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1960s America:

Protest, Politics, and Popular Culture

Trent University

Department of History

History 3121H

Fall 2011
Lecture: Friday 9:00-10:50, OCA 208
Tutorials: Friday 12:00-12:50; 1:00-1:50; 2:00-2:50, 3:00-3:50, all in CC G4
Finis Dunaway

Champlain College G24
748-1011, ext. 7026
E-mail: finisdunaway@trentu.ca

Office Hours: Thursday 3:00-4:30; and by appointment

Course Description:  This course will explore protest, politics, and popular culture during the 1960s, one of the most tumultuous and influential decades in United States history. Topics will include: Cold War culture and the Vietnam War; civil rights, antiwar, and feminist movements; popular music, visual arts, and the counterculture; the changing meanings of conservatism and liberalism; and the legacies of this decade to the 1970s and beyond. Throughout the course, we will ask the following questions: How did culture and politics interact with one another to define the contours and meanings of public debate? What role did government play in American life? In what ways did protest and dissent reshape politics and society? How did the United States involve itself in the wider world, and how did foreign policy developments lead to changes in domestic policy and national culture? As we try to answer these questions, we will consider a variety of approaches to the past, turning to the works of scholars in several different fields, including cultural, social, and political. Along the way, we will also try to interpret a wide range of evidence: political speeches, legislative acts, and personal memoirs, as well as photographs, films, and popular music.  

Format:  This course will combine lecture and discussion. In addition to the lectures on Friday at 9:00, students will meet in weekly tutorial sections on Friday afternoon. Attendance at both lectures and tutorials is crucial to your final grade. 
Course Goals: 

As a third-year course, HIST 3121H continues to build on methodologies, debates, interpretations, interdisciplinary approaches, and historical skills learned in other history courses. Students will further develop their skills in historical research, analysis, and problem solving by working with both primary and secondary sources and critically evaluating the ideas and arguments of leading scholars in the field. In essays and class discussions, students will hone their ability to communicate their ideas clearly, effectively, and logically. On completing the course successfully, students should understand the basic conventions of historical writing, the rules of academic integrity and professionalism, the importance of personal initiative and accountability, and the evolving nature of historical knowledge.

Requirements: class attendance; informed participation and completion of tutorial assignments; two analytical essays; and a final exam.  These assignments will be explained in detail during class.

Grading: 


First Essay





20%

Second Essay





25%

Final Exam





30%

Tutorial Participation




25%

Tutorials:  Tutorials will play a vital role in this course. They provide us with the opportunity to consider different interpretations of the past, to examine topics in more depth, and to discuss ideas in a constructive, respectful manner. In order for the tutorials to work properly, it is imperative that you complete the readings on the day they are assigned and come to class prepared to discuss them.  

For each tutorial meeting, you will also be required to complete a small assignment, almost always based on the readings for that week. This assignment could involve, for example, preparing a discussion question or writing a brief response to a particular issue that I pose to the class. These tutorial assignments will not take long for you to complete, but they will help you grapple with the material in a serious manner before class and thus greatly enhance the quality of our discussions. Your assignment for each Friday tutorial will be posted on the myLearningSystem (WebCT) site for this course no later than Monday of that week. At each tutorial, you will be required to hand in your assignment for the week. While these assignments will not be marked, I will use them as an important factor in determining your participation grade in the course.  

After reading break, when your first essay is returned to you, I will also inform you of your participation mark for that portion of the course. This mark will represent 15% of your overall grade in the course, and the participation mark earned for the weeks after reading break will be worth 10% of the overall grade. Class participation, including successful completion of the tutorial assignments, will thus represent 25% of your overall mark for the course.
Writing Assignments:

First Essay: For this assignment, you will write an analytical essay on a set of assigned readings that address similar issues. You should not merely describe the texts, but rather develop an argument about the key ideas or themes raised in the readings. I will provide more detailed instructions in class. The paper should be typed in 12-point font, double-spaced, and about 1500 words (5-6 pages) in length.  It is due at the beginning of lecture on October 14.

Second Essay:  Primary sources comprise the raw material of history—the evidence that allows us to construct arguments about the meanings of particular moments in the past. For this essay, you will choose a few primary sources and develop a thesis about the significance of those sources within a larger historical context. I will offer more suggestions for different topics and types of sources in class. The paper should be typed in 12-point font, double-spaced, and about 2000 words (7-8 pages) in length. It is due on November 25.

Required Readings: 

History 3121H Course Reader
Timothy B. Tyson, Blood Done Sign My Name: A True Story
Philip Caputo, A Rumor of War

The above readings may be purchased at the Trent Bookstore.  

Essay Submission: The two essay assignments for this course should be submitted to the instructor as hard copies. No electronic submissions will be accepted. Late papers will be downgraded two percentage points per day. Essays more than one week late will not be accepted.
University Policies:

Academic Integrity: Academic dishonesty, which includes plagiarism and cheating, is an extremely serious academic offence and carries penalties varying from a 0 grade on an assignment to expulsion from the University.  Definitions, penalties, and procedures for dealing with plagiarism and cheating are set out in Trent University’s Academic Integrity Policy. You have a responsibility to educate yourself – unfamiliarity with the policy is not an excuse. You are strongly encouraged to visit Trent’s Academic Integrity website to learn more – www.trentu.ca/academicintegrity. 
Access to Instruction: It is Trent University’s intent to create an inclusive learning environment. If a student has a disability and/or health consideration and feels that he/she may need accommodations to succeed in this course, the student should contact the Disability Services Office (Blackburn Hall, Suite 132, 748-1281, disabilityservices@trentu.ca) as soon as possible. Complete text can be found under Access to Instruction in the Academic Calendar.
Schedule:
September 9
Lecture: From Blackboard Jungle to Beatlemania: Popular Music and Youth Rebellion

Tutorial Reading: 

1. Barbara Ehrenreich, Elizabeth Hess, and Gloria Jacobs, “Beatlemania: Girls Just Want to Have Fun,” in Re-making Love: The Feminization of Sex (Garden City, NY: Anchor Press/Doubleday, 1986), 10-38, 209-210.
September 16
Lecture: The Culture of the Cold War

Tutorial Reading: 

2. Wendy Kozol, “‘The Kind of People Who Make Good Americans’: Nationalism and Life’s Family Ideal,” in her Life’s America: Family and Nation in Postwar Photojournalism (Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 1994), 51-56, 69-91, 196-197, 199-201. 

