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Time Flies...

I t’s amazing how quickly three 
years can turn into seventeen. 
It was one night shortly after 

the birth of our second son Jay 
in 1989, when Tony Storey came 
to call. We shot the breeze, Tony 
admired the baby, played with our 
two-year-old, Joel, and finally got 
down to brass tacks. Trent needed 
our support...in a big way...a 
much bigger way than a young 
couple with two kids, and a tower-
ing mortgage could comfortably 
handle. 

That’s when we came up with 
the master plan. We’d give as much 
cash as we could, and I’d make up 
the rest by editing the Trent maga-
zine for three years. Jim English, 
the former editor, was retiring and 
the budget was too tight to hire a 
replacement. Volunteering to do 
nine issues—three a year—would 
fulfill the financial commit-
ment Tony had asked for and I’d 
bridge the production gap for the 
University. It seemed like a great 
plan. At the end of three years, 
someone else would be ready to 
step up to the plate and I’d hand 
things over.

That was seventeen years ago.
Don’t ask how that happened.
I was having fun, and, as no one 

else seemed eager to take on the 
job, the years just rolled along. Joel 
and Jay grew into young men. In 
fact, Joel is now in his third year 
at Laurier and Jay has just finished 
Grade 12 and is returning for a 
victory lap so he can play another 
year of senior basketball. Jamie has 
continued his financial support of 
Trent while working at Brock...a 
redistribution of university resourc-
es, I suppose.

And me? What’s happened in 
the course of 17 years? In order to 
be with the boys, I ran a freelance 
writing and editing business from 
home, working on everything 
from annual reports to newslet-

EDITOR’SPAGE

ters to radio scripts. Four years 
ago, I added travel writing to that 
list and since that time, I’ve had 
the opportunity to zip around 
the world, have a ton of fun and 
write about it. Best of all, there’ve 
been a number of opportunities 
for Jamie and the boys to join me. 
It’s been great...but it’s busy…and 
it’s become increasingly difficult 
to juggle the weeks of travel, the 
demands of corporate clients 
and, most importantly, my family 
responsibilities. 

There just don’t seem to be 
enough hours in the day. 

And so, it’s time to let someone 
else take a turn...time for the many 
readers of Trent Magazine to hear 
from a new voice. This will be my 
last issue as editor and as I pass the 
torch to those who will come after 
me, I’d like to share a few wishes.

May that new editor be as for-
tunate as I have been to work with 
so many talented and generous 
contributors. No one has ever been 
paid a penny for anything they’ve 
written...and yet no one has ever 
refused to help. Incredible.

May that new editor be granted 
the same autonomy that I was. In 
seventeen years, no member of 
the University administration ever 
asked that the magazine say...or 
not say...anything. Despite the fact 
that we were producing Trent’s 
flagship magazine—its only maga-
zine—we were allowed complete 
editorial freedom through good 
times and bad. Again, incredible.

And finally, may that new editor 
have as much fun as I’ve had. May 
he or she laugh as often, savour 
the memories as much and feel the 
same sense of shared accomplish-
ment that all those who’ve worked 
on this publication for so many 
years have enjoyed.

All the best to that new editor 
and to all of you, Liz 

lizfleming@softhome.net

LIZ FLEMING ‘77
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ASSOCIATION
PRESIDENT’S

MESSAGE
New Perspectives

MATT GRIEM ‘97

By almost any measure, spring 
convocation at Trent University 

is a unique experience. As one 
of only a handful of Canadian 
universities to hold all of their cer-
emonies in the outdoors (rain or 
shine), Trent’s convocation blends 
Oxford tradition with a distinctly 
‘natural’ feeling. 

As a Trent alumnus, convoca-
tion is ingrained in my memory 
as one of those almost-surreal ‘life 
moments.’ It all seemed to happen 
so quickly: one moment I was des-
perately rushing to meet the politi-
cal studies’ dreaded “departmental 
deadline” for last-minute papers, 
and the next thing I knew I was on 
the stage being congratulated by 
the President and Chancellor for 
‘a job well-done.’ While I’ll always 
have the memory of my convoca-
tion and the pride I felt in getting 
that degree, it was almost impos-
sible to capture all of the sights, 
sounds, events and feelings that I 
experienced that day.

When I first found out that one 
of the traditional duties and hon-
ours of the Alumni Association 
President was to provide a 
welcoming address to the new 
graduates, there were a number 
of thoughts running through my 
mind. Of course, this was a great 
opportunity for the Association to 
reach out to its new membership, 

to illustrate the mutual benefits of 
a “lifelong” connection to Trent 
and to hear the stories of the new 
generation of Trent alumni. But, 
perhaps more introspectively, this 
was also an opportunity to experi-
ence Trent convocation for a sec-
ond time from a different perspec-
tive, to hear and see the things that 
seemed to go by so quickly the first 
time.

As a guest, the two days and 
four ceremonies of this year’s con-
vocation were very different from 
my previous experience. In many 
respects, it felt as if I almost had 
a “behind the scenes” look at the 
making of Trent’s convocation, and 
it really was a learning experience, 
on a number of levels. 

In my first few hours there, I 
learned quite quickly that making 
convocation look and feel like it 
does takes a small army of vol-
unteers. From those undertaking 
planning and implementation, to 
those marshalling and gowning, to 
our own Alumni Association lem-
onade stand and convocation crew, 
there was no shortage of jobs to be 
filled and the volunteers did these 
tasks gladly. These unsung heroes 
certainly deserve our praise and I 
know their efforts were appreci-
ated by the beaming graduates and 
proud parents in attendance. 

Perhaps one of the most inter-
esting lessons I took from this 
year’s convocation came from 
one of our newest alumni, who, 
after my initial welcome address 
came up to me and noted that he 
and others were quite happy the 
Association “didn’t ask for money.” 

I admit I was surprised at first 
by the comment. To me, convoca-
tion is a celebration and recogni-
tion of the numerous accomplish-
ments of the graduating class. 
While it marks the end of their 
journey at Trent as students in the 
completion of their degree, it also 

represents the beginning of a new 
relationship with the University. 
Certainly, philanthropy among 
alumni is important and has its 
place, but the primary focus of 
the Alumni Association is bring-
ing together the Trent community 
and fostering a lifelong connection 
with our former students.

One way in which the Alumni 
Association connects the Trent com-
munity is through our magazine. 
Our magazine contains articles writ-
ten by volunteer alumni for Trent 
alumni. It is an excellent example of 
what Alumni Association volunteers 
can accomplish.

Trent University 
Alumni Association
Notice of Annual 
General Meeting
September 30, 2006
History will be made when 
the Trent University Alumni 
Association holds the 38th 
Annual General Meeting in 
Alumni House on Saturday, 
September 30, 2006!

The meeting will be held at 
10:30 and all are welcome to 
attend. Constitutional amend-
ments relating to Association 
governance will be proposed.

Elections will be held so if 
you are interested in vol-
unteering to work on the 
Association Council as a mem-
ber of Council or its Executive 
please contact Matt Griem 
(mattgriem@trentu.ca) or Kim 
Fielding(kfieldin@trentu.ca) 
for more information.

Matt Griem continued on page 5
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PRESIDENT BONNIE M. PATTERSON

PRESIDENT’SPAGE
Making an Impact

Over the last year, I had the 
distinct pleasure of serving as 

Chair of the Board of Canada’s 
national association of universities 
—the AUCC, and being the key-
note speaker at an international 
conference for the Association of 
Commonwealth Universities held 
in Toronto. As I carried out the 
responsibilities in these roles, I 
had the opportunity to take a step 
back from the everyday workings 
and challenges of a university and 
look at things from a broader, 
more “big picture” perspective. 
In doing so, I was reminded once 
again how crucial a role universi-
ties play in communities here and 
abroad. We offer our students one 
of the most sought-after experi-
ences in the world—a post-sec-
ondary education. And be it in the 
humanities, the social sciences, 
the natural sciences, or the profes-
sions, the young minds that we are 
educating and challenging today 
will assume responsibility for 
some of the world’s biggest issues.

We are especially lucky here at 
Trent because, for many years, we 
have supported and encouraged 
our students to consider a global 
perspective. As a result, Trent grads 
—whether you graduated recently 
or as part of our first graduating 
class—enter the world well-pre-
pared to ask the right questions 
and tackle the toughest issues, and 
do so with a heightened social 
consciousness. 

As alumni, you know the bene-

fits that a degree from Trent offers. 
Whatever your year, the reasons for 
choosing Trent remain the same 
—our award-winning faculty who 
are dedicated to the success of each 
student, our distinguished reputa-
tion for high quality research, and 
our inclusive, diverse and support-
ive community created by all of 
those associated with Trent. 

In this issue of Trent Magazine, 
you will read stories that highlight 
these key areas of excellence that 
define our University. You will read 
about Geography professor Susan 
Wurtele ‘83 and the Director 
of our School of Education and 
Professional Learning, Deborah 
Berrill ‘69, who, in the past four 
months, have both been honoured 
with provincial and national teach-
ing awards. You will also read 
about Professor Geoffrey Eathorne, 
a much-loved English professor 
who, in his 38th and final year 
at Trent, was presented with the 
distinguished Symons Award for 
Excellence in Teaching at spring 
convocation. 

In the realm of research, Trent 
has had a busy summer as profes-
sors from several disciplines have 
been awarded many prestigious 
fellowships and grants, includ-
ing over half a million dollars in 
funding from the Social Sciences 
and Humanities Research Council 
(SSHRC) of Canada. In addition, 
professor of politics Dr. Miriam 
Smith was awarded the $55,000 
Bora Laskin Fellowship to study 
the impact of the Charter of Rights 
on Lesbian and Gay Activism, and 
Dr. Jim Buttle and his team in 
the Geography department were 
awarded a $540,000 research grant 
to help protect Canada’s valuable 
water resources from the impact 
of possible forest operations. 
These important research projects 
are bound to have an impact the 
world over. 

It is perhaps the stories of our 
students, past, present, and future, 
that remind us why our professors 
do what they do—and this edition 
of Trent Magazine, is filled with 
them. Read about Michael Nolan 
’69 who has contributed greatly 
to the Peterborough community 
since his graduation, spending 
eleven years as a teacher and more 
recently as Principal at St. Peter’s 
Secondary School and also helped 
to found Holy Cross secondary 
school. As a member of the Trent 
Board of Governors for seven years, 
and as the Co-President of the 
Peterborough chapter of the Trent 
University Alumni Association, 
Michael’s commitment to this 
University is outstanding and we 
wish him luck as he enters semi-
retirement and heads back to Trent 
as a member of faculty in Trent’s 
School of Education to explore yet 
another avenue in life. You will 
also read about Liz Fleming ‘77, 
the amazing volunteer editor of 
the Trent Magazine for the past 17 
years who has never stopped giv-
ing back to the place where she 
received her undergrad degree. We 
thank you Liz for your hard work 
and your dedication. 

