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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
Interdisciplinarity is a hallmark of Trent
University. One component of this is
our commitment to the interdisciplinary
study of aging. Supported by the Office
of Research, the Trent Centre for Aging &
Society provides a foundation for our work in
this regard. The Centre boasts researchers from across the
humanities and social sciences, including two of Trent’s
Canada Research Chairs. In this report, you can read about
their and the Centre’s successes, and learn about the
Centre’s inspiring plans for the future.
Dr. Leo Groarke
President and Vice-Chancellor
Trent University
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MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR
As we celebrate five immensely successful
years, we welcome you to our new home in the
lovingly restored and renewed Bata Library. The
Peterborough region’s community members
inspire us to reimagine the possibilities offered by
an aging population. We’re thrilled to host impressive
researchers from across the globe. They come here because of
our stellar international reputation, genuine collaborative spirit,
original thinking, and creative approaches to critical studies of
aging. As the number of TCAS student members swells, we brim
with excitement about the future of interdisciplinary aging studies
at Trent and around the world.
Dr. Sally Chivers
Director, Trent Centre for Aging & Society
Professor, English Literature and Gender & Women’s Studies
Trent University
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WHO WE ARE
The Trent Centre for Aging & Society gathers faculty, students, staff, and community stakeholders to build meaningful dialogue
that challenges entrenched ideas about aging, old age and older people.
Home to two Canada Research Chairs as well as faculty and students from Canadian Studies, English Literature, Gender &
Women’s Studies, Geography, Kinesiology, Nursing, Philosophy, Psychology, Sociology, and Sustainability Studies, along with
partners from the municipal, health care and community sectors, TCAS is a catalyst for collaborative aging studies from a
diversity of perspectives.

OUR VISION
Trent University is an international leader in interdisciplinary aging studies that seeks to celebrate aging, understand diverse
experiences of aging, and challenge ageist practices in our communities and culture.
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RESEARCH AND INNOVATION
The Trent Centre for Aging & Society offers scholars, students, and community partners
a place to take part in innovative research, education, and community engagement
that challenges ageist policies and practices and is responsive to the issues facing older
people and aging communities. To date, our Trent faculty members alone have won more
than $2.7 million in external funding, which is fueling several exciting projects, including:
•

•

•

•
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Dr. Elizabeth Russell, assistant professor, Psychology’s project, “Building sustainable
age-friendly rural communities.” Dr. Russell, in collaboration with Dr. Mark Skinner,
Canada Research Chair in Rural Aging, Health and Social Care, Trent University and
Amber Colibaba, research coordinator, are studying the factors that may inhibit
and support sustainability in rural age-friendly programs. A model of age-friendly
program sustainability emerged from their pilot study with age-friendly champions
in rural Newfoundland and Labrador, and they are further investigating these factors
with a five-site case study with experts of age-friendly programs in rural Ontario,
currently underway.
Dr. Nadine Changfoot, associate professor, Political Studies is the Trent lead on a
$2.5 million project called Bodies in Translation: Activist Art, Technology and Access
to Life. Collaborators include nearly two-dozen university and community partners
across Canada working together, including TCAS director Dr. Sally Chivers and AgeFriendly Peterborough, to challenge misconceptions about disability and marginalized
communities. The Peterborough team will create short multimedia videos made
by older and intergenerational community members including artists, healthcare
providers, and aging and disability advocates who experience the intersections of
aging, disability and multiple differences, including gender, race, sexuality, and class.
Dr. Sally Chivers, TCAS director and professor of English and Gender & Women’s
Studies, is the Trent lead on a $2.5 million project called Imagining Age-Friendly
‘Communities within Communities’: International Promising Practices. The large and
highly collaborative team of international scholars and global partners, including TCAS
Graduate Student member Mariana Castelli Rosa, will travel to Denmark, Norway,
Australia, New Zealand and Taiwan for interviews, consultations, and observations. As
part of their research the team will co-create digital stories that explore how meaning
and equity are related to promising inclusion in age-friendly cities comprised of
gender diverse, immigrant, LGBTQ2S, Indigenous and poor seniors; those living with
disabilities or dementia; and people who provide seniors’ care.
Dr. Barb Marshall, professor, Sociology and Dr. Stephen Katz, professor emeritus
are engaged in a multiyear project called “Digital infrastructures of health and
ageing,” which focuses on the notion that electronic devices enlist their wearers into
producing and circulating their own health information and data. Prof. Marshall and
Prof. Katz’s project is one part of a larger million dollar international study that includes
partners in the Netherlands, Spain, and Sweden.
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GRADUATE STUDENT
ENROLLMENT UP

