Trent University 2000 Level Courses for the 2025-2026 Academic Year
A quick reference sheet of the second-year course descriptions that are being offered in Fall 2025 and Winter 2026
Remember, the Academic Timetable is the up-to-date, official resource for course timetable information. Detailed course descriptions and program degree requirements are in the Undergraduate Academic Calendar.
Notes: Remote courses refer to online-delivered courses with synchronous meetings. Online courses refer to those that are fully online with no synchronous meeting times. Courses that meet the Indigenous Course Requirement are noted with (ICR).

Fall 2025
ADMN-2010H: Management Skills
Examines the theory and practice of foundational skills important to management and organization in private, non-profit, and public sectors. Focuses on conceptual skills, communication skills, and interpersonal skills. 
Prerequisite: 2.0 university credits, minimum cumulative average of 60%
Location: In-person
ANTH-2001H: Ethnography and Culture
An introduction to the history, theory, methods, and findings of cultural anthropology and the ethnographic study of contemporary peoples' ways of living and thinking. Through in-depth encounters with several of the world's cultures through ethnographies, this course provides a cross-cultural understanding of humankind. 
Prerequisite: 3.0 university credits
Location: In-Person
ANTH-2121H: Foragers to Farmers: Archaeology of Early Society
Archaeology aims to reconstruct and explain the evolution of cultural behaviour in humans. This course surveys major topics in archaeology beginning with the earliest records of human culture to the emergence and expansion of agricultural societies.
	Prerequisites: None
	Location: In-person
ANTH-2123H: Archaeology II: Methods of Analysis
Introduces students to the ways archaeologists obtain data to build knowledge of the past. Students are provided with a critical appreciation and understanding of a representative range of methods used in archaeological survey, excavation and in post-excavation analysis.
	Prerequisites: None
	Location: In-person
ANTH-2150H: Archaeological Science I: Introduction
An exploration of archaeological science (dating techniques, isotopic analysis, ancient DNA, material characterization) through case studies with an emphasis on the articulation of scientific techniques and archaeological research questions. Themes explored include human origins, diet, migration, status, and trade. 
Prerequisite: 4.0 university credits
Location: In-person
ANTH-AGRS-2205H: Archaeology and Art History of Ancient Greece
An introduction to the major sites, monuments, and artefacts of ancient Greece from the Bronze Age through the Hellenistic Period, focusing on how material remains are used to reconstruct various aspects of ancient society. Topics include art and architecture, trade and exchange, religion, burial customs, economy, and state formation. 
Prerequisite: 4.0 university credits
Location: In-person
ANTH-GEOG-IDST-SAFS-SOCI-2500H: World Food System
An interdisciplinary and comparative analysis of the impact of transformations in the world food system on contemporary agrarian societies. 
Prerequisite: 4.0 university credits
Location: In-person
AGRS-HIST-2051H: Early Medieval Europe
Medieval Europe from the birth of Christianity and collapse of the Roman Empire in the West through the establishment of "barbarian" kingdoms, survival and transformation of the Eastern Roman Empire, spread of Islam, Carolingian Renaissance, ninth- and tenth-century invasions, and Europe's gradual recovery and reorganization around the year 1000. 
Prerequisite: 3.0 university credits
Location: In-person
AGRS-HIST-2103H: Approaches to Classical Historians
An introduction to ancient history from Archaic Greece to the late Roman Empire, examining both the history of this period and its construction by ancient writers. 
Prerequisite: 4.0 university credits
Location: In-person
AGRS-PHIL-2420H: Ancient Philosophy I
A study of early Greek philosophy focusing on Socrates, Plato, and their most influential predecessors. Complements PHIL-AGRS 2430H. 
Prerequisite: 4.0 university credits
Location: In-person
BIOL-ERSC-EDUC-2701H: Environmental Education: Biological Issues
The science behind environmental issues that are primarily biological in nature, including biodiversity, habitat loss, invasive species, and toxicity. Intended for prospective educators, natural area interpreters, and environmental communicators. 
Prerequisite: 5.0 university credits
Location: In-person
CAST-POST-2011H: Governing Canada: Issues and Challenges
Provides a systematic introduction to the core institutions and processes of Canadian government such as the Canadian constitution, Parliament, the civil service, the electoral system, policy-making, political parties, interest groups, and social movements. Examines how well these institutions and processes function to promote democratic governance. 
