                                                              TRENT UNIVERSITY

                                                           Department of History

                                                                  History 3141H

                                       AMERICA IN THE AGE OF GLOBAL CONFLICT, 1898-1945

In 1898 the United States went to war to liberate Cuba from Spain and emerged with an international empire. In 1945 the United States liberated Europe and Asia from Axis domination and emerged as the world’s leading economic and military power.  Some observers saw this as the inadvertent outcome of history: an inward-looking but economically dynamic nation had been forced to recognize its responsibilities as a global power. Others, more cynically, viewed this outcome as the result of a half-century of deliberate political, military and economic expansion by the United States, initially in the western hemisphere, but eventually extending into the Pacific and across the world. This course explores the complex and controversial dimensions of U.S. foreign relations and military power in an era of global political and economic upheaval. 

September 12: Introduction: The United States as it sees itself; the United States as others see it; approaches to the history of U.S. foreign relations 

September 19:  “A Splendid Little War”:  American intervention in Cuba – a legacy of conquest  - the roots of the ‘new imperialism’

Readings:

(1) Walter LaFeber, ”The ‘Lion in the Path’: The United States’ Emergence as a World Power,” Political Science Quarterly  vol. 101 no. 5 (Winter 1986): 705-719.      

(2) Nick Kapur, “William McKinley’s Values and the Origins of the Spanish-American War,” Presidential Quarterly, vol. 412, no. 1 (March 2011): 18-38.

September 26: “The White Man’s Burden”:  The suppression of the Philippines – “trade follows the flag”  –  from the ‘Big Stick’ to ‘Dollar diplomacy’

Readings:

(3) Glenn  A.  May, “Why the United States Won the Philippine-American War, 1899-1902,” Pacific Historical Review, vol. 52, no. 4 (November 1983): 353-377.

(4) Jason Colby, “Race, Empire and New England Capital in the Caribbean, 1890-1930,” Massachusetts Historical Review, vol. 11 (2009): 1-25.

October 3: Confronting Revolution and War:  Wilson’s ‘missionary diplomacy’ – the U.S. and  revolution in Mexico and China  – the dilemmas of American ‘neutrality’

Readings:

(5) Michael V. Metallo, “American Missionaries, Sun Yat-sen and the Chinese Revolution,” Pacific Historical Review, vol. 47, no.2 (May 1978): 261-282.

(6) Friedrich Katz, “Pancho Villa and the Attack on Columbus, New Mexico,” American Historical Review vol. 83, no. 1 (February 1978): 101-131.

October 10: Thanksgiving (No class)

October 17: “Over There and Over Here”:  The U.S. enters the ‘Great War’ – organizing for modern  war – confusion and order on the ‘Home Front’ – suppressing ‘doubters’ and ‘aliens’

Readings:

(7) D. Clayton James and Anne Sharp Wells, America and the Great War 1914-1920 (1998),  chapter s 1 and 3.

October 24   Fall Reading Break

October 31: “Morality and Power”:  Wilson at Versailles – Americans in Murmansk – the Senate and the League of Nations
Readings:

(8)  James and Wells, America and the Great War, chapters  2 and 4.

Term Paper due

November 7: The Limits of Economic Power:  U.S. business expansion in the 1920s – the search for international financial stability – the Wall Street Crash and the collapse of the postwar system

Readings:

(9)   Frank Costigliola, “The United States and the Reconstruction of Germany in the 1920s,” Business History Review  vol. 50 no.4 (Winter 1976): 477-503.

(10)   John Galey,  ”Industrialist in the Wilderness: Henry Ford’s Amazon Venture,” Journal of Interamerican Studies and World Affairs, vol. 21, no. 2 (Summer 1979): 261-289.

November 14:  Descent into Anarchy: The impact of the Great Depression – ‘Merchants of Death’ and the Neutrality Acts – Franklin Roosevelt, Japan and the ‘Back Door to War’

Readings:

(11)  John R. Murname ,”Japan’s Monroe Doctrine? Re-Framing the Story of Pearl Harbor,” History Teacher, vol. 40, no. 4 (August 2007): 503-520.