This fall, as we mark another 
new beginning, it is only fitting 
that we also celebrate all that 
makes Trent a national and inter-
national leader. As alumni, I hope 
you will join me at the annual 
Head of the Trent event in late 
September—it is an opportunity 
not to be missed as Trent grads 
from around the world come 
together to remember their roots. 
Also, be sure to keep your eyes and 
ears open for new, exciting events 
at Trent—including the official 
opening of the much-anticipated 
DNA building. This year is shaping 
up to be one that will demonstrate, 
once again, Trent’s position as a 
university on the leading-edge! 

bmpatterson@trentu.ca
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In a fitting tribute as he retires 
after 38 years of teaching, 

Professor Geoffrey Eathorne 
has been awarded Trent’s most 
prestigious teaching honour, the 
Symons Award for Excellence in 
Teaching. Established in 1976, the 
award is presented annually to a 
faculty member who displays both 
exemplary teaching and concern 
for students.

Professor Eathorne came to 
Trent in 1969 after completing a 
B.A. in New Zealand and an M.A. 
at the University of Canterbury. 
His areas of interest include con-
temporary Commonwealth litera-
ture and twentieth-century stud-
ies, especially Virginia Woolf and 
the Bloomsbury Group. Over the 
years, he has been nominated for 
the Symons Award several times, 
with students regularly praising his 
teaching style and kind character. 

This year’s nominators com-
mented on Professor Eathorne’s 
insight, his passion, and his sup-
portive, friendly demeanour. One 
student wrote, “Professor Eathorne 
is an amazing professor! He opens 
his home to all of his students 
…his lectures are informative …he 
has concern and understanding for 
all of his students. He is a wonder-
ful professor and a very kind per-
son.” Another student said, “He is 
supportive, appreciative, and genu-
inely excited about both his work 
and what students have to con-
tribute. I think all of his students 
would agree that he is one of the 
most influential and personable 
faculty members.” 

Professor David Poole, the 
Associate Dean of Arts and 
Science (Teaching and Learning), 

Professor Geoffrey Eathorne receives 
Trent’s highest teaching honour

agrees with the many nomina-
tors: “Professor Eathorne has long 
been recognized as one of Trent 
University’s outstanding teachers. 
He is a richly deserving recipient of 
the Symons Award.”

According to Professor Eathorne 
himself, receiving this prestigious 
award is a nice bookend to a dis-
tinguished career: “When I first 
came to Trent I was bowled over 
by the quality of students. Now, in 
my last year here, I am still greatly 
impressed. I am deeply pleased to 
receive this award.” 

Symons Award for Excellence 
in Teaching

Above: Prof. Geoffrey Eathorne. Among 
the many alumni pleased to learn of 
Geofrey Eathorne’s distinction were Gail 
McLaren ‘69, Tony Storey ‘71, Andrew 
Ignatieff ‘69 and Kate Ramsay ‘71.

Another example of Alumni 
Association volunteers in action is 
the upcoming Commoner Reunion 
(September 30). Many people are 
working behind the scenes to give 
alumni the opportunity to say 
farewell to an important element 
of Trent’s history and to gather and 
reconnect with old friends.

Our annual general meeting 
will take place at Head of the Trent 
(September 30). We would love to 
see new faces and welcome those 
interested in helping us continue 
to ensure that Trent’s alumni vol-
unteer spirit continues to thrive. 

mattgriem@trentu.ca

Matt Griem continued from page 3
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BY KATHRYN VERHULST

Trent University’s reputation for 
excellence in teaching received 

an impressive boost in June when 
Dr. Deborah Berrill ‘69, direc-
tor of Trent’s School of Education 
and Professional Learning, and 
Dr. Susan Wurtele ‘83, an associ-
ate professor in the Geography 
Department, were each awarded 
prestigious national and provincial 
teaching honours. 

In June, the two Trent professors 
shared a national honour when 
they received two distinguished 3M 
Teaching Fellowships in recogni-
tion of their excellence in teaching 
and educational leadership at the 
national level. The award, co-spon-
sored by the Society for Teaching 
and Learning in Higher Education 
(STLHE) and 3M Canada 
Company, is given annually to 
professors who excel in teaching 
their own courses and demonstrate 
an exceptionally high degree of 
leadership and commitment to the 
improvement of teaching across 
disciplines.

“It is very humbling to be a 
recipient when I know of so many 
others—at Trent and at other high-
er education institutions—who 
are doing very innovative things, 
engaging students and supporting 
colleagues,” said Professor Berrill. 
“I am deeply thrilled to have 
received this award and grateful to 
all who made this happen.”

The 3M Teaching Fellowship 
was awarded to Professor Berrill 
in recognition of her work with 
the School of Education and 
Professional Learning, as well as 
her signifi cant contributions to 
the Trent University Interactive 
Learning Centre. In their nomi-
nations, students referred to 
Professor Berrill as being “superhu-
man.” Another nominator stated, 
“Deborah’s infl uence on me has 

National and Provincial Teaching Honours for 
Two Trent Profs

demonstrated that the sky is the 
limit, and that, truly, one teacher 
can make a difference.”

Professor Wurtele’s nominators 
were equally impressed with her 
teaching approach and passion, 
labelling her an “extraordinary 
teacher” who “changed the way I 
thought.” The 3M Fellowship cel-
ebrates Professor Wurtele’s unique 
way of placing value not only 
on academic rigour, but also on 
challenging her students to grow 
as thinkers, citizens, and mature 
human beings. 

“I am thrilled and speechless 
all at the same time. It doesn’t get 
better than this,” said Professor 
Wurtele. “This award gives national 
recognition to something I am real-
ly passionate about. It is really for 
all of my students—it reaffi rms how 
important the student really is.”

As 2006 3M Fellows, Professors 
Berrill and Wurtele were cel-
ebrated on June 15 at the STLHE 
Conference along with the six 
other winners from across Canada. 
One of those other winners, Dr. 
Susan Drain ‘68 from the depart-
ment of English at Mount Saint 
Vincent University, completed 
her undergraduate work at Trent. 
In November, they will all par-
ticipate in an exclusive three-day 
retreat at the Fairmont Le Château 
Montebello in Montebello, 
Quebec, to celebrate their out-

standing achievements and to 
share their experiences and vision. 

For both Dr. Berrill and Dr. 
Wurtele, the 3M Fellowship came 
on the heels of two other provin-
cial teaching honours. In June, 
Professor Berrill was awarded 
the Ontario Secondary School 
Teachers’ Federation (OSSTF) 
Lamp of Learning Award and, in 
the same month, Professor Wurtele 
was named among Ontario’s six 
most outstanding university teach-
ers in a province-wide competi-
tion adjudicated by the Ontario 
Confederation of University 
Faculty Associations (OCUFA) 
Awards Committee.

For Professor Berrill, winning 
the Lamp of Learning Award was a 
great honour. Considered the most 
prestigious award given by the 
union, it is handed out annually 
to an Ontario resident who has 
made an outstanding contribution 
to public high-school education 
in Ontario but is not a member of 
the union. For Professor Wurtele, 
who received her undergraduate 
degree from Trent, being named 
one of Ontario’s outstanding 
teachers and being recognized for 
her commitment to teaching are 
both tremendously gratifying. In 
her words, the award recognizes 
“something Trent considers impor-
tant and that I consider impor-
tant.” 

Prof. Deborah Berrill Prof. Susan Wurtele
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BY KATHRYN VERHULST

For most of Christopher 
Rompré’s final year at Trent, he 

was inspired by a quotation from 
the poet William Blake: “He who 
would do good to another must 
do it in Minute Particulars: general 
Good is the plea of the scoun-
drel, hypocrite, and flatterer….” 
According to Christopher, this sen-
timent has provided a centralizing 
focus to his time at Trent in that it 
points to the need for attention to 
the “real” rather than the abstract 
or general: “The most important 
thing I have gained here is to criti-
cally understand the world around 
me, to find value of particulars in 
general theory—to learn of the 
people and the stories that really 
matter,” he said. 

Hearing the stories and gain-
ing “real world” experience is one 
of the reasons why Christopher 
became interested in pursu-
ing a degree in International 
Development Studies. In addition, 
his experiences travelling through-
out South East Asia, Australia and 
New Zealand after high school led 
him to select the program and to 
join Trent’s year-abroad program 
in Ghana, where he spent his third 
year. 

While working with the Rural 
Media Network in the Ghanaian 
Northern Region capital city, 
Tamale, Christopher developed 
an interest in journalism and 
documentary film-making. He 
pursued this interest throughout 
his time in Ghana, producing his 

IDS Grad Selected as Gzowski 
Intern at CBC Radio 

first documentary film, The Bone 
Setter Project, which profiles a local 
traditional healer. The film was 
screened at the Institute for African 
Studies in Ghana and is now used 
by NGOs in Tamale to highlight 
the value of traditional healing. 
Upon returning to Trent for his 
final year, Christopher continued 
to pursue his interests in film-mak-
ing by producing a documentary 
on the Seasoned Spoon, an inde-
pendently run organic and fair-
trade café at Trent. 

It was this interest and expe-
rience in film-making that led 
him to apply for one of four 
Peter Gzowski summer intern-
ships at CBC Radio. As an intern, 
Christopher spent the summer 

working with various radio shows 
across the country, gaining first-
hand experience in radio program-
ming with a view to pursuing a 
career with the CBC. 

Created to honour the memory 
of Peter Gzowski, who died in 
2002, the internship program 
with CBC radio is available to 
final-year university students at 
four institutions across Canada 
—McGill, Memorial, Simon Fraser, 
and Trent—that have a link to the 
well-known author, broadcaster, 
and columnist. Peter Gzowski was 
Trent’s chancellor from 1999 to 
2002. 

A highly coveted employment 
opportunity, the internship pro-
gram seeks out students who are 
highly creative, curious about the 
world, engaged in the community, 
and have an interest in pursuing a 
career with public radio. As a top 
student, a budding documentary 
film maker, and a world traveller, 
Christopher meets these criteria to 
a tee. 

Gzowski Intern Chris Rompré
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A Romantic Lakeside Inn for Adults

WESTWIND INN
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Photo 1: Association President Matt 
Griem ‘89 welcomed new graduates to 
Trent’s alumni community.

Photo 2: Athletics staff member and 
Trent Summer Sports Camp director Bruce 
Emmerton ‘97 joined the ranks of Tren 
graduates.

Photo 3: Cathy Michell ‘67 congratulates 
son Geordie Michell ‘02.

Photo 4: Alumni Director Tony Storey ‘71 
joined Patrick McColm ‘02 in the gradu-
ates procession. Patrick was the 2006 
recipient of the Robert Stephenson Award 
for Excellence in Student Governance.

