RPN to BScN Bridge Program
Student Orientation Thursday June 4th
Meeting Overview
Purpose: Introduce program structure, support services, course registration, placements, and financial aid
Presenters: 
Diane (Program Coordinator)
Brynn (Academic Coordinator)
Stacey (Clinical Placement Coordinator)
Amanda (Financial Aid Coordinator)

Key Discussion Points
1. Program Structure & Delivery
Students are Trent University students based at George Brown campus
Program follows shared nursing curriculum across streams
Entry point: mid-Year 2 equivalent (via transfer credits)
Classes: 
Fall: Mondays & Tuesdays (full days)
Winter: Mondays & Tuesdays + Clinical Thursdays & Fridays
Format consists of a mix of: 
In-person coursework
Some online components (e.g., Nurse 3005)

2. Courses & Credits
Degree requires 20 credits total
Course types: 
H = 0.5 credit
Y = 1.0 credit
C = 1.5 credits (clinical-heavy)
Fall semester includes: 
Core nursing courses + 1 elective
Students must complete: 
1.5 elective credits total
Indigenous course requirement (mandatory) 

3. Program Requirements
Minimum average: 65% overall
Minimum per nursing course: 60%
Limits: 
Max 1 repeated theory course
Max 1 repeated clinical course
Failure limits can lead to program removal

4. Clinical Placements
Start in Winter 2027
Progression:
Nurse 2020 (Community) 
10 weeks, Thurs/Fri (16 hrs/week)
Nurse 3020 (Acute Care) 
Summer term, 1 × 12hr shift/week (GTA hospitals)
Nurse 4020/4021 (Final placements) 
300 hrs each, preceptor-based
Placement characteristics:
Mostly GTA-based initially
Final placements → more geographic flexibility

5. NARS (Non-Academic Requirements)
Required for clinical eligibility:
Vulnerable Sector Screening
Immunizations & serology
TB testing
CPR (Level C/BLS)
N95 mask fit
Influenza vaccine
Mandatory modules & forms
✔ Deadline: November 15 (critical)
 ✔ Managed via Synergy system
 ✔ Must be complete to attend placement

6. Student Supports
Academic advising (Brynn – nursingadvising@trentu.ca)
Placement support (Stacey – trentclinical@trentu.ca)
Accessibility services via George Brown
RPN to BScN Pathway - Accessible Learning Services Accommodations
Counseling services available on campus
Counseling Services
Library access (both Trent & GBC)

7. Course Registration
Registration based on transfer credits (priority access)
Done through MyTrent portal
Tools: 
Program map
Academic calendar (all courses)
Timetable (current offerings)

8. Financial Aid Overview
Estimated annual cost: ~$10,000+ (excluding living)
Funding sources: 
Scholarships (automatic, based on GPA)
Bursaries (apply each semester)
OSAP (loans + grants)
Key notes:
Scholarships paid in two installments
OSAP: 
No funding cuts, but shift toward loans vs grants
Paid 60% fall / 40% winter
External funding strongly encouraged










Frequently Asked Questions 
Program & Schedule
Q: Which days are classes?
 A: Fall & Winter classes are Monday–Tuesday; Winter adds clinical Thursday–Friday.
Q: Are any courses online?
 A: Yes - some (e.g., Nurse 3005) and electives can be online.

Clinical & Placement
Q: When do placements start?
 A: Winter semester (Year 1 in program).
Q: Can I choose placement location?
 A: You can submit preferences, but placement is not guaranteed.
Q: Are placements outside GTA possible?
 A: Only in later (final) placements.

NARS Requirements
Q: What happens if I miss the deadline?
 A: You cannot attend placement.
Q: When should I start NARS?
 A: Start summer (immediately).

Academics
Q: What is the minimum passing grade?
 A: 60% for nursing courses, 65% overall.
Q: Can I repeat courses?
 A: Yes, but with strict limits.

Registration
Q: When do I register?
 A: June (based on transfer credits).
Q: Where do I register?
 A: MyTrent portal.

Financial Aid
Q: How much does the program cost?
 A: ~$10,000/year (excluding living).
Q: Do I need to reapply for OSAP every year?
 A: Yes.
Q: Should I report Trent scholarships to OSAP?
 A: No - Trent reports them automatically.

General
Q: Do I need to keep working as an RPN?
 A: No, but you must be licensed to enter the program.