Prerequisite: 4.0 university credits
Location: In-person
CAST-HIST-2021H: French Colonialism in Canada, 1500-1763
Provides an introductory survey of French colonialism in North America, from the first French incursions on the continent to the cession of its colonies to Britain in 1763. 
Prerequisite: 3.0 university credits
Location: In-person
CRIM-2617H: Criminology Research Methods
Introduces students to research design and ethical debates in the study of crime and punishment. Students work with reports provided by national and international think tanks, as well as scholarly empirical articles, to critically assess knowledge production on crime and punishment. 
Prerequisite: 4.0 university credits
Location: Remote
CUST-ERST-2114H: Workshop: Ecological Art
Explores the history, theoretical foundations, and practices of environmental and ecologically attuned art, ranging from 1960s-70s "Earthworks" to place-based and ephemeral eco-art to current bioremedial and trash art. Students create their own "eco" artworks, learning techniques such as pigment-making from local plants, found object sculpture, and weaving using invasive species. 
Prerequisite: 4.0 university credits
Location: In-person 
CUST-MDST-2186H: Workshop: Photography
An introductory photography course looking at analog and/or digital photography. Historical and contemporary issues are examined through practical hands-on experiences, including basic use of cameras, darkroom techniques, and basic digital post-production. Course fee: $100. 
Prerequisite: 4.0 university credits
Location: In-person
CUST-2545H: Music and Society
An introduction to music as cultural practice, exploring formulations of the relationship between music and society offered by ethnomusicology, sociology, semiotics and feminist theory. Emphasis is placed on the development of listening skills through engaging with a variety of musical texts/ practices from Western art music, popular music and world music traditions. No formal background in music required. 
Prerequisite: 4.0 university credits
Location: In-person 
CUST-MDST-2581H: Intro to Film I: What is Cinema
A wide-ranging and diverse introduction to the film medium, this course focuses on the component elements of cinema: mise-en-scene, cinematography, editing, sound, narrative, genre, digitization, and "post-cinema." It examines the vocabulary of film analysis, cultivates techniques for writing engagingly about the medium, and develops viewing skills to enhance the cinematic experience. 
Prerequisite: 4.0 university credits
Location: In-person
ENGL-GESO-2703H: Literature and Social Justice
Studies a range of works from different periods and genres that raise moral questions and ethical dilemmas concerning issues of social justice involving race, ethnicity, class, gender, age, and other variables. Considers literature's power to evoke the plight of the socially disadvantaged, and the implications for social change. 
Prerequisite: 4.0 university credits
Location: In-person
ENGL-2807H: Modern Fiction
Examines the development of modern fiction from the flourishing of experimental modernism in the 1920s to contemporary voices and trends. The texts are interpreted from both a social/historical perspective and a formal aesthetic perspective. 
Prerequisite: 4.0 university credits
Location: In-person
GESO-2181H: Introduction to Fat Studies: Radical Self Love
Fat studies interrogates and interrupts fat as a historically dependent social and political construction. This course locates the origins of fat as moral and racial panic, critically examines anti-fatness as a social justice issue, and unpacks the systemic biases that have embedded these attitudes into our daily lives. 
Prerequisite: 3.0 university credits
Location: In-person 
HIST-2103H: Approaches to Classical Historians
An introduction to ancient history from Archaic Greece to the late Roman Empire, examining both the history of this period and its construction by ancient writers. Excludes AGRS 2100Y, 2102H, 2105H. 
Prerequisite: 4 university credits
Location: In-person
HIST-INDG-2306H: Foundations for Indigenous History (ICR)
Explores Indigenous histories and grounding history in lands, knowledges, languages, and genders. Examines methodologies such as oral narratives, orality, and land-based research along with methods for gathering knowledge related to Indigenous histories. Explores scholarly positionality as historians, research ethics, and the various formats being used to articulate Indigenous histories. Recommended prerequisite: INDG 1001H.