42%
SINCE 2016

CANADA RESEARCH CHAIRS: EXCELLENCE IN AGING RESEARCH
DR. MAY CHAZAN
Dr. May Chazan gratefully leads the Aging Activisms Research Collective, teaches, parents, researches, writes,
and organizes from Michi Saagiig Anishinaabeg territory (Peterborough, Canada), where she is continuously
nurturing relationships with, and learning from, four generations of brilliant thinkers and activists.
Dr. Chazan is a Canada Research Chair in Gender & Feminist Studies at Trent University and an executive
member of TCAS. Her program of research, Aging Activisms: Storying Resistance, Resurgence, and
Resilience, explores why and how activists of different backgrounds and generations work for change
throughout their lives, what it means for them to age as activists, and how they narrate, circulate, and archive
their own stories of resistance. Her work, which is both local and transnational in scope, focuses explicitly on
“less-recognized” activists and on “everyday” activisms, working to redress the omission of certain stories,
knowledges, and practices from dominant narratives of social change.
Drawing on feminist, queer, anti-racist, and decolonial methodologies, Dr. Chazan’s intergenerational storytelling
and research-generation workshops push the methodological and epistemic boundaries of both aging studies
and social movement scholarship. Her list of collaborators is also notably varied and includes several TCAS
members past and present such as Melissa Baldwin, Dr. Nicole Dalmer, Heidi Burns, and Emma Langley.

TRENT UNIVERSITY
IS AMONG

TOP 3.4%

DR. MARK SKINNER

UNIVERSITIES
IN THE WORLD

The founding director of TCAS, and currently the Dean of Social Sciences at Trent
University, Dr. Mark Skinner was named the Canada Research Chair in Rural Aging,
Health and Social Care in early 2016. Trent’s first Canadian Institutes of Health
Research (CIHR) funded, $500,000, five year renewable appointment, puts increased
emphasis on Dr. Skinner’s internationally-recognized efforts to better understand the ways in which older
residents, volunteers, service providers, community leaders and policy makers are responding to the
challenges of aging rural populations.
According to Dr. Skinner, “With rural aging comes not only challenges but also opportunities; there is so
much to learn from those who aspire, in innovative ways, to support older rural residents and their communities.”
As such, much of his recent work looks at studying the connection between the experiences of older people in rural communities and
the sustainability of volunteer-based community support they receive. From local libraries to regional hospitals, with a commitment to
community-based approaches, he works collaboratively to build research capacity across the continuum of rural health and social care.
Dr. Skinner also takes great interest in encouraging the development of emerging scholars in the field of rural aging studies, and
actively builds alliances with like-minded academics from around the world such as Dr. Janine Wiles, associate professor, The
University of Auckland, New Zealand; Dr. Rachel Winterton, senior research fellow, La Trobe University, Australia; Dr. Kieran Walsh,
professor, National University of Ireland Galway; and Dr. Rachel Herron, Canada Research Chair in Rural and Remote Mental Health,
Brandon University. Exemplifying Trent’s interdisciplinary spirit, he has also developed new research on rural age-friendly communities
in partnership with TCAS Executive Committee member, Dr. Elizabeth Russell, assistant professor, Psychology, Trent University.
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EDUCATION
Interdisciplinarity is a core value of the
Trent Centre for Aging & Society. This helps
meet one of our principal aims: to train the
next generation of aging studies scholars.
Our research-based curriculum continues to
grow, as evidenced by new courses offered
as well as new student members. We support
undergraduate and graduate courses that offer
foundations and advanced graduate training in
interdisciplinary aging studies, from social science,
nursing, and humanities perspectives. To find
out what is currently on offer, please consult the
course calendar at trentu.ca