Photo 5: Dr. Barbara Marshall received the 
Trent University Distinguished Researcher 
Award from Chancellor Robert Bondar.

Photo 6: Dr. Roberta Jamieson received 
an honorary degree in recognition of her
exceptional career in conciliation and 
negotiation.

Trent Convocation 2006
1 2 3

4 5

6
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We offer you:
• Comfortable 

accommodations for 
groups of 10 to 400 
from May to August

• Brand new hotel-style 
residence, featuring air 
conditioning and 250 
double beds

• Quality dining 
experiences

• Versatile and high-tech 
meeting spaces

• Amazing nature areas at 
your doorstep

• Professional conference 
management services at 
the ready.

Rediscover the Trent Experience!

CONFERENCE & HOSPITALITY SERVICES
Where exceptional events unfold…with ease

Organizing a conference? 
Need summer accommodations? 

Stay with us and immerse yourself in 
Trent’s natural beauty all over again

For Reservations call: 1-866-290-6491
Email: conferences@trentu.ca
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BY A. WAYNE MCFARLANE’80

When I think back at my expe-
riences at Trent during the 

early 1980s, two things come to 
mind: struggling through classes 
and playing varsity rugby. The 
amazing thing is, my attempts at 
getting through classes and play-
ing rugby really mirror each other.

First of all, many people 
believed I should not have been 
at university at all. I am learning 
disabled. When I entered Trent, I 
was reading at a rate of only ten 
pages an hour and I had a difficult 
time spelling simple words. I had 
to rack my brain to spell the word 
“enough,” and I would mix up the 
words “up”, “but” and “by” when 
writing.

Now many people would also 
say I should not have been on the 
rugby field either. I’m an arguable 
five foot eight inches. I did, how-
ever, have athletic shoulders, not 
the wide shoulders of a college 
running back, but the narrow-
boned, sticking-out ones of a long-
distance runner.

Once on the team, I didn’t get 
the position of winger that tradi-
tionally goes to a small, fast player. 
Instead, I was given the position of 
inside centre, where a player might 
normally be built like a football 
linebacker or fullback.

At university it was always 
important to follow my schedule, 
get to all my classes, schedule time 
to do readings and write essays. I 
often left the library when it was 
closing. Saturdays and Sundays 
were scheduled for writing essays. 
I had to be very ill to miss a day of 
classes.

Rugby was the same way; I 
always made it to practice. Rugby 
was actually an important part of 
my overall schedule. It was an hour 
and a half each day during the 
fall, and a time to get away from 

Rugby and Academics: Staying in the Game

the books and not to worry about 
school. It was my time to work 
out, and to practise rugby with a 
bunch of good guys.

I worked hard at all my stud-
ies. I never got an “A” grade, but 
I worked hard to keep my “C” 
average and to achieve my goal 
of obtaining a Bachelor of Arts 
degree. I was proud to be a learn-
ing-disabled student who was 
achieving passing grades at a good 
University. With this came new 
self-esteem. I enjoyed the fact 
that I was a hard-working student 
and was well liked by my peers in 
residence. I was also proud to be 
on a university varsity team. My 
self-esteem was boosted every time 
someone asked about the rugby 
team, or when a fellow resident 
came out to see the team play. 
Being a traditional rugby player, 
my self-esteem was also boosted 
when people asked me how I got 
those scabs and bruises on my 
face.

I wasn’t a star student, and I 
wasn’t a star rugby player either. 
I ran hard and made most of my 

tackles. As a centre, a position 
where players do have the oppor-
tunities to scores tries (the equiva-
lent of touchdowns in football), I 
never scored one. My most notable 
achievement in a single game 
was blocking two punts. I didn’t 
knock the kicks down with my 
outstretched hands, but amazingly 
instead with my right cheekbone. 
Hence the bruises.

I used to think of myself as 
an “up and down” rugby player, 
not in terms of performance, but 
it seemed as if players from the 
opposing teams were always—
legally and illegally—knocking me 
down. But I would always quickly 
get back on my feet and get back 
into the play. I didn’t have time 
to think about the hit, or whether 
it was legal or not. Nor did I have 
time to complain to the referee; I 
just got right back into the game.

In a strangely similar way, 
when things did not go right 
in class, I also had to just move 
on. Sometimes I would struggle 

Rugby continued on page 13
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BY JOHN MULLIN ‘03

Michael Nolan ‘69 affection-
ately calls his Trent entrance 

grades “middling.” Sitting in his 
office on what happens to be the 
first warm day of spring, reflection 
is the order of the day. “Coming 
out of high school, going to 
university just seemed to be the 
thing you did,” Michael explains, 
describing a feeling that many can 
relate to. But before he began his 
Trent career, he travelled through 
Europe for a year. Upon returning, 
he enrolled at Trent—and the rest, 
as they say, is history.

During his time at Trent, 
Michael spent three years living at 
Champlain College—“something 
you just don’t see much of any-
more”—and graduated with a B.A. 
in 1972. During his time at Trent, 
he was involved in the opening of 
the Commoner—“something you 
don’t see anymore at all!”—and 
was on the first ever rowing team 
in Trent’s history, something we 
happily do still see.

    His time at Trent, which he 
describes as his formative years, 
took an unexpected turn in his 
second year. It was then that he 
took an American literature course, 
which caused him to change his 
academic focus from Economics 
to English. Despite his positive 
experience, and like so many other 
graduates, Michael was unsure of 
what to do once his time at Trent 
ended. To gain some perspective, 
he worked in Peterborough for a 
year—“I was the Culligan man!” 
—and, when the time was right, he 
applied to teachers’ college at the 
University of Western Ontario. 

His decision to embark on a 
career in education was not taken 
lightly. “The reason I got involved 
in this line of work was to teach 
students—because I loved doing 
it. There is a joy that comes with 

The End of an Era…and the Start of Another

Michael did not forget about Trent. 
“It was important to me to give 
something back to a place that 
gave me so much,” Michael says, 
“and after over 30 years of involve-
ment in some form or other with 
Trent, I don’t think I can say I have 
had a bad experience yet.” And his 
involvement with Trent since grad-
uation has been substantial: he 
served on the Board of Governors 
for seven years, including being the 
chair of the Property Committee 
from 1992-1994. What’s more, he 
spent three years as president of 
the Alumni Association. 

He has seen Trent go through 
some major changes, and he says 
without reservation that Trent 
“has tried hard to stay true to the 
original vision of the school. Every 
school wants to be the best they 
can be—and Trent has worked 
hard to that end. That’s why I am 
happy to recommend Trent to out-
going secondary school students.”

So that is Michael’s basic 
story—the story of a career educa-
tor who has always worked hard 
to ensure his students got the best 
experience they could. But  
the story of a young man who 
went from having “middling” 
grades, to getting a Master’s degree, 
to founding two secondary schools 
is important for another reason: 
Michael has come to the end of 
his esteemed career as an educator. 
He retired as principal of St. Peter’s 
earlier this year.

Michael is not at the end of his 
days as a student, however. Among 
other plans he has, such as boat-
ing, travelling, and spending time 
with “his greatest achievement,” 
his family, Michael is considering 
coming back to Trent as a student. 
“I don’t look at my retirement 

engaging students in the classroom 
that you can’t get any other way,” 
Michael explains. Teaching was a 
joy for Michael for 11 years—all 
of which he spent at St. Peter’s 
Secondary School in Peterborough, 
the school where he would ulti-
mately serve as principal. 

Before long, Michael went on 
to complete his Master’s degree 
in education at UWO. It was 
then “that I decided to take the 
challenge of administration,” 
he laughs. Michael soon put his 
talents as an administrator to 
good use. He was the founding 
principal of both St. Stephen’s 
Secondary School in Bowmanville 
and Holy Cross Secondary School 
in Peterborough. “I was at St. 
Stephen’s from the time they had 
50 students, until they had 500!” 
Michael declares proudly. “I was 
very pleased with what we were 
able to do with that school, as 
well as our success in getting Holy 
Cross established.”

Even with all of his work as a 
teacher, principal, and builder, Michael Nolan continued on page 13

Michael Nolan ‘69
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BY JOVAN GROEN ‘01

Just recently I had the oppor-
tunity to hear Vice-President 

(Academic) Susan Apostle-Clark 
speak about the history of college 
life at Trent. She introduced the 
founding vision based upon the 
“Oxbridge” college system, where 
faculty would live and dine in the 
same community spaces as their 
fellow students. This system, cou-
pled with Ron Thom’s visionary 
architecture and campus design, 
fostered a professional yet inti-
mate academic experience. 

Dr. Apostle-Clark took the 
Alumni Council and its guests on 
a journey through the last four 
decades, outlining changes in the 
student population, the dynamics 
of government funding, the devel-
opment of new college spaces, and 
the connection between faculty, 
staff and students within these 
spaces. 

Following the presentation, 
discussion about the evolution of 
college life at Trent was quickly 
sparked. It was evident that not 
everyone shared the same experi-
ence over the period of 40 years, 
although It became clear that for 
everyone, the day-to-day events 
associated with college life were 
an integral and major part of the 
“Trent Experience.” Individuals 
attending the presentation reflected 
nostalgically on their college envi-
ronments, campus life, and the 
involvement of their professors in 
their daily routine. 

I was very pleased to hear about 
these great memories and how 
important they were to all who 
shared in the discussion as I was 
able, in my own way, to relate to 
many of them. As a recent gradu-
ate, I lived and breathed Otonabee 
College as a campus resident 
between 2001 and 2003. Upon my 
arrival at Trent I had few expec-

Reflections on the College Experience

tations; I was simply there for a 
degree. 

However, as was the case for so 
many students before me, I was 
transformed by Trent’s college life. 
The community atmosphere of the 
college helped not only to shape 
my mind but also to develop 
me as a person. I remember ISW 
(Introductory Seminar Week) and 
all the friends and faculty I met. 

I also remember weekly house 
events, intra-/inter-college sports, 
and the many activities hosted by 
our college cabinet and college 
office. I remember meeting with 
college faculty and dons about 
work and about play. And spe-
cifically I remember how personal 
and supportive my experience was, 
as well as how rewarding it was to 
be involved in it all. 

Since the alumni discussion 
about college life I have thought 
about the many times I have 
spoken to friends and colleagues 
from Trent since graduation, and 
it always seems that the first thing 
they remember – often with a grin 
– is related to their college life.

Understandably, college life 
as you may remember it is likely 
to be different from my recent 
experience, which itself has no 
doubt changed. The fact that Trent 

evolves with changes in our soci-
ety, technology, and the new gen-
erations of students is inevitable. 

