
The Stephen Katz Distinguished Visiting Scholar in Interdisciplinary Aging Studies Program: 
Celebrating Three Years

Launched in 2017, the Stephen Katz Distinguished Visiting Scholar in Interdisciplinary Aging Studies Program honours the celebrated career of
a critical aging studies visionary and founding member of the Trent Centre for Aging & Society (TCAS). Dr. Katz has been described as one of
the leading thinkers in the gerontology field and is internationally renowned for his significant theoretical and methodological contributions to
the global sociology of aging. The program has brought world-class critical aging studies scholars to Trent, including Dr. Ulla Kriebernegg
(2017), University of Graz, Austria; Dr. Amanda Grenier (2018), University of Toronto; and Dr. Kim Sawchuk (2019), Concordia University.

photo

“The guest lecturers are engaging, personable and offer a great 
collaboration opportunity to discuss research interests and new 
ideas on a more personal level. As a student of CSAS 5000, we 
were given further opportunity to interact with these guest 
lecturers on a more personal level, where I developed a deeper 
appreciation for the cultural and societal impacts and 
perspectives on aging.” 

Linnea Veloce, TCAS Community Associate 

“Stephen’s contribution in his field and to the founding of TCAS cannot be 
overstated. The goal of the program is to expose our students and the broader 
community to some of the best minds working in critical aging studies in the world. 
It’s this kind of interaction that we’ve been fortunate to have over the last three 
years that helps expand the discipline and move people to think about aging in new 
ways.” 

Dr. Mark Skinner, TCAS past Director
“One of my personal highlights was the invitation to present a 
public lecture to open the program, but also to honor Professor 
Stephen Katz, whom I have always admired as a most 
outstanding, brilliant intellectual and generous mentor in the field 
of Aging Studies…I wanted to show how important Stephen’s 
work is in Austria – and what impact he has had in building an 
interdisciplinary, international community of Aging Studies 
scholars.”

Dr. Ulla Kriebernegg, University of Graz

“I was so pleased to see how each visiting scholar filled the lecture hall, and how in 
our meetings and lunches with them, we all became part of the exciting few days 
they created for us. I could not imagine a more meaningful legacy for what I have 
accomplished at Trent and I look forward to helping resume the program in the 
future.”

Dr. Stephen Katz, TCAS founding executive member

“The Katz program has been a yearly touchstone for scholars, students, and community 
members interested in current issues in age studies to gather at Trent University to both 
engage in critical dialogue and to enjoy the sense of community that this program has 
created. Though 2020 is not the year to gather, it is a wonderful time to reflect upon the 
important contributions that the Katz program has made and will continue to make in the 
study and understanding of critical age studies.”

Dr. Elizabeth McCrillis, TCAS Director

“Trent is unique: nourished by local community, yet 
international in perspective. In 1994 the community of 
researchers I met at Images of Ageing, including Stephen 
Katz, encouraged me to write critically about the 
commodification of the ageing subject, and our bodies.”

Dr. Kim Sawchuk, Concordia University

“This lecture series is something phenomenal in that it gives 
attention to social and interdisciplinary issues in aging, 
which is rare in the field. And it gives people the opportunity 
to think about new ideas and topics in aging that might not 
be seen in the mainstream.”

Dr. Amanda Grenier, University of Toronto

www.trentu.ca/aging
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To watch Dr. Kriebernegg discuss being the inaugural Katz 
lecturer, please follow the link: https://bit.ly/2TlecWg

To watch an overview of the Stephen Katz program, 
please follow the link: https://bit.ly/37y35Sw

To support The Stephen Katz Distinguished Visiting Scholar in Interdisciplinary Aging Studies Program, please visit: www.trentu.ca/aging/donate
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