
GEOG-ERSC 2090H 2022S62 Web Course 

 Introduction to Geographic Information Systems 

 Instructor: Nolan Pearce 

Can My Computer Run ArcGIS Pro? 

This is a companion document to Introduction to GEOG 2090H Web Course Exercises and Assignments, 
which provides introductory information about the course prior to starting on any course computer 
work. Please read through that companion document before reading through this one. 

This document focuses on an aspect of the GEOG 2090H web course computer exercise work 
requirement 4: Access to a computer with ArcGIS Pro software, where three options are provided to 
run ArcGIS Pro, and we recommend students run ArcGIS Pro on their own computer. 

ArcGIS Pro is available free via Trent University, but students need to find a computer system that will 
support this Microsoft Windows-only software. Here we focus on helping students determine if your 
computer can run ArcGIS Pro on their own computer by taking you through some questions about your 
system that will help to determine your options. 

For reference, you can review full ArcGIS Pro system requirements on the ESRI web page ArcGIS Pro 2.9 
System Requirements at https://pro.arcgis.com/en/pro-app/get-started/arcgis-pro-system-
requirements.htm. 

Answer the following questions and follow the directions based on your answer to arrive at your options 
for running ArcGIS Pro. 

Operating System 

Question 1. Which operating system is your computer running? 

a) Windows (any version) Go to Section A: Windows Computers 
b) Mac OS X / MacOS (any version) Go to Section B: Mac Computers 
c) ChromeOS or any other operating system Go to Section C: All Other Operating Systems 

Section A: Windows Computers 

Question 2. What version of Windows is your computer running? 

a) Windows 8, 7, or earlier Go to Section A1: Windows 8 and earlier. 
b) Windows 11 or 10 Go to Section A2. Windows 10 & 11. 

Section A1: Windows 8 and Earlier 

A computer old enough to be running Windows 8.0 or earlier is likely not worth spending money on 
upgrading, because the hardware is too old. Instead, it is more economical to spend that money on a 
new computer. If you have a computer that came with Windows 8.1 (released 2012, last supported 
2018) that’s still pretty old, but it might be possible to run ArcGIS Pro on that system. 

If your computer is running Windows 8.1 or earlier, you would need to update your computer to run 
Windows 10 before it could run ArcGIS Pro (it is pretty certain it won’t run Windows 11). But first we 
need to confirm if your computer: 

 Is capable of supporting Windows 10, and 

 meets (and if not, if it is capable of meeting) all the ArcGIS Pro hardware requirements. 

https://pro.arcgis.com/en/pro-app/get-started/arcgis-pro-system-requirements.htm
https://pro.arcgis.com/en/pro-app/get-started/arcgis-pro-system-requirements.htm


GEOG 2090H 2022S62 Can My Computer Run ArcGIS Pro? Page 2 of 10 

Can My Computer Support Windows 10? 

Note that computers that came with Windows 8.1 or earlier will not be able to run Windows 11. 
Windows 10 will reach official end of support in October 2025, as Microsoft is transitioning to Windows 
11.  

Older computers may or may not be able to support Windows 10. It comes down to whether the 
internal hardware works with Windows 10 and if Windows 10 drivers are available. To answer this, refer 
to your computer’s documentation: visit your computer’s web-based support page (from the computer 
manufacturer website) to get the most up-to-date information for your computer model. Manufacturers 
will supply Windows 10 drivers for supported older computers. 

If it is not officially supported, it may still be possible to make it work through third-party drivers, but 
this is not generally recommended. Such work requires familiarity with computers, significant time to do 
the work, and a willingness to live with issues due to any remaining incompatibilities with Windows 10. 

Does/Can My Computer Meet ArcGIS Pro’s Hardware Requirements? 

Many older computers may not meet/be able to meet ArcGIS Pro’s hardware requirements. The 
following table describes these requirements and how to check your computer’s status for each 
computer component. 

Computer 
Component ArcGIS Pro Requirements How to Check in Windows 7 

Processor/CPU Minimum 2.2 GHz; faster is better; 
and minimum 2 cores; 4 or more is 
recommended. 