Still, I hope that whatever 
changes affect the college system 
that truly characterizes Trent do 
not detract from the individual 
college spirit that has always exist-
ed. I hope that faculty,and staff 
will remain involved in college 
programming and academic advis-
ing, as this type of personal contact 
and support is crucial for students 
and will encourage them to be 
involved in their college communi-
ties and beyond.

Let’s hope that new students 
entering Trent will experience, in 
their own way, the benefits that the 
college system has given us.. Times 
may change, but some things are 
worth preserving. 



12
 •

 T
R

EN
T 

M
A

G
A

ZI
N

E 13 
•

 FA
LL 2

0
0

6

Since Trent was founded, its 
History Department has built 

a strong reputation as a centre for 
innovative and dedicated teach-
ing, a place where undergraduates 
could receive an excellent educa-
tion in critical thinking about 
historical research. Some of its 
graduates also went on to become 
professional historians in their 
own right, training a new genera-
tion of students and contributing 
to the writing of a wide range of 
historical subjects in Canadian, 
European and world history. 

In keeping with Trent’s estab-
lished commitment to the field 
of Canadian Studies, the History 
Department also became known 
for its strength in this area. As 
the History Department is now 
facing a series of retirements of 
some of its “first generation” of 
Canadianists, the time seemed ripe 
to celebrate the legacy of historians 

“Canada on Display”: Celebrating the Legacy 
of Historians at Trent

at Trent. 
Three Canadian historians—

Elwood Jones, Dale Standen, and 
John Jennings—will have retired 
by 2008. In order to honour the 
contribution of these faculty mem-
bers and to mark the transition 
from a first to a second generation 
of Canadian historians at Trent, 
the History Department is organiz-
ing an event, “Canada on Display,” 
to be held on April 13-14, 2007. 
Papers, informal talks and social 
events will take place, and former 
Trent professors will be invited 
back to participate. The depart-
ment is also inviting back Trent 
alumni who went on to do doctor-
ates and are now working as his-
torians in many different contexts, 
from universities to museums and 
archives. 

The theme for the conference, 
“Canada on Display,” has two 
meanings. First, we are celebrating 

as an ending—it is a beginning,” 
Michael explains. “It’s a chance 
to go and do something new, and 
find new ways to stimulate myself 
intellectually.”

Michael’s days as a student with 
middling grades are over, as are 
his teaching days, and now, too, 
his days as an administrator. But 
in a poetic way, he is back where 
he started. Of course, you could 
always say he never really left.

Hot off the presses: Michael 
has agreed to teach part-time for 
Trent’s School of Education so he 
will be once again wandering the 
halls and pathways at Trent—hope 
you enjoyed your “retirement” 
Michael! 

through the read-
ings, not under-
standing them at 
all, and then go to 
the tutorial and not 
say a word. I did 
not have time to 
dwell on it; I just 
had to start the next 
set of readings or 
continue my work 
on an upcoming 
essay.

After all of my experiences at 
Trent University, I ended up with 
two items to put on my wall. One 
was my Bachelor of Arts diploma. 
The other was a small plaque that 
was given to me and nineteen 
other graduating students for out-

Michael Nolan continued from page 11Rugby continued from page 10

and “displaying” Trent’s contribu-
tion to the production of many 
important Canadian historians. 
While honouring our retirees, we 
will also celebrate the department’s 
role in inspiring, training and edu-
cating students who themselves 
became productive and interesting 
scholars. Second, this is a theme 
that ties together the academic 
concerns of our recent retirees who 
are interested in questions relat-
ing to museums, archives, and the 
public display of history. 

We hope that Trent alumni, 
particularly history majors, will 
also attend, renewing old acquain-
tances. If you are interested in the 
event, please watch the History 
web page in the fall for more infor-
mation (www.trentu.ca/history/) 
or contact the event organizers: 
Prof. Joan Sangster ‘70 and Prof. 
Ivana Elbl (jsangster@trentu.ca 
and ielbl@trentu.ca). 

standing contributions to Trent 
University Athletics.

I’m equally proud of both of 
them, since they truly reflect my 
Trent achievements. 
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Coming back to the Trent 
Summer Sports Camp (TSSC) 

each year, even for a brief visit, is 
something that TSSC and Trent 
alumnus Justin Kerr ’96 always 
looks forward to. This summer, 
Justin, who held the position of 
TSSC counsellor for three sea-
sons, had something even more 
signifi cant to look forward to. He 
marked his annual camp visit by 
taking on the new, prestigious title 
of the TSSC’s inaugural alumnus-
in-residence. 

The TSSC alumni-in-residence 
program was created by camp 
director Bruce Emmerton ’97 as 
a means of reintroducing former 
staff to the camp program and cel-
ebrating and honouring their past 
work and their ongoing commit-
ments to the camp. “We have quite 
a few alumni that come back for 
a couple of hours each summer,” 
Bruce says. “This (program) is an 
opportunity for them to come back 
for a bit of a vacation and stay for 
a couple of days. It is also our way 
of giving back to them.” 

To be the fi rst alumnus-in-resi-
dence, according to Bruce, Justin 
Kerr was the natural choice. Justin 
worked as a counsellor with the 
TSSC from 1999 to 2001; since 
that time, he has returned to 
the camp at least once a season. 
Justin is also a graduate of Trent 
University, having completed a 
degree in international develop-
ment studies and Canadian studies 
in 2000. His dedication and con-
nection to Trent don’t stop there 
—he was also a liaison offi cer with 
the University from 2000 to 2001. 

As for the decision to accept 
the role of alumnus-in-residence, 
Justin says it was “a no-brainer 
for me.” In fact, he describes the 
honour as the perfect opportunity 
to take a couple of days off from 
his job as an International Student 
Advisor at Queen’s University and 

From Trent alumnus to Sports Camp 
Alumnus-in-Residence

get reacquainted with the camp. 
“The time I spent at camp repre-
sents some of the most forma-
tive years for me, as were all of 
my years involved at Trent,” says 
Justin, otherwise known as Loco 
to campers and camp staff. Justin 
adopts his camp name, given to 
him by other counsellors during 
his fi rst year, each time he returns 
to the camp. 

Assigning code names to each 
staff member and having the 
staff truly involved and commit-
ted to the camp is just one aspect 
that makes the TSSC a top choice 
among kids and their families. 
According to Justin, the camp is 
so popular for other reasons, too, 
including the diversity of activi-
ties and the natural environment 
of Trent. “The camp has only 
improved itself year after year,” 
says Mr. Kerr. ”It is a great environ-
ment—extremely well organized 
and appreciated by all the camp-
ers and their families. It serves a 
great purpose; it assures there is a 
positive relationship between the 
University and the community.”

As alumnus-in-residence, Justin 
spent two days in July participating 
in various TSSC activities. During 
his stay, he lived in the guest suite 

at Traill College and put his talents 
as an amateur photographer to use, 
taking photos of campers enjoying 
various activities. Under Bruce’s 
lead, Justin also took specifi c pho-
tos of one camper as he partici-
pated in a day’s worth of activities. 
These photos will be used to create 
a Flash presentation called “A Day 
in the Life of a Camper,” which 
will appear as an online promo-
tional tool for the TSSC. 

The Trent Summer Sports Camp 
has just completed its fourteenth 
season, during which over 700 kids 
participated, marking another year 
that the camp has operated at full 
capacity. The TSSC is a unique day-
camp experience for campers rang-
ing from fi ve to 15 years of age. 
Camp programs are a great mixture 
of instructional and recreational 
activities designed to be both fun 
and challenging. According to 
Bruce Emmerton the camp is not 
only benefi cial to the campers but 
to the staff members as well: “It 
has always been my belief that this 
camp is as much for the staff as it 
is for the campers. It gives everyone 
the opportunity to grow.”

The TSSC’s fi rst alumnus-in-resi-
dence, Justin Kerr, would defi nitely 
agree. 

Justin Kerr ‘96 was Trent sports camp’s alumnus-in-residence this past summer
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The Toronto 
Chapter of the 
Trent University 
Alumni 
Association
invites you and 
your guest to 
attend a Toronto 
Chapter Downtown 
Networking 
Reception! 
Thursday 
September 14, 
2006 

Time: 5:00pm-????

Place: Beer Bistro, 
18 King Street East, 
Toronto, 416-861-9872

Your RSVP is request-
ed. Please email 
Joshua Mills ‘97 at 
jomills@deloitte.ca 

Trent Guests: Tony 
Storey ‘71, Director of 
Alumni Affairs.

Register online at 
www.trentu.ca/alumni 
and follow the link to 
news and events.
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BY TONY STOREY ‘71

The year is 1992…location 
The Devil’s Advocate on 
Bay Street in downtown 
Toronto. Just minutes shy 

of 6 pm. A small group of alumni 
has gathered, armed with pen and 
paper. There is an air of focused 
expectancy with repeated glances 
towards the adjacent bus termi-
nal. A bus pulls in; a lone figure 
emerges and immediately makes 
her way to the pub. Liz Fleming, 
volunteer editor of Trent Magazine 
has journeyed from her home in 
St. Catharines to chair another 
meeting of the magzine’s editorial 
board. She has just two hours to 
lead the meeting, blend her ideas 
with the alumni volunteer writ-
ers, eat dinner and catch the bus 
back home. It is a scene that was 
repeated many times until afford-
able teleconferencing replaced the 
dash to downtown Toronto.

After 17 years in this pivotal 
Alumni Association volunteer role, 
Liz Fleming has relinquished the 
editorship. It is an extraordinary 
record of service to Trent. The 
volunteer base supporting the pro-
duction of our alumni magazine 
is an unparalleled story. I have 
never encountered another North 
American university alumni asso-
ciation that relies so heavily on 
its volunteers to produce a regular 
publication.

Just how and when were the 
seeds of this longstanding service 
sown? Turn the clock back to 
September 1977…an excited Liz 
Anderson arrives at Trent, younger 
than most of the students but try-
ing hard not to appear younger. 
Her mother is introducing herself 
to members of the Otonabee 

College Intro Week committee, a 
process Liz finds mortifying. Her 
interest in being a political sci-
ence major is quickly transferred 
to English as she realizes that is 
where her interests, abilities and 
heart lie.

One year later Liz is now a 
member of the Champlain College 
Intro committee. As all the com-
mittee members understand, the 
week belongs to the first year 
students; no reasonable request is 
refused. This includes dancing with 
a student who seems determined 
to remove his three-piece suit item 
by item. As the dance ends, the 
now only partly garbed freshman 
continues to seek Liz as his dance 
partner. Liz, ever the diplomat, 
turns to the closest student in view 
and explains, apologetically, “I 
just promised I would dance with 
Jamie.” Jamie Fleming ’76 had not 
in fact asked Liz to dance, but is 
happy to get Liz off the hook. He 
asks Liz if she can jive (she can, 
and well—her mother was a dance 

instructor at one time) and a long 
lasting relationship is launched. 