Prerequisite: None
Location: Online
INDG-MDST-2030H: Indigenous Peoples and News Media (ICR)
Provides context for past and current portrayal of Indigenous topics in the media. With a better understanding of Indigenous cultures, histories, and perspectives, students can report stories related to Indigenous peoples, and about Indigenous peoples, more effectively.
Prerequisite: None
Location: Remote
PHIL-2030H: Death
An exploration of philosophical treatments of death and dying, including their implications for a meaningful life. Readings in classical and contemporary texts may include such topics as the nature of death, our attitudes toward mortality, and end-of-life issues. 
Prerequisite: 4.0 university credits 
Location: In-person
PHIL-PSYC-2270H: Philosophy of Mind
An introduction to some of the central themes in philosophy of mind. Answers to ontological questions (what kinds of things are minds?) and epistemological questions (can we know that we and others have minds?) are used to focus discussions concerning personal identity, responsibility for action, animals' minds, and artificial intelligence. 
Prerequisite: 4.0 university credits 
Location: In-person
PHIL-POST-2351H: Political Imagination: Ancient and Modern
Drawing on texts in political theory and other media (e.g. literature, film, theatre), explores core themes in the political imagination of the ancient and modern worlds. Through an exploration of different perspectives on politics and its possibilities, the course opens a particular route of access to political thought. 
Prerequisite: 4.0 university credits
Location: In-person
POST-2231H: World Politics
Explores diverse theoretical explanations of inter-state relations, including realism, neo-liberalism, neo-Marxism, and feminism. Also surveys the transition to American hegemony and the Cold War, and the Post-Cold War era. Topics include the functioning of international organizations, Western states' attempt to export democracy, the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, and the rise of China. 
Prerequisite: 4.0 university credits
Location: In-person
PSYC-2018H: Critical Thinking and Research Methods in Psychology
Provides an introduction to critical thinking and research methods in psychology. Topics include epistemology; theory and hypothesis development; variables; operational definitions; ethics, reliability, and validity; experimental, quasi-experimental, and correlational methods. Students also learn how to read and understand the structure of empirical research articles. 
Prerequisite: 60% or higher in PSYC 1020H and 1030H
	Location: In-person
PSYC-2200H: Brain and Behaviour
Basic neuroanatomy of the mammal with emphasis on the human nervous system. Examination of sensory and motor systems as well as the physiological mechanisms of behaviour, behaviour disorders, and memory. 
Prerequisite: 60% or higher in PSYC 1020H and 1030H
Location: In-person
PSYC-KINE-2210H: Brain and Body in Action
The functional anatomy of the central and peripheral nervous systems and the neuromuscular junction. The role of sensory and motor systems in the control of eye and hand movements and balance and gait control will be studied. Applications to product design, skill learning, and rehabilitation are included. 
Prerequisite: 60% or higher in PSYC 1020H and 1030H
Location: In-person
PSYC-2300H: Introduction to Abnormal Psychology
Designed to provide students with a background in theoretical, empirical, and conceptual issues central to the field of abnormal psychology, and to introduce contemporary diagnostic frameworks. Specific attention is paid to the role of prevailing theoretical perspectives in the understanding, investigation, and treatment of psychopathology. 
Prerequisite: 60% or higher in PSYC 1020H and 1030H
Location: In-person
PSYC-2400H: Introduction to Cognitive Psychology
Focuses on humans as processors of information. Topics include perception, attention, memory, knowledge, consciousness, and reasoning. 
Prerequisite: 60% or higher in PSYC 1020H and 1030H
Location: In-person
PSYC-2550H: Theories of Human Development
Provides students with both theoretical and empirical bases of current lifespan human development research. Students examine several lifespan developmental theories, including identity, psychosocial, cognitive, and socio-cultural development, as well as attachment. The course emphasizes original theoretical works and current psychological research rooted within those theories. 
Prerequisite: 60% or higher in PSYC 1020H and 1030H
Location: In-person
PSYC-2600H: Introduction to Learning
An examination of the fundamental concepts of learning in humans and animals. Emphasis is placed on empirical methods of investigation. Applications to choice behaviour, self-control, and education are included. 
Prerequisite: 60% or higher in PSYC 1020H and 1030H
Location: In-person
PSYC-2700H: Introduction to Social Psychology
An examination of the foundations of social psychology, including attribution processes, social cognition, attitudes, prejudice, attraction, aggression, helping behaviours, groups, and conflict. 
