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 I am truly grateful for this opportunity to address this symposium on 
an important and critical resource that is of mutual interest and concern.  
 
 Many in this room recognize the extraordinary challenges which must 
be met in a new and highly adaptive ways to source water protection, and no 
doubt many here have personal commitment to identify and implement 
important measures. 
 
 The timing of this symposium couldn't be better in light of what the 
National Post, the Ottawa Citizen news papers have printed on the subject 
of tapping Canada's water riches and where our water is referred to as the 
New Oil. 
 
 I realize this symposium will share important exchange on the 
scientific, practical and immediate or long term issues on the how, why and 
who of source water protection. 
 
  I am not an expert on technical programs on water management but I 
will take this opportunity and share a First Nations experience and 
perspective on global source water use and protection. 
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 In order to adequately and fairly address water and other resource 
management issues, it is imperative to adopt a human rights approach. As 
the United Nations Human Rights Committee has emphasized, such an 
approach is especially compelling when indigenous peoples, traditional land 
use and resources are involved. 
 
 Human rights, an ecological sound environment, sustainable 
development and peace are interdependent and indivisible. 
 
 As a Cree from the Cree Nation of Quebec, I have served among other 
elected positions, as a Deputy Grand Chief of the Grand Council of the 
Crees. The Cree Nation in Quebec is a population of 15,000 Crees residing 
on 2/3 of northern Quebec. Our lands have been in the center of major 
hydro-electric projects often referred to as the projects of the century.  
 
 We have learned much from various natural resource development in 
our own lands. Our Cree land has brought to Canada and Quebec an added 
economic worth of between $2.5 and $3 billion dollars each year. For a long 
time, we were excluded from direct benefit and meaningful participation 
from any natural resource development.  
 
 However in 2002, we achieved a new relationship with the Quebec 
Government. This new agreement is a nation to nation relationship based on 
cooperation, partnership and mutual respect. Future developments will now 
provide certainty in sustainability and compatibility with our Cree way of 
life. Quebec's socio-economic responsibilities were transferred to our people 
through the establishment of several key joint initiatives that deal with 
economic development, forestry, mining and hydro-electric management. 
 
 Historically, we have not been opposed to development, and our issue 
is not so much about claims but one of relationships. The general issue is 
whether aboriginal peoples and their communities will use the resources on 
their traditional lands, not just reserve lands, to survive and prosper in 
Canada. 
 
 Our vision as a Cree Nation has always been to become a full partner 
with Quebec and Canada in the overall development and administration of 
our lands which includes water. 
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 Mr. Koffi Anan, Secretary General of the United Nations once stated: 
"Let us face the uncomfortable truth, the model of development we are 
accustomed to has been fruitful for a few, but flawed for many. A path to 
prosperity that ravages the environment and leaves a majority of humankind 
behind in squalor will soon prove to be a dead-end road for everyone." 
 
 The model of development we have known in Canada has been 
flawed for the Aboriginal Peoples of Canada. The new agreement with the 
Quebec Government, which is the only one in Canada, is a change in the 
right direction. 
 
 In spite of these ongoing challenges, or government policies of  
exclusion, our traditional Cree way of life on the land, our Cree language, 
and our Cree culture  is very much alive and well.  
 
 As the original and host peoples of this land, our Cree people called 
water 'nipiih' which speaks of life.  
 
 'Nipiih'  is vital to the well-being of lands and to its flora, fauna and 
to the integrity of our environment as a whole.  
 
 In terms of our history, culture and survival, 'nipiih' has always been 
and continues to be, a critical significant life giving resource to our people, 
our communities and our nations. Water or 'nipiih' is intricately involved in 
all aspects of life. 
 
 Since time immemorial, our people have used this resource for our 
livelihood and traveled extensively its' waterways throughout Canada. We 
depended on this valuable resource in many ways.  I remember all so well, 
my late mother used to make me fetch pails of water by our community and 
hunting camps, and how we used to filter the water just with a clean cotton 
cloth. 
 
