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WHY PURSUE A MASTER OF EDUCATION?
Whether you work in education or industry,
community or public service, it is vital to
understand how teaching and learning operate.
How do you build learning environments that
encourage deep thinking, creativity and care?

Have you considered how issues such as power,
belonging, motivation, culture, and leadership
affect organizational and personal experience?
The Master of Education at Trent offers graduate
students the opportunity to explore educational
theory and research. We hope to guide you in
gaining the critical insights needed for
transformative practice.
The M.Ed. is an ideal degree for
careers such as teaching, educational
administration, higher education, health care,
environmental organizations, social work,
business, psychology and communty learning.
Because the Master of Education can be utilized
in a variety of settings, it is a valuable degree for
today’s dynamic workforce.

trentu.ca/education/masters

WHY CHOOSE THE M.ED. AT TRENT?
•

Our faculty possess expertise in the areas of literacies, leadership, social justice, environmental education,
curriculum theory, Indigenous education, mathematics education and critical theory.

•

Our program is interdisciplinary, providing students with the opportunity to work with professors from across
the university.

•

We have designed flexible program options (evening courses, intensive summer terms, independent study,
online offerings).

•

Small class size is one of the defining strengths of a Trent University education. Ready access to faculty and the
personal guidance they provide contribute to the depth and breadth of a student’s understanding and
achievement.

MASTER OF EDUCATION PATHWAY
STREAM		
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ELECTIVES

2

1

COURSE

EDUC
5010H

EDUC
5020H

EDUC
5040H

3

4
6

5
7

Full-time students take three course per term;
Part-time students take one or two courses per
term. Students not taking courses, register for
thesis or major research project work.

This program pathway is a course-only format. In addition to the three
mandatory courses, students must also complete a further seven elective
courses. The course-only structure will suit professionals seeking a
Masters qualification for professional advancement. Research practice
and experience will be embedded in each of the courses, ensuring that
students gain a good understanding of the nature of educational research.
The Masters in Educational Studies course stream synthesis will require
students to demonstrate their ability to access, critically read, and apply
research literature to an area of interest. Subject to program requirements,
a student may be permitted to take up to two graduate courses in another
department/program.

3 Mandatory | 7 Electives

MAJOR
RESEARCH
PROJECT

THESIS

EDUC
5010H

EDUC
5020H

EDUC
5030H

1

2
4

3
5

The major research paper pathway is especially suited to professionals
working in the field who want to expand their knowledge base in relation
to their current practices, leadership roles, and future responsibilities. The
goal is to create opportunities for combining scholarly reflection with
practical involvement and self-initiated fieldwork. The major research
paper will emphasize practice-based modes of investigation, such as action research of classroom practice, leadership initiatives, and curriculum
development. The paper will be equal to a thesis in academic quality but
be more limited in scope and/or originality. The major research paper will
be reviewed by two faculty in the M.Ed. program.

Research Project (2)* | 3 Mandatory | 5 Electives

EDUC
5010H

EDUC
5020H

EDUC
5030H

1

2
3

The thesis component of the degree emphasizes a theory-based mode
of original inquiry, geared towards developing scholarly knowledge and
strong research skills, leading to a contribution in the student’s field of
specialization. The thesis is a major component of the degree and a
thesis supervisor will assist with the program planning and, with other
committee members, will supervise the student’s research. This route
is particularly suited to those students with the desire and the potential
to have a long-term engagement with academic research following
completion of the program.

Thesis (4)* | 3 Mandatory | 3 Electives
• Courses in the Fall and Winter terms take place on-site, with some online options.
• Courses generally run 1 evening a week, 6pm-9pm, over a 12 week period, plus an additional reading week.
• Summer courses are offered in a variety of formats ranging from weekly meetings to condensed one or two week blocks.