Liz Fleming arrived at Trent 
already having an aptitude for 
writing. Through the teaching of 
the “fabulous profs”, she learned 
to edit what she had written. The 
English department was “a magi-
cal place.” Margaret Laurence was 
Chancellor and would attend 
dinners with students, discussing 
her work and asking for opinions. 
W.O. Mitchell would visit his fac-
ulty son Orm Mitchell and take 
part in university life.

Liz has a vivid recollection of 
Michael Peterman’s American 
and Canadian fiction course. One 
assignment was to read a literary 
criticism by Robert Kroetsch of 
Sinclair Ross’s The Lamp at Noon. 
Liz completely disagreed with 
the criticism and was scheduled 
to lead a seminar discussion. At 
the outset of the class, Professor 
Peterman announced that there 
was a guest joining them—Robert 
Kroetcsh! Liz could not back down 
with her seminar presentation and 
carried on. Later during Kroetsch’s 
visit, at an English department din-
ner, he presented Liz with one of 
his books which he had inscribed, 
“Hope you enjoy this more.” 

As Liz reflected this could only 
happen at Trent, and perhaps only 
then.

Two of the English department 
faculty were friends of Liz’s older 
brother. She had been told to 
watch for Geoffrey Eathorne and 
David Glassco. Geoffrey became 
her supervisor of studies, but she 
had not yet spotted Glassco. One 
day while waiting for the bus, 
a ramshackle car slowed at the 

Looking Back on 17 Years of
Volunteerism

Liz Fleming: 
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library circle, and as was customary 
then, asked the waiting students 
if they needed a ride. Liz wound 
up in the front seat as the youth-
ful looking man introduced him-
self as “David” while rearranging 
books, papers and sundries. Liz 
blithely inquired, “What are you 
taking?” “Oh, I’m not a student,” 
came the reply. “Well, what do 
you do?” Liz wondered. It was 
then that Professor David Glassco 
introduced himself. As with 
Geoffrey Eathorne, “we became, 
and remained friends, wonderful 
friends.”

The other important connec-
tion was Champlain Master John 
Burbidge and his family. “A lot 
of why I am who I am” was the 
opportunity at Trent “to work real-
ly hard for bright professors with 
high standards.”

Liz recalls the circumstances in 
which she offered to serve as the 
editor for Trent’s alumni magazine. 
Former editor Jim English was 
retiring from Trent. The magazine 
had been a labour of love for him 
and not directly related to his 
concluding role as the university’s 
director of student affairs. There 
was no budget for a staff editor 
and the Alumni Association was 
looking for a qualifi ed volunteer. 

This search coincided with this 

article’s author paying a fund-
raising visit to Liz and Jamie. 
The university’s Campaign for 
Tomorrow was in full swing, and 
we were “raising sights” of alumni 
across the country. The Flemings 
were a young family with a new 
house, car payments and relatively 
new careers. The suggestion for a 
substantial donation to Trent was 
received with some mild dismay at 
the size of the contemplated “stag-
gering” amount. 

But Trent was “family” in Liz 
and Jamie’s eyes. The Flemings 
believed in the importance of giv-
ing back to Trent…that Trent was 
responsible for where they were in 
their lives and careers. In Liz’s case 
the hard skills of writing and edit-
ing were companion to the self-
confi dence gained in seminar pre-
sentations. She recalled how well 
Trent prepared her for graduate 
school at U of T. The one-on-one 
attention from Geoffrey Eathorne, 
James Neufeld, Jim MacAdam, 
Finn Gallagher, Mike Peterman 
and the late Michael Treadwell 
made her completely comfortable 
with her MA in English. At the end 
of her fi rst U of T seminar, her pro-
fessor wryly commented, “Let me 
guess, you went to Trent.” 

Liz and Jamie made an ambi-
tious cash commitment to the 

campaign. And then they said they 
wanted to do more…by having Liz 
donate her writing and editorial 
skills to the magazine, then known 
as Alumnus. At the time Liz did 
freelance editing and writing work 
for a number of Niagara region cli-
ents, including Brock University. 

 Liz is emphatic that she has 
enjoyed every moment of her ten-
ure as editor. A particular highlight 
was her selection as the Spirit of 
Trent Award recipient in 1992. 
“Unexpected and welcome…I am 
very honoured to be in such a dis-
tinctive group.”

She also remembers dealing 
with tough situations (two faculty 
strikes, a series of senior adminis-
trative resignations, the closing of 
Peter Robinson College) yet takes 
pride in the posture of the maga-
zine in letting the different voices 
involved in controversy be heard. It 
mattered to Liz that the magazine 
mattered to alumni. Learning of 
others’ nurturing Trent experiences 
also cheered her. 

Physically the magazine 
improved in design and appear-
ance. She is immensely appreciative 
of all the good volunteer writers 
over those many years. “We could 
not have managed without the 
level of alumni skill. People have 
been generous with their time and 
ability. Mike Cullen ’82 whose 

Liz Fleming continued on page 17

After 17 years in this pivotal Alumni Association volun-
teer role, Liz Fleming has relinquished the editorship.

Liz Fleming (right) and family: husband Jamie Fleming ‘76, and sons Joel and Jay.
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cover photography has graced 
most issues of the magazine is one 
such talented person giving back to 
Trent.”

It is important to Liz that alum-
ni understand her decision to give 
up the editorial reins at this time. 
“Lot and lots has changed in the 
past four years.” As a writer/editor 
with corporate and journalism 
experience dating back 20 years, 
she is in demand. Some of her 
articles are making their way into 
American publications. She has a 
regular column in the Toronto Star, 
Gearing Up, which she proudly co-
authors with her son Jay. Her travel 
features appear often in the Star, 
and she is asked to take on assign-
ments all over the world. 

The opportunity to dive into 
travel writing has been rewarding. 
But if you plan to be a travel writer, 
well, you have to travel. Her time 
is as busy as ever, but with a more 
unpredictable twist. Inevitably 
it became harder and harder 
to schedule the editorial board 
meetings around this scenario of 
involvements and travel. 

“I hate to inconvenience oth-
ers.” And as Liz is quick to point 
out, it has always been “family 
first” in her home-centred busi-
ness. She never misses her sons’ 
sporting games, and throws herself 
into the volunteer activities that 
surround these teams and groups. 
She reluctantly concluded that it 
was “time for someone else to have 
a crack at it.” She also feels that 
it will be positive for other voices 
and perspectives to be present in 
the magazine, although she has 
worked hard at ensuring that there 
were many voices being expressed, 
all equal and respected.

Liz did note that she has not 
been at Trent for a long time; it 
would be mistaken if the magazine 
was limited to the fond recollec-
tions of an older generation.

She is grateful for the autonomy 
she had. “I was never told to toe 
the party line.” This contrasted 
with another client’s magazine 

“where every word was checked.” 
She lauds the “enormous faith” of 
the administration. “We could do 
what we wanted to do, even during 
times of strife. We could let every-
one have their say. We were never 
censored.”

When asked what she would 
like to be true about Trent in its 
50th anniversary year, 2014, Liz 
does not hesitate. “Never to lose its 
emphasis on small group teaching. 
It sets us apart…fosters the devel-
opment of scholars and thinkers. 
Never too big to lose that. A very 
accepting place, a place for every-
body no matter how ‘off the wall,’ 
open and welcoming, attractive to 
strong faculty.”

As Liz conducts a personal 
inventory of what she finds most 
satisfying about her Trent connec-
tion, she cites first and foremost 
that the experience is shared 
with her husband Jamie. She also 
includes her alumni nephews Mike 
Van Raalte ‘85 and Kevin Van 
Raalte ‘90  who had similar Trent 
experiences. There is also a niece-
in-law Jennifer Bistolas ‘93 . Liz 
is proud of Trent’s performance in 
the various national rankings and 
surveys that have become more 
visible and prevalent in recent 
years. And there is the pleasure of 
returning to campus, savouring the 
familiar and admiring the new. 

It is daunting to try to pay trib-
ute in words to an accomplished 
and passionate wordsmith such as 
Liz Fleming. May I simply say that 
Liz Fleming is one of my heroes 
and she is part of the fabric of 
Trent University. I have often said 
that I have one of the best jobs in 
the university in that I have the 
privilege of getting to know loyal 
and skilful alumni who continue 
to care for Trent long after gradua-
tion. Liz stands alone at the top of 
that well-populated pyramid.

Now let me turn it over to Liz 
herself, with some of my favourite 
excerpts from 17 years of editorials. 

On the Editorial Board
“The last time the Editorial Board 
met-over a mountain of burgers, 

beer and paper-we found it as 
hard as ever to keep a disciplined 
eye on the agenda, We’d rather 
chat, you see, swap Trent stories 
and laugh.”

On institutional change
“…as alumni we are resistant to 
the very suggestion of change 
when it concerns Trent…But Trent 
is forever changing…we must 
remember that if Trent stood 
still it would cease to be. We 
must grow to survive and growth 
necessitates change…our job as 
alumni is to accept as gracefully 
as possible…to offer suggestions 
for ways in which the essence of 
Trent can be preserved without 
stifling growth, and to support our 
University and its students as they 
make their way into the future.”

On support for Trent
“I want to thank every Trent 
graduate who has given his or 
her support to the University no 
matter how small or large the dol-
lar amount may have been-and 
I applaud every alumnus and 

Liz Fleming continued from page 17

“Some men are just a little 
larger than life, and T.H.B. 
Symons is one of those. Trent 
has been fortunate to have 
such an able captain on board 
for so many successful years.”
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alumna who has ever served on a 
committee or a board. Your time is 
a precious gift and Trent wouldn’t 
be the place it is today without 
you.”

On the Trent environment
“Certainly our professors encour-
aged us to speak our minds, as if 
our opinions were as valuable as 
those of our distinguished guests. 
I blush now to think of the confi -
dence with which we offered our 
suggestions to Margaret Laurence, 
and the good grace with which she 
received them. With age comes 
greater humility, and I never pick 
up a book of hers, or of W.O. 
Mitchell’s without thinking how 
lucky I was to have met such tal-
ented, generous people, and how 

much richer the Trent atmosphere 
was for their contributions.”

On Paul Wilson (Director of 
Athletics 1966-2002)
“Paul Wilson has fi gured largely in 
the lives of countless alumni. The 
wonderful collection of stories…
are both a tribute to the man who 
has given so generously of himself 
to our University, and a record of 
the proud-and slightly eccentric-
traditions of achievement he has 
created with the three decades of 
athletes who have had the privi-
lege of working with Paul…he has 
been the lifeblood of athletics at 
Trent-but he has been so much 
more than that. His booming 
laugh, his ability to remember the 
names of every student who ever 
went to Trent (or even considered 
it) and his enthusiasm for alumni 
events of all kinds, have made 
our university a better, kinder and 
more welcoming place.”

