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Guidelines for Honours Thesis Students

Sociology 4020D Honours Thesis  

A specific scholarly project on a well-defined topic, for which double credit will be given, to be worked out in consultation with the student's supervisor(s).  Prerequisite: 75% (B) average in sociology courses.  In the case of a Double Major Honours program, a single credit may be given from each department dependent upon departmental permission.  Regular meetings will be scheduled for students to discuss their work.  Students should also meet with the Chair at least once in each term to report on their progress.  While an Honours Thesis is not required to fulfill a Single or Double Majors Honours program, it is recommended in cases where students are self-motivated to conduct independent research on a topic of mutual interest to themselves and their supervisors.  Normally theses are 50-100 pages and their completion is expected by the end of the winter term, with final submission dates to be worked out with the student’s supervisor.  Final copies should be submitted to: the supervisor, the second reader (if required) and to the Sociology office in Otonabee College 154 for binding.

Supervision
During the advising or registration period in the Spring, students should consult with the department Chair regarding suitable supervisors.  A faculty list is available in the Sociology office.  In order to assist the Chair in suggesting supervisors, students should provide a brief written summary of their background and education, and prepare a 1-3 page preliminary outline of their thesis topic or area which their thesis intends to investigate.  If possible, supervision should be arranged during this time.  The supervisor's role is to oversee the research and writing of the student's project.  While the Chair can recommend supervisors, students must seek their agreement in order to proceed with their program of study.  Sociology faculty members are expected to supervise a limited number of students in their own areas of expertise. 

In the event that a student's thesis topic requires the expertise of more than one supervisor or that the student is pursuing a Double Major Honours program, it is advisable that a second reader be recommended by the supervisor and consulted to provide additional bibliographical support and specialized assistance.  While the student benefits from comments made by a second reader, final evaluation is made by the supervisor and takes the form of a grade assigned to the honours thesis course, and a short supervisory report on the thesis sent to the student with a copy to the Chair of the department.

Recommended Course schedule for completion of work
1. Students meet with their supervisors in the first two weeks of the Fall term to discuss their thesis interests, arrange a work schedule and series of meetings.
2. Comprehensive thesis proposal submitted by Fall reading week.

3. First draft submitted by Winter reading week.

4. Final draft submitted by the end of the Winter term (which may include the final exam period).

