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The audio part of this 
presentation was 
recorded for an earlier 
semester and so it may 
not make complete 
sense for our course... 

First:  let’s get to know who I am; that’s me 

Instructor  at Trent since 2003…. 
     - taught at UIUC, McMaster, Trent 
     - Research interests in Physics Education 
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Research  
      - High Energy Theory (Particle Physics) 
      - Physics Education 

Interested in how people learn science... 

Johann Beda 

I’d like you to jot down (on the worksheets) three or  
four items about you…  anything you think might  
interest others 

Again on the worksheets, I’d like you to jot down  
three or four ideas about your expectations for  
Physics 2090Y…. 
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“PIPS” 
Course Pack 

$35  



“PIPS ... 

a) elicits students' existing notions in writing        
 and in groups. 

b) presents disequilibrating experiences   
 which prompt  reexaminations and 
 reevaluations of existing notions. 

c) engages students in carefully designed 
 collaborative activities. 

d) leads students to constructing their own 
 new notions  and improved  
 conceptual understanding.  “ 

Source: “PIPS instructor’s guide” 



That’s John  
Earnshaw  
facilitating 
someone’s 
learning 
in the 
Physics 2090Y 
lab 