On university education
“My years at Trent exposed me to 
the works of some of the greatest 
writers and thinkers in the his-
tory of time, introduced me to the 
notion of learning for learning’s 
sake and gave me an opportunity 
to exercise my mind in ways I’ve 
never have imagined…A university 
education is much more than a 
simple preparation for the work 
world-it is a learning, growing 
experience, the value of which can-
not be measured in dollars and 
cents. It is a training for the mind, 
an introduction to all the wonders 
of this world, the world of the 
future and all the many worlds of 
the past. It is a testing ground for 
your most deeply held beliefs and 

a launching pad for your most cre-
ative ideas.”

On editorial balance
“We do our best to cover every-
thing we think you’d be interested 
in hearing about-from athletics to 
academics, from the artists to the 
administrators, from students to 
alumni, from faculty to staff. We 
try to look at the past, to tie it to 
the present and to give you a sense 
of how the future is shaping up 
(as we see it, at least.)

On millennial resolutions
“We resolve that we will all act as 
ambassadors for Trent whenever 
we have the opportunity-who is 
better able, after all, to blow that 
particular horn than we are. We 
resolve that we will offer our sup-
port to Trent in whatever way 
we can-whether it be fi nancial or 
moral. We all have talents to offer 
and, given that the opportunity 
to develop those talents while at 
Trent, we should be sure to give 
something in return.”

On Founding President 
Thomas Symons
“Sometimes things come together 
just the way they should: for our 
very fi rst glossy cover, what bet-
ter face to grace that cover but 
Tom Symons, our fi rst president 
and founding father? We have 
no doubt but that this issue will 
become a collector’s item, prized 
not only for the artistry of Michael 
Cullen who captured Tom and 
Christine Symons with his camera, 
but also for the literary excellence 
of Jim English, who has drawn 
us an equally exquisite portrait 
with his pen. Some men are just 
a little larger than life, and T.H.B. 
Symons is one of those. Trent has 
been fortunate to have such an 
able captain on board for so many 
successful years, and although he 
is now retiring, we hope that Tom 
will continue to give us the benefi t 
of his advice, support and leader-
ship.”

Liz Fleming continued on page 20

“Michael Treadwell was a pro-
fessor whose enthusiasm for 
his subject was so infectious 
that even the most reluctant 
students in his seminars 
quickly began to share his 
affection for Henry James & 
Willa Cather. 

Prof. Michael Treadwell

Liz accepting the Spirit of 
Trent Award in 1992. 
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Walking the Line of Memories
BY JAN CARTER ’87

I’ve just seen the Johnny Cash bio-pic “Walk the Line.” After 
all the Oscar buzz, I was prepared for a compelling love story 

between Johnny Cash and June Carter. And I was prepared 
for the incredible performances of Joaquin Phoenix and Reese 
Witherspoon. But I wasn’t prepared for a flood of memories from 
first-year university. Weird, I know, but true. As soon as Johnny/
Joaquin began to sing “I Walk the Line,” everything went blurry and 
I was transported back to 1987, to a corner seat against the far wall 
at the Pig’s Ear Tavern. That song boomed in the background of far 
too many nights at the Piggy. Every time a tray of beer landed on 
the table, someone would get up and use the change to feed the 
jukebox. Then, they would hit the buttons. Ya, those buttons! You 
remember the numbers, don’tcha? 2-3-4. Soon, everyone not play-
ing pool was warbling “…Because you’re mine, I walk the line.” 
It didn’t matter how many times that song played each evening. 
Conversation would stop, a last-minute peanut would be flung into 
a Piggy glass, and we’d start singing it yet again. It started as a joke 
years before, I’m sure, but was tradition by my time. It drove the 
regulars nuts, but we undergrads sure had fun. Sitting in the theatre, 
I had an incredible urge to do a road-trip to the Piggy, just to feed 
in a quarter, hit those numbers, and hear the song one more time 
in its “proper venue.” I haven’t been back to the Pig’s Ear in at least 
a decade. I’m sure the jukebox is long gone—or, at least, if it’s still 
there, it is filled with more recent hits, perhaps even on CD. But the 
memories of my tray-mates still linger: Steve, Jim, Bruce, Jane, Judy, 
Rob, Dave, Kenton, C.J., Rita, Anne, Ellen, Uzi, Peter, Craig, Sheri, 
Andrea, Chris, Lainie, Susie, and a few others remembered with a 
smile, if not by name. When I think of Trent, I tend to reminisce 
about events held on the main campus or downtown colleges; I 
had forgotten about those long—musical—nights at the Pig’s Ear 
(I’ll leave stories about singing the theme songs from sit-coms for 
another time). I am grateful this film reminded me. Because for me 
(and, likely, for many), the Pig’s Ear is as much a part of the “Trent 
experience” as the classes. In fact, l’ll have to see the film again, 
because I spent the last half reminiscing about the Piggy. So, to 
honour the restoration of 19-year-old memories (which are more 
legal than I was at the time—what can I say? It was pre-photo ID!), 
I raise my glass to the owners and patrons of the unofficial pub of 
Trent University, and say, “Thanks ya’ll”! 

On Chancellor Peter Gzowski
“You know, as Canadians, we’re 
not big on heroes. Most of our 
politicians have been shot full of 
satirical holes long before they left 
office, and our big name movie 
stars all seem to be comedians. My 
own list of heroes is very small. 
Jamie and our two sons certainly 
qualify, as did my father, but I 
don’t think my list would be com-
plete if it didn’t also include Peter 
Gzowski. Peter’s place has been 
secured on my hero list not only 
bu virtue of his outstanding con-
tributions to the fostering and cel-
ebration of Canadian culture-most 
particularly the CBC, of course-but 
also by his generous and ever-gra-
cious support of Trent, serving 
as our Chancellor and rising to 
bestow our honorary degrees even 
when his health has made such 
duties an incredible challenge. All 
too often, we forget to say thank 
you to those who give us the 
most…I say thank you, Peter. You 
are truly a Candian hero.”

On Professor 
Michael Treadwell
“Michael Treadwell was a profes-
sor whose enthusiasm for his 
subject was so infectious that even 
the most reluctant students in his 
seminars quickly began to share 
his affection for Henry James and 
Willa Cather. We laughed, we 
argued and we learned. No ques-
tion posed by a student was ever 
too shallow or simplistic. Michael 
always answered so well and so 
graciously that you were left feel-
ing that you had somehow pin-
pointed an important issue. He 
was truly a gifted teacher…Trent 
has lost a valuable friend, a gener-
ous supporter and a charismatic 
leader. We will long remember 
Michael Treadwell.”

On Trent in 1999-2000
“Over the course of this difficult 
time, we’ve talked with faculty, 
staff, administrators, alumni and 
students and we’ve heard every pos-

Liz Fleming continued from page 19

sible point of view. Passions have 
pulsated at every turn. There has 
been fiery anger, bitter disappoint-
ment…and great hope for a better, 
more united future. We think it’s 
safe to say that the Trent commu-
nity has hit every note on the emo-
tional scale but one—apathy.

We’ve yet to speak to anyone 
who didn’t hold a passionate opin-
ion about what should be done, 
nor anyone who didn’t have a 

deep and abiding love for whatever 
form of Trent he or she believes is 
the one that should remain when 
the smoke clears.

…We all want to be able to look 
ahead fifty years and see Trent still 
proudly welcoming students. We 
all want our children to have the 
chance to spend their most impor-
tant learning years at a university 
dedicated to the belief that the 
individual mind matters.” 
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“I decided to make my future gift to the general 
endowed funds. This way I take great satisfaction 

in all the great things that happen at Trent.”
Paul Moore ’80, Legacy Society Member

Creating an endowment fund is one of the finest and most far-reaching things 
anyone can do for Trent. Long after every current donor, board member, 
alum, staff and faculty member is gone, the endowments will continue to 
provide annual payments and bear witness to the foresight and commitment 
of the donors. It is a way to make a significant difference tomorrow by doing 
something today.

You can create a separate, named endowment with a minimum of $6,250 given 
in a lump sum or over a period of time by availing yourself of the provincial 
government’s matching gift program for financial assistance (OTSS). Yes, there is 
a way to double the impact of your gift.

You can also establish an endowment with a bequest in your Will, by an 
insurance plan or a life income gift. Donors of such future gifts honour us by 
becoming Members of the Trent University Legacy Society. 

Our endowment program is important to the financial integrity of Trent. The 
funds provide a base of support and inspire others to become involved in 
supporting education and research at Trent.

To learn more about:
• The Ontario Trust for Student Support (OTSS), the province’s 

matching gift program
• Making a current or future gift to an endowed fund
• Trent University Legacy Society

Contact Richard Morgan at 705 748-1011 ext. 7598 or richardmorgan@trentu.ca
Information is also available on our web site at www.trentu.ca/advancement

Just as an oak tree produces acorns each year, endowment funds 
provide annual support to a student, program or project. 

Making a Difference 
Tomorrow Today
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Folk Under The Clock is a well 
established cultural institution 

in the Peterborough Community. 
Last year the series celebrated its 
20th season of folk concerts.

Artistic Director, Mike Barker 
‘85 began the concert series after 
returning to Peterborough from 
Edmonton, in 1985. During his 
time at Trent, Mike also hosted the 
long running radio show Celtic Air, 
on Trent Radio.

Mike’s keen interest in folk and 
roots music was honed at an early 
age in Bradford, England where 
he often hung out at local music 
venues and clubs which featured 
the likes of Long John Baldry and 
The Shadows. After immigrating 
to the Peterborough area then 
working as a Wildlife Technician 
in several Northern communi-
ties, Mike eventually moved to 
Edmonton where he and his wife, 
Sonja, became actively involved in 
the local folk club scene. Here they 
met and shared friendships with 
many musicians from around the 
world. As a result, Folk Under The 
Clock was born so that Mike could 
continue his lifelong passion for 
promoting and enabling live folk 
music, but this time to a new audi-
ence in Peterborough.

Between his full time job as 
a Wetland Biologist with The 
Wetland Habitat Fund, visiting his 
daughter Karina (student at the 
University of Ottawa), and travel-
ing as much as possible (often to 
folk festivals across the country), 
Mike has managed to bring over 
65 acts/musicians to Folk Under 
The Clock. Artists such as Loreena 
McKennitt, Tom Paxton, Spirit of 
the West, Lennie Gallant, Fairport 
Convention, Danu …have enjoyed 
and appreciated the outstanding 
facility found in The Market Hall.

The 21st season (2006/2007) 
of Folk Under The Clock kicks off 
on November 24th with James 
Keelaghan. Former Trent student, 
Karine Polwart ‘89, will be return-
ing to Peterborough, this time to 
perform at The Market Hall on 
April 21, 2007. Scottish folk musi-
cian, Karine Polwart, is a rapidly 
rising star in the UK, having won 
Best Album and Best Original Song 
at the BBC 2 Folk Awards in 2005. 
(See www.karinepolwart.com for 
more info.) 