(12)   David Kahn, “The Intelligence Failure of Pearl Harbor,” Foreign Affairs, vol. 70, no. 5 (Winter 1991/92): 138-152.

(13)   Gary R. Hess. The United States At War 1941-45 (3rd edition 2011), chapter 1.

November 21: Mobilizing for Total War: The ‘Europe First’ strategy – the U.S. as the ‘arsenal of democracy’ – the invasion of Europe – the origins of the Cold War

Readings:

(14)   Hess, The United States At War, chapters  2-3, 5.

November 28:  Descent into Barbarism: The war in the Pacific – from Midway to Okinawa – the bombing of Japan – the Japanese internment and the legacy of war 

Readings:

(15)   Hess, The United States At War, chapters 4, 6,  Conclusion.

December 5: The United States as a World Power, 1945: The euphoria of victory – dreams of an ‘American Century’ – the complexities of the postwar world.

Assignments:

There are two writing assignments during the course. There is an essay assignment (c. 15 pages) that will be due on October 31, and there is an essay take-home examination at the end of the term.  I will circulate suggested essay topics for the term paper and you may choose one of those or a topic of your own. Your term paper topics should be turned in during the week of October 10  via email or on the course website.

Each writing assignment will account for 45% of the final grade. The balance (10%) will reflect preparation for and participation in class discussions.

If you are unable to submit the term paper during the class session, please deposit in the History department drop box just inside the entrance to the LEC S101 hallway.  Do not take the paper to the department secretary. The box is cleared daily at 3:30 PM (Monday to Friday) and essays will be initialled and stamp dated at that time. Late term papers will be reduced by 2% of the mark per day unless there is a valid excuse or prior arrangement with the instructor.

Examinations will be made available on the course website during the last week of classes, and should be turned in one week after the end of classes for the term. Exams can be submitted on the class website.

Class Format:  The class includes lecture and discussion components weekly.

Readings:

There are two required books which are available at the Trent Bookstore:

D. Clayton James and Anne Sharp Wells, America and the Great War, 1914-1920 (Harlan Davidson 1998)

Gary R. Hess, The United States At War, 1941-45 (Harlan Davidson 3rd edition 2011)

All other required readings are available on line through Bata Library E-Resources [Open the Bata Library site, go to E-Resources, then go to Citation Linker. Enter the information from the course syllabus and you can locate the sites for retrieval of the article.  Most articles are available in PDF format for downloading.]

 Academic Integrity Policy: 
Academic dishonesty, which includes plagiarism and cheating, is an extremely serious academic offense and carries penalties varying from  a 0 grade on an assignment to expulsion from the university. Definitions, penalties and procedures for dealing with plagiarism and cheating are set out in Trent’s Academic Integrity Policy. You have a responsibility to educate yourself – unfamiliarity with the policy is not an excuse. You are strongly encouraged to visit Trent’s Academic Integrity website to learn more at www.trentu.ca/academicintegrity.
Access to Instruction:  

Trent’s policy toward accessibility: “It is Trent University’s intent to create an inclusive learning environment. If a student has a disability and/or health consideration and feels that he/she may need accommodations to succeed in this course, the student should contact the Disability Services Office , Blackburn Hall 132 (748-1281), disabilityservices@trentu.ca) as soon as possible. Complete text can be found under Access to Instruction in the Academic Calendar 

Course goals: As a third year course, History 3141H provides a more detailed investigation of the subject of American foreign policy in the period from, the Spanish American War through the end  of the Second World War, continuing to build on methodologies, debates, interpretations, interdisciplinary approaches, and historical skills learned in other history courses. Students will further develop their skills in historical research, analysis, interpretation, and problem solving, working with sources, and critically evaluating the ideas and arguments of major thinkers in the field. Students will be encouraged to make use of the tools of interdisciplinary theory and historiography to situate their own original arguments in the context of ongoing historical debates and assess evidence critically. In essays and class discussions, students will hone their ability to communicate their ideas effectively and logically. Students on completing the course successfully should understand the basic conventions of historical writing, the rules of academic integrity and professionalism, the importance of personal initiative and accountability, and the evolving nature of historical knowledge.