#1

UNDERGRADUATE
UNIVERSITY
IN ONTARIO
Maclean’s Magazine
8 years in a row

COLLABORATIVE
SPECIALIZATION
IN AGING STUDIES
The Centre created, leads, and runs the Collaborative
Specialization in Aging Studies. Open to graduate students
from all disciplines, the specialization offers students
interested in further study, or a career in aging, a way in.
Amber Colibaba is the first student to graduate from the
program. “It was what was missing from my sustainability
studies Master’s degree – something that showcases
exactly what I want to do and what I want to study,” she
remarked.“As someone who wants to develop a career in
aging, the specialization in aging has been a fundamental
building block on that journey. First, the course offered
(CSAS 5000) allowed me to gain a wider perspective of aging
than I already had through my “rural aging” lens. Second, the
specialization as a credential allowed me to stand out from
my peers in Sustainability Studies. For anyone even remotely
interested in aging as a career, I could not recommend the
specialization enough,” Ms. Colibaba says.
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SCHOLARSHIP THAT MATTERS
Trent Centre for Aging & Society members supervise and train graduate students, who,
along with national and international post-doctoral fellows, are also active research members.
Trent’s interdisciplinary graduate programs attract high calibre students from across the
humanities, social sciences, and health studies. TCAS student projects have examined everything
from the commercialization of long-term care, disability in Canadian speculative fiction, and a
detailed examination of the volunteer structure of a rural library system, to the role older women
play in Indigenous solidarity work. The Centre attracts international post-doctoral fellows who
work closely with TCAS faculty and share their research with our community. If you are interested
in working with the Centre, please contact us at aging@trentu.ca

GRADUATE PROGRAMS IN
Canadian Studies (Ph.D.)
Canadian Studies &
Indigenous Studies (M.A.)
Cultural Studies (M.A. and Ph.D.)
English (Public Texts, M.A.)
Nursing (forthcoming M.Sc.N)
Psychology (M.A.)
Sustainability Studies (M.A.)

Centre faculty are actively involved with the Trent Community Research Centre (TCRC). Centre
members regularly supervise students who earn course credit working on aging-related projects in
collaboration with local governments and community organizations. For example, Trent students
contributed eight background reports that were then synthesized into Peterborough Council on
Aging’s Age-friendly plan.
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COMMUNITY IMPACT
Nurturing community-based collaborations is a hallmark of the Trent
Centre for Aging & Society. For example, we are a founding partner
of Age-friendly Peterborough and support its Summit on Aging.
Dementia research, seniors mental health, housing, homelessness,
and poverty, are examples of the dynamism of Summit topics.
Occasionally, valuable partnerships are sparked when someone takes a
chance and reaches out for help with an idea or project. Such was the
case when Ted Boynton, a retired police inspector and volunteer with
the Citizens Advisory Committee, Peterborough Parole Office brought
the Centre an issue he is passionate about: the reintegration of aging
parolees into our communities. Our initial conversations resulted in a
successful day-long symposium, which then led to a research project
called the Community Reintegration of Aging Offenders (CRAO)
Pilot Project. Led by TCAS executive member, Dr. Mark Skinner,
in collaboration with Correctional Service Canada (CSC), Citizens
Advisory Committee, Peterborough Parole Office – Ontario Region,
and Peterborough Reintegration Services, the goal of this project is to
examine the experiences of aging male offenders as they transition from
correctional institutions into the community, and to better understand
the organizational structure and approach of Haley House, a CSC
funded community residential facility in Peterborough, ON, as a place
where health care supports are integrated into specialized housing.
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AGE-FRIENDLY UNIVERSITY
GLOBAL NETWORK
Building on a world-class reputation for leadership in
aging studies, Trent University has become one of a
handful of Canadian institutions to have officially joined
the Age-Friendly University (AFU) Global Network, an
international network of universities committed to
recognizing the distinctive contributions institutions of
higher education can make to respond to the interests
and needs of an aging population.
“Peterborough is one of the most rapidly aging
communities in Canada, a fact that has encouraged
Trent scholars to engage critically with aging issues,” said
Dr. Leo Groarke, president and vice-chancellor of Trent
University. “Over the past five years the Trent Centre for
Aging & Society has facilitated leading-edge research
that has earned the University a world-class reputation
for its engagement with critical aging issues. Joining
the Age-friendly University Network is Trent’s way of
recognizing our on-going commitment to aging studies
as a learning priority as well as acknowledging the vitality
and importance of the older learners in our midst.”
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COLLABORATIVE CAPACITY BUILDING
The Trent Centre for Aging & Society has positioned itself as a vital partner to local,
provincial, and national agencies, all of which has helped us build a network of
influence in a very short time. We work with local partners such as the Alzheimer’s
Society, Community Care Peterborough, and the Kawartha Sexual Assault Centre
to raise awareness and resources for seniors issues. We have also built research
alliances with the York University Centre for Aging Research and Education
(YU-Care), the Gilbrea Centre for Studies in Aging at McMaster University,
and Canada’s National Ballet School.

