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The following slides were prepared by a licensed immigration professional in compliance with 

section 91 of the Immigration and Refugee Protection Act (IRPA).  

This is not a legal document and does not constitute legal advice. 

Immigration information may change without notice and it is your responsibility to refer to 

Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada (IRCC) for the most up-to-date information.

IRCC is the authoritative source for immigration legislation, policies, instructions and information.  

The information in this tutorial is current as of September 29, 2022 and subject to change. 

Disclaimer

https://laws.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/i-2.5/page-11.html#h-275485
https://laws.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/i-2.5/
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship.html
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A study permit is an immigration document issued by 
Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada which defines 
your status in Canada as a temporary resident  and student .

It is a status document - it is not an entry document.

Typically issued the length of your program or the length of
your passport, whichever comes first.

Has certain conditions you must meet to keep it valid.

Has conditions which define what you are (and are not) 
permitted to do while in Canada studying.

What is a study permit?

https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/study-permit.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/study-permit/prepare-arrival/study-permit-conditions.html


not taking authorized leaves longer than 150 days from study program 

actively pursue studies, by...

being enrolled full-time or part-time in each mandatory term (except final term)

make progress towards the completion of program of study

be enrolled at a designated learning institution (DLI), unless exempt

What are my conditions as a study permit holder?

end your studies if no longer meet the requirements of being a student

leave Canada when status expires

other conditions noted on your study permit (i.e. working conditions R186)

https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/study-permit/prepare-arrival/study-permit-conditions.html


You can work as an international student in Canada if your study 

permit lists a condition that says you’re allowed to work on- or off-

campus.

May accept employment on or off campus if meeting eligibility criteria 

as per R186(f), (v) or (w). Must cease working if no longer meeting 

these criteria.

What condition allows me to work? R186



Must be: 
Full-time enrolled in a degree/diploma/certificate program at least 6 months in length
Have started your program of study 
Have valid study permit with conditions noted (R186)
Have a valid Social Insurance Number 

Regular Academic Session (fall/winter/summer): 
Eligible to work 20 hours per week off campus
Eligible to work full-time on-campus 

Regularly Scheduled Breaks:
Permitted to work full-time during a regularly scheduled break and were a full-time student 
before and after the scheduled break. 
A scheduled break refers to any break noted in the Trent  Academic Calendar.

As an international student you may be permitted to work while you are in Canada. 

Can I work as a student?

https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/work/work-off-campus.html#breaks
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/work/work-off-campus.html#breaks
https://www.trentu.ca/registrar/sites/trentu.ca.registrar/files/documents/2021TrentGradCalendar_0.pdf
https://www.trentu.ca/registrar/sites/trentu.ca.registrar/files/documents/2021TrentGradCalendar_0.pdf
https://www.trentu.ca/registrar/sites/trentu.ca.registrar/files/documents/2021TrentGradCalendar_0.pdf
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/work/work-off-campus.html


A minimum of 2.0 credits in each mandatory term. The typical full-time course-load is 2.5 
credits in each mandatory term.
Fall (Sept to Dec) and Winter (Jan to Apr) are deemed mandatory terms.
Summer (May to Aug) is an optional term with no course-load requirement. 

Automatically full-time unless request part-time.
Fall (Sept to Dec) and Winter (Jan to Apr) and Summer (May to Aug) are deemed mandatory 
terms.

You must be a full-time student to be eligible to work as per your study permit working conditions. 

Undergraduate and Post-Graduate Certificate

Graduate (Masters/PhD)

How do I determine if I am full-time?



are a part-time student - unless in final semester and meet other requirements

have an expired study permit

are on an authorized leave from your studies

are switching schools and are not currently studying

your study permit indicates not authorized to work while you study

are enrolled in an English or French as a second language (ESL/FSL) program

are taking general interest courses

are taking courses required to be accepted into a full-time program

your situation changes and you no longer meet all of the requirements to work off campus

You are not permitted to work while studying, if you:

Who can not work on/off campus?

https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/work/work-on-campus.html#part-time
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/study-permit/prepare-arrival/study-permit-conditions.html#s01.1


A SIN is a 9-digit number that is issued by the Government of Canada. 

Canadian citizens, permanent residents, and temporary residents require Social Insurance 
Number (SIN) to work in Canada or to receive benefits and services from government 
programs.

