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Meeting date: Wednesday, November 5, 2025
Location: Zoom and A.J.M. Smith Meeting Room

In attendance: Melanie Buddle (Chair), Lawrence Lam (AVP Students), Aimee St. Thomas (Secretary), Mara Graham (Wellness), Robert King (Housing), Miguel Capilla Bagatella (TI), Dino Chomatas (Athletics), Sarah Ovens (LEC), Emma Perratt (OC), Brooklynn Loder (GC), Gold Jegede (TCSA), Davida Egbung (TGSA), Diamond Akinbaleye (TISA), Aekana Souliere (TUNA), Maeve Virgo (Orientation), Melissa Fernandes (Orientation), Claudia Foung (TI), Julie Middleton (Wellness), Mark Murdoch (Food Services), Nathaniel Collard (CC), Melissa Martin (Campus Safety), Joanne Sokolowski, MK Milliard (Convocation), Patti Kidd (Campus Card) Nathan McFadden (Athletics), and Michael Eamon (Colleges)

Agenda: 
1.      Chair’s Welcome
2.      Approval of Agenda
3.      Approval of October minutes
4.      Convocation Update – Joanne & MK
5.      AVP Students Updates
6.      Other Business
7.      Adjournment

1. Chair’s Welcome – Melanie Buddle
· Roundtable introductions.
· Land Acknowledgement – Mark Murdoch spoke of the 7 Grandfather Teachings, specifically bravery. It’s appropriate for this group when having challenging conversations and staying respectful to others.
· Brooklynn volunteered to give the Land Acknowledgement at the December meeting.
· Elders & Traditional Peoples Gathering is this weekend.  See link for details and full schedule.
· Student Success Survey deadline was extended to today (Nov 5). Please promote the survey to students as results do impact decisions that are made.

2. Approval of Agenda
Motioned by Brooklynn. Seconded by Nathaniel. All in Favor.

3. Approval of October 1, 2025, Minutes
Motioned by Sarah. Seconded by Melissa Fernandes. All in favour

4. Convocation Update – Joanne Sokolowski & MK Milliard
· Convocation 2026 will be June 2-10 in Peterborough and June 11-12 in Durham.  The full schedule will be posted to trentu.ca/convocation in February.
· The importance of applying to graduate now was stressed.  This allows the Registrar’s Office to confirm students’ have met the requirements to graduate and/or flag any changes needed to your January schedule.
· Application to graduate form is found on the myTrent Portal under Academics>Self Service>Graduation Overview.
· If schedule changes are made for the winter term, students should check in or see and Academic Advisor to confirm graduation requirements are still being met.
· Check the convocation website often for details, announcements, FAQs and important deadlines and requirements.
· Budget update – growing number of graduates and increased student participation have increased convocation costs.  The Convocation subcommittee will be asking for a budget increase.  Current fee is $17.
· Durham has separate convocation fee which is higher than Peterborough because they must rent the Tribute Centre for ceremonies.
· Joanne will present budget options to the Convocation Subcommittee first and then the finalized version will be available to CASSC two weeks prior to voting.

5. AVP, Students Updates
· Open House is this Friday. Wear Trent Colours and make campus as welcoming as possible.
· Accommodation for Students with Disabilities Policy working group is making edits to the policy.  There are student representatives in the group.  A draft will be ready for review by stakeholders early in the winter term and then move through the Senate process.
· Harm reduction group and subgroups are doing phenomenal work.  They hosted a successful pancake breakfast at HOTT.  They are also looking at policies & procedures on how to make campus as safe as possible.
· University Mission, Vision and Values.  Process includes conversations with students, staff and faculty.  Feedback will be collected, and the executive team will work with a consultant to refine. 
· The Library Advisory Subcommittee is looking for student input.  They provide updates on resources for students and ways to make the library more engaging. If interested please reach out to the Manager of Finance & Administration, Loretta Durst ldurst@trentu.ca or Librarian Emily Tufts emilytufts@trentu.ca
· New position in Student Affairs – Manager, Student Support and Care Coordination.  Alison Rodgers will help students who have more complex needs with care coordination and getting connected to appropriate campus resources.  Will be developing a referral process.  Alison to join a future meeting to discuss her role.
· Student Service Hub and One-Stop-Shop for student services.  The new college will house a Student Service Hub opening in 2028.  The goal is to get students to a singular location to get answers to most of their questions.  Over time, will transition to more online resources (tier 0) and a singular point of contact for general questions (tier 1), but will continue to have specialized services (tier 2) 
· Cheryl Turk, AVP, Finance will attend our December CASSC meeting and provide an update of the financial landscape of the university, as well as training for budget presentations.  Please make sure you or a proxy can join to get the foundational training.  

