was expressed. Several suggestions for interdisciplinary programs, including ones based in the Humanities and Social Sciences, as well as ones that build on Trent’s strengths in Biology and Environmental and Resource Sciences were made.

The Student Services Working Group reported on meetings it had had with the Student Association in Oshawa and the need to develop an Oshawa-specific model analogous to college-affiliation on the Peterborough campus. The Working Group reported on infrastructure needs for student services, on access issues, on preliminary investigations into transportation options, and on the need to produce promotional materials prior to the Ontario Universities’ Fair and the fall recruitment cycle.

The Infrastructure Working Group noted that it was in the early stages of collecting information about users’ needs. It suggested a users’ group be formally constituted. It was confident that if most major decisions could be made by December, the building could be ready for September occupancy.

Plans will be made to invite Vice President Don O’Leary and Vice President Christine McKinnon to address Oshawa faculty at a Faculty Council meeting. Electronic distribution of information to faculty, staff, and students was seen as the preferred initial method to keep students, staff, faculty, families, and members of the community informed. When there are answers to some of the outstanding questions, an information session could be planned. 

The three Working Groups will meet prior to the next Steering Committee meeting.