Prerequisite: 60% or higher in PSYC 1020H and 1030H
Location: In-person

Winter 2026
ADMN-2010H: Management Skills
Examines the theory and practice of foundational skills important to management and organization in private, non-profit, and public sectors. Focuses on conceptual skills, communication skills, and interpersonal skills. 
Prerequisite: 2.0 university credits, minimum cumulative average of 60%
Location: In-person
ADMN-GDST-2030H: Social Entrepreneurship and Innovation
The course assesses the benefits and shortcomings of social entrepreneurship and innovation in the Global South. To do so, it combines analysis of conceptual and thematic issues with detailed, critical examination of case studies related to microfinance and e-banking, climate change and green energy, health care and education, agro-ecology, and social protection. 
Prerequisite: 4.0 university credits
Location: In-person
ADMN-2610H: Personal Finance
This course is designed to help students understand the planning and management of their current and future personal financial affairs. The course focuses on planning and managing personal finances, insuring assets, investing financial resources, and controlling financial futures. Prerequisite: 2.0 university credits.
Prerequisite: 4.0 university credits
Location: Remote
ANTH-2002H: Communication and Culture
The course looks at varieties of human expression-both verbal and nonverbal-as communicative practices that connect persons together to form a common culture. Discussion is centered on particular case studies and ethnographic examples of contemporary communicative practices and the forms of culture that emerge in the modern world. 
Prerequisite: 3.0 university credits
Location: In-person
ANTH-2122H: Farms to Empires: Arch of Complexity
A comparative survey of how archaeologists have documented and interpreted the evidence related to the emergence of proto-urban and urban settlements, city-states, and empires. Major themes addressed include political and social organization, craft production, art, religion, trade and exchange, social elites, and military power.
Prerequisite: None
Location: In-person
ANTH-AGRS-2206H: Archeological and Art History of Ancient Rome
An introduction to Roman material culture from the Iron Age through the Late Empire. Topics include the development of a distinctively Roman culture, the influence of the Greek world, the spread of Roman imperialism, the impact of Christianity, and the continuing relevance of Roman institutions in modern society. 
Prerequisite: 4.0 university credits
Location: In-person
CAST-2002H: Indigenous Peoples and Resurgence
Examines the nature of Indigenous resurgence and contemporary struggles within the state. By understanding the different ways in which Indigenous peoples are reclaiming and revisioning their current relationships, students become aware of the impact Indigenous resurgence is having on Indigenous communities.
Prerequisite: 0.5 INDG, CAST, or POST credit
Location: Remote
CAST-POST-2012H: Democratizing Canada: Contemporary Issues	
Provides a systematic introduction to Canadian democracy, examining political relationships between citizens and state, and in turn, relating these to broader patterns and politics for democratic change in Canadian society. Examines the demands for democratic change made by key groups and the politics of those demands. 
Prerequisite: 4.0 university credits
Location: In-person
COMM-2003H: Becoming Digital
Provides students with the tools they need to navigate the changes to thought and communication that digital technology has wrought. This course not only offers insight into how technology has changed how we read and write, but also how we change with it. Students also engage in making digital media/objects they study.
Prerequisite: None
Location: Online
COIS-2410H: Symbolic Logic
An introductory study of formal logical systems, together with their use in the analysis of various types of arguments. 
Prerequisite: 4.0 university credits
Location: In-person
CUST-MDST-2186H: Workshop: Photography
An introductory photography course looking at analog and/or digital photography. Historical and contemporary issues are examined through practical hands-on experiences, including basic use of cameras, darkroom techniques, and basic digital post-production. Course fee: $100. 
Prerequisite: 4.0 university credits
Location: In-person 
CUST-MDST-2582H: Introduction to Film II: Movements
A wide-ranging and diverse introduction to the film medium, this course focuses on elements of filmmaking history, covering the origin and development of cinema technology; the medium's material contexts; and intellectual and aesthetic concerns of major film movements. It develops critical viewing and writing skills that enhance the cinematic experience. 