3. Elaine Tyler May, “Cold War—Warm Hearth: Politics and the Family in Postwar America,” in The Rise and Fall of the New Deal Order, 1930-1980, ed. Steve Fraser and Gary Gerstle (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1989), 153-181.

September 23
Lecture: The Struggle for Civil Rights (part 1)

Tutorial Reading:

4. David J. Garrow, “Martin Luther King, Jr., and the Spirit of Leadership,” Journal of American History 74 (September 1987): 438-447. 

5. Clayborne Carson, “Martin Luther King, Jr.: Charismatic Leadership in a Mass Struggle,” Journal of American History 74 (September 1987): 448-454.  

6. Charles Payne, “Ella Baker and the Models of Social Change,” Signs: Journal of Women in Culture and Society 14 (Summer 1989): 885-899.
7. Robert O. Self, “The Black Panther Party and the Long Civil Rights Era,” in In Search of the Black Panther Party: New Perspectives on a Revolutionary Movement, ed. Jama Lazerow and Yohuru Williams, ed. (Durham: Duke University Press, 2006), 15-55.
September 30
Lecture: The Struggle for Civil Rights (part 2)

Tutorial Reading:

Tyson, Blood Done Sign My Name, esp. 1-166 and 197-322
October 7
Lecture: The New Frontier and the Great Society

Tutorial Reading:

8 David M. Lubin, “Blue Sky, Red Roses,” in his Shooting Kennedy: JFK and the Culture of Images (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2003), 105-142, 297-300. 

9. Lyndon B. Johnson, “Remarks at the University of Michigan” (May 22, 1964), reprinted in Bruce J. Schulman, ed., Lyndon B. Johnson and American Liberalism: A Brief Biography with Documents (Boston: Bedford Books of St. Martin’s Press, 1995), 173-177.

10. Bruce J. Schulman, “The Great Society” in his Lyndon B. Johnson and American Liberalism: A Brief Biography with Documents (Boston: Bedford Books of St. Martin’s Press, 1995), 81-103.

October 14
Lecture: The Campus Revolt: The New Left and the Counterculture 

First Essay Due AT BEGINNING OF lecture

Tutorial Reading:

11. Students for a Democratic Society, “The Port Huron Statement” (1962), reprinted in Alexander Bloom and Wini Breines, eds., “Takin’ It to the Streets”: A Sixties Reader, 2nd ed.,  (New York: Oxford University Press, 2003), 50-61.

12. Mario Savio, “An End to History” (1964), reprinted in Bloom and Breines, eds., “Takin’ It to the Streets”: A Sixties Reader, 89-92.

13. Mike Marqusee, “Little Boy Lost,” in his Chimes of Freedom: The Politics of Bob Dylan’s Art (New York: The New Press, 2003), 131-169, 293-294.

October 21
Lecture: The Vietnam War (part 1)
No Tutorial Meetings (begin reading Caputo, A Rumor of War)
READING WEEK

November 4
Lecture: The Vietnam War (part 2)
Tutorial Reading: Philip Caputo, A Rumor of War (entire book)
November 11
Lecture: Feminism

Tutorial Reading:

14. Ruth Rosen, “Passion and Politics,” in her The World Split Open: How the Modern Women’s Movement Changed America (New York: Viking Penguin, 2000), 196-226, 374-377.

15. Robin Morgan, “No More Miss America” (1968) (from Robin Morgan, ed., Sisterhood Is Powerful (1970)), reprinted in William H. Chafe, Harvard Sitkoff, and Beth Bailey, eds., A History of Our Time: Readings on Postwar America, 6th ed. (New York: Oxford University Press, 2003), 198-201.

16. Phyllis Schlafly, “What’s Wrong with ‘Equal Rights’ for Women?” (1972), reprinted in Chafe, Sitkoff, and Bailey, eds., A History of Our Time, 207-216.

17. Lynn Y. Weiner, “Reconstructing Motherhood: The La Leche League in Postwar America,” Journal of American History 80 (March 1994): 1357-1381.

November 18
No Lecture or Tutorial Meetings—work on second essay
November 25
Lecture: The Energy Crisis
sECOND ESSAY Due At BEGINNING OF lecture

No Tutorial Meetings
December 2
Lecture: The Conservative Resurgence

Tutorial Reading:

18. Eric Foner, “Conservative Freedom,” in his The Story of American Freedom (New York: W.W. Norton, 1998), 307-332 and 390-393.

19. Ronald Reagan, “The Second American Revolution” (1985), reprinted in Chafe, Sitkoff, and Bailey, eds., A History of Our Time, 374-379.

20. Christopher Capozzola, “A Very American Epidemic: Memory Politics and Identity Politics in the AIDS Memorial Quilt, 1985-1993,” Radical History Review 82 (Winter 2002): 91-109.
