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In 1911  those fortunate citizens of a handful of industrialized countries in western Europe and North America viewed the future with optimism and believed history was a story of progress: the triumph of Christianity over idolatry, civilization over barbarism and enlightenment over ignorance and superstition. Their political and economic domination over most of the rest of the planet seemed a vindication of that optimism.

Over the next century these empires disintegrated and so did the world view that had prevailed. The globe was engulfed by wars on an unprecedented scale, economic upheaval, revolutions and ruthless, genocidal regimes. Hopes for more just, independent and stable 
societies and a peaceful world  after the Second World War and again in the 1990s were repeatedly undermined. The generation of 2010 looks with uncertainty toward a future shaped by climate change, seemingly irreconcilable religious and cultural conflicts, and the prospects of brutal competition for shrinking resources. 

Our perceptions of history today  reflect the catastrophes of the 20th century as well as the dangers of the present – not simply in terms of the immediate past, but stretching back over centuries when “western  civilization” was in ascendency. This course provides a perspective on the legacies of a hard and bitter history. 
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TIMES/LOCATIONS: 
Lectures: Mondays 9:00- 10:50 AM    

Location: Wenjack Theatre   OCA W101.2

Tutorials: see timetable   

TEXTBOOK: 
All readings are in the History 1700 Coursepack (2011/12) which is available at the Trent University Bookstore. 
 

EVALUATION SCHEME: 
Fall Term: 
1. 1st Essay Assignment 10% 

2. Midterm Examination 20% 

3. Tutorial Participation 10% 

Winter Term: 
1. Research Paper Proposal  5%

2. Research Paper  25%

3. Final Examination  20% 

4. Tutorial Participation 10% 

 

DEADLINES/IMPORTANT DATES: 
1. 1st Essay: November 7, 2011
2. Midterm Examination:  TBA 

3. Research Paper Proposal:  January 30, 2012  

4. Research Paper: March 12, 2011
5. Final Examination:  TBA   

OFFICE HOURS: 

Your seminar instructor will advise you of his/her office hours during the first meeting of the  seminar. 

LECTURES/SEMINARS/READINGS:   

Lectures: There will be a double period lecture every Monday from 9:00 to 11:50 AM.  Lectures will offer a broad overview of themes relevant to the course and are supported by readings from the History 1700 Coursepack, which will also be the focus of seminar discussions. The lectures are organized into modules which focus on particular episodes in history that reflect the central themes of the course, including the bombing of Japan; the Holocaust in Europe in the Second World War; genocide in Rwanda and Cambodia; the Arab-Israeli conflict in Palestine; repression and war in Argentina, forced assimilation of First Nations people in Canada;  and slavery and revolution in Haiti.

Seminars:  In addition to discussions of the readings, seminars will be used for discussing techniques for researching and writing history papers. During the Fall term you will prepare an essay assignment, which will be made available on the course website early in the Fall term; and an essay-based midterm examination, which will also be administered through the course website. During the Winter term you will prepare a research essay, with the guidance of the seminar leader. There will be an essay-based final examination which will be administered through the course website at the end of the year. All assignments will be marked by your seminar instructor.  Seminars are an essential part of the course. If you do not attend seminars and submit your work to the seminar instructor, you will not pass the course. 
COURSE WORK: 
1st Essay (Due November 3, 2011 ): This short writing assignment should be approximately 4-5 typed, double spaced pages.  The assignment will provide an opportunity to work with primary and secondary sources. The questions will be posted on the course website early in the Fall term.  The paper will be due at your seminar class meeting during the week of November 7. You must submit your paper to your seminar instructor. If you cannot attend your seminar that week, you must make alternative arrangements with your seminar instructor for submitting the paper. Do not leave the paper at the History department. Do not give the paper to the lecturer.

Midterm Exam (TBA): Essay question format. The examination will focus on material covered in the lectures in the Fall term, but you will also be expected to identify links between the lectures and the readings, as discussed in your seminars.  

Research Paper Proposal (Due January 30, 2012): You are required to hand in a one-page proposal to your seminar instructor for the research paper that is due on March 12.  This proposal should outline clearly the topic and purpose of their paper.  The proposal should also include a list of books and articles that are relevant to the paper.  You may pursue research topics that are related to the themes and material of the course.  You are encouraged consult your seminar leader for further guidance.  While there is no grade assigned to this assignment, you are required to submit the proposal in order to proceed with your research paper. Do not leave the proposal at the History department. Do not give the proposal to the lecturer.

Research Paper (Due March 12, 2012): The second writing assignment will be a research-based paper.  You are expected to conduct research, consulting scholarly monographs, journal articles, and books to produce a paper with a clear purpose and thesis. The essay should be around 2000 words long or 8-10 typed, double spaced pages.  It must be supported by footnotes or endnotes and a bibliography with at least 12 relevant sources (two of which must be journal articles). The purpose of this assignment is to build upon the research and writing skills introduced in the earlier writing assignments.   You must submit your paper to your seminar instructor. The paper will be due at your seminar class meeting during the week of March 12.  If you cannot attend your seminar that week, you must make alternative arrangements with your seminar instructor for submitting the paper. Do not leave the paper at the History department. Do not give the paper to the lecturer.
Final Exam (TBA): Essay question format.  The examination questions will focus on the lectures in the Winter term, but you will also be expected to identify links between material covered in the lectures and the readings, as discussed in your seminars.  

