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One of Top Three Reference Books World-wide Edited by Trent University Professor  

Dr. Stephen Brown’s Edinburgh History of the Book in Scotland receives top international 
commendation. 
 
Dr. Stephen Brown 

The first Canadian editor to have a book commended for the prestigious international Besterman 
McColvin Print Award is Trent University’s Dr. Stephen W. Brown, professor in the Department 
of English Literature, for his recently launched Edinburgh History of the Book in Scotland, 
Volume II, Enlightenment and Expansion 1707 -1800, co-edited by Warren McDougall, 
Edinburgh University Press, 2012, so named at a ceremony in London, England on October 18, 
2012. 

“Trent University congratulates Dr. Stephen Brown for the tremendous honour his history of the 
book has garnered. His is an important work and an exemplary contribution to Trent’s reputation 
for academic excellence,” said Dr. Neil Emery, vice-president research & international. 

The Book 

The Edinburgh History of the Book in Scotland, Volume II, Enlightenment and Expansion 1707 -
1800, covers the expansion and considerable growth of wealth of the publication industry driven 
largely by Scotland in the Age of Fergusson and Burns. The Book explores the historical 
international marketplace for intellectual property, addressing issues such as copyright and 
piracy, with insight into early modern readerships including women’s libraries and music 
literacy. 

“Collections like this are crucial because the study of the book is not exclusively academic – 
professors are only a part of the drive,” says Professor Brown, “It also involves private scholars, 
librarians and archivists and offers a rich history from multiple perspectives. This book is also an 
artifact; you cannot find the illustrated plates anywhere else. These are rare findings brought 
together into one book.” 

Sixteen exclusive full colour images of rare Scottish bindings from private collections, 25 
additional colour plates and 60 black and white illustrations are included in the collection. 

After its international launch in May 2012 at the National Library of Scotland in Edinburgh, the 
much anticipated 688-page study of the Book arrived at Trent University’s Bata Library in June. 
The book was shortlisted by CILIP ISG in October and the award ceremony took place on 
October 18 at the Guildhall in London, England. 

The Award 

The Besterman McColvin Print Award is among the awards adjudicated by the Chartered 
Institute of Library and Information Professionals Information Services Group (CILIP ISG) 



based in London England, known as the CILIP ISG Reference Awards – the top international 
award for reference works in English, published anywhere in the world. 

The impressive company kept by Prof. Brown’s History of the Book includes previous winners 
such as the New Oxford Dictionary of National Biography. In the category of Besterman 
McColvin Print Awards, the three categories are winner, highly commended and commended. 
Prof. Brown’s book was in the commended category. The Edinburgh History of the Book in 
Scotland is the first of many international histories of the book published in the last fifteen years 
to be recognized and awarded such an honour. 

The International Launch 

The appearance of “The Edinburgh” in the title represents the Book’s exclusive membership as 
one of only a few premier books officially launched by The Edinburgh University Press formally 
in any given year. The principal of the University of Edinburgh kicked off the launch of Prof. 
Brown’s History of the Book in Scotland at the National Library of Scotland on May 21, 2012. 
The American launch took place on April 12 at the Thomas Cooper Rare Book Library in South 
Carolina, the largest holding of Scottish titles outside Scotland. 

Continuing Research 

While conducting research during his time in South Carolina, Prof. Brown discovered the 
previously anonymous printer of Robert Burns's rarest and most notorious collection of bawdy 
verse, after five years of detective work on two continents. The discovery, announced at the book 
launch in Scotland, has already aroused significant interest according to Prof. Brown and 
resulted in his being a Roy Fellow at the University of South Carolina starting in January 2013. 

The History of the Book  

The Centre for the History of the Book was established by the University of Edinburgh at the 
turn of the millennium to encourage an international and interdisciplinary collaboration of the 
study of the book. Prof. Brown’s second volume funded in part by Trent University and SSHRC 
marks the compilation and edition of a significant body of work involving over 40 contributing 
scholars on the significant period of Enlightenment and Expansion 1707-1800. 
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