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NSERC ENGAGE WORKSHOP 

For the past thirty-five years, NSERC has been offering and expanding a 

portfolio of ‘Partnership’ grants to help fund university research 

collaborations with industry. These are anchored by the ‘Collaborative R&D’ 

(CRD) Grant and facilitated by the ‘Engage’ and ‘Connect’ Grants. For those 

whose scientific activities take them in certain selected directions, the 

NSERC ‘Strategic’ and ‘Industrial Research Chair’ grants provide additional 

funding opportunities. The NSERC ‘Ideas to Innovation’ (I2I) Grant permits 

researchers to lead and participate in the commercialization of their ideas. 

Overall, NSERC ‘Partnership Grants’ funding deploys over $350 Million 

annually to help NSE researchers and their industry partners accomplish 

their goals. 

Wednesday, February 15th; Room 212, Block D 

of the Health Sciences Building; Led by Mr. 

John Jackson of the NSERC Ontario Regional 

Office 

If you’d like to learn more about the portfolio of NSERC Partnership Grants, 

you are invited to attend a special workshop that will be held on campus on 

Wednesday, February 15th, in room 212, Block D of the Health Sciences 

Building, and led by Mr. John Jackson of the NSERC Ontario Regional 

Office. The workshop will provide detailed guidance on the ‘Engage’ Grant 

(for first-time collaborations between a researcher and a company) and the 

‘CRD’ Grant, along with overview presentations on the ‘Strategic’ and other 

NSERC partnership grants. 

For more information on this opportunity, please contact Ashley Horne or 

John Knight in the Office of Research & Innovation. 

CALL FOR CONTENT: 2017 CANADIAN 

KNOWLEDGE MOBILIZATION FORUM 

The theme for the 2017 Canadian Knowledge Mobilization Forum is: 

Connections and Partnerships: Collaboration as a Key to Knowledge 

Mobilization.  An expected 200 people are to come together on May 17-18, 

2017 at the Canadian Museum and History & Four Points by Sheraton 

Gatineau. The deadline for content submissions is March. 15, 2017.  

Important Due Dates 
   

As a reminder, the internal due-dates 

of proposals, or documents requiring 

institutional endorsement, is set a 

week prior to the external due dates in 

order to allow the Office of Research to 

address any challenges with the 

submissions. The internal deadline 

must be respected please plan 

accordingly 

   

February: 

Feb. 1– SSHRC Connection Grants 

Feb. 1– SSHRC Connection Grants - 
Connecting for Canada’s 150th 

Feb. 1 – NSERC Strategic Partnership 
Grants Letter of Intent 

Feb. 3 – Insight Development Grants 

Feb. 6 - Ontario-Jiangsu Industrial 
Research and Development Program 

Feb. 14 – CIHR Personalized Health 
Catalyst Grants Registration 

Feb. 14 - Ontario-China Research and 
Innovation Fund 

Feb. 15 – SSHRC Partnership Grants 
Letter of Intent 

Feb. 15 – NSERC Engage Workshop 

Feb. 17 – NSERC Engage Final Date 
for submission for the 2016-17 fiscal 

year 

Feb. 17 – “Lunch and Learn: Wildlife 
Sampling and Analysis” workshop 

Feb. 28 - NSERC-OCE Target GHG 
Collaborative R&D Program 



For more information, contact Cathy Gates in the Office of Research & 

Innovation 

IMPORTANT DEADLINES FOR NSERC 

ENGAGE APPLICATIONS 

While the NSERC fiscal year does not actually end until March 31, the 

NSERC Finance department closes in early March to permit year-end 

account reconciliations.  No awards can be issued beyond the closing date.  

Taking into account the time also needed to evaluate an application and 

complete the internal paperwork, the submission cut-off date for Engage 

applications hoping to qualify for a current-fiscal-year award is earlier than 

March 31. Therefore February 17th is the last date to submit for an Engage 

application for a potential award assigned to the current (2016-17) NSERC 

fiscal year. The last set of applications will be reviewed and decided on at the 

March 6th meeting of the NSERC Engage Evaluation Committee. Should the 

evaluation of an application generate a request for additional information 

from the applicant and/or the industry partner, all of the requested 

information must be submitted to NSERC by no later than March 3rd in 

order for the application to remain eligible. Note that the February 17th 

deadline will accommodate well-prepared applications only.  If NSERC’s 

evaluation of an application uncovers major issues that cannot be 

easily/promptly resolved, the award (if one is recommended) could very well 

end up assigned to the following, 2017-18 fiscal year.  A more conservative 

submission deadline (i.e. one that will provide more latitude for fixing 

problems) would be February 3rd. Applications submitted as of February 

18th will automatically fall into the new 2017-18 fiscal year. The dates noted 

above apply only to regular (NSERC-only) Engage applications, not the 

Engage Plus. 

