                                  Trent University 
                          History 2111H (Fall 2011)

                           The Past in the Present: 

            The Legacies of American History, 1776-1876

                                Instructor: Graham D. Taylor 

                     (Office: LEC 130.1; Phone: 748-1011 x 7702; Email: gtaylor@trentu.ca)
            (History Department Office: LEC S101.3 ; Phone 748-1011 ext. 7706; E-mail:history@trentu.ca)

A black man in the White House – a source of pride to many Americans, outrage to others. A Congress near deadlock, the chambers redolent of ideological rhetoric. A Supreme Court, defying the President and Congress alike.  Affluent Americans parading in the streets, proclaiming themselves to be rebels against authority. Vigilantes on the borders, watchful for indigent aliens seeking employment. Investment bankers awarding themselves bonuses while the economy collapses around them. All of these features of contemporary America have parallels – and roots – in the early history of the United States. This course examines those roots and explores the legacies of America’s development from the Revolution to Reconstruction.
9/09:  INTRODUCTION

9/16: THE TRUTH ABOUT TEA PARTIES
Readings:

(1) Jill Lepore, “Tea and Sympathy,”  The New Yorker, May 3. 2010.

(2) Benjamin H. Irvin, “Tar, Feathers and the Enemies of American Liberties, 1768-1776,” New England Quarterly  vol. 76 no. 2 (June 2003): 197-239.

9/23: DEADLOCK BY DESIGN
Readings:

(3) The Federalist, Numbers 10, 51.

(4) Jill  Lepore, “The Commandments,” The New Yorker, Jan. 17, 2011.

(5) Robert A. Gross, “A Yankee Rebellion? The Regulators, New England and the New Nation,” New England Quarterly,  vol. 82, no. 1 (March 2009): 112-135.

9/30:  A WHITE MAN’S COUNTRY
Readings:

(6) Bernard W. Sheehan, “Paradise and the Noble Savage in Jeffersonian Thought,” William & Mary Quarterly, vol. 26, no. 3 (July 1969): 327-359.

(7) Alan Taylor, “A Divided Ground: Upper Canada, New York and the Iroquois Six Nations, 1783-1815,” Journal of the Early Republic vol. 22, no. 1 (Spring 2002): 55-75.

10/07:  PARTY POLITICS: RHETORIC AND REALITY
Readings: 

(8) Jill Lepore, “Bound For Glory,” The New Yorker, Oct. 20, 2008.

(9)  Major L. Wilson, “The ‘Country’ versus the ‘Court’: A Republican Consensus and Party Debate in the Bank War,” Journal of the Early Republic, vol. 15, no. 4 (Winter 1995): 619-648.

10/14:  INSIDE THE COTTON KINGDOM
Readings:

(10)  Drew Gilpin Faust, “Culture, Conflict and Community: The Meaning of Power on an Ante-Bellum Plantation,” Journal of Social History vol. 14, no.1 (Fall 1980): 83-97. 

(11)  Anthony E. Kaye, “Neighborhoods and Nat Turner: The Making of a Slave Rebel and the Unmaking of a Slave Rebellion,” Journal of the Early Republic, vol. 27, no. 4 (Winter 2007): 705-720.
10/21   AN EMPIRE FOR SLAVERY

Readings:

(12)  Michael Morrison, “Westward the Curse of Empire: Texas Annexation and the American Whig Party,” Journal of the Early Republic, vol. 10, no. 2 (Summer 1990): 221-249

(13)  Norman Graebner, “The Mexican War: A Study in Causation,” Pacific Historical Review, vol. 49, no. 3 (1980): 405-426

Reading Break 10/24-28

11/04: THE IMPULSE TO IMPROVE
Readings:

(14)  Jeanne Stevenson-Moessner, “Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Reformer to Revolutionary,” Journal of the American Academy of Religion vol. 62, no. 3 (Autumn 1994): 673-97. 