Other Folk Under The Clock 
acts for the 21st season can be 
found at www.folkundertheclock.
com. 

Mike Barker ‘85: Trent’s Folk 
Connections

School of 
Education 
Reunion
Saturday, Sept. 30, 2006

Time: 12-2 p.m.

Where: Gathering Space in 
Gzowski College/First Peoples 
House of Learning (east bank, 
Symons Campus)

We are hoping lots of you are 
able to drop by, have some 
food, and visit with friends. 
See you on September 30th! 

Any questions please e-mail 
Bev bevt@persona.ca or Emily 
eaddison@trentu.ca.

Karine Polwart ‘89

Mike Barker ‘85

Arthur, OPIRG * 
Peterborough, and 
Trent Women’s Centre 
invite you to our 
Anniversary Gala!

We will join forces to celebrate 
our respective 40th, 30th, and 
20th anniversaries with a gala 
at Market Hall, Friday, October 
13th, 2006 with a gourmet 
dinner by Food Not Bombs at 6 
p.m. and music, dancing, and 
birthday cake at 9 p.m.

Tickets for dinner can be pur-
chased from our offi ces for 
$25 (waged) or $5 (student/
unwaged).

For more information please 
contact us at:

Arthur: 
editors@trentarthur.info or 
745-3535

OPIRG * Peterborough: 
opirg@trentu.ca or 741-1208

Trent Women’s Centre: 
info@trentwomenscentre.ca or 
742-7195
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Head of the Trent / Alumni Homecoming Weekend
Friday September 29, 2006 to Saturday September 30,2006

Plan Now to Return to Trent
for a Great Weekend of Reunions, Racing, 
and Reminiscences!

T.C.S.A. Concert Friday night
September 29 in the Great Hall at Champlain College. Watch the website for details.

Children’s activities!
Balloons, face painting, video feature presentation from 1 p.m.– 4 p.m. September 30
on the Champlain College Great Hall Riverside lawn.

Trent University Alumni Association Annual General meeting 
10:30 a.m. on Saturday in Alumni House (formerly CC Master’s Lodge).

Commoner Reunion and Farewell 
BBQ and cash bar in the Commoner Parking Lot 1 p.m. – 5 p.m. on Saturday (see full 
page ad on page 24).

Alumni Homecoming
Cash bar and barbecue, Champlain College Great Hall Riverside lawn, 1 p.m.–5 p.m.

Trent Rowing Club Beer Garden
Get your souvenir hats and mugs too! Bata Library Parking Lot, 12 p.m.– 6 p.m.

Head of the Trent Regatta Saturday, September 30, 2006
Rowing races all day Saturday 9:00 am to 5:00 pm Trent/Severn Waterway 
from Parkhill Road to the Faryon footbridge, Symons Campus.

Athletics reunion soccer and volleyball games scheduled over the weekend 
Watch the alumni website for updated information www.trentu.ca/alumni/
headofthetrent.html

For more information and to register go to the www.trentu.ca/alumni 
and follow the links for Head of the Trent.

Book accommodation at www.thekawarthas.net 
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TRENT UNIVERSITY FOUNDATION

Double the impact of your gift and 
support generations of students.
The provincial governments’s Ontario Trust for Student Support 
(OTSS) is providing a dollar-for-dollar match for gifts to endowment to 
provide fi nancial assistance to Ontario college and university students. 

· Endowed funds are held permanently and invested prudently.
· The principal remains intact and provides long-term sustainability
· Interest earned annually is awarded to students with proven fi nancial 

need.
· These permanent funds will ease the fi nancial burden for our future 

leaders.

Gifts of all sizes are welcomed and will be eligible for a receipt for tax 
purposes. 

There are opportunities to name a separate endowed fund at half the 
minimum threshold because of the matching gift.

For more information or to inquire about naming a Bursary or Award 
please contact:
   Richard Morgan at 705 748-1011 ext.7598
   or at richardmorgan@trentu.ca

A Bridge to the Future
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STOREYLINE

TONY STOREY ‘71

Notes from 
the Alumni 
Director
Alumni Spotlights
prepared by Patrick 
J. O’Brien ‘03

Being one of 83 interns chosen 
from 41 countries to attend a 6-
week international global business 
and leadership development pro-
gram was quite an honour for Neil 
Horne ’96, to receive. This attend-
ee of the Global Village for Future 
Leaders of Business and Industry 
Award is currently working as a 
business development manager for 
a marketing company in Toronto.

Congratulations are due to Sally 
Webber ‘67, who retired as the 
president of Yukon College after 
nearly twelve years. Sally was hon-
oured with the gift of a button 
blanket and a framed beadwork 
picture. 

Dr. Robert Glossop ‘67, has a 
thirty year history with the Vanier 
Institute of Family where he is 
currently the Director of Programs 
and Research. This, along with 
other endeavours in life, has 

led to him being honoured by 
the Lawson Foundation with 
a Lifetime Achievement award 
as well as receiving an honor-
ary Doctorate of Science degree 
in 2005 from the University of 
Guelph.

After graduating from Trent in 
1975 with a B.Sc., Ian Affl eck ‘71, 
went on to become a physicist 
and win numerous awards for his 
research. The latest of these awards 
is the 2006 Medal for Lifetime 
Achievement in Physics which he 
received while conducting research 
at the University of British 
Columbia.

Barry van Dompseler ‘96, or 
“Oscar” as he is known around 
the Trent Summer Sports Camp, 
was recently honoured by the 
Ontario Camping Association as 
the recipient of the Ron & Mickey 
Johnstone Youth Leaders Award. 
Barry is the Assistant Director at 
the TSSC and has worked there 
since 1999. He received this award 
due to his outstanding leadership 
and teaching skills as well as his 
boundless enthusiasm and the 
deep genuine love for the camp 
experience that he possesses.

Ian Coutts’75, has been a success-
ful editor for Madison Press Books 
for many years specializing in 
butch (?) titles and has just now 
published The Ultimate Guys Q & 
A: Answers to Questions You Should 
Not Ask. Ian also won the Fairley 
Award for Editorial Excellence in 
2003.

Tony Benattar ‘78, is the owner 
and designer of a recently hugely 
successful company that exclu-
sively sells rock ‘n’ roll boots, a 
now popular variation on cowboy 
boots. Liberty Boots now has sales 
upwards of three million dollars 
a year. The footwear is incred-
ibly popular with stars such as 
Madonna, The Boss, James Brown, 
Brooke Shields and many more.

Harry Hobbs ’64 has announced 
the publication of his fi rst novel 
A Dozen Years. Published by the 
Lighthouse Publishers, Harry has 
generously donated copies to the 
Harry Hobbs Library at Sadleir 
House and the Alumni Wall of 
Fame at Alumni House.

Building on an excellent start at 
Trent University with the comple-
tion of a BA in Politics, Bill 
Roberts ‘70, went on to become 
the CEO and President of Vision 
TV. Vision TV is a television 
netowrk which tries to use televi-
sion to create a sense of celebra-
tion and dialogue between groups 
of different faiths. Prior to this Bill 
was also the Secretary General of 
the North American Broadcasters 
Association as well as the Senior 
Vice President of the Canadian 
Association of Broadcasters.

At one time she was the Federal 
Minister of Indian and Northern 
Affairs for Canada, but now Jane 

Ian Affl eck ‘71
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Stewart ‘75 has the honour of 
being signed on to represent 
Ontario in a series of land claim 
debates involving the Six Nations 
and the Caledonia impasse. Jane 
was also an MP for the Brantford 
Area and will be using this new 
opportunity to fi nd ways of miti-
gating the longer term issues in 
Caledonia.

Starting in 2000 Kerry Lynn 
Parsons ‘80, was one of sixteen 
Canadian authors published in A 
National Millennium Anthology. She 
then received a provincial writing 
award for excellence in 2004 for 
her work on two children’s plays. 
Congratulations to Kerry on the 
recent publication of her fi rst poet-
ry anthology called Night Music.

Mann Booker prize winner Yann 
Martel ‘81, began his writing 
career at Trent University and 
received the writing honour for 
his third book, the best-seller Life 
of Pi. Yann is currently undertak-
ing the creation of a fourth book 
about a talking monkey and 
donkey who will deal with the 

Holocaust in somewhat the same 
way that the pigs and sheep dealt 
with Stalinism in George Orwell’s 
Animal Farm. In addition to his 
new book, Yann found time to 
make a public appearance back at 
Traill College in March 2006 to 
give a guest lecture and talk about 
life as a nationally renowned 
author.

Peterborough native Stephen 
Hart ‘02 was successful in a Cross 
Country Canada tournament 
where he won three gold medals 
in the 10km classic, 15km free and 
team relay. Stephen was represent-
ing Lakehead University and won 
the honour of being named the 
fi rst team OUA all-star

For the past 18 years, Trent 
Sociology Graduate Nina Papazan 
‘82 has been working in the 
Peterborough Community as a 
clinical social worker specializing 
in grief counselling but lately she’s 
taken on a new tune. Nina has 
gone into private practice and is 
now the only pet loss counsellor 
in Peterborough. She says her goal 
is to normalize the topic of pet 
loss and bring it into the main-
stream.

Although he’s been practicing law 
in the Peterborough Community 
for over 26 years, being a lawyer 
is only a small part of Stephen 
Kylie’s ‘72, contribution to 
Peterborough. Stephen has a histo-
ry of serving on and chairing local 
and provincial boards and com-
mittees. His latest appointment 
is to the board of the new Local 
Health Integration Network for the 
central east region of the province. 
He will be one of only nine indi-
viduals responsible for overseeing 
the integration of health services 
from Scarborough to Haliburton.

Joan Sangster ‘70, a Trent profes-
sor, has just been named one of 
ten people to receive the Killam 
Research Fellowship for 2006. 
Joan currently teaches Canadian 

Four Web Sites 
for Alumni to 
Review
Facilities Renewal Consultation 
www.trentu.ca/facilities. The 
IBI consulting group has sub-
mitted its report to the Board 
of Governors. Many thanks to 
the almost 100 alumni who 
submitted survey responses 
during the consultation pro-
cess. The outreach to the 
alumni by mail and e-mail 
was among the most com-
prehensive ever undertaken 
by the university and Alumni 
Association.

Distinguished Alumni Award 
www.trentu.ca/alumni/
distinguished.html. The 
Alumni Association is eager 
to build on the success of 
the April 2005 recognition 
extended to twenty-one alumni 
as part of the Distinguished 
Alumni dinner. Please assist us 
in identifying deserving alum-
ni for both the Distinguished 
Alumni Award and the Spirit 
of Trent Award, and visit the 
website noted above.