6. Other Business
· Emma (OC) – Fall College Weekend is Nov 15th & 16th.
· Melissa F – Orientation subcommittee is still looking for student reps. At the first meeting an additional voting member was added, and the Terms of Reference was updated.  Orientation Feedback Survey is out.  
· Nathaniel (CC) – Champlain intends to host a de-stressor event before final exams.  More details to follow.
· Aekana (TUNA) – small events in the works.  Reserved the gym for March 7th for a Pow Wow.  Reminder to please attend the Elders Gathering this weekend.
· Patti (Campus Card)– mobile credentials still rolling out.  Hardware change will come in the new year.
· Mark – Food Services subcommittee has had 2 rounds of meetings so far.  Also still looking for student representation.
· Robert (Housing) – first meeting is tomorrow.
· Brooklyn (GC) – Also running some destressing events. Funding for clubs and groups is opening.
· Sarah (LEC) – Cabinet is meeting twice this month.  Clubs and groups funding just closed.  Formal planning has started. 
· Dino (Athletics) – The men’s lacrosse team has qualified for the Baggataway Cup.  The first game is Nov 7th.  Women’s and men’s volleyball teams are playing on Nov 14th for an Excalibur Pride night.
· Miguel (Trent International) – The TI clothing drive went well. Thank you for everyone who donated.  TI Wednesdays continuing through the winter.
· Claudia (Trent International) – The International Bursary application opens in the winter term.
· Mara (Student Wellness)– Still looking for student reps.  Events include a new initiative in partnership with the colleges, a pop up STI event called “Pee for Pizza”.  Peer health educators will also there.  Wellness will also be partnering with the TCSA on Nov 19th for the Gender Affirming Care Fair at TSC.  More details to come about a Trans Day of Remembrance event to be held on Nov 20th.  Thrive Week date has been set to week of Jan 19, 2026.
· Michael (Colleges)– Traill Cabinet has been organized.  TC continuing Sunday Free dinners at 5pm, first-come-first-serve. All students are welcome.  This Sunday Chartwells will be serving chili.
· Nathan (Athletics) – Trent attended the rowing national championships in Montreal and did very well.  Athletics subcommittee will be scheduling a meeting for the end of November but are still waiting for reps.
· Melissa M (Campus Safety)– Subcommittee will be meeting the end of November and is also still looking for reps. TUEFRT Jan tryouts open soon.  Trent Walkhome always looking for volunteers.
· Davida (TGSA) – The TGSA fall general meeting will be on Nov 12th.  Details to come about a December holiday party and winter clothing drive.  
· Gold (TCSA) – Red Dress Seal-Skin Pin Workshop today from 3-5pm. Check TCSA website for additional updates and events.  A tracking process for the Punch-A-Lunch cards is being developed.  Working on getting promotional material out so students are aware of the program. 
· Mark (Food Services) – An additional program like Punch-A-Lunch has been added.  It’s for one-time use and intended for students in immediate need of a meal.   Overall, 30 thousand punches are available, and only a little over a 1000 have been used so far.  Cards are being taken but not being used.
· Melanie – Diversity of Dumplings taste testing today from 12-1pm in the Jake Thomas Kitchen in GC. Ten Thousand Villages Market Nov 19-20th in the Gathering Space.  Students can volunteer to work at it.
· MK(Convocation) – Convocation subcommittee meeting will be Nov 25th.  Nov 11th Remembrance Day observances will be in the Great Hall.  The Elaine Stavro Visiting Scholar is Dr. Nadia Urbinati from Columbia University.  She will be speaking on Nov 27th at Traill College.
7. Adjournment
Motion to adjourn by Nathaniel. Seconded by Claudia.
image1.png
TRENT ¥

UNIVERSITY