Start > Control Panel > System and 
Maintenance > System, look for Processor. 

RAM Minimum 4 GB of RAM; 8 GB or 
more is strongly recommended. 

Start > Control Panel > System and 
Maintenance > System, look for Installed 
memory (RAM). 

Disk Space At least 6 GB of disk space on 
Windows boot disk for ArcGIS Pro 
software. 
An additional 5-10 GB for the GIS 
data you will receive and generate 
in the course computer work. 

Start > Computer. Right-click Local Disk (C:) 
under Hard Disk Drives and select Properties. 
The new dialog will list used space, free space, 
and capacity. 
Repeat for any other available disks as 
necessary. 

Video Card 256 MB of RAM or higher 
recommended. 

On the desktop right-click and select Screen 
Resolution. Select Advanced Settings and 
then the Adapter tab to see information on the 
graphics card. 

 

Looking at each of these in turn: 

 Processor/CPU: This critical computer component may be upgradeable for some computers, but the 
work is tricky and recommended only for experienced users. Further, it is usually not worth the 
effort for older computers because all the other internal components are also older and will soon no 
longer be supported by current software. 

  RAM: If your computer lacks sufficient RAM, it should be upgradable. RAM is sold by many 3rd party 
vendors and tends to be relatively inexpensive. Your computer’s documentation will describe: 

o the maximum RAM your computer can support, 
o the specifications of the RAM your computer uses, and 
o how to access RAM in your computer.  
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 Disk Space: If you have insufficient disk space, you should be able to upgrade it by replacing the 
internal hard drive and/or adding external storage as needed. 

ArcGIS Pro software must be installed on the internal boot disk that contains Windows. If your C: 
drive lacks sufficient space (accounting for the rule of thumb of keeping 15-20% of your disk free) 
you can replace the drive with a larger, faster model (refer to your computer’s documentation for 
details). If you want to keep your existing system, this replacement will require transferring the data 
on your current disk to the new disk. 

The GIS data you will work with in this course can be stored on the internal boot disk or another disk 
(internal or external), so you could attach an external disk and store your GIS data there. If 
connecting an external disk, connect it to the fastest data port offered on your computer (check 
your computer manual for the different ports available, such as USB). 

Either way, we recommend the faster SSD (solid state drive) over the older HDD (hard disk drive, 
that spins). Be sure to get a drive that works with your computer’s connections (internal or 
external). Examples include: 

o the Samsung T5 or T7 drive (external USB) 
o Seagate BarraCuda Q1 SSD (internal SATA) 
o Western Digital WD Black SN750 (internal NVMe). 

 Video Card: If your computer does not meet ArcGIS’s video card requirements, it may be possible to 
upgrade. For computers that support a replacement, this would require the purchase of a new video 
card that is compatible with your computer. Check your computer documentation for details. 

Resulting Options: For Older Computers Running Windows 8 and Earlier 

If your computer meets ArcGIS’s hardware requirements, or you can/are willing to upgrade it to do so, 
then after completing the hardware upgrades you can upgrade to Windows 10. 

When Windows 10 was released, Microsoft offered a free upgrade path from Windows 7 or 8, and if the 
following article is accurate, this upgrade path may still be valid: 

 Here's how you can still get a free Windows 10 upgrade. Ed Bott, ZDNet. 2020-03-03. 
https://www.zdnet.com/article/heres-how-you-can-still-get-a-free-windows-10-upgrade/ 

If that free upgrade path is not available, then you would have to purchase a valid license of Windows 
10. See Section D. Purchasing the Windows 10 Operating System. 

If you are unable or unwilling to upgrade your computer to support ArcGIS Pro’s hardware 
requirements, then your current computer will not support ArcGIS Pro and there’s no point in upgrading 
to Windows 10. Your options include: 

 Find another computer that can run ArcGIS Pro, 

 Purchase a new computer that can run ArcGIS Pro, or 

 Use Option B (or C if necessary/possible) to access ArcGIS Pro, as described in the companion 
document Introduction to GEOG 2090H Web Course Exercises and Assignments. 

