Trent University 4000 Level Courses for the 2023-2024 Academic Year
A quick reference sheet of the fourth-year course descriptions that are being offered in Fall 2023 and Winter 2024
Remember, the Academic Timetable is the up-to-date, official resource for course timetable information. Detailed course descriptions and program degree requirements are in the Undergraduate Academic Calendar.
Notes: Remote courses refer to online-delivered courses with synchronous meetings. Online courses refer to those that are fully online with no synchronous meeting times. Courses that meet the Indigenous Course Requirement are noted with (ICR).
Note: Advanced topic courses are NOT listed within this document. Students can take up to a maximum of three advanced topic courses and use one as an elective, but this is not recommended from a work-load perspective as these are fourth year theory courses. Also, space is limited for these courses, and because two Advanced Topics are required for the BScN degree, we need to ensure all students needing an Advanced Topic course are able to register for one. If there is a student that requires one for the completion of their degree and you have already completed two Advanced Topic courses, you will be asked to drop the third. You are welcome to register or add yourself to the waitlist for these courses, however you may not be guaranteed enrollment, so we recommend that you try to find another elective course that interests you.

Fall 2023
ADMN-INDG-4500H: Indigenous Perspectives in 21st Century Business (ICR)
An analysis of key issues facing business in the twenty-first century. A variety of Indigenous perspectives on issues are presented, discussed, and compared and contrasted with current mainstream business perspectives. The objective of the course is to expand the ability of students to consider important business issues and opportunities including an Indigenous perspective. 
Prerequisite: 10.0 university credits
Location: In-person
ANTH-AHCL-ERST4180H: Collapse of Complex Societies
Using anthropological theory and archaeologically generated data sets, this course explores the characteristics of, and reasons for, the "collapse" of complex societies. The focus is on the last two phases of the "Adaptive Cycle": release and reorganization. Implications for the contemporary world are also discussed. 
Prerequisite: 10.0 university credits
Location: In-person
ANTH-AHCL-ERST-4185H: Human Impact on Ancient Environments
Using archaeological and environmental theory, and diverse data sets, lectures and student research projects explore human impacts on ancient environments. The focus is on the first two phases of the "Adaptive Cycle": exploitation and conservation. Seminars concentrate on contemporary environmental issues. 
Prerequisite: 10.0 university credits
Location: In-person
ANTH-4290H: Anthropology of the City
An anthropological introduction to the broad dynamics of urbanization, especially the emergence of the "modern" city, which shapes, and is shaped by, a variety of social phenomena. Special emphasis is placed on the use of ethnographic analysis to understand how processes of urban society manifest themselves in everyday life. 
Prerequisite: 4.0 university credits
Location: In-person
CAST-4041H: Capstones in Canadian Studies
A capstone seminar that explores major themes in Canadian Studies using contemporary writing and research to examine timely and critical issues. Its focus is on comprehensive understanding of current Canadian society, history, culture, and environment. 
Prerequisite: 14.0 university credits
Location: In-person (Traill College)
CAST-GESO-SOCI-4551H: Gender and Disability in Canada
Explores how difference-especially who is labelled "different"-changes according to social, political, and cultural factors and interests. We focus on disability and its intersection with other identity-based categories, including gender, race, and sexuality. Readings come from Canadian literature and film, critical theory, social policy, and the mass media. 
Prerequisite: 14.0 university credits
Location: In-person (Traill College)
CAST-ERST-HIST-4670H: Environmental History
Examines how and why our environment and our relationship with it have changed over time. Topics include how to do environmental history, shifts in ideas about natural resources and wilderness, the history of the Trent and Peterborough environments, the urban environment (particularly Toronto), and the history of environmental science and environmental politics. 
Prerequisite: 10.0 university credits
Location: In-person
ERST-IDST-POST-SAFS-4610H: Global Environmental Policy
Focuses on perspectives, actors, institutions, and economic relationships as they relate to global environmental policy and instruments. The aim is to provide students with a solid understanding of linkages between the global political system and the natural environment. 
Prerequisite: 10.0 university credits
Location: In-person
INDG-4202H: Building a 4-Directional Understanding
Provides an opportunity to build an understanding, using a four directions model, of the knowledge and skills gained during previous courses of study. It attempts to answer the question: "How do I take all that I have learned about Indigenous peoples, from all the other courses that I have taken, and put this into a comprehensive whole that I can use in future employment or study?" 
Prerequisite: 15.0 university credits
Location: In-person
PHIL-4210H: Advanced Topics in Metaphysics and Epistemology
A seminar devoted to in-depth investigation of selected central metaphysical and epistemological themes. 
Prerequisite: 7.0 university credits
Location: In-person


Winter 2024
CAST-GEOG-POST-4555H: City Economy and Society
Focuses on contemporary issues facing Canadian cities in comparative perspective. It locates cities within the global circuit of capital, examines the ways in which cities are being reordered to enhance their global competitiveness and standing, and analyzes the effects of restructuring on communities and the struggles for social justice. 
Prerequisite: 14.0 university credits
Location: In-person
CAST-HIST-4975H: The History of the Self
Traces the history of the concept of the self in Western culture, with a special focus on Canada. Examines key debates about the idea of the self through interdisciplinary readings in philosophy, sociology, cultural studies, politics, and history. Includes questions as to the concept's historicity, modernity, and its connections to modern debates about identity politics and political correctness. 
Prerequisite: 14.0 university credits
Location: In-person
CUST-4142H: Workshop: Sound Art
Introduces a varied array of experimental practices that focus on sound, yet are thought of as being distinct from music. While sound installation, sculpture, and performance are considered, the course focuses on work that emerges from the creative use of recording technology and the manipulation and presentation of recorded sounds. 
Prerequisite: 10.0 university credits
Location: In-person
INDG-4180H: Great Law of Peace
An in-depth study of the Kaianere'ko:wa, the Great Law of Peace of the Haudenosaunee Confederacy. Learning through the oral traditions, readings; listening to the knowledge of guest speakers; watching videos and audio recordings. Students participate in activities which will promote a deeper understanding of the knowledge being shared in relation to the Great Law of Peace. 
Prerequisite: 9.0 university credits
Location: In-person
INDG-4201H: Honours, Collegium, and Nation Building
There are currently hundreds of initiatives across Canada where Indigenous peoples are envisioning a new future and toward this goal, are building new forms of Aboriginal nations. How do you build a new Aboriginal nation? What are some of the characteristics and challenges? In this course students are provided with a unique opportunity to address these and other questions in innovative and creative ways. 
Prerequisite: 15.0 university credits
Location: In-person
PHIL-4390H: Advanced Issues in Biomedical Ethics
An in-depth examination of a specific issue in biomedical ethics. Topics vary each year and may include cloning and stem cell research; reproductive technologies, including abortion; genetics; end-of-life issues; justice in health care delivery. 
Prerequisite: 7.0 university credits including PHIL 2390H (Biomedical Ethics Forced Choice Elective)
Location: In-person
SAFS-4101H: Agroecological Learning and Practice
This two-week intensive course explores and scrutinizes agroecology through a survey of the relevant literature, guest expert speakers and colloquia, practical agroecological planning, and fieldwork. Provides opportunities for a broad engagement with agroecological scholarship, as well as opportunities to apply this knowledge and problem-solve within the specific contexts of the Peterborough and Kawartha region and the campus of Trent University. 
Prerequisite: 10.0 university credits
Location: In-person




