Trent SGS Canda Graduate Research Scholarship – Master’s Program (CGRS-M) Applicant Checklist

Before You Start
☐ Confirm you meet the eligibility requirements.
☐ Review the CGRS-M program description and application instructions.
☐ Determine the correct agency (CIHR, NSERC, or SSHRC).
☐ Create your Research Portal account.
☐ Review the selection criteria and weighting.

Understand What Reviewers Are Looking For
☐ Academic Excellence (50%)
☐ Research Potential (30%)
☐ Personal Characteristics & Interpersonal Skills (20%)

Ask yourself: Does every section of my application provide evidence that supports one or more of these criteria?

Develop Your Research Proposal
☐ Start early and allow time for multiple revisions.
☐ Explain the background and current state of knowledge.
☐ Identify a clear knowledge gap.
☐ State your research question, objectives, and hypothesis (if applicable).
☐ Describe your methodology and approach.
☐ Explain why the research is significant.
☐ Ensure the project is feasible within a master's timeline.

Proposal Requirements
☐ Outline of Proposed Research: Maximum 1 page.
☐ Bibliography and Citations: Maximum 1 page.
☐ Follow Tri-Agency formatting standards.
☐ Confirm all citations are complete and easy for reviewers to locate.

Choose Strong Referees
☐ Ask referees at least 3-4 weeks before the deadline.
☐ Select individuals who know your research abilities well.
☐ Provide referees with:
· Selection criteria
· Scholarship information
· Draft proposal
· Referee instructions



Complete the Remaining Components
☐ Complete your Canadian Common CV (CCV).
☐ Upload official transcripts from all post-secondary institutions attended.
☐ Complete all sections in the Research Portal.
☐ Consider whether Special Circumstances information should be included.

Before You Submit
☐ Re-read the selection criteria.
☐ Verify all attachments meet formatting requirements.
☐ Confirm transcripts are legible and complete.
☐ Verify referee assessments have been completed.
☐ Extract and review the full application.
☐ Ask others to review your proposal and provide honest feedback.
☐ Submit days early, not hours early.

Common Mistakes to Avoid
☐ Starting too late.
☐ Choosing weak referees.
☐ Ignoring instructions or formatting requirements.
☐ Using excessive jargon and acronyms.
☐ Submitting an unfocused or unrealistic proposal.
☐ Waiting until the last day to submit.

Final Reminder

Tri-Agency Program Officers review thousands of applications every year, yet they continue to emphasize the same advice: avoid jargon, limit acronyms, use complete sentences, and carefully edit your work. Applicants continue to lose points because these seemingly simple issues persist. Clear communication is a competitive advantage.

Important: This checklist is intended to support planning and self-assessment. It highlights common requirements and best practices but may not capture all program requirements, evaluation criteria, or individual circumstances. Completion of all checklist items does not guarantee eligibility, completeness, or funding success. Applicants should consult official program guidelines and requirements when preparing their submission.
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