(15)  Mary Hershberger, “Mobilizing Women, Anticipating Abolition: The Struggle Against Indian Removal in the 1830s,” Journal of American History, vol. 86, no.1 (June 1999): 15-40.
Term Paper due

11/11: THE DISRUPTION OF  AMERICAN DEMOCRACY
Readings:

(16)   Nicole Etcheson, “John Brown, Terrorist?” Nineteenth Century History, vol. 10, no. 1 (March 2009): 29-48.

(17)   Manisha Sinha, “The Caning of Charles Sumner: Slavery, Race and Ideology in the Age of the Civil War,” Journal of the Early Republic, vol. 23, no. 2 (Summer 2003): 233-262.

11/18: AN UNCIVIL WAR

Readings:

(18)  Robert L. Kerby, “Why the Confederacy Lost,” Review of Politics vol. 35 (July 1973): 326-345. 

(19)  Anthony James Joes,” After Appomattox: The Guerrilla War That Never Was,” Small Wars and Insurgencies, vol. 8, no. 1 (1997): 52-71.

11/25: THE LIMITS OF RECONSTRUCTION
Readings: 

(20)  Michael W. Fitzpatrick, “To Give Our Votes to the Party,” Journal of American History, vol. 76, no. 2 (September 1989): 489-505.

(21)  David C. Rapoport, “Before the Bombs There Were Mobs: American Experiences With Terror,” Terrorism and Political Violence, vol. 20, no. 2 (Summer 2008): 167-194.
12/02:  THE LEGACIES OF AMERICAN HISTORY
The format of the class involves both lectures and discussions.

Readings:

All the assigned readings are available in a coursepack available at the Trent University bookstore.

Assignments:
There are two writing assignments in the course.  

You will be asked to write an essay of c. 8-10 pages related to one of the assigned readings for the course, discussing the main points of the reading and assessing its perspectives. This essay will be due on November 2.  

If you are unable to submit the essay during the class session, please deposit it in the History department drop box just inside the entrance to the LEC S101 hallway. Do not take the paper to the department secretary. The box is cleared daily at 3:30 PM  (Monday to Friday) and will be initialled and stamp dated at that time. Late term papers will be reduced by 2% of the mark per day unless there is a valid excuse or prior arrangement with the instructor.

There will be an essay examination which will be made available on the course website during the last week of classes. The exam should be submitted not later than Friday, December 17. Exams can be submitted on the course website.

The first writing assignment will be worth 40% of your final grade, and the exam  will be worth 50% with 10% to reflect attendance and preparation for class discussions.   

Academic Integrity Policy: 

Academic dishonesty, which includes plagiarism and cheating, is an extremely serious academic offense and carries penalties varying from  a 0 grade on an assignment to expulsion from the university. Definitions, penalties and procedures for dealing with plagiarism and cheating are set out in Trent’s Academic Integrity Policy. You have a responsibility to educate yourself – unfamiliarity with the policy is not an excuse. You are strongly encouraged to visit Trent’s Academic Integrity website to learn more at www.trentu.ca/academicintegrity.
Access to Instruction: 

Trent’s policy toward accessibility: “It is Trent University’s intent to create an inclusive learning environment. If a student has a disability and/or health consideration and feels that he/she may need accommodations to succeed in this course, the student should contact the Disability Services Office , Blackburn Hall 132 (748-1281, disabilityservices@trentu.ca) as soon as possible. Complete text can be found under Access to Instruction in the Academic Calendar.”

Course goals:  As a second year course, History 2111H is intended to introduce students to the subject of  American history from the Revolution through Reconstruction,  and related historical debates, interpretations, methodologies, and intersections with other disciplines. Students will be encouraged to review, evaluate, and interpret evidence; explore different approaches to problem solving while critically assessing the ideas of other historians; formulate original historical arguments in a critical and analytical fashion; and communicate the results of their studies orally and in writing. Students will be encouraged to develop their written and oral communication skills, developing their critical thinking and ability to conceptualize. Students on completing the course successfully should understand the basic conventions of historical writing, the rules of academic integrity and professionalism, the importance of personal initiative and accountability, and the evolving nature of historical knowledge. 
Office Hours:  Mondays from 2 PM-3 PM or by appointment.