Section A2: Windows 11 and 10 

Great, your computer meets the operating system requirements. Next, we need to review ArcGIS Pro’s 
hardware requirements to ensure your computer meets them. The following table describes these 
requirements and how to check your computer’s status for each computer component. 

https://www.zdnet.com/article/heres-how-you-can-still-get-a-free-windows-10-upgrade/
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Computer 
Component ArcGIS Pro Requirements How to Check in Windows 10/11 

Processor/CPU Minimum 2.2 GHz; faster is 
better; and minimum 2 cores; 
more is better. 

Start > Settings > System > About, look for 
Device specifications > Processor. 

RAM Minimum 4 GB of RAM; 8 GB or 
more is strongly recommended. 

Start > Settings > System > About, look for 
Device specifications > Installed RAM. 

Disk Space At least 6 GB of disk space on 
Windows boot disk for ArcGIS 
Pro software. 
An additional 5-10 GB for the 
GIS data you will receive and 
generate in the course 
computer work. 

Start > Settings > System > Storage. “Local 
Storage” will list both the size of your internal C: 
disk and the amount used. It will also list any 
other disks. 

Video Card 256 MB of RAM or higher 
recommended. 

Start > Settings > System > Display. Under 
Multiple Displays select Advanced Display 
Settings. Under “Display Information” the 
graphics card vendor and model will be listed. 

 

Looking at each of these in turn: 

 Processor: This critical computer component may be upgradeable for some computers, but the work 
is difficult and recommended only for experienced users. For this reason, we recommend when 
purchasing a new computer that you buy the fastest processor you can afford, to maximize its life. 

 RAM: If your computer lacks sufficient RAM, it should be upgradable. RAM is sold by many 3rd party 
vendors and tends to be relatively inexpensive. Your computer’s documentation will describe: 

o the maximum RAM your computer can support, 
o the specifications of the RAM your computer uses, and 
o how to access RAM in your computer.  

 Disk Space: If you have insufficient disk space, you should be able to upgrade it by replacing the 
internal hard drive and/or adding external storage as needed. 

ArcGIS Pro software must be installed on the internal boot disk that contains Windows. If your C: 
drive lacks sufficient space (accounting for the rule of thumb of keeping 15-20% of your disk free) 
you can replace the drive with a larger, faster model (refer to your computer’s documentation for 
details). If you want to keep your existing system, this replacement will require transferring the data 
on your current disk to the new disk. 

The GIS data you will work with in this course can be stored on the internal boot disk or another disk 
(internal or external), so you could attach an external disk and store your GIS data there. If 
connecting an external disk, connect it to the fastest data port offered on your computer (check 
your computer manual for the different ports available, such as USB). 

Either way, we recommend the faster SSD (solid state drive) over the older HDD (hard disk drive, 
that spins). Be sure to get a drive that works with your computer’s connections (internal or 
external). Examples include: 

o the Samsung T5 or T7 drive (external USB) 
o Seagate BarraCuda Q1 SSD (internal SATA) 
o Western Digital WD Black SN750 (internal NVMe). 

 Video Card: If your computer does not meet ArcGIS’s video card requirements, it may be possible to 
upgrade. For computers that support a replacement, this would require the purchase of a new video 
card that is compatible with your computer. Check your computer documentation for details. 
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Resulting Options: For Computers Running Windows 11/10 

If your computer meets all these hardware requirements, then you are all set to obtain and install 
ArcGIS Pro as described in the companion document Introduction to GEOG 2090H Web Course 
Exercises and Assignments. 

If you are unable or unwilling to upgrade your computer to meet ArcGIS Pro hardware requirements, 
then your current computer will not support ArcGIS Pro. Your options include: 

 Find another computer that can run ArcGIS Pro, 

 Purchase a new computer that can run ArcGIS Pro, or 

 Use Option B (or C if necessary/possible) to access ArcGIS Pro as described in the companion 
document Introduction to GEOG 2090H Web Course Exercises and Assignments. 

