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Course Description:
The word "Holocaust" comes from the Greek translation of the Old Testament (3rd century B.C.), meaning: "the burnt sacrificial offering dedicated exclusively to God."  We think of it as the genocide – through death camps, mass shootings, and horrific conditions in the Jewish ghettos – of 5-6 million Jews and hundreds of thousands of other victims. The Holocaust was part of the Nazi racial policy of destroying all those deemed "sub-human" or racially impure, and it became one of the most heinous crimes against humanity in our civilization's history. In this seminar we will explore the many facets of the Holocaust: antisemitism, the Nazi plan for the "final solution", perpetrators of Nazi crimes, the death camps, the experiences of Holocaust victims, and the extraordinary attempts at resistance by Jews and non-Jews.

While most of the course focuses upon the experience of the Jews, I encourage you to investigate the history of other victims as well: gypsies (Roma and Sinti peoples), Jehovah Witnesses, the disabled, political prisoners, Eastern Europeans and Russians, and gay men. Their stories call out to us.






Course Goals:

In History 4310 students will be introduced to advanced scholarship and historical debate on the Holocaust. Within seminar we will be discussing key historical texts – both primary and secondary – that encourage us to explore, analyze and question the current historical understanding of this epic tragedy of the modern era. Throughout the course, students will learn to improve their written, verbal and analytical skills at an advanced level; furthermore, the written assignments will require students to utilize the skills of independent research, persuasive themes, effective organization of ideas, clear and eloquent writing, and knowledgeable assessment of historical sources and of historians’ arguments. Finally, by the conclusion of the course students will have acquired comprehensive knowledge about the Holocaust and greater understanding of the dangers of racism, intolerance, militarism, nationalism, and political tyranny – especially during eras of war. A deeper understanding of human nature will also be encouraged by this historical study.

PRIVATE Coping Emotionally with the Subject of the Holocausttc  \l 0 "1Coping Emotionally with the Subject of the Holocaust"
Admittedly, some of the material in this course is disturbing. I think we must face up to this fact, without fearing that we will be unable to cope. It’s important to remind yourself that you are learning about a crucial phase in twentieth-century history, which historians cannot ignore. Furthermore, by learning about this genocide you are also helping to ensure that the crimes of the Nazis are not forgotten. You may find it helpful to link up with one or two other persons in the course, whom you can phone or meet with if the readings/research become too overwhelming, or if you just want to share your feelings. You can also phone me or come and talk with me, at any time. (My personal cell phone number is 705-931-0371.)


Course Requirements: Seminar Participation
Reading and discussion form a major part of this course: we will meet every week for approximately two hours.  Assignments vary in length, but on occasion works of between 100 and 150 pages will be required reading for a class. It is crucial that you do this reading, as final grades will reflect seminar participation. Furthermore, your input in the seminars is vital to the success of the course. If you would prefer to hand-in written comments on the readings, constituting a 1-2 page summary of the main ideas in the reading, this is an option that will help you to receive marks for participation.





Film Showings and Film Reports

There are some superb films on the subject of the Holocaust, both feature films and documentaries, which enrich and deepen our knowledge. For our course in 2011-2012 I have chosen a unique list of films that I trust will be provocative and enlightening. Students are encouraged to attend all screenings for the course and to write-up an informal reflection on each film (1-2 pages in length) that can address any aspect of the film. These reflections can be handed in to me one week after each film showing. I will assign 10% of the final grade to students’ attendance at the films and to the written commentaries you hand in.




Visits from Holocaust Survivors and Scholars

A special bonus for our course will be visits by Holocaust survivors and a special lecture by Professor Tomaz Jardim – a former Trent student who has just received his Ph.D. in the history of the Holocaust and is newly appointed to Ryerson University. It is expected that all students in the course will attend their talks (dates to be announced). Trust me when I tell you that your encounters with these remarkable individuals will be life-altering.

Course Format: 
	Seminars:
A Group
Films :

	Day

Tuesdays
Occasional Thursdays
	Time 
3:00-5:00 p.m.
2:00-4:00 p.m.
	Location

ESC B319
Science Complex Lecture Hall or LEC Pit

	B Group
Films:
	Fridays
Occasional Thursdays
	2:00-4:00 p.m.
2:00-4:00 p.m.


