University-Integrated
Seniors Village

Potential for Innovation Report

Laura I.L. Poulin

2022 TK}ENT ;I;'

UNIVERSITY

TRENT CENTRE FOR AGING & SOCIETY




University-Integrated Seniors Village Report Series

With funding from the Jalynn Bennett Estate held at Trent University, the University-Integrated
Seniors Village Report Series was established in 2021 to provide information for Trent's
University-Integrated Seniors Village development. Hosted by the Trent Centre for Aging &
Society, this series features the following three reports based on consultations with experts

in the field, a review of academic, research and sector grey literature, and a profile of existing
university-integrated Seniors Village initiatives around the world. These and future reports in
the series are available from the Trent Centre for Aging & Society (www.trentu.ca/aging).

University-Integrated Seniors Village Report Series

1. Poulin, L.I.L. (2022). University-Integrated Seniors Village: State of Knowledge Report.
Peterborough, Ontario: Trent Centre for Aging & Society, Trent University, 45 pgs.

2. Poulin, L.I.L. (2022). University-Integrated Seniors Village: Environmental Scan Report.
Peterborough, Ontario: Trent Centre for Aging & Society, 176 pgs.

3. Poulin, L.I.L. (2022). University-Integrated Seniors Village: Potential for Innovation Report.
Peterborough, Ontario: Trent Centre for Aging & Society, 28 pgs.

Potential for Innovation


http://www.trentu.ca/aging

TRENT 8

UNIVERSITY

TRENT CENTRE FOR AGING & SOCIETY

Trent Centre for Aging & Society
Trent University

Peterborough, Ontario

Canada

To access a copy of this report

Please visit www.trentu.ca/aging and/or email aging@trentu.ca.

Funding information

The University-Integrated Seniors Village Report Series is funded by the Jalynn Bennett
Estate held at Trent University.

Acknowledgements

The report author would like to acknowledge the experts that were consulted during the
creation of the University-Integrated Seniors Village Report Series, including the Trent
Centre for Aging & Society Executive Members and Amber Colibaba, Coordinator, Trent
Centre for Aging & Society.

How to cite this report

Poulin, L.I.L. (2022). University-Integrated Seniors Village: Potential for Innovation Report.
Peterborough, Ontario: Trent Centre for Aging & Society, Trent University, 28 pgs.

To contact the report author

Please e-mail Laura Poulin at Ipoulin@trentu.ca.

Potential for Innovation


http://www.trentu.ca/aging
mailto:aging@trentu.ca
mailto:lpoulin@trentu.ca

University-Integrated Seniors Village
Potential for Innovation Report

TABLE OF CONTENTS

INEFOAUCTION. ...ttt sttt ettt e be bbb e 5
Seniors Village MOdels ...t 6
Potential for INNOVALION .......cc.eiiiirieeeee e 6

Aligning with the Trent Lands and Nature Areas Plan...............ccccoccovininincienenccnsenecnene, 7
Learning and DiSCOVEIY..........ccciviriiiriiierieeieesie sttt ettt sbe et bt bes e saesaeenees 7
Potential for INNOVALION ...c..cucieieiiee e 7
Environmental Resilience and INtegrity.........cocooerieieniniinineeeeeeee e, 8
Potential for INNOVALION .......cceviiirieieeee e e 8

Economic Resilience, Leadership and INtegrity..........ccccevviviiiniieniienienieeneeneeneeeeenns 9
Potential for INNOVALION .......cceiiiiieeeeee e 9

Social Resilience, Community and INCIUSIVItY ........ccccoovevviininiininiiceceen 10
Potential for INNOVATION .......coiiiiireeeee e e 10

RESOUICES ...... oot b e sbe e s ba e s b e b b e be e 12
Learning and DiSCOVErY RESOUICES ........ccccecueriirierienieeienit et ste st see st seesee e b see e sneens 12
Environmental Resilience and Integrity ReSoOUrces ...........ccccoeveievieiniinenencnenennens 13
Economic Resilience, Leadership and Innovation Resources ...........c.ccoecevvrvvenennnnne 15