Section B. Mac Computers 

Students with Macintosh computers may be able to run ArcGIS Pro by running Windows 10 on their Mac 
and running ArcGIS Pro in that Windows environment. Note that this requires a valid Windows 10 
license, which you may have to purchase if you don’t already have one available and unused. See 
Section D. Purchasing the Windows 10/11 Operating System. 

Answer the next question to see your options. For this you have to know your Mac processor: Select 
Apple > About This Mac and look for the description of the processor. 

Question 3. What type of Macintosh computer do you have? 

a) Newer M1-based Mac Go to Section B1: M1 Macs 
(also called Apple Silicon; as of April 2022 all new Macs are M1-based except the Mac Pro and Mac 
mini Intel version) 

b) Intel-based Mac (all other Macs) with a processor faster than 2.2 GHz and more than 1 core: 
 Go to Section B2: Newer Intel Macs 

c) Intel-based Mac (all other Macs) with a processor slower than 2.2 GHz or only 1 core: 
 Go to Section B3: Older Intel Macs 

Section B1: M1 Macs 

The new M1 Macs are not able to run Windows 10/11 at this time, except using beta/demonstration 
software (not recommended). Although software developers have made versions of software emulators 
that will run, Microsoft has yet to publicly release a version of Windows 10 that runs on the Mac M1 
chip. There are no commercial solutions at this time of writing. 

If your Mac has the M1 chipset it will not currently run Windows or ArcGIS Pro. Your options include: 

 Find another computer that can run ArcGIS Pro, 

 Purchase a new computer that can run ArcGIS Pro, or 

 Use Option B (or C if necessary/possible) to access ArcGIS Pro as described in the companion 
document Introduction to GEOG 2090H Web Course Exercises and Assignments. 

Section B2: Newer Intel Macs 

Students with newer Intel Macs have two choices for running Windows 10 on their Mac: 

 Boot Camp (choose to start up your computer in Mac or Windows), or 

 Virtualization (run Windows 10 virtually in a window in Mac OS). 
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This section reviews the remaining hardware in your Mac to see if it capable of either of these, and if so, 
which one might be recommended. Generally for both of these solutions you will have to be running 
MacOS 10.13 (High Sierra) or later (at the time of writing current is MacOS 11.4). 

Question 4. How much RAM memory and disk space does your Mac have? With disk space keep in 
mind the rule of thumb of keeping at least 15-20% of a disk free. For example, if you have a 
500 GB drive, there should be at least 75 GB free at all times. 

Computer 
RAM 

Disk Space on Internal Boot Drive 

< 100 GB free ≥ 100 GB free 

≤ 4 GB Go to Section B2a: Intel Mac with 
Few Resources 

Go to Section B2c: Boot Camp 

> 4 GB Go to Section B2d: Virtualization Go to Section B2d: Boot Camp and 
Virtualization Compared 

Section B2a: Intel Mac with Few Resources 

You’ve arrived in this section because you have a newer Intel Mac with 4 GB of RAM or less AND less 
than 100 GB of disk space available (keeping in mind the rule of thumb of keeping at least 15-20% of a 
disk free). Macs with these specs will not run or run only with difficulty either of Boot Camp or 
Virtualization: 

 Boot Camp requires an absolute minimum 55 GB of disk space; 100 GB is strongly recommended 

 Virtualization requires an absolute minimum 6 GB of RAM; more is recommended. 

You would need to upgrade at least one of disk space or RAM in order to run Boot Camp or 
Virtualization. This is not recommended if your Mac is still under warranty. And unfortunately, Mac 
computers are difficult to upgrade: 

 The internal hard disk can be replaced with a larger disk but hiring an authorized Apple service 
agent is recommended. This would require the transfer of data from your current disk to the 
new one. An SSD is recommended for any new internal disk replacement. 