	DNA B110.1
Science Complex Lecture Hall or LEC Pit







PRIVATE Essays

For History 4310Y I require two essays. The first is a 2500-word (10 pages) book review essay in the fall term and the second essay is a major research essay of 5000 words (20 pages) in the winter term. At the beginning of the winter term you will also submit a 1500-word prospectus (6 pages) for the research essay. All of these assignments will be described in greater detail in separate assignment sheets, to be distributed in your seminar. 

Topics for the research essay can address any aspect of the Holocaust, including the postwar representation of the Holocaust in art, literature and film. I will hand out a bibliography of suggested books and topics in the fall term, to help you. This final essay will be worth 30% of your final mark, and thus constitutes a major part of the course.  

Course Evaluation:
	Breakdown of Assignments 


	Weighting
	Due Date

	           
Research Essay: 


	30%
	March 23, 2012

	           
Seminar participation: 


	30%
	

	
First-term Essay



	20%
	November 15, 2011

	
Essay Prospectus



	10%
	Week of January 10, 2012

	
Film Attendance and Reports


	10%
	Due one week after each film


Required Texts:

The following books are available at the Trent bookstore in paperback and are also accessible from Bata Library, at the reserve desk:


Doris Bergen, War & Genocide: A Concise History of the Holocaust

Marion Kaplan, Between Dignity and Despair. Jewish Life in Nazi Germany

Elie Wiesel, Night

Charlotte Delbo, Auschwitz and After

Primo Levi, Survival in Auschwitz

Christopher Browning, Ordinary Men

Nechama Tec, Defiance


Gitta Sereny, Into That Darkness


Lawrence Rees, Auschwitz


Claudia Koonz, The Nazi Conscience

University Policies:
Academic Integrity:
Academic dishonesty, which includes plagiarism and cheating, is an extremely serious academic offence and carries penalties varying from a 0 grade on an assignment to expulsion from the University.  Definitions, penalties, and procedures for dealing with plagiarism and cheating are set out in Trent University’s Academic Integrity Policy. Please make sure to educate yourself – as unfamiliarity with the policy is not an excuse. You are strongly encouraged to visit Trent’s Academic Integrity website to learn more: www.trentu.ca/academicintegrity.
If you are confused about plagiarism, please talk to me! Also, it is important to remember that students cannot submit the same essay to several courses at Trent, nor can they purchase essays or download essays from the internet. Finally, any information taken word for word from books, articles, or internet sources must be placed in quotation marks and footnoted. (If the info from a website is not directly quoted, do be aware that you must still provide a footnote.) 

Access to Instruction:
It is Trent University's intent to create an inclusive learning environment. If a student has a disability and/or health consideration and feels that he/she may need accommodations to succeed in this course, the student should contact the Disability Services Office (disabilityservices@trentu.ca, Blackburn Hall) as soon as possible. More information can be found under the Access to Instruction section in the Academic Calendar.

A) SCHEDULE OF FALL TERM SEMINARS and FILMS
Week 1. 
The Holocaust: Introduction to the Course

Sept. 8

Meeting: Thursday Sept. 8

Week 2. 
Antisemitism and the Holocaust

Sept. 15
Film, Thursday Sept. 15th: The Longest Hatred 

Sept. 13, 16
Seminar Introductory Meetings: Tuesday Sept. 13 and Friday Sept. 16 
Reading: Doris Bergen, War & Genocide: A Concise History of the Holocaust, pp. 1-43; 56-67

Week 3.  
The Historical Conditions for the Holocaust: Facts, Issues, Debate

Sept. 20, 23
Seminar Meetings:  Tuesday Sept. 20 and Friday Sept. 23

 

Readings: Bergen, War & Genocide, pp. 101-203

             Timothy Snyder, “Holocaust: The Ignored Reality,” The New York Review of Books, July 16th, 2009. Available online.

Questions to Consider: What three things made the Holocaust possible, according to Bergen?  How and why did hatred against the Jews begin in the West and continue into the 20th century? What other prejudices were common in modern Europe? Why did Hitler blame the Jews for Germany’s problems? Why did Hitler define race and space as crucial issues for the Third Reich? How was the Holocaust organized and carried out? What were the peak years of killing and why? According to Snyder, what have historians missed about the Holocaust? What questions and issues should historians consider, in order to gain a greater understanding of this tragedy?