Social Resilience, Community and Inclusivity Resources..........c.cccovervienenienienennee. 19

Other Useful RESOUICES .........cooiiiiiiiiienieeeeeeete ettt s 25

Potential for Innovation 4



INTRODUCTION

Pursuing innovation in a university-integrated Seniors Village relies on more than the provision
of quality older adult care or the facilitation of student placements and research opportunities.
Instead, innovation is sought through the identification of a clear vision and supplementary
goals that align with the needs and preferences of local populations. Through this community
approach, multi-leveled partnerships, physical designs, programs, services and amenities are
continually adjusted to ensure the economic sustainability and support of the local community.
This collaborative approach enhances the lives of older populations while expanding the range
of transformative experiences that foster learning and discovery.

From the State of Knowledge Report, it was determined that the Trent Lands and Nature Areas
Plan provides an unprecedented opportunity to become a leader in the field. In particular,

the objectives of the Trent Lands and Nature Areas Plan align with the current political
landscape, which expands the community and governmental partnerships available to support
development and operation. The findings from the Environmental Scan Report reinforce the need
for this prescient approach, establishing the lack of socially inclusive and/or environmentally
sustainable Seniors Village models currently in operation.

In alignment with the objectives of the Trent Lands and Nature Areas Plan, this report
summarizes the knowledge gained from this research project and provides areas for potential
innovation that could distinguish Trent as an international leader in the field. Below is a
summary of these critical points to consider:

{6} The inclusion of Indigenous knowledge and teachings to inform a prescient Seniors
Village model.

Intergenerational interaction and sustainable intergenerational living opportunities.

o %

The social inclusion and support of BIPOC', LGBTQIA+2, people with lower socio-
economic needs, people living with cognitive and physical disabilities and/or other
marginalized populations.

The integration of Seniors Village models that foster an informal continuum of care.

%

Interdisciplinary education and research opportunities beyond aging, health and care.

1 Black, Indigenous, People of Colour.
2 Lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, intersex, asexual, two-spirited and other expressions of self-identity.
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SENIORS VILLAGE MODELS

Several Seniors Village models have been identified in academic literature, however, in practice,
each Seniors Village is uniquely designed to align with the political landscape, community
partnerships and the populations it aims to serve. While the most common Seniors Village
model employed in Canada is the Campus of Care Model, other models such as homesharing,
cohousing, ecovillages and dementia villages have been used worldwide as a means of
supporting older populations.

POTENTIAL FOR INNOVATION

Cohousing and ecovillage models have yet to be included on a university campus and
have been underexplored particularly within the Canadian context.

04

{6} While homesharing initiatives are increasingly being pursued by Canadian universities,
many of these projects are based on short-term grants and there is a lack of
homesharing opportunities provided in long-term care residences.

{é} Only one university-affiliated dementia village exists in Canada presenting a potential
area for innovation.

Potential for Innovation 6



ALIGNING WITH THE TRENT LANDS
AND NATURE AREAS PLAN

LEARNING AND DISCOVERY

In university-integrated Seniors Villages, ‘Living Labs’ and/or ‘Living classrooms’ provide
transformative learning experiences and research opportunities that are mutually beneficial

to students and seniors. These opportunities aim to support practical knowledge and skill
formation that assist students to become more confident and competent in practice. In
addition, most universities provide educational opportunities specifically for seniors highlighting
the importance of lifelong learning.

POTENTIAL FOR INNOVATION

{6} Interdisciplinary education and research opportunities beyond aging, health and
) care are underexplored within university-integrated Seniors Villages. Acknowledging
connections to other interdisciplinary fields at Trent and other universities/colleges
may enhance the well-being of both students and aging populations.

{6} In Canada, the provision of research and education on the connection between
environmental sustainability and aging is limited to short-term projects that often lack
longevity.

{6} Although intergenerational living options are becoming more common in Canada there
is an absence of intergenerational education and research opportunities that support
these experiences.

Cohousing and ecovillage models present a rich educational and research context that
has yet to be included on a university campus in Canada. Similarly, dementia villages
can provide experiential education and applied research opportunities and yet there is
only one university-affiliated dementia village in Canada.