 Some Macs allow for additional RAM to be added, including: 
o MacBook models from 2008-2011 
o MacBook Pro 13” and 15” models from 2009-2012, and all 17” models 
o iMac 27” any year, and iMac 21.5” models 2011 and earlier, 2015, and 2016. 
o Mac Pro all models 
o Mac Mini 2010 to 2012. It is also possible to upgrade the 2018 model (Apple service 

agent recommended) 

If you upgrade one of: 

 your internal drive (allowing you to run Boot Camp) or 

 RAM (if possible; allows you to run Virtualization) 

Once the upgrade is complete, you can then proceed with setting up Windows on your Mac computer. 
See the section on Boot Camp or Virtualization for details on this setup. 

If you do not upgrade, your computer as is cannot run Windows. Your remaining options include: 

 Find another computer that can run ArcGIS Pro, 

 Purchase a new computer that can run ArcGIS Pro, or 

 Use Option B (or C if necessary/possible) to access ArcGIS Pro as described in the companion 
document Introduction to GEOG 2090H Web Course Exercises and Assignments. 
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Section B2b: Boot Camp and Virtualization Compared 

If your computer can run either Boot Camp or Virtualization, this section will compare the two, helping 
you to decide. The following descriptions lay out the main differences between the two: 

 Boot Camp: Choose to run Mac or Windows when booting your Mac. 
In this setup you divide your internal hard drive (the one your Mac boots from) into 2 partitions and 
install Windows on its own partition. Then when you start your computer, you choose whether to 
start in Windows 10 or Mac OS (called “dual boot”). Apple provides a free utility called Boot Camp to 
help with the setup and installation. 

 Virtualization: Run Windows in a virtual environment. 
This setup involves the use of virtualization software to create and run a file that represents your 
entire Windows 10 disk. The virtualization software “translates” the computing environment 
provided by the Mac into an environment that Windows is able to use. Virtualization software can 
be used to set up many different operating systems, including different versions of Windows, 
MacOS, and Linux. 

The table below describes the advantages and disadvantages of each. 

Factor Advantage Goes To… 

Performance Boot Camp, because the computer is managing one operating system at a time, and 
it has direct access to computer hardware. Virtualization also goes through a type of 
translation that slows performance. 

Cost Tie: Boot Camp software is free, and some virtualization software is free (while others 
do cost). Note: In both cases a valid Windows 10 license must be purchased. See 
Section D. Purchasing the Windows 10 Operating System. 

Computer Disk 
Use 

Virtualization, because the file containing the Windows operating system can be 
placed on any disk (including an external disk) and does not require partitioning of the 
internal hard drive (like Boot Camp). 

Functionality Virtualization, because the MacOS and Windows 10 can run side-by-side in real 
time. It is even possible to copy data between the operating systems. 

 

This reference may help you further in deciding: 

 How to install Windows on Mac. Cliff Joseph, MacWorld. https://www.macworld.co.uk/how-
to/install-windows-mac-3497251/ 

Once you make your choice, proceed to the appropriate section: 

 Section B2c: Boot Camp 

 Section B2d: Virtualization. 

Section B2c: Boot Camp 

If you’ve arrived at this section via following the questions posed, then your Mac is capable of running 
Windows (and ArcGIS Pro) via Boot Camp. 

This section describes details about Boot Camp and how to implement it. Boot Camp’s requirements 
include: 

 Intel-based Mac computer. At present Boot Camp does not work on any of the new Apple 
silicon-based Macs released in November 2020. 

 Minimum 55 GB space on our internal boot drive; 100 GB is strongly recommended. 
Boot Camp partitions this disk and sets up Windows on one of the partitions, making that space 
unavailable for MacOS. Keep in mind the rule of thumb of keeping at least 15-20% of a disk free. 

https://www.macworld.co.uk/how-to/install-windows-mac-3497251/
https://www.macworld.co.uk/how-to/install-windows-mac-3497251/
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 Minimum 2.2 GHz processor; faster is better 

 Minimum 4 GB of RAM; 8 GB or more is preferred 

 Video card with 256 MB of RAM or higher recommended 

The basic Boot Camp setup process includes: 

 Download and use the free software Boot Camp Assistant to create a Windows partition on your 
internal disk. 