Late Submissions: You are encouraged to contact your seminar leaders if there might be a problem submitting an assignment on time.  Seminar leaders are under no obligation to accept unexcused late assignments. 

Academic Integrity Policy: Academic dishonesty, which includes plagiarism and cheating, is an extremely serious academic offense and carries penalties varying from  a 0 grade on an assignment to expulsion from the university. Definitions, penalties and procedures for dealing with plagiarism and cheating are set out in Trent’s Academic Integrity Policy. You have a responsibility to educate yourself – unfamiliarity with the policy is not an excuse. You are strongly encouraged to visit Trent’s Academic Integrity website to learn more at www.trentu.ca/academicintegrity.
Access to Instruction:  Trent’s policy toward accessibility: “It is Trent University’s intent to create an inclusive learning environment. If a student has a disability and/or health consideration and feels that he/she may need accommodations to succeed in this course, the student should contact the Disability Services Office, Blackburn Hall 132 (748-1281), disabilityservices@trentu.ca) as soon as possible. Complete text can be found under Access to Instruction in the Academic Calendar.” 

Course goals:  As a first year history course, History 1700 is intended to introduce students to the study of history. Students will be encouraged to evaluate and interpret historical information through seminar discussions and writing projects, exploring the relative merits of different methodologies, interpretations, and approaches; conducting research; and honing their speaking and writing skills and ability to formulate a logical argument. Students on completing the course successfully should understand the basic conventions of historical writing, the rules of academic integrity and professionalism, the importance of personal initiative and accountability, and the evolving nature of historical knowledge. 
LECTURE OUTLINE:

FALL TERM 2011 

	DATE
	LECTURE TOPIC
	READINGS

	9/12


	Course Introduction
G. Taylor
	 N/A

	9/19
	The Road to Hiroshima
          G. Taylor
	(1) Henry Stimson, “The Atomic Bomb and the Surrender of Japan,” in Henry Stimson and McGeorge Bundy, On Active Service in Peace and War (New York: 1947), pp.612-633.

(2) Adam Goodheart, “The Invasion That Never Was,” in Kai Bird and Lawrence Lifschultz, ed., Hiroshima’s Shadow (Stoney Creek CT: Pamphleteer’s Press), pp. 135-140.

(3) Hideko Tamura Snider, “ Hiroshima Memories,” in Hiroshima’s Shadow, pp. 453-461.

	  
9/26
	The Balance of Terror
           G. Taylor
	(4) Alexander Fursenko, “Night Session of the Presidium of the Central Committee, 22-23 October 1962,” Naval War College Review, vol. 59 no. 3 (Summer 2006): 129-140.

(5) David A. Welch and James G. Blight, “The Eleventh Hour of the Cuban Missile Crisis: An Introduction to the Ex Comm Transcripts,” International Security, vol. 12 no. 3 (Winter 1987/88): 5-29.



	10/3
	
The Road to Fukushima

G. Taylor
	(6) John Wills, “Celluloid Chain Reaction: The China Syndrome and Three Mile Island,” European Journal of American Culture, vol. 25 no. 2 (2006): 109-122. 

(7) Ferenc M. Szaz and Issei Takechi, “Atomic Heroes and Atomic Monsters: American and Japanese Cartoonists Confront the Onset of the Nuclear Age,” Historian, vol. 69 no. 4 (Winter 2007): 728-752.



	10/10
	
	Thanksgiving (No lecture)

	10/17
	   The Holocaust
C. Kay [guest lecturer]
	(8) Doris Bergen, War and Genocide: A Concise History of the Holocaust (Lanham 2003), pp. 36-43.

(9) Josef Zelkowicz, “Days of Nightmare,” in L. Langer, ed., Art From the Ashes (New York 1995), pp. 197-214.

	10/24
	
	Fall Reading Break (no lecture)


	10/31
	The Rwanda Genocide of 1994
          T. Stapleton
	(10) Helen M. Hintjen, “Explaining the 1994 Genocide in Rwanda,” Journal of Modern African Studies, vol. 37 no. 9 (1999): 241-286.

	11/7
	Race and Violence in the History of Rwanda

T. Stapleton


	(11) Mary Kayitesi-Blewitt, “Funding Development in Rwanda: The Survivors’ Perspective,” Development in Practice, vol. 16, no. ¾ (June 2006): 316-321.

First Essay due!

	11/14
	 The Legacy of the    Rwanda Genocide

         T. Stapleton
	(12) Severine Autesserre,”Local Violence, National Peace? Postwar Settlement in the Eastern D. R. Congo (2003-2006” African Studies Review, vol. 49 no. 3 (December 2006): 1-29.

	11/21
	 The Cambodian Revolution

  V. Nguyen-Marshall
	(13) David Chandler, “Cambodia 1884-1975,” in Norman Owen, ed., The Emergence of Modern Southeast Asia (University of Hawaii Press 2005), pp. 361-370.