2t
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ENVIRONMENTAL RESILIENCE
AND INTEGRITY

Environmental Sustainability

Contemporary university-integrated Seniors Villages embrace environmentally friendly physical
designs and provide some environmental programming to residents. Internationally, ecovillage
models have been particularly effective in supporting environmentally sustainable approaches
to caring for aging populations.

Indigenous Knowledge and Teachings

There is a burgeoning interest in supporting the inclusion of Indigenous knowledge and
teachings in education and research as well as in the care provided to older people. Case
examples from long-term care and one case example at the college level provide insight into
these pursuits, illustrating approaches that integrate Indigenous and westernized practices.
While these initiatives have made great progress, legislation, policies and care regulations at a
provincial level can challenge the implementation of these models in practice.

POTENTIAL FOR INNOVATION

{é} Indigenous knowledge and teachings have yet to be encompassed into a university-
integrated Seniors Village.

{6} Some academic researchers propose that cohousing, homesharing and ecovillage
models are reflective of traditional ways of living of First Nations People.

{6} In Canada, environmentally sustainable models of care have been underexplored and
ecovillages have not been included on a university campus.
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ECONOMIC RESILIENCE, LEADERSHIP
AND INTEGRITY

Contemporary Seniors Villages use mixed funding models and ownership to support economic
resiliency. Regardless of the funding and ownership model maintained, collaborations with
community partners are established as a means of pursuing innovative methods of education,
research and care. These connections result in increased resources, funding and operational
efficiencies.

Aligning with the Political Landscape

Contemporary university-integrated Seniors Villages aim to align themselves with the current
political landscape. Governmental partnerships on a municipal, provincial and federal level
are imperative to the development and operation of Seniors Villages as they increase funding,
resources and political support. These government connections allow university-integrated
Seniors Villages to act as sites of innovation, pursuing methods of integrated and coordinated
care that enhance the support provided to aging populations.

Designated Leadership

Often co-funded by multiple community partners, designated leaders seek out mutually
beneficial practices that contribute to development and generate operational efficiencies (e.g.,
resource sharing, bulk purchasing etc.). These leaders ensure Seniors Villages are continually
adapting to fit political priorities as well as seek out new community partnerships, secure funding
and pursue innovative methods of practice.

POTENTIAL FOR INNOVATION

{é} The current political landscape in Canada highlights the pressing need for affordable
housing and for initiatives that are inclusive of populations other than the dominant
norm. The most prominent of these political priorities highlight the importance of
Indigenous inclusion. Specifically, identifying care models, educational and research
approaches as well as affordable housing options for and including Indigenous
populations have been centralized in government initiatives at all levels (See Federal
and Provincial Priorities that Align with the Trent Lands and Nature Areas Plan).

{é} The COVID-19 pandemic has emphasized the growing need to train the next generation
of health professionals and to adequately prepare them for real-world contexts of care.
This focus has been identified as a priority by the Ontario government (See Federal and
Provincial Priorities that Align with the Trent Lands and Nature Areas Plan).
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SOCIAL RESILIENCE, COMMUNITY
AND INCLUSIVITY

A Community Approach

Including input from the broader community is a critical component of contemporary
university-integrated Seniors Village models to fit the needs of local residents and include the
voices of community members that are frequently under-represented. Community partners
and organizations play a key role in shaping, funding and resourcing Seniors Villages and all
partners pursue a shared overall vision and objectives. Partnerships between educational
institutions are particularly common to expand the mutually beneficial education and research
opportunities available within Seniors Villages.

Physical Design and Accessibility

The amenities, services and physical spaces of university-integrated Seniors Villages are
designed to be adaptive and multi-functional to support the diverse and changing needs

of students, residents and the broader community. As such, physical designs of university-
integrated Seniors Villages vary widely depending on the unique vision and goals pursued.
While these physical designs are diverse, all Seniors Villages consider accessibility and are
inviting to the community, students and older residents. Many Seniors Villages include
community approaches to seniors care such as “Age-Friendly”, “Dementia-Friendly’ or ‘Walkable
Community’ frameworks. By doing so, their physical designs, amenities and services aim to
support a wide range of age groups and are inclusive of people living with memory/cognitive
impairments, physical disabilities and mental health diagnoses.