 Format the Windows (BOOTCAMP) partition. 

 Install Windows (requires a valid Windows 10 license; see Section D. Purchasing the Windows 
10 Operating System). 

 Use Boot Camp in Windows to complete the install (support for your Mac hardware in 
Windows). 

 Install ArcGIS Pro, as described in the companion document Introduction to GEOG 2090H Web 
Course Exercises and Assignments. 

To use Windows on a Mac with Boot Camp you have to boot in Windows. This means rebooting if you 
are currently in MacOS, and then on boot choosing to boot in Windows when your computer starts and 
prompts you, by holding the option key and simultaneously selecting the disk partition with the 
preferred operating system. 

These references will get you started setting up and implementing Boot Camp: 

 Boot Camp Support. Apple. https://support.apple.com/en-ca/boot-camp 

 How to install Windows 10 on your Mac using Boot Camp. Cale Hunt, iMore. 
https://www.imore.com/how-install-windows-your-mac-boot-camp 

Section B2d: Virtualization 

If you’ve arrived at this section via following the questions posed, then your Mac is capable of running 
Windows (and ArcGIS Pro) via Virtualization. 

This section describes details about Virtualization and how to implement it. 

Virtualization demands more from a computer because you are running MacOS and Windows 10 
simultaneously: 

 Minimum 2.2 GHz processor; faster is better. 

 At least 2 cores (one for Windows, one for Mac). The more cores, the better. 

 Minimum 6 GB of RAM (3 for MacOS and 3 for Windows); 8-12 GB or more is strongly preferred. 

 Video card with 256 MB of RAM or higher recommended 

 At least 100 GB disk space (on any disk connected to the Mac) for the virtual machine file. 

The virtual machine file can be stored on any storage device. Because virtualization is somewhat slower 
than Boot Camp, it is best to place the file on a solid-state drive (SSD): 

 FASTEST: internal SSD drive 

 2nd FASTEST: external SDD drive. 

 Adequate speed: internal HDD (hard disk drive, the slower old-style spinning drive). 

You will have to choose your virtualization software. There are three main contenders: 

 VMWare Fusion Player. Free for educational purposes to download, install, and use (requires 
VMWare account setup). 
What makes this a leading contender is it provides decent performance and costs nothing to 
use. Fusion Player was new as of fall 2020; before this VMWare Fusion had to be purchased just 
like Parallels, below. 
https://my.vmware.com/web/vmware/evalcenter?p=fusion-player-personal 

https://support.apple.com/en-ca/boot-camp
https://www.imore.com/how-install-windows-your-mac-boot-camp
https://my.vmware.com/web/vmware/evalcenter?p=fusion-player-personal
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 Parallels. Must be purchased. May provide somewhat better performance than VMWare Fusion. 
https://www.parallels.com/ca/ 

 VirtualBox. This free, open-source software may not offer quite as many options and 
performance as the first two but has always been free. 
https://www.virtualbox.org 

There are other options. The articles below provide overviews, but note they were both written before 
the free VMWare Fusion Player was released in early October 2020: 

 Best virtual machine software for Mac. Cliff Joseph, MacWorld. 
https://www.macworld.co.uk/feature/best-virtual-machine-software-3671133/ 

 The Best Virtualization Software for 2020. Edward Mendelson, PCMag. 
https://www.pcmag.com/picks/the-best-virtualization-software 

Once you have chosen your virtualization software, the basic process of set up is: 

 Download and Install the virtualization software (a Mac application). 

 Open the virtualization software and use it to set up a Windows virtual machine file on your disk 
of choice (requires a valid Windows 10 license; see Section D. Purchasing the Windows 10 
Operating System). 

 Install ArcGIS Pro, as described in the companion document Introduction to GEOG 2090H Web 
Course Exercises and Assignments. 

Using Windows with Virtualization software involves: 

 Starting the mac virtualization application (e.g., Fusion Player, Parallels). 

 Choosing the virtual machine you want to use and starting it. Windows will then boot in a 
window on your Mac. 