Week 4. 
Nazi Racial Ideas

Sept. 29
Film: Thursday Sept. 29: The Architecture of Doom

Sept. 27, 30
Seminar Meetings: Tuesday Sept. 27 and Friday Sept. 30



Reading: Claudia Koonz, The Nazi Conscience, pp. 1-45; 69-130

Questions to Consider:  What does Koonz mean by a “Nazi conscience”? What were the main elements of the Nazi conscience? Explain this Nazi view: “Not every being with a human face is human.” She also claims that “the road to Auschwitz was paved with righteousness.” How is this possible??! How did Hitler attempt to appeal to Germans? What images of Hitler appeared in Nazi propaganda? Who was Walter Gross? What was the National Socialist Office of Racial Politics intended for?
Week 5: 
Nazi Racial Warriors
Oct. 4, 7
Seminar Meetings: Tuesday October 4 and Friday October 7



Reading: Claudia Koonz, The Nazi Conscience, pp.131-189; 221-274
Questions to Consider: Who and what were the Nazi “ethnocrats”? Why does Koonz argue that public violence against Jews was not effective in the Third Reich, while citizens did accept legal restrictions upon Jews? How did the SA and the SS differ in their treatment of Jews? What was Der Stürmer? How, overall, does this book explain how the Holocaust could happen??
Week 6.
The Jewish Experience in Nazi Germany

Oct 13

Film, Thursday October 13: Conspiracy

Oct. 11, 14
Meetings: Tuesday October 11 and Friday October 14 


Reading: Marion Kaplan, Between Dignity and Despair: Jewish Life in Nazi Germany,  pp. 3-118

Questions to Consider: What happened to Jewish life in Nazi Germany? Why didn't German Jews leave immediately after the Nazi seizure of power? How did women adapt in order to sustain their families and their husbands? (Why did gender make a difference in the experience of German Jews after 1933?) Were ordinary Germans responsible for the Jewish suffering? If so, why? 

Week 7: 
German Jews in Peril

Oct. 18, 21
Meetings: Tuesday October 18 and Friday October 21
Marion Kaplan, Between Dignity and Despair: Jewish Life in Nazi Germany, pp. 119-237.

Questions to Consider: What developments worsened the conditions for Jews in the Third Reich during World War Two? How were Jewish children treated in schools up to 1939? Many Jews left Germany during the 1930s; why were some Jews still living in Germany and who were they? Who were the “Jew catchers”? Why did some Jews, especially seniors, commit suicide?




READING BREAK

Week 8: 
No Class: Work on Book Review Essay for due-date of November 15th
Week 9:  
The Perpetrators of Atrocities: Ordinary Civilians

 Nov. 8, 11         Meetings: Tuesday November 8 and Friday November 11

Reading: Christopher Browning, Ordinary Men (Preface, 1-8, 38-96, 143-89, Afterword)  
Questions to Consider: What factors led the ordinary men of Police Battalion 101 to participate in the horrific killing of thousands of Jews in the Nazi-occupied East? What choices, if any, did they have? How did the men try to justify their actions? Was antisemitism a factor in the men’s decision to participate in this genocide? Who were the “Hiwis”? How would you describe the leaders of Battalion 101? How and why should we connect the story of Police Battalion 101 with more recent genocides in world history?


Week 11: 
The Perpetrators of Atrocities: Franz Stangl, Commandant of Treblinka

Nov. 17
Film, Thursday November 17th: The Holocaust: Judgement in Jerusalem (Eichmann trial)

Nov. 15, 18
Meetings:  Tuesday November 15 and Friday November 18 



Reading: Gitta Sereny, Into that Darkness, 21-142

Questions to Consider: What was Sereny trying to accomplish by writing this book? What kind of a man is Stangl? How would you describe his wife? When did he show emotion or remorse (?) in the interviews?  How did he become involved in the euthanasia programme?  What was the role of anti-Semitism in Stangl’s thinking and the choices he made?  Why do you think he chose to work in the SS and participate in the Holocaust? Why, according to Stangl, were Jews killed in the camps?
Week 12: 
The Perpetrators of Atrocities: The SS

Nov. 22, 25
Meetings: Tuesday November 22 and Friday November 25


Reading: Gitta Sereny, Into that Darkness, 145-367

Questions to Consider: How did “work Jews” survive in Treblinka? What surprises you about the depictions of Treblinka? What motivated perpetrators of the Holocaust to participate in the Nazi genocide of innocent victims? How does Stangl explain or justify his role at Treblinka?  Did Stangl have “morals”? Why do you think he agreed to talk to Sereny? What light, ultimately, does this book shed on the tragedy of the Holocaust?