Aging-in-Place and Holistic Health

Supporting older people to age-in-place by providing a continuum of care is a prominent feature
of contemporary Seniors Village models. This approach to seniors’ care fosters holistic health,
quality of life and well-being rather than only medical health and physical care. Although this
holistic approach is critical to the care of aging populations, the biomedical focus of publically
available care in Ontario can challenge older peoples’ pursuit of quality of life and holistic health
in practice.

Including Populations other than the Dominant Norm

Several Seniors Village models have been designed to support older populations other than

the dominant norm. For example, some Seniors Village models incorporate mixed housing
options to account for the diverse economic backgrounds of older people or embrace culturally
appropriate care models. Education and research programs have also been created to enhance
knowledge and/or improve the care provided to marginalized populations. While these socially-
inclusive models exist they are underexplored by universities within the Canadian context.
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Fostering Intergenerativity

More recent Seniors Village developments aim to foster intergenerativity through on-site
childcare centres, education/research initiatives, homesharing options and/or by providing
community services to a range of age groups. These experiences support meaningful
intergenerational interactions that are mutually beneficial to those involved. While
intergenerational living has been used worldwide to support aging populations, universities

in Canada typically provide only temporary homesharing opportunities based on short-term
research projects. In addition, the physical designs of Seniors Villages in Canada predominantly
only support older populations and therefore the services, amenities and physical designs of
these Seniors Villages are not inclusive of younger generations.

POTENTIAL FOR INNOVATION

{6} The City of Peterborough presents a supportive context in which to employ the
community approach utilized in contemporary Seniors Village models. Certainly, many
community planning initiatives within the city align with the objectives of the Trent
Lands and Nature Areas Plan (See Community Plans that Align with the Trent Lands
and Nature Areas Plan).

{é} Most university-integrated Seniors Villages utilize an overarching framework to support
the inclusion of older populations (e.g., ‘age friendly’, ‘dementia friendly’ or ‘walkability’
etc.), yet there is a lack of university-integrated Seniors Villages that utilize these
frameworks in combination to enhance accessibility.

{6} While university-integrated Seniors Villages aim to provide a continuum of care
to assist older people to age-in-place, the wait-list and bed allocation process in
Ontario inhibits a true continuum of care. Similarly, biomedicine is engrained in
provincial policies, staffing structures and practices that guide care provision of older
populations, which restricts older peoples’ pursuit of quality of life.

2t

Cohousing and ecovillage models include principles of co-caring that can assist older
people to age-in-place by fostering an informal continuum of care, however, the impact
of this approach on education, research and care has been underexplored in Canada.

In Canada, there is a dearth of university-integrated Seniors Villages that are
inclusive of BIPOC, LGBTQ+, people living with dementia and people living with lower
socioeconomic means.

{6} While intergenerativity has been a fundamental aspect of caring for older populations
around the globe, university-integrated Seniors Villages in Canada have not embraced
the importance of intergenerativity in their physical designs or in the living options,
education and/or research provided.
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020-01781-8

Morton-Chang, F. & Williams, P.A. (2021) Moving beyond more of the same, but better-how cam-
puses of care can transform long-term care. Healthcarepapers, 20(1), 59-65. doi: 10.12927/
hcpap.2021.26639

The Living Classroom: Shared Learning Environments for PSW Education. The Living Class-
room Implementation Guide for Colleges and Long-Term Care Homeshttps://livingclass-
room-ca.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/2019/04/RIA-Living-Classroom-Guide-2019.pdf

GREY LITERATURE

Lasell Village. (2021). Lasell Village: Senior Living at Lasell University. https://lasellvillage.com/
about/

ENVIRONMENTAL RESILIENCE
AND INTEGRITY RESOURCES
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Bowra, A. & Mashford-Pringle, A. (2021). More than a structure: Exploring the relationship
between Indigenous homemaking practices and holistic wellbeing. Wellbeing, Space and
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ACADEMIC REFERENCES - ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION AND SUSTAINABILITY