SAMPLE ELECTIVES
Curriculum Theory

Multiliteracies & Identities

Indigenous Education

Community Learning

Critical Narrative Inquiry

Educational and Administrative Law

Issues in Post Secondary Education

Gender, Sexuality and Education

Education & Mental Health

Race, Ethnicity and Education

Curriculum Theory

Values & Ethics in Education

Learning From the Land & Indigenous People

Education and Leadership

Leveraging Technology in Education

Independent Reading and Research

A REPUTATION OF
TEACHING EXCELLENCE

SCHOOL OF EDUCATION

Trent has earned its distinguished reputation
by attracting leading scholars and advancing
groundbreaking research in the field. The
program draws on the expertise of core faculty
from Education, Canadian Studies, Psychology,
Business Administration, English Literature,
Indigenous Studies and History.

Nicole Bell

Catherine Bruce

Paul Elliott
(Director)

Denise Handlarski

Luigi Iannacci

Lisa Mitchell

Blair Niblett

Karleen Pendleton Jiménez

William Smale

Kelly Young

Claire Mooney

Alexandra Arraiz Matute

OTHER DISCIPLINES

» Visit trentu.ca/education/masters to learn
more about our faculty, their research
interests and publications.

Alba Agostino

Dimitry Anastakis

Suzanne Bailey

Peri Ballantyne

(Psychology)

(English Literature)

Rita Bode

(English Literature)

SUPERVISION
Students will receive supportive guidance
throughout the program. Each student will be
allocated an advisor. For those choosing the
research project OR thesis option, a supervisor
will be allocated at the end of the first year after
the student has declared their stream. Students
will select research topics for the Major
Research Paper and Thesis in consultation with
their advisor/supervisor.

PROGRAM PACING

Lynne Davis

• Courses generally run 1 evening a week, 6pm-9pm,
over a 12 week period, plus an additional reading week.
• Summer courses are offered in a variety of formats
ranging from weekly meetings to condensed one
or two week blocks.
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(Sociology)

Sally Chivers

(English Literature)

Susan Elliott-Johns

(Indigenous Studies)

(Education, Nipissing University)

André Grace

Nancie Im-Boulter

Nona Robinson

Brenda Smith-Chant

(Education, University of Alberta)
(Office of Student Affairs)

Darren Stanley

(Psychology)
(Psychology)

Peggy Wallace

(Education, University of Windsor)

(Business Administration)

Asaf Zohar

Susan Hillock

(Business Administration)

This program offers dynamic full-time or part-time pacing
to allow students to complete their degree in a timeframe
that matches with the demands of their own work and
personal life.
• Courses in the Fall and Winter terms take place on-site,
plus one online offering.

(History)

(Social Work)
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GRADUATE DIPLOMA IN EDUCATIONAL AND COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP (G.DIP.)

The Graduate Diploma in Educational and Community Leadership is a five-course program including three
required courses and two elective courses. Required courses include an Educational Theory course, a
Research Methods Course, and implementation of a focused action research project.

G.DIP. ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS
For the Graduate Diploma, a second-class average (B, 73%) in the last ten undergraduate credits is required.
May 1, 2019 - Application deadline for September 2019 start
August 1, 2019 - Application deadline for January 2020 start

M.ED. ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

To meet admissions requirements, students must have completed a 4 years honours bachelor degree with
an average of at least B+ (77%, GPA 3.3) in the last 10 undergraduate courses. Applicants with a 3 year
bachelor degree plus a bachelor of education will also be considered.
Additional considerations:
• Availability of the appropriate faculty as instructors, supervisors and committee members.
• Appropriateness of the applicant’s previous education and training.
• Feasibility of the applicant’s proposed course of study and project.
• Command of appropriate language(s) by the applicant.
To learn more about the M.Ed. in Educational Studies program, and more about the graduate experience at
Trent University please visit our web site at www.trentu.ca/education/masters/

CONTACT US

Please contact us if you have any questions or
need additional information:
M.Ed. in Educational Studies
Trent University
1600 West Bank Drive
Peterborough, Ontario K9J 7B8
Tel: (705) 748-1011 x 7727
E-mail: MEd@trentu.ca
trentu.ca/education/masters

OUR TEAM

Dr. Blair Niblett
Graduate Program Director
blairniblett@trentu.ca
Mackenzie Condon
Administrative Assistant
educgradadmin@trentu.ca
Rich McPherson
Knowledge Mobilization Education Coordinator
richmcpherson@trentu.ca