Prerequisite: 4.0 university credits
Location: In-person
ECON-NURS-SOCI-2015H: Critical Perspectives on Aging
An introduction to aging from critical perspectives. Drawing on multidisciplinary perspectives within the Trent Centre for Aging and Society, this course provides a foundation for understanding and analyzing the meaning and significance of aging for individuals, communities, and societies. Topics include life course influences, representations, and problematization of aging, and places for aging.
Prerequisite: 4.0 university credits
Location: Remote
ENGL-2809H: Stage and Screen
Examines the relationship between theatre and cinema, exploring the limitations of both genres through studying plays that have been made into films. Documentary, television and digital formats are also considered. 
Prerequisite: 4.0 university credits
Location: In-person 
HIST-2061H: High Medieval Europe
Popularly associated with castles, cathedrals, crusades, and valiant knights, this period also saw the rapid development of powerful centralized governments, cities, international trade networks, technological innovation, universities, improved literacy, book production, art and architecture, church reform, social intolerance, and a new focus on the individual and individual emotion. 
Prerequisite: 3.0 university credits
	Location: In-person
HIST-PSYC-2621H: Psychiatry and Psychology
Surveys the social, cultural, institutional, and intellectual histories shaping Western world attitudes about the mind and brain, while exploring the histories of madness, mental deficiencies, insanity, and mental health during the period when psychiatry and psychology emerged as formal scientific disciplines. 
Prerequisite: 3.0 university credits
Location: In-person
HIST-2832H: Sports Cultures in the Modern World
Uses sport as a prism through which to approach a range of cultural problems over the past century in societies around the world. 
Prerequisite: 3.0 university credits
Location: In-person
INDG-2020H: Indigenous Contemporary Music
Provides an opportunity for students to obtain foundational performance knowledge of Indigenous drumming and song practice, along with the development of Indigenous contemporary music and its evolution from traditional music. Students explore song structure, instrumentation, and performance formats in an Indigenous environment of traditional and contemporary practitioners. Open to first-year students.
	Prerequisites: None
	Location: In-person
PHIL-2010H: Love and Desire
An exploration of philosophical treatments of love and desire, in order to consider fundamental questions of human nature, happiness and moral practices. Readings in classic and contemporary texts may include such topics as the nature of love, the relationship between what we value and what we desire, and the ethics of relationships. 
Prerequisite: 4.0 university credits
Location: In-person
PHIL-2020H: Philosophy of Sport and Recreation
A philosophical study of sport and recreation. Topics include conceptual, ethical, political, and aesthetic perspectives on sports, games, play, and leisure. Specific attention will be paid to philosophical issues concerning human movement and physical activity, embodiment and the mind-body relationship, and well-being and quality of life. 
Prerequisite: 4.0 university credits
Location: In-person
PHIL-2110H: Moral Issues
An engaged study of philosophical responses to ethical problems in contemporary society. Topics may include abortion, euthanasia, capital punishment, animal rights, censorship and pornography, poverty and civil disobedience, and war and terrorism. 
Prerequisite: 4.0 university credits
Location: In-person
PHIL-POST-2150H: Philosophy of Law
A study of philosophical theories concerning the nature of law, legal systems, and legal reasoning. 
Prerequisite: 4.0 university credits
Location: In-person
PHIL-POST-2352H: Contemporary Political Imagination
Drawing on texts in political theory and other media (e.g. literature, film, theatre), explores core themes in the political imagination of the contemporary world. Through an exploration of different perspectives on politics and its possibilities, the course opens a particular route of access to political thought. 
Prerequisite: 4.0 university credits
Location: In-person
POST-2232H: Globalization: An Introduction
This course contextualizes globalization as an historical and multi-dimensional process. Global challenges such as human and indigenous rights, the climate emergency, financialization of everyday life, as well as prospects for peace and reconciliation are examined. Students are tasked with thinking about the prospects and creation of alternative global futures. 
Prerequisite: 4.0 university credits
Location: In-person
SAFS-2800H: Sustainable Farm Business Management
An exploration of the business of small-scale sustainable farming. Students learn about conventional, social economic, and cooperative approaches to organizing business. A number of point-of-sale strategies are considered, including 'farm gate' sales, farm stands, farmers' markets, value-added multifunctionality strategies, Community Supported Agriculture models, and direct sales to restaurants.
	Prerequisites: None
	Location: In-person