 I remember how we used to melt the clean white granular snow to boil 
water for tea when we were on our trap lines. Even our legends told of how 
once the whole earth was filled with water during a great flood. We have 
always known and monitored the state of our drinking water on our lands. 
We have seen what resource development can do to the natural beauty and 
purity of our waters.  
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 I remember sitting with my late uncle in his new house in our village, 
and I mentioned to him of my proposed moose hunting trip. Sitting quietly 
by the window, he motioned me to sit beside him, and after a while he said: 
'Today the wind is blowing from the south, tomorrow the wind will blow 
from the north." I asked him, how do you know this? He pointed to the 
narrows where our community is situated by, and said "the water flow will 
tell you the wind direction and then you will know when to go moose 
hunting and where the moose will be on the land". The next day the wind 
shifted and the north wind blew that day. 
 
 In fact, in this relationship we have known each lake and river by it's 
own specific name, each telling stories of the abundance of fish, our first 
moose kill and many other memories of life on the land. Each portage 
connecting this maze of waterways, a birch bark hanging on a tree would 
hold a message of who came from where; where one would be going and 
how one was fairing in the land.  Canada being the second largest country in 
the world with a land mass of some 970, 610 square kms, and with over 2 
million lakes covering about 7.6% of our land mass, in addition to its 
countless rivers; it is critical to appreciate the profound relationship our 
people have had with our lands, waters, resources and the environment as a 
whole. 
 
 Our relationship with our environment, lands and resources have 
far-reaching social, cultural, spiritual, economic and political dimensions. 
 
 If we are to safeguard the present and future of our people and our 
environment, this special relationship must be equitably incorporated into 
any water management policy, strategy or law relating to Aboriginal peoples 
or to the general public use of our precious resource. 
 
 Another integral element of our relationship with our lands, waters, 
resources and environment is the stewardship responsibility that we all 
have for both the present and future generations of all people in Canada. 
 
 The Government of Canada, in its Royal Commission on Aboriginal 
Peoples underlines this aspect in the following terms: 
 
'Environmental stewardship is an essential element of all future northern 
policies and programs…Central to stewardship is the realistic appreciation 
that all natural processes and systems are interrelated, that they know no 

 4



domestic or international boundaries, and that responsible development 
requires co-operation among human beings and between human beings and 
the natural world. Protecting the northern environment is essential for the 
physical, emotional and spiritual health of individuals and communities. It is 
also a matter of economic rationality.' 
 
 The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous People 
also affirmed that Indigenous peoples have the right to own, develop, control 
and use the lands and territories, including the total environment of the 
lands, air, waters, coastal seas, sea-ice, flora, fauna and other resources 
which they have traditionally owned or otherwise occupied or used. 
 
 In relation to water and other resources, Aboriginal Peoples of Canada 
advocate a principle of sharing. Our traditional knowledge and practices can 
serve to make a unique and essential contribution to resource management.  
 
 While sharing may mean exclusive or preferential rights of use and 
management in some areas within our traditional lands, other areas may be 
subject to joint or other cooperative arrangements. 
 
 It is important to highlight initially three principles that represent 
important elements of our Aboriginal culture, perspectives and historical 
background.   
 
These are:  
 

i) the profound relationship we continue to have with our lands, 
waters, resources and environment; 

 
ii) our stewardship responsibility for our present and future 

generations, and; 
 

 
iii) the principle of sharing of water and all other resources. 

 
 It is important to us that any future framework or models of 
governance or regulatory frameworks for 'nipiih' or water management in 
Canada that Aboriginal perspectives, values and culture must be respected 
in a manner consistent with the principles of equality and non-
discrimination. 
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 Aboriginal people are strongly in favour of the establishment of a 
comprehensive policy on water management throughout Canada, and we are 
thankful that Canada has adopted a Plan of Action for Drinking Water in 
First Nations Communities. With respect to freshwater resources, the 
participatory role of Indigenous Peoples is specifically highlighted, 
including training aspects. 
 
 Aboriginal peoples support an approach to 'nipiih' or water-related 
issues that not only emphasize full compliance with international rules, but 
also takes into account international approaches and orientations. 
 
 Aboriginal peoples are concerned on the cost of water and sewer 
infrastructure and maintenance programmes in our isolated and cold 
northern climates. Given the many changes in our communities, our people 
are concerned as to the overall health effects and environmental fate and 
effects of chlorine dioxide used in the treatment of drinking-water, together 
with those of halogenated organics produced by the interaction between the 
disinfectant and other materials used in the water.  
 