Bardenhagen, E., Rodiek, S., Nejati, A., & Lee, C. (2018). The Seniors' Outdoor Survey (SOS Tool):
A Proposed Weighting and Scoring Framework to Assess Outdoor Environments in Resi-
dential Care Settings, Journal of Housing For the Elderly, 32(1), 99-120. doi: 10.1080/027638
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Hollnagel, H.C., de Araujo, L.J.S., & Bueno, R.L.P. (2016). Analysis of the contribution of small
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Richards, C. (2021) Active later life learners, sustainability advocacy and the (re-) emerging global
role of seniors as twenty-first-century ‘Tribal Elders’. In: Narot P., Kiettikunwong N. (eds)
Education for the Elderly in the Asia Pacific. Education in the Asia-Pacific Region: Issues, Con-
cerns and Prospects. Singapore. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-981-16-3326-3_4

GREY LITERATURE - ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY

Canada Green Building Council. (2021). LEED Certification in Canada. https://www.cagbc.org/
CAGBC/Programs/LEED/LEEDV4/LEED_v4_Rating_System_Selection_Guidance.aspx

City of Nipigon. (2021). Paddle to Sea Park. https://www.nipigon.net/play-explore/places-to-visit/
paddle-to-the-sea-park

Research Institute for Aging. (2021). Agri-Food For Healthy Aging. Doi: https://the-ria.ca/pro-
grams/agri-food-for-healthy-aging-a-ha/

The Green House Project. (n.d.) The Green House Project Revolutionizing Care to Empower
Lives. https://thegreenhouseproject.org/resources/research/

ECONOMIC RESILIENCE, LEADERSHIP
AND INNOVATION RESOURCES

COMMUNITY PLANS THAT ALIGN WITH THE TRENT LANDS AND NATURE AREAS PLAN
Age-Friendly Peterborough: Community Action Plan
A community plan that is supported by the Age-Friendly Peterborough advisory committee.

Website: https://www.peterborough.ca/en/city-hall/resources/Documents/Age-friendly-Pe-
terborough.pdf

City of Peterborough - Affordable Housing Community Improvement Plan

Financial incentives to stimulate construction of affordable housing in Peterborough includ-
ing three grant and incentive programs.

Website: https://www.peterborough.ca/en/doing-business/grants-and-incentives.aspx#Af-
fordable-Housing-Community-Improvement-Plan-programs ; https://www.peterborough.
ca/en/doing-business/resources/Documents/Affordable-Housing-Community-Improve-
ment-Plan.pdf
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City of Peterborough - Housing and Homelessness Plan

The Housing and Homelessness Plan establishes new targets for ending chronic homeless-
ness and building more affordable housing in Peterborough.

Website: https://www.peterborough.ca/en/city-hall/10-year-housing-and-homelessness-
plan.aspx#Housing-First

City of Peterborough - Community Wellbeing Plan

Community planning initiative focused on improving environmental stewardship, demo-
cratic and community engagement, good jobs, safety and health communities, housing,
income and poverty and transportation in the City of Peterborough.

Website: https://www.peterborough.ca/en/city-hall/resources/Documents/Community-Well-
being/CWBPlan-Accessible_PAC_Report.pdf; https://www.peterborough.ca/en/city-hall/com-
munity-well-being-plan.aspx#Fact-Sheets

City of Peterborough 10 Year Strategic Plan for Recreation, Parks, Arenas and Culture

Outlines the strategic plan for attending to recreation, parks, arenas and culture in the City
of Peterborough

Website: https://www.peterborough.ca/en/city-hall/resources/Documents/Vision-2025-Stra-
tegic-Plan.pdf

Dementia Friendly Canada
Resources to support dementia friendly interactions, spaces and communities.

Website: https://alzheimer.ca/en/take-action/become-dementia-friendly/dementia-friend-
ly-canada

Dementia Friendly Ontario
Community planning approach to ensure that communities are dementia-friendly.