(14) David Chandler, “Revolution in Cambodia, 1975-1979,” in The Tragedy of Cambodian History (New Haven: Yale University Press 1991), pp. 236-272.

	11/28
	Explaining the Khmer Rouge

V. Nguyen-Marshall
	(15) Matthew Edwards, “The Rise of the Khmer Rouge in Cambodia: Internal or External Origins?” Asian Affairs, vol. XXXV no. 1 (March 2004): 56-67.

(16) Kate Friesen, “The Political Nature of Democratic Kampuchea,” Pacific Affairs, vol. 61 no. 3 (Autumn 1988): 405-427.

	12/5
	Memory and History of the Cambodian ‘Genocide’

  V. Nguyen-Marshall
	(17) Alexander Hinton, “The Perpetrator, the Victim and the Witness,” Manoa, vol. 16 no. 1 (2004): 137-153. 

(18 )Paul Williams, “Witnessing Genocide: Vigilance and Remembrance at Tuol Sleng and Choeung Ek,” Holocaust and Genocide Studies, vol. 18 no. 2 (Fall 2004): 234-254. 


MIDTERM EXAMINATION: TBA

 

WINTER TERM 2012

	1/09
	Dictatorship in Argentina   and  the Falklands/Malvinas War
D. Sheinin

Research proposal due!
	(19) John Arquilla and Maria Moyano Rasmussen,“The Origins of the South Atlantic War,” Journal of Latin American Studies, vol. 33 no. 4 (November 2001): 739-776.  

	1/16
	“Illuminados Por El Fuego” [Illuminated by Fire (Spanish film with English subtitles)
D. Sheinin
	(20) Antonius C.G.M. Robben, “How Traumatized Societies Remember: The Aftermath of Argentina’s Dirty War,” Cultural Critique, vol. 59 (2005), pp.120-164.

	1/23


	The Legacy of Dictatorship and War in Argentina

D. Sheinin
	(21) David Pion-Berlin, “To Prosecute or to pardon? Human rights decisions in the Latin American Southern Cone (Chile, Argentina, Uruguay),” Human Rights Quarterly vol. 16 no. 1 (February 1994): 105-130.  

	1/30


	From Alliance to Subjugation

J. Miron


	(22) Sarah Carter, “Two Acres and a Cow: ‘Peasant’ Farming for the Indians of the Northwest, 1889-1897,” Canadian Historical Review, vol. 70 no. 1 (March 1989): 27-52.

(23) Tina Loo, “Dan Cranmer’s Potlatch: Law As Coercion, Symbol and Rhetoric in British Columbia, 1884-1951,” Canadian Historical Review, vol. 73 no. 2 (June 1992): 125-165.

	  2/6
	Assimilation and Control
J. Miron
	(24) John Milloy, A National Crime: The Canadian Government and the Residential School System, 1879-1985 (Winnipeg: University of Manitoba Press 1999), chapters 9-10.

“ Broken Promises: The High Arctic Relocation” (Film)

	2/13
	Resistance and Resiliency

J. Miron
	(25) Hugh Shewell, “Jules Sioui and Indian Political Radicalism in Canada, 1942-1944,” Journal of Canadian Studies, vol. 34 no. 3 (Fall 1999): 211-242.

(26) “Beyond Oka: Dimensions of Mohawk Sovereignty – Interview with Kahn-Tineta Horn,” Studies in Political Economy, vol. 35 (Summer 1991): 29-41.



	2/20
	
	Winter Reading Break  (No Lecture)

	2/27
	   The Transatlantic 

          Slave Trade

A. Bialuschewski
	(27) James A. Rawley with Stephen D. Behrendt, The Transatlantic Slave Trade: A History, revised edition (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press 2005), pp. 212-242, 398-401.



	3/05
	    The Middle Passage
A. Bialuschewski
	(28) William Snelgrave, A New Account of Some Parts of Guinea (London 1973), Introduction.

(29) Olaudah Equiano, The Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano (London 1790), pp. 46-57.



	3/12
	Resistance, Rebellion  and Abolition
          A.Bialuschewski
	(30) Carolyn E. Frick, The Making of Haiti: The Saint Domingue Revolution From Below (Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press 1990), pp. 46-75, 286-297.

Research Paper Due!


	3/19
	Slavery, Civil War and Abolition in the United States

            G. Taylor
	(31) Drew Gilpin Faust, “Culture, Conflict and Community: The Meaning of Power on an Antebellum Plantation,” Journal of Social History, vol. 14 no. 1 (1980): 83-97.

(32) Michael W. Fitzpatrick, “To Give Our Votes to the Party,” Journal of American History, vol. 76 no. 2 (1989): 489-505.



	3/26
	After Abolition: From Jim Crow to Civil Rights

G. Taylor
	(33) Leon F. Litwack, “’Fight the Power’: The Legacy of the Civil Rights Movement,” Journal of Southern History, vol. 75 no. 1 (February 2009): 3-28.

(34) Martin Luther King, Jr., “Letter From a Birmingham Jail,” April 16, 1963.



	4/05
	
	No lecture




 
 FINAL EXAMINATION: TBA
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