BANTING RESEARCH FOUNDATION/ RICK 

HANSEN INSTITUTE DISCOVERY AWARD 

The Award is a one-year grant of up to $25,000 that will support research 

which could potentially enable medical breakthroughs and transformative 

health care advances to reduce the human and economic costs associated 

with Spinal Cord Injuries (SCI). Eligible candidates must be focused on 

research in one or more of the following areas relevant to SCI: paralysis, 

pressure ulcers, urinary tract infections, neuropathic pain, predictive 

preclinical models of evaluation, and spinal cord injury in Indigenous 

Peoples in Canada. Eligibility is not limited to those specializing in the field 

of SCI, but the research must be applicable to SCI. 

March: 

Mar. 1 – NSERC Foreign Study 
Supplements in Taiwan Program 

Mar. 6 – CIHR Operating Grant: Joint 
Program on Neurodegenerative 

Disease Research 

Mar. 8 – Call for Proposals: AGE-
WELL 2017 Catalyst Funding Program 

Mar. 14 – Mitacs Canadian Science 
Policy Fellowship 

Mar. 15 - 2017 Canadian Knowledge 
Mobilization Forum Call for Content 

Deadline 

Mar. 15 – Banting Research 
Foundation/ Rick Hansen Institute 

Discovery Award 

Mar. 17 – Highway Infrastructure 
Innovation Funding Program 

Mar. 31 – Mitacs International 
Research Opportunities 

Mar. 31 - CIHR – Institute of 
Population and Public Health (IPPH) 

April: 

Apr. 1 – NSERC Strategic Partnership 
Grants for Networks 

Apr. 3 – NSERC Idea to Innovation 
(I2I) Grants 

Apr. 5 – SSHRC Impact Awards 

Apr. 17 – NSERC Discovery Frontiers 
Letter of Intent 

Apr. 20 – CIHR Operating Grant: New 
Investigator Research Grants in Child 

and Youth Health 

Rolling Deadlines: 

 OCE Talent edge 

 OCE VIP I 

 OCE VIP II 

 OCE Ontario Social Impact 
Voucher (until July 2017) 

 NSERC Connect Grant 

 NSERC Engage Grant 

 NSERC Collaborative Research 
and Development 

 Mitacs Accelerate Program 
 



ONTARIO-CHINA RESEARCH AND INNOVATION FUND (OCRIF) 

Please note that the deadline for applications for the Ontario-China Research and Innovation Fund (OCRIF) has been 

extended to 2 p.m., February 14, 2017. 

 In addition, the Ontario Centres of Excellence (OCE) has received feedback that some applicants are having issues with 

the PDF version of the OCRIF Application Form. As such, we've created a Word version of the form that you can find 

under the "Downloads" section of the program guidelines. 

CALL FOR PROPOSALS: AGE-WELL 2017 CATALYST FUNDING 

PROGRAM 

AGE-WELL is launching its 2nd Catalyst Funding Program to support innovative research projects aimed at generating, 

promoting or accelerating economic and social benefit in the field of technology and aging. The catalyst grants will support 

early-stage, scalable research projects including pilot studies, feasibility studies and novel approaches that are aligned 

with AGE-WELL’s mission and vision. Projects must demonstrate strong potential for real-world impact. The award is for 

up to $50,000 over 12 months and can be renewed for one year, pending end-of-term review. Application Deadline is 

March 8th, 2017, 5:00 pm EST. 

The application Deadline is March 8th, 2017, 5:00 pm EST. 

It is expected that Catalyst projects will lead to new funded research initiatives, either as part of AGE-WELL or through 

other granting agencies. Projects funded by Catalyst grants may be suitable for future AGE-WELL investment as they 

progress along the innovation pipeline. To be eligible for continued funding through AGE-WELL, end-of-term deliverables 

must provide justification for continued funding either through a renewal of Catalyst funding or transfer to another AGE-

WELL funding program (e.g. Core Research Program, Strategic Investment Program). 

For more information, please contact your Research Project Officer. 

NSERC FOREIGN STUDY SUPPLEMENTS IN TAIWAN PROGRAM 

The Foreign Study Supplements in Taiwan provide Canadian graduate students with first-hand research experience in an 

international setting. The primary goals of the program are to introduce students to science and engineering in Taiwan 

through a research laboratory environment, and to develop personal relationships that will improve collaboration with 

their foreign counterparts in the future. Successful students are provided with support to travel to Taiwan in June, then 

receive one week of orientation in a group setting followed by seven weeks working directly with Taiwanese researchers on 

projects related to their research studies in Canada. 