Website: https://alzheimer.ca/on/en/take-action/become-dementia-friendly/demen-
tia-friendly-communities-ontario

Peterborough Region - Community Safety and Well-being Plan

Broadens the community wellbeing plan initiated by the City of Peterborough the Commu-
nity Safety and Well-being Plan focuses on the same key areas of focus but for the broader
Peterborough region.

Website: https://www.cavanmonaghan.net/en/local-government/resources/Community-
Safety-and-Well-being-Plan---Interim-Report.pdf ; https://www.thepeterboroughexaminer.
com/local-kawartha-lakes/news/2021/02/11/kawartha-lakes-to-develop-plan-to-promote-
community-safety-and-well-being-in-the-wake-of-covid-19.html?originator=mykawartha.
com&showmsg=1 ; https://www.kawarthalakes.ca/en/news/community-safety-and-well-be-
ing-plan-advisory-committee-members-appointed.aspx
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Sustainable Peterborough Community Plan
This is the overall vision for community sustainability in Peterborough.
Website: https://sustainablepeterborough.ca/community-plan/theme-areas/
World Health Organization Towards a Dementia Inclusive Society

A framework to support community inclusion of people with dementia.
Website: https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240031531

World Health Organization Age-friendly Cities Framework.
A framework to support communities that are inclusive of aging populations.

Website: https://extranet.who.int/agefriendlyworld/age-friendly-cities-framework/

FEDERAL & PROVINCIAL PRIORITIES THAT ALIGN WITH THE TRENT LANDS
AND NATURE AREAS PLAN

Association of Municipalities of Ontario. (2016). Strengthening Age-Friendly Communities and
Seniors Services for 21st Century Ontario: A New Conversation about the Municipal Role.
https://www.amo.on.ca/sites/default/files/assets/DOCUMENTS/Reports/2016/Strengthen-
ingAgeFriendlyCommunitiesSeniorsServicesFor21stCenturyOntario20160920.pdf

Government of Canada. (2020). Environmental Funding Programs. https://www.canada.ca/en/
environment-climate-change/services/environmental-funding/programs.html

Government of Canada. (2020). Environmental Funding Programs. https://www.canada.ca/en/
environment-climate-change/services/environmental-funding/programs.html

Government of Canada. (2020). Setting new directions to support Indigenous research and re-
search training in Canada. https://www.canada.ca/en/research-coordinating-committee/
priorities/indigenous-research/strategic-plan-2019-2022.html

Government of Canada. (2020b). Setting new directions to support Indigenous research and re-
search training in Canada. https://www.canada.ca/en/research-coordinating-committee/
priorities/indigenous-research/strategic-plan-2019-2022.html|

Government of Canada. (2021). A sustainable development vision for Canada: Our vision and
principles. https://www.fsds-sfdd.ca/en/what-is-fsds

Government of Canada. (2021). Budget 2021: A Canada-side Early Learning and Child Care Plan.
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-finance/news/2021/04/budget-2021-a-canada-
wide-early-learning-and-child-care-plan.html
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Government of Canada. (2021). Environment and Climate Change Canada funding Programs.
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mate-change/green-infrastructure-programs/19780

Government of Canada. (2021). The Environmental Studies Research Fund. https://www.esr-
funds.org/home