B) WINTER TERM SEMINARS and FILMS

Week 13: 
Discussing Research Topics

Jan. 10, 13
At this class, all members of the seminar are asked to explain the proposed subject of their research essay. Discussions will be limited to five minutes for each presentation.

Week 14: 
Auschwitz: The Beginnings

Jan. 19

Film, Thursday January 19: Auschwitz, PBS Series

Jan. 17, 20
Meetings: Tuesday January 17 and Friday January 20



Reading: Lawrence Rees, Auschwitz, ix-xxii, 1-108

Questions to Consider: How did Auschwitz change from being a camp holding Soviet prisoners to a death camp with millions of victims? Why was it chosen for the Final Solution? How was it constructed? What was Block 11? How would you describe the SS guards? Who were the first victims at Auschwitz? What was “The Little Red House”? Who was the ambitious commandant of Auschwitz and how would you describe his role in this death camp?

Week 15: 
Auschwitz: The Factory of Death

Jan. 24, 27
Meetings: Tuesday January 24 and Friday January 27



Reading: Lawrence Rees, Auschwitz, 109-258

Questions to Consider: What was “Canada”? What factories were set up in Auschwitz? How was Auschwitz organized? Where did the victims of Auschwitz come from? How did the SS terrorize and trick the victims of the camp? How widespread was SS corruption at Auschwitz? What acts of resistance occurred at Auschwitz? What, for the author, are some of the lessons from a study of Auschwitz?

Week 16:  
Survivor Testimony: Elie Wiesel

February 2
Film, Thursday Feb. 2: The Counterfeiters

Jan. 31, Feb. 3

Meetings: Tuesday Jan. 31 and Friday Feb. 3




Reading: Elie Wiesel, Night 
Questions to Consider: Consider, as best you can, the horrible conditions of Auschwitz. How does Elie Wiesel describe his experience? What did he lose? How did he survive? How would you describe Elie before he was deported to Auschwitz? When did his life change in the most profound way – and forever?? How did his relationship with his father sustain him in the camp? What happened to human nature in Auschwitz?

Week 17: 
Survivor Testimony: Primo Levi

February 9
Film, Thursday February 9: The Pianist

Feb. 7, 10

Meetings: Tuesday Feb. 7 and Friday Feb. 10




Reading: Primo Levi, Survival in Auschwitz
Questions to Consider: What did Primo Levi learn about human nature in Auschwitz? Who were “the  drowned and the saved”? What happened to the human personality in the camp? Why, to survive, did one have to renounce part of one's moral world? How did the Nazis strip away much of what "makes" a man, before killing him?

Week 18: 
Survivor Testimony: Charlotte Delbo 

Feb. 14, 17
Meetings: Tuesday Feb. 14 and Friday Feb. 17



Reading: Charlotte Delbo, Auschwitz and After (1-114; 235-242; 257-270; 337-352)

Questions to Consider: Charlotte Delbo argues that her account is meant to help us “see” the tragedy of Auschwitz. What do you see in her account? What words or images stay with you? What sort of a place was Auschwitz, in Delbo’s account? How does she describe the impact of Auschwitz, after the war, for the survivors?





READING BREAK

Week 19:  
Jewish Resistance

March 1
Film: Thursday March 1st: Defiance

Feb. 28, 
Meetings: Tuesday February 28 and Friday March 2

March 2
Reading: Nechama Tec, Defiance (1-148)

Questions to Consider: Why was it so difficult for Jews to resist the Nazis in the Holocaust? Why is the story of the Bielski Otriad so significant? Who were the Bielskis and where did they come from? Why did Tuvia become the leader? How would you describe his character? How did Jews band together in the forest, under Tuvia, and survive? What were Tuvia Bielski’s aims during the war? What kept him fighting back against the Nazis? What made him successful?? 

Week 20:
Jewish Resistance: The Sociology of the Bielski Family Camp, Including the Role of Women

March 6, 9
Meetings: Tuesday March 6 and Friday March 9



Reading Nechama Tec, Defiance, 149-296

Questions to Consider: How would you describe the sociology of the camp? What were the different groups and thus the hierarchy in the camp? How were women treated? How was food divided up? What happened, ultimately, to the Jews who gathered together in family camps with Tuvia Bielski? What do we learn from this story of Jewish resistance? How representative is this story within the history of the Holocaust?





RESEARCH ESSAY DUE ON MARCH 23rd











Book review essay due on November 15th








Research essay proposal due week of Jan. 10th
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