In order to be eligible for the program, the student must be holding an active NSERC postgraduate scholarship (PGS), 

Canada Graduate Scholarship (CGS) or a Vanier CGS, or your academic supervisor must hold an active NSERC Discovery 

Grant, Collaborative Research and Training Experience (CREATE) Grant or Strategic Partnership Grant. This opportunity 

is only open for students in the Natural Sciences and Engineering fields.   

For additional information on the program, consult the NSERC website (http://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/Students-

Etudiants/PG-CS/Taiwan-Taiwan_eng.asp), contact NSERC directly at schol@nserc-crsng.gc.ca, or contact the Office of 

Research & Innovation. 

http://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/Students-Etudiants/PG-CS/Taiwan-Taiwan_eng.asp
http://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/Students-Etudiants/PG-CS/Taiwan-Taiwan_eng.asp
mailto:schol@nserc-crsng.gc.ca


HIGHWAY INFRASTRUCTURE INNOVATION FUNDING PROGRAM 

The Highway Infrastructure Innovation Funding Program provides funding to Ontario universities and colleges to 

encourage applied research in topics related to transportation infrastructure in Ontario. This program solicits research 

proposals from institutions to assist the Ministry in meeting our current and future challenges, and to encourage 

undergraduate and graduate research in transportation and infrastructure related engineering. 

The HIIFP challenges Ontario's academic community to contribute to transportation infrastructure solutions in a number 

of areas including traffic operations, intelligent transportation systems, engineering materials, investment planning, 

highway design, environmental, geomatics, bridges, construction and maintenance.  

The deadline for applications is Friday, March 17, 2017, 2:30pm.  For more information, contact your Research Project 

Officer. 

MITACS INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH OPPORTUNITIES 

Mitacs is accepting applications for competitive international research opportunities, including student travel to and from 

Canada. The deadline to apply is March 31, at 5 p.m. PST. Projects last 12–24 weeks and are open to graduate students. 

Select destinations are also open to senior undergraduates. Destinations are: Brazil, China, France, India, Korea, Mexico, 

and Tunisia. Funding is dependent on the destination.  

For more information on this opportunity, please contact your Research Project Officer. 

CIHR – INSTITUTE OF POPULATION AND PUBLIC HEALTH (IPPH) 

The CIHR Institute of Population and Public Health (IPPH) will provide funding to support “Social Science for Population 

Health” planning grants for activities that aid the preparation of grant proposals for CIHR’s Foundation and Project 

Schemes. This funding is a mean to support planning of grants that are focused on understanding or changing the 

structural factors and contexts that shape health and health equity, most prominently the social determinants of health 

(SDOH) and related cultural, economic, legal, political and regulatory environments. Topics must be aligned with one of 

the three research priorities: Coherent intersectoral action for population health improvements, Scalable population 

health solutions, and Equitable population health impacts. The maximum amount available for a single grant is $20,000 

per annum for up to one (1) year. 

For more information on the specifics of this opportunity, please contact your Research Project Officer. 

ETHICS COMMITTEES 

Research Ethics Board Application 

Schedule  

Protocol Due 
Dates 

REB Meeting 
Dates 

January 30, 2017 February 22, 2017 
February 27, 2017 March 22, 2017 

March 27, 2017 April 19, 2017 
April 24, 2017 May 24, 2017 
May 29, 2017 June 14, 2017 

Animal Care Committee Protocol 

Schedule  

Protocol Due 
Dates 

ACC Meeting 
Dates 

January 30, 2017 February 21, 2017 
February 27, 2017 March 21, 2017 

March 27, 2017 April 18, 2017 
April 24, 2017 May 23, 2017 
May 29, 2017 June 13, 2017 



Should you require any assistance with the Romeo system, please contact Karen Mauro at extension 7896 or 

kmauro@trentu.ca. If you wish to have a short demonstration of the system please let Karen know and she can meet with 

you or a small group.  

With the end of a calendar year, reporting requirements concerning 2016 animal use will be due.  Within the first full week 

of February 2017, Animal Care will contact all principal investigators in Romeo listed as having worked with animals in 

2016.  Anyone requiring more than 2 weeks to gather this data is encouraged to contact Jason Allen (jallen@trentu.ca) as 

soon as possible.  Thanks in advance for your help in fulfilling this external requirement.  

mailto:kmauro@trentu.ca
mailto:jallen@trentu.ca