 Aboriginal people are aware there may be alternative measures to 
current infrastructure costs, maintenance, training and policies in the 
provision of drinking-water to First Nations communities.  
 
 This morning, I looked out from my window here in this place, and 
read a 'smoke signal' sent from my Cree brother in the north who wrote; 
'ozone being a form of active oxygen activated by the action of ultra-violet 
light or by silent and cool electric discharges known as corona discharge 
may be much more powerful than chlorine in getting rid of micro-organisms 
and has a high oxidation potential than that of chlorine'. You see we had 
wireless communication long before modern technology arrived here in 
Canada. 
 
 Now we don't have access to any real case studies and 'smoke signals' 
worked at best before all the factories or manufacturing plants began to send 
out their own smoke signals. Reading these new smoke signals, they never 
have much good to say or anything healthy for the people, our drinking-
water or environment. 
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 Seriously, thinking out loud, perhaps it's time we considered better  or 
improved options in any application of methods used for bottled water 
treatment, water plants, municipal drinking-water, agriculture, industrial, 
home water purification, odor elimination and all other applications of water 
source protection there may be, for the greater health and well-being of 
every Canadian, Aboriginal or not.  

 
 The United Nations General Assembly in its fifty-eight session 
adopted a resolution 58/217 proclaiming 2005-2015 to be a 'International 
Decade for Action, 'Water for Life''.  
 
 Previous to this resolution on December 20, 2000; the United Nations 
General Assembly adopted another resolution #55/196 proclaiming the year 
2003 as the 'International Year of Freshwater'. 
 
 Globally there is a continuing emphasis that water is critical for 
sustainable development, including environmental integrity and the 
eradication of poverty and hunger, and its indispensable for human health 
and well-being. 
 
 More specifically, there is a common interest and pursuit that the 
goals of this decade must have a greater focus on water related issues at all 
levels and on the implementation of water-related programmes and projects.  
 
 This United Nation's proclamation called upon the relevant United 
Nations bodies, specialized agencies, regional commissions and other 
organizations of the United Nations system to deliver a coordinated 
response, utilizing existing resources and voluntary funds, to make "Water 
For Life" a decade for action. 
 
 The essential nature of water for all life on planet earth is 
universally recognized. Lack of care and respect for our water resource, as 
well as mismanagement, can lead to dire consequences both in the short 
and long term. 
 
 This is why we must be all the more concerned not only for human 
life but also for the integrity of our environment, its ecosystems and all 
living things. Our view of water, land and the environment must be 
recognized as an integral and interdependent whole. We are all part of our 
lands, ecosystems and resources. 
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 To our people, land which includes water is not just a commodity; it is 
an inextricable part of Aboriginal identity, deeply rooted in moral and 
spiritual values. 
 
 If, our fresh water should represent another massive resource 
development, any water transfers or the diversion of water will have to 
provide certainty and clarity in the design, implementation and evaluation 
of any projects and programmes.  
 
 Such plans must be both, economically efficient and socially 
appropriate, within clearly defined strategies based on an approach of full 
public participation, including that of women, youth, Aboriginal people 
and local communities in water management policy-making and decision-
making.  
 
 The United Nations Declaration on the Right to Development stated: 
 
'The right to development  is an inalienable human right by virtue of which 
every human person and all peoples are entitled to fully participate in, 
contribute to, and enjoy economic, social, cultural and political 
development, in which all human rights and fundamental freedoms can be 
fully realized.' 
 
 Finally, the United Nations Environment and Development 
Programmes strongly recommends, a human rights approach must be 
adopted in formulating any sustainable development strategy, and 
considering the profound significance and role of 'nipiih' or water, on 
Aboriginal peoples and the Canadian public, this approach must be fully 
and fairly applied to water management policy.  
 
 Canada may possess 20% of planet earth's fresh water, and we have a 
timely opportunity to call upon all public and political institutions to 
immediately implement, in direct cooperation with all affected peoples 
including Aboriginal Peoples of Canada, stricter guidelines for all ongoing 
and/or future discussions on our water resources in Canada.   
 
 Thank you, once again, for your invitation and I look forward to 
learning more from each of you concerning a global direction in Canada to 
overall source water protection. 
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