As a temporary resident, your SIN will expire with your study permit.

If your SIN expires, you may continue to work while waiting for your new immigration 
document if you "maintain your status" during the processing. 

How do I "maintain my status"? Apply for a new study permit PRIOR to the expiry. 

Apply to update the expiry of your SIN once you obtain your new study permit.

Social Insurance Number

https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/corporate/publications-manuals/operational-bulletins-manuals/temporary-residents/visitors/implied-status-extending-stay.html


work as per your working conditions
remain eligible for the future Post-Graduation Work Permit 
Program

In your final term of study, you may have less than a full course- 
load to complete your studies.

If this is your case, you will still be deemed a full-time student for 
immigration purposes. 

Therefore, you will still be permitted to:

Final term of study and work



When you complete your coursework and when your program is 
deemed officially complete are not the same date. 

In most cases, you will finish your coursework in April, August, or 
December depending on your program completion.

However, your program will not be officially audited until mid-May, 
mid-September, or mid-January.

Finishing your program and work

Program Audit Date
mid-May
mid-September
mid-January

Course completion
April
August
December



If you have a MANDATORY work component of your studies (i.e. nursing placement) where you 
gain academic credit for work completed, you will require a co-op/internship work permit.

In most cases, those admitted in to a program with a mandatory work component are issued a 
co-op work permit when they obtain their study permit at the Canadian port-of-entry.

If you transfer into a co-op program, you will have to apply from inside Canada. 

Find a step-by-step guide on the application process on our website: 
www.trentu.ca/currentstudents/international/immigration/co-opinternship-work-permit

What if I want to complete an internship that is not part of my program, can I apply for a co-op 
work permit? No, it must be work that is mandatory to graduate from your program.

Co-op/internship work permit

http://www.trentu.ca/currentstudents/international/immigration/co-opinternship-work-permit


After your coursework is complete, you are NOT deemed on a scheduled break and 
therefore cannot work full-time.

IRCC permits you to work 20-hours off campus until your program is audited and you get 
official confirmation of program completion. 

Once your program is complete, you MUST stop working under your study permit working 
conditions.

You can then apply for the Post-Graduation Work Permit Program.

Why does this matter?

Finishing your program and work



Can I work 20 hours per week off-campus AND on-campus working hours?
Yes, as long as you are a full-time student. 

What is deemed on-campus work?
"On-campus” means you can work at all the buildings on your school campus (library, cafeteria, 
athletics, research lab, etc)

Can I take time off from my studies and work instead?
No, your study permit working conditions are tied to your full-time enrollment. You can only work 
while you are a full-time student.

Can I study part-time and work as per my study permit conditions?
No, unless you are in your final term (4 months) of study and you have less than a full-time 
courseload to complete your program and you have met all other working conditions.

Working in Canada Q&A



Trent International Immigration Support

Attend an "Ask an Immigration Advisor" Live chat 

Attend an Immigration Webinar or Tutorial 

Visit our Trent International website for immigration resources,  application tutorials and 
session registration www.trentu.ca/currentstudents/immigration

Book an appointment >www.trentu.ca/sep>Appointment Bookings> Trent 
International>Immigration Advising.

http://www.trentu.ca/currentstudents/immigration
http://www.trentu.ca/sep


Immigration Webinars/Tutorials

The Post-Graduation Work Permit Program (PGWP)- Oct 7 @ 10:30am

Apply for PGWP from within Canada - Oct 10 @ 10am

Extend Your Study Permit - Oct 14 @ 11am 

Study Permit Working Conditions - Oct 17 @ 5pm

Extend Your Study Permit - Oct 21 @ 9am 

The Post-Graduation Work Permit Program (PGWP) - Oct 27 @ 10:30am 

Apply for an Entry Visa from within Canada - Oct 28 @ 12pm 

Extend Your Study Permit - Oct 21 @ 11am 

Attend one of our upcoming Immigration webinars or tutorials:

Register on our website: 
www.trentu.ca/currentstudents/international/international-student-information-sessions

http://www.trentu.ca/currentstudents/international/international-student-information-sessions


Have questions? Please contact us!

Email: international@trentu.ca

Follow us on Instagram: @trentuinternational

CONTACT US