 Windows is running in a window on your Mac, so you can copy files and text between MacOS 
and Windows. 

Section B3: Older Intel Macs 

If your Mac processor is either slower than 2.2 MHz or has only one core, then your Mac is older and is 
not capable of running Windows or ArcGIS Pro. Mac processor upgrades are not generally possible, so 
your remaining options include: 

 Find another computer that can run ArcGIS Pro, 

 Purchase a new computer that can run ArcGIS Pro, or 

 Use Option B (or C if necessary/possible) to access ArcGIS Pro as described in the companion 
document Introduction to GEOG 2090H Web Course Exercises and Assignments. 

Section C. All Other Operating Systems 

While it is possible to run Windows virtually in other operating systems it is not recommended, 
especially on a Chromebook. 

Most Chromebooks do not possess the system requirements needed to run ArcGIS Pro within Windows 
on top of the ChromeOS, and Chromebook hardware is typically difficult to impossible to upgrade. 
Performance will be very slow at best. If a Chromebook is the only computer, you have available, we 
recommend instead that you choose Option B (described later in this document). 

If you are running a Linux operating system, this article can get you started with your investigation: 

 How To Run Windows 11 and macOS Virtual Machines in Linux. 
https://www.tomshardware.com/how-to/run-windows-11-and-mac-os-virtual-machines-in-
linux 

https://www.parallels.com/ca/
https://www.virtualbox.org/
https://www.macworld.co.uk/feature/best-virtual-machine-software-3671133/
https://www.pcmag.com/picks/the-best-virtualization-software
https://www.tomshardware.com/how-to/run-windows-11-and-mac-os-virtual-machines-in-linux
https://www.tomshardware.com/how-to/run-windows-11-and-mac-os-virtual-machines-in-linux
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Your computer as is cannot run Windows or Boot Camp. Your remaining options include: 

 Find another computer that can run ArcGIS Pro, 

 Purchase a new computer that can run ArcGIS Pro, or 

 Use Option B (or C if necessary/possible) to access ArcGIS Pro as described in the companion 
document Introduction to GEOG 2090H Web Course Exercises and Assignments. 

Section D. Purchasing the Windows 11/10 Operating System 

If purchasing a new Windows computer for this course you can ensure it comes with Windows 11 (or 
maybe 10 if its older), so you won’t have to also purchase a Windows 11/10 license. 

If you want to run Windows 11/10 on your Mac, and you don’t already have available a valid licenced 
copy of Windows 11/10 that is not being used elsewhere, you will need to purchase a legitimate copy of 
Windows 11/10. 

Windows 10 and 11 both come in several different editions. For this course Windows Home is sufficient; 
you don’t need Windows Pro for this course, though you might want it for other reasons. 

Microsoft provides a comparison of Windows 11 Pro vs. Home: 
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/windows/compare-windows-11-home-vs-pro-versions 

Wikipedia provides a table comparing the different “editions” of Windows 10: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Windows_10_editions. 

Microsoft sells their Windows 11 operating system on their web-based store, and you can also find it at 
third-party resellers. Microsoft does provide educational discounts for some products; follow this link to 
the Microsoft Canada educational store: https://www.microsoft.com/en-
ca/store/b/windows?icid=CNavSoftwareWindows. 

Returning to Introduction to GEOG 2090H Course Exercises and 
Assignments 

This document is designed to help students with requirement 4 of the GEOG 2090H Computer Exercise 
Work Requirements section in the companion document Introduction to GEOG 2090H Web Course 
Exercises and Assignments. 

Please return to and complete your reading of this companion document before you start any computer 
work in the course. 

Questions? Contact a course instructor (see Blackboard for a list) or Robert Loney (rloney@trentu.ca). 

https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/windows/compare-windows-11-home-vs-pro-versions
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Windows_10_editions
https://www.microsoft.com/en-ca/store/b/windows?icid=CNavSoftwareWindows
https://www.microsoft.com/en-ca/store/b/windows?icid=CNavSoftwareWindows
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