VISITING SCHOLARS
Bringing international scholars together to collaborate,
share information, and develop new research projects
is a high priority for TCAS. The impact of our work
reverberates globally when we foster these relationships
in the form of comparative or complementary analysis.
These same scholars often generously offer their time
and expertise by giving a talk as part of the Centre’s
Aging & Society Seminar Series. These free lectures are
open to all members of the Trent community as well as
the public. Thus far, we have welcomed fifteen scholars
from eight countries. If you are interested in working
with us, we would be thrilled to hear from you; please
do get in touch.

TrentAging2019
Take Back Aging: Power, Critique, Imagination
Initiative: Hosting leading scholars from multiple continents at different career
stages who cut across disciplines to move the field of aging studies forward.
Forum: An international conference at Trent University, a world leader in
interdisciplinary age-focused research
Partners: The North American and European Networks in Aging Studies
Challenge: To take back aging from those powers and practices that relegate
it to the margins of social existence and citizenship.
Result: Spotlighting Trent University’s reputation as a global leader in
interdisciplinary aging studies and fueling the growth of our international networks.
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THE STEPHEN KATZ DISTINGUISHED VISITING SCHOLAR
IN INTERDISCIPLINARY AGING STUDIES
The Centre initiated the Stephen Katz Distinguished Visiting Scholar in Interdisciplinary Studies program to honour the
outstanding intellectual contributions Dr. Katz has made, and continues to make, to his discipline and to the creation
of our Centre. The very idea of TCAS began with Prof. Katz who put an immense amount of energy into its creation.
He remains an active executive member and understands, clearly, the multiple benefits of attracting world-class
scholars to Trent University, which include student mentorship, community engagement, and reputation building.
To establish and endow this lecture, Trent University has launched a $75,000 fundraising campaign. Dr. Katz and his
family have stepped up with a significant financial commitment, but we need your help to ensure the program is
robust enough to attract leading researchers to Trent University every year.
Should you wish to nominate a scholar for the the program, check in with us anytime. If you’d like to support the
program, please do so by visiting: mycommunity.trentu.ca/stephen-katz-donation. Our students, scholars, and
community thank you. We thank you.
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Trent University, well known for producing worldclass interdisciplinary research, is continuing to
do so with the members of the Trent Centre
for Aging & Society (TCAS), as conveyed in this
report. Unlike other Centres for aging, which
tend to be medical in focus, TCAS draws upon
the combined strengths of those in the Social
Sciences and Humanities to promote awareness and
perform advanced research on the social and cultural
dimensions of aging, old age and the life course. The
Centre is unique within the provincial and national
cohort of existing Centres on aging and is mandated
to generate critically informed academic and public
dialogue about the challenges facing older people and
aging communities. TCAS is at the forefront of a new
era of collaborative excellence at Trent, one that will
see us through our next fifty years.
Dr. Neil Emery
Vice-President of Research and Innovation
Trent University

Trent University is delighted to be part of
Peterborough’s response to being the city
with the oldest population in Canada. Indeed,
the Trent Centre for Aging & Society is at the
forefront of challenging the way we think about
aging. Its members represent the University’s
commitment to excellence in research and I
hope their award winning work inspires you to learn
more and get involved. With your help, we can expand
research and community engagement programs that
have the potential to change government policy and
the lives of ordinary Canadians.
Julie Davis
Vice-President, External Relations & Advancement
Trent University
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CHALLENGE
THE WAY
YOU THINK

STAY CONNECTED
Follow us and comment on Facebook, Twitter, and
Instagram, or get in touch by phone, email, or post.
705-748-1011 ext. 6440
aging@trentu.ca
@TrentAging
@TrentAging
@TrentAging

1600 West Bank Drive
Peterborough, ON K9L OG2
trentu.ca/aging
Accessible versions of this document are available upon request at trentu.ca/accessible