Government of Canada. (2021b). Budget Investments will Strengthen Indigenous Communities.
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	Several Seniors Village models have been identified in academic literature, however, in practice, each Seniors Village is uniquely designed to align with the political landscape, community partnerships and the populations it aims to serve. While the most common Seniors Village model employed in Canada is the Campus of Care Model, other models such as homesharing, cohousing, ecovillages and dementia villages have been used worldwide as a means of supporting older populations.
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	Interdisciplinary education and research opportunities beyond aging, health and care are underexplored within university-integrated Seniors Villages. Acknowledging connections to other interdisciplinary fields at Trent and other universities/colleges may enhance the well-being of both students and aging populations. 
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	Cohousing and ecovillage models present a rich educational and research context that has yet to be included on a university campus in Canada. Similarly, dementia villages can provide experiential education and applied research opportunities and yet there is only one university-affiliated dementia village in Canada.
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	Contemporary university-integrated Seniors Villages embrace environmentally friendly physical designs and provide some environmental programming to residents. Internationally, ecovillage models have been particularly effective in supporting environmentally sustainable approaches to caring for aging populations. 
	There is a burgeoning interest in supporting the inclusion of Indigenous knowledge and teachings in education and research as well as in the care provided to older people. Case examples from long-term care and one case example at the college level provide insight into these pursuits, illustrating approaches that integrate Indigenous and westernized practices. While these initiatives have made great progress, legislation, policies and care regulations at a provincial level can challenge the implementation of
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	Some academic researchers propose that cohousing, homesharing and ecovillage models are reflective of traditional ways of living of First Nations People. 
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	Contemporary university-integrated Seniors Villages aim to align themselves with the current political landscape. Governmental partnerships on a municipal, provincial and federal level are imperative to the development and operation of Seniors Villages as they increase funding, resources and political support. These government connections allow university-integrated Seniors Villages to act as sites of innovation, pursuing methods of integrated and coordinated care that enhance the support provided to aging 
	Often co-funded by multiple community partners, designated leaders seek out mutually beneficial practices that contribute to development and generate operational efficiencies (e.g., resource sharing, bulk purchasing etc.). These leaders ensure Seniors Villages are continually adapting to fit political priorities as well as seek out new community partnerships, secure funding and pursue innovative methods of practice. 
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	The current political landscape in Canada highlights the pressing need for affordable housing and for initiatives that are inclusive of populations other than the dominant norm. The most prominent of these political priorities highlight the importance of Indigenous inclusion. Specifically, identifying care models, educational and research approaches as well as affordable housing options for and including Indigenous populations have been centralized in government initiatives at all levels (See ).
	The COVID-19 pandemic has emphasized the growing need to train the next generation of health professionals and to adequately prepare them for real-world contexts of care. This focus has been identified as a priority by the Ontario government (See ).
	Including input from the broader community is a critical component of contemporary university-integrated Seniors Village models to fit the needs of local residents and include the voices of community members that are frequently under-represented. Community partners and organizations play a key role in shaping, funding and resourcing Seniors Villages and all partners pursue a shared overall vision and objectives. Partnerships between educational institutions are particularly common to expand the mutually ben
	The amenities, services and physical spaces of university-integrated Seniors Villages are designed to be adaptive and multi-functional to support the diverse and changing needs of students, residents and the broader community. As such, physical designs of university-integrated Seniors Villages vary widely depending on the unique vision and goals pursued. While these physical designs are diverse, all Seniors Villages consider accessibility and are inviting to the community, students and older residents. Many
	Supporting older people to age-in-place by providing a continuum of care is a prominent feature of contemporary Seniors Village models. This approach to seniors’ care fosters holistic health, quality of life and well-being rather than only medical health and physical care. Although this holistic approach is critical to the care of aging populations, the biomedical focus of publically available care in Ontario can challenge older peoples’ pursuit of quality of life and holistic health in practice. 
	Several Seniors Village models have been designed to support older populations other than the dominant norm. For example, some Seniors Village models incorporate mixed housing options to account for the diverse economic backgrounds of older people or embrace culturally appropriate care models. Education and research programs have also been created to enhance knowledge and/or improve the care provided to marginalized populations. While these socially-inclusive models exist they are underexplored by universit
	More recent Seniors Village developments aim to foster intergenerativity through on-site childcare centres, education/research initiatives, homesharing options and/or by providing community services to a range of age groups. These experiences support meaningful intergenerational interactions that are mutually beneficial to those involved. While intergenerational living has been used worldwide to support aging populations, universities in Canada typically provide only temporary homesharing opportunities base
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	While university-integrated Seniors Villages aim to provide a continuum of care to assist older people to age-in-place, the wait-list and bed allocation process in Ontario inhibits a true continuum of care. Similarly, biomedicine is engrained in provincial policies, staffing structures and practices that guide care provision of older populations, which restricts older peoples’ pursuit of quality of life. 
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