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In 1929 the U.S. stock market collapsed, pitching the world into the depths of an economic depression.  In 2008 it happened again, although possibly with less lethal impact. In between those episodes, the United States experienced two major political shifts: the “New Deal” realignment that reflected a commitment to the use of government to restrain what were seen as failings of the market; and a return to the pre-1929 faith in free enterprise with the triumph of the “New Right” under Ronald Reagan. In the interim, the country changed dramatically, on the one hand emerging as the world’s most powerful military nation, while at the same time undergoing wrenching transformations that affected attitudes toward race, gender, ethnicity and social values, while the nation’s manufacturing base eroded, making way for a “post industrial” economy.  These changes in turn fuelled political divisions that continue to affect the country today.
The format of the classes combines lectures and discussions of the readings.
9/13:  INTRODUCTION

9/20:  CRASH, DEPRESSION AND NEW DEAL

Readings: Eric Rauchway, The Great Depression and the New Deal, chapters 1-5.

9/27: THE POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC LEGACIES OF THE NEW DEAL
Readings: (1) Rauchway, chapters 6-8.

                   (2) Richard Abrams, America Transformed, chapters 1-5.

10/4: THE COMING OF THE COLD WAR

Readings: Robert McMahon, The Cold War, chapters 1-4.

Thanksgiving October 11. No class.

10/18: THE IMPACT OF THE COLD WAR
Readings: (1)  McMahon, chapter 6.

                  (2) Abrams, chapters 7-8, 14-15.

Fall Study Break October 25-29.

11/1: LIBERALISM AT HIGH TIDE
Readings: (1) McMahon, chapter 5.

                  (2) Abrams, chapters 6, 9.

Term Paper due

11/8: SOCIAL TRANSFORMATIONS
Readings:  Abrams, chapters 10-13.

11/15: THE DECLINE OF THE NEW DEAL COALITION
Readings: Abrams, chapters 16-18.

11/22: THE NEW RIGHT AND THE REAGAN REVOLUTION
Readings: Gil Troy, The Reagan Revolution, chapters 1-4.
11/29: REAGAN AND THE COLD WAR
Readings:  (1) Troy, chapter 6.

                    (2) McMahon, chapter 7-8.

12/6: AMERICAN POLITICS AFTER REAGAN
Readings: (1) Troy, chapters 5, 7-8.

                   (2) Abrams, chapter 19.
Readings:

Books are available at the Trent bookstore.
Assignments:

There are two writing assignments during the course. There is an essay assignment (c. 15 pages) that will be due November 1, and there is an essay take-home examination at the end of the term.  I will circulate suggested essay topics for the term paper in September and you may choose one of those or  a topic of your own. Your term paper topics should be turned in during the week following Thanksgiving (October 12-15) via email or on the course website.

Each writing assignment will account for 45% of the final grade. The balance (10%) will reflect preparation for and participation in class discussions.

If you are unable to submit the term paper during the class session, please deposit in the History department drop box just inside the entrance to the LEC S101 hallway. The box is cleared daily at 3:30 PM (Monday to Friday) and essays will be initialled and stamp dated at that time. Late term papers will be reduced by 2% of the mark per day unless there is a valid excuse or prior arrangement with the instructor.

Examinations will be made available on the course website during the last week of classes, and should be turned in one week after the end of classes for the Fall term (i.e., b y Friday,  December 17). Exams can be submitted on the class website.

 Academic Integrity Policy: 
Academic dishonesty, which includes plagiarism and cheating, is an extremely serious academic offense and carries penalties varying from  a 0 grade on an assignment to expulsion from the university. Definitions, penalties and procedures for dealing with plagiarism and cheating are set out in Trent’s Academic Integrity Policy. You have a responsibility to educate yourself – unfamiliarity with the policy is not an excuse. You are strongly encouraged to visit Trent’s Academic Integrity website to learn more at www.trentu.ca/academicintegrity.
Access to Instruction:  

Trent’s policy toward accessibility: “It is Trent University’s intent to create an inclusive learning environment. If a student has a disability and/or health consideration and feels that he/she may need accommodations to succeed in this course, the student should contact the Disability Services Office (BL Suite 109, 748-1281, disabilityservices@trentu.ca) as soon as possible. Complete text can be found under Access to Instruction in the Academic Calendar Academic Integrity Policy.
Office hours: Mondays 2 Pm-3 PM or by appointment.