Reaching our alumni by e-
communications is effi cient 
and affordable. Please register 
in our On Line Directory if you 
have not already done so.
From the alumni home page 
at www.trentu.ca/alumni, just 
click on E-Mail Directory.

Endowment Lands Master Plan
At the end of January 2006 
Trent’s Board approved a 
framework to guide the devel-
opment of its Endowment 
Lands. You can review the 
Master Plan at www.trentu.ca/
endowmentland

Bill Roberts ‘70

Yann Martel ‘81
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and Native Studies and will use 
the Fellowship to study the meta-
morphosis of women’s lives in 
post-World War II Canada with a 
special emphasis on the impact of 
paid work.

Richard Johnston ‘64’s winery 
By Chadsey’s Cairns is grow-
ing in reputation. Winecurrent, a 
popular review, highlighted two 
of its wines as being “Wines of 
Excellence.” These were the Pinot 
Noir ‘04, and the Cab Franc ‘04.

Amy Skinner ‘95, has decided to 
open a new style of clothing bou-
tique in Montreal. This store will 
cater specifi cally to lesbians and 
butch women. It will have its own 
tailoring and it will carry lines of 
clothing specifi cally designed by 
lesbian women.

Congratulations to Stephanie 
McDonald ‘01, of Glencoe. 
Stephanie recently won the nation-
al grand prize in the Royal Bank 
of Canada Farm Photography 
Contest. She won $5000 for her 
photo of her uncle and father 

by the barn gate. The photo will 
be published in the 2007 RBC 
Agriculture Calendar.

The 2005-06 alumnus and writer-
in-residence Michael Johansen ’84
won the Lawrence Jackson Writers 
Award. This award promotes origi-
nal, creative thought in all genres 
of writing. Michael has a sub-
stantial career as a journalist and 
novelist. His novel Confession In 
Moscow is proudly displayed in the 
Alumni Wall of Fame.

For creating a special three-part 
episode of a children’s show about 
the values of friendship, Michael 
Stokes ’82, had the honour of 
receiving the Humanitas Prize in 
Children’s Animation. His script 
was one of 400 entries from vari-
ous Hollywood venues. The prize 
encourages, stimulates and sus-
tains the nation’s screenwriters in 
the humanizing task, and to hon-
our stories that affi rm the dignity 
of people, and probe the meaning 
of life.

Darren Murphy ’96, who cur-
rently is group publisher for 
Osprey Media’s Northumberland 
Publishers which produces the 
Port Hope Evening Guide, Cobourg 
Star and Colborne Chronicle, has 
been elected as the director of the 
Ontario Press Council for a two-

year term. The aim of the council 
is to defend freedom of press on 
behalf of public and press alike 
and to serve as a medium of 
understanding between the public 
and the press.

For alumni interested in geneal-
ogy, Luanne Lee-McNabb ‘80 has 
recently published a book called 
Family Health Trees: Genetics and 
Geneology. The book introduces 
the science of human genetics as 
well as how one would go about 
charting family history and mak-
ing family health records.

After working as a Credit 
Counsellor at Community 
Counselling and Resource Centre 
for twenty years, Steve Wesley 
’73, has been rewarded for his 
efforts. Steve has assisted thou-
sands of people with budgeting 
advice, fi nance education and debt 
management.At its annual general 
meeting, Steve was recognized 
with the Ontario Association of 
Credit Counselling Services Award 
for Outstanding Service. 

Andrew Robinson ’64 has held 
senior level positions such as the 
Ambassador to Jordan, Canada’s 
Special Co-ordinator for the 
Middle East Peace Process, and the 
Director General of the Bureau of 
African Affairs. His most recent 
position was a term from 2001-05 
as the Ambassador to the Ukraine. 
During this time, Andrew played 
a very important role in support-
ing free and fair Presidential elec-
tions. Andrew returned to Trent as 
a speaker at the TIP World Affairs 
colloquium. 

Richard Johnston ‘64

Andrew Robinson ‘64

Joan Sangster ‘70



28
 •

 T
R

EN
T 

M
A

G
A

ZI
N

E 29 
•

 FA
LL 2

0
0

6

In Memoriam

The Trent community was sad-
dened to learn of the death of 

Lieutenant William Turner ‘82 on 
April 22 in Kandahar, Afghanistan. 
Lieutenant Turner and his sister, 
Toyo Turner ‘78, are both Trent 
University alumni; he graduated in 
1986 with a B.Sc. in anthropology. 

William Turner was born in 
Toronto in 1961 and grew up 
in the small town of Elmvale, 
Ontario. He came to Trent to 
pursue a degree after complet-
ing two years at Seneca College 
in the Resource Environmental 
Engineering Technology program. 
Upon graduating from Trent, 
William worked as a research 
assistant with the University of 
Guelph. He also holds a Medical 
Laboratory Assistant certificate and 
a B.Ed. in biology and physical 
education. 

His military career began in 1991 
while he was in Guelph. He was 
promoted to lieutenant in October 
1993. In 1996, he transferred 
to the 20th Field Regiment of 
the Royal Canadian Artillery in 
Edmonton. 

At the time of his death, 
Lieutenant Turner was stationed 
in Edmonton with Land Force 
Western Headquarters. He is sur-
vived by his sister, Toyo. 

Lieutenant William Turner 
dies in Afghanistan
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Sunshine Sketches

1972
On July 8 and 9th, North Bay, 
Ontario experienced an invasion 
more memorable than that of 
the annual shadflies—it was the 
second, every-other-year reunion 
of Traillites. Considering that it’s 
been 34 years since the major-
ity of us first met, I believe the 
closeness of this group (including 
those unable to attend this year) 
stands as a lasting testimonial 
to both Nancy Sherouse and the 
“feels like home” atmosphere of 
Traill College. In photo 1 on page 
31, standing left to right are Mary 
Mussell ‘71, Nina Milner ‘72, 
Phil Palmer ‘73, Kate (Playfair) 
Quinsey ‘72, Joe Quinsey, Bev 
Palmer, and Paul Leeson ‘72.
Sitting left to right are Stephen 
Ferguson ‘72, Marla Hayes ‘72, 
Marjolaine Boutin-Sweet ‘74, 
Jeanne Pickles Czesnik ‘73, Doug 
Sweet ‘74, and Judy (Missy Ewan) 
Leeson ‘73.

1993
Steve Dentinger and Lori 
(Dell’apa) Dentinger of Whitby 
are thrilled to announce the birth 
of their daughter, Sarah Hope 
(photo 2), on April 11, 2006, at 
Lakeridge Health Oshawa.

Allyson Miller Sonnenburg and 
Patrick Sonnenburg are pleased 
to announce the birth of their first 
child Morgan Elizabeth on March 
4, 2005 in Oakville, Ontario 
(photo 3). The Sonnenburgs live 
in Burlington. Allyson is currently 
teaching high school in Oakville 
and trying to keep up with a very 
active toddler—okay so she’s 
almost 16 months now!

1994
Adam Chapnick and Erica Berman 
are delighted to announce 
the birth of their daughter 
Alana (photo 4). Mom, Dad 
and baby are living happily in 
Toronto and can be reached at 
achapnick@hotmail.com 

Jeff Schmidt and his wife Dawn 
are the proud parents of Erika 
Grace Schmidt, born on March 
30th, 2006 (photo 5).

1995
Susan (Fahr) Batten ‘96 and Ken 
Batten ’95 have been out of touch 
for a while but they’ve been busy! 
Talis H. Batten (photo 6)was born 
November 14, 2002, and Athens 
L. Batten (photo 7)was born 
September 22, 2005. Susan was 
accepted into the University of 
Manitoba’s school of medicine in 
September 2005.

Michelle Heideman and David 
Patterson were married on July 
30, 2005 in Toronto (photo 
8). The two met as students at 
Peter Robinson College. More 
than twenty Trent alumni, many 

of whom are family members, 
were in attendance at the wedding. 
They included bridesmaids Rachel 
Moll, Miriam Patterson ‘91, and 
Nancy Landry, and groomsman 
James Watson. David and Michelle 
have recently returned from 
a nine-month honeymoon travel-
ing around the world. The couple 
reside in Toronto, where David is 
a technical analyst and Michelle is 
a Montessori teacher 

Ruth (Pinkett) McGauley and 
Andrew McGauley  were mar-
ried July 2, 2004. A year later they 
added to their family when their 
first child was born. Ryan Joseph 
was born July13, 2005 (photo 
9). Ruth will be returning to her 
job as an elementary teacher for 
the Grand Erie District School 
Board in September 2006. Ruth, 
Andrew and Ryan are residing in 
Ayr, Ontario and can be reached at 
rpinkett@hotmail.com

1997
Matt Griem and his wife Melanie 
Martin-Griem celebrate their 
first wedding anniversary on 
September 10th, 2006. The two 
were married in 2005 at a ceremo-
ny in St. Jacobs, Ontario (photo 
10).
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University initiatives including supporting student clubs and groups. With specially 
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Thank you for your interest and your participation in the services and benefits pro-
vided by the Alumni Association and the Alumni Affairs office.

32
 •

 T
R

EN
T 

M
A

G
A

ZI
N

E



������������������������������������������������������������������������� ������������������������������������������������� �����������������������

��������������
���������������������

���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
����������������������������������������������������������

�����������������������������������������������������������������������
�����������������������������������������������������������������������

������������

���������
�����������������
����������������

�����������������������������������������

��������������������������������������������



�����������������������������������������

�����������������������������������������������������������������������������

��������������������������

          

�������������������������������������������������������������������

�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

�����������������������������������
������������������
�����������������������

����������������

����������������
����������������
������������������
�������������������
��������������������
���������������������
�����������������
������

�����������������������������

�����������������������������������

���������������������������������������

��������������� ��������������� �����������������

����������������������
�����������������������������������������

������������������������

��������������������������������������������
���������������

����������������������������������������������
����������������������������������

���������������������

�����������������������

����������������������� ����
�����

������������������������ ����������������������

�������
������������ ���

����������
������� ����

�������������������
�������
������������ ���

���

����������������
������
������������������

trentClearsightAd-08-14-06.indd   1 8/13/2006   10:56:53 PM


	EDITOR’SPAGE
	MESSAGE
	PRESIDENT’SPAGE
	IDS Grad Selected as Gzowski Intern at CBC Radio 
	Rugby and Academics: Staying in the Game
	The End of an Era…and the Start of Another
	Reflections on the College Experience
	“Canada on Display”: Celebrating the Legacy of Historians at Trent
	From Trent alumnus to Sports Camp 
	Looking Back on 17 Years of
	Walking the Line of Memories

	Mike Barker ‘85: Trent’s Folk Connections

	STOREYLINE
	Notes from the Alumni Director
	Lieutenant William Turner dies in Afghanistan


