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 Course Description:
This course offers a historical survey of the Middle East (Turkey, Iran, the Fertile Crescent, the Arabian Peninsula, and Egypt) from the sixteenth century Ottoman World to the present day. In this time period, we are going to look at the interactions and encounters within the Middle East and experienced by its civilization as well as between this civilization and others. The course is designed to help students have a strong factual knowledge of the region and its complexities as well as formulate informed and plausible analyses of the historical and current issues of the Middle East. 
As a third year course, History of the Middle East provides a more detailed investigation of the subject, continuing to build on methodologies, debates, interpretations, interdisciplinary approaches, and historical skills learned in other history courses. Students will further develop their skills in historical research, analysis, interpretation, and problem solving, working with [both primary and secondary sources], and critically evaluating the ideas and arguments of major thinkers in the field. Students will be encouraged to make use of the tools of interdisciplinary theory and historiography to situate their own original arguments in the context of ongoing historical debates and assess evidence critically. In essays and class discussions, students will hone their ability to communicate their ideas effectively and logically. Students on completing the course successfully should understand the basic conventions of historical writing, the rules of academic integrity and professionalism, the importance of personal initiative and accountability, and the evolving nature of historical knowledge.

Course Format: 
	Type 
	Day
	Time 
	Location

	Lecture
	Tuesday
	9:00-10:50 am
	OCA 203

	Seminar
	Tuesday
	11:00-11:50
	SC W2

	Seminar
	Tuesday
	13:00-13:50
	SC W4

	Seminar
	Tuesday
	14:00-14:50
	SC W3


Course Evaluation:
	Type of Assignment 
	Weighting
	Due Date

	Map Quiz
	5%
	October 4, 2011

	Book review
	10%
	December 6, 2011

	Research paper
	20%
	March 27, 2012

	Mid-term exam I
	15%
	November 15, 2011

	Mid-term exam II
	10%
	March 6, 2012

	Faculty final exam
	20%
	TBA

	Class Participation/Attendance

    Seminar discussions

    Presentation

    Minute-papers/attendance 
	10 %

5%

5%      
	


Map Quiz:

Map Quiz assignment will help you familiarize yourself with important geographical and topological features of the Middle East. You will be given 20 natural and man-made features and asked to place 10 of them on a blank map. 
Mid-term exams:

Mid-term exams are designed to help you see your progress in the course in terms of basic terms, concepts and chronology. Each exam will have a chronology question, id questions (basic terms, names, battles, states, institutions, etc), short answer questions, and an essay question.  
Research Paper:

Students will write a 20-page research paper on a topic related to our course. You are free to pick a topic based on your interests. However, you are to consult with me and have your research topic cleared before you start your research. I will also help the students who are not sure about how to choose a research topic. You are expected to consult at least ten different sources including books and articles. Do not hesitate to ask any questions that you may have about how to proceed with your research, what kind of sources you should consult, etc.  Research papers should be submitted to the instructor directly by 5 pm on March 27, 2012.  E-mail attachments are not accepted. Late papers will be penalized by 5% per day. Extensions can be requested only in case of documented illness or personal emergencies. 
Book Review:
Students will write a book review of 4-5 pages. You are to choose a book and have it cleared before you start reading. The book should be a scholarly manuscript with proper citation/bibliography. Book review assignments should be submitted to the instructor directly by 5 pm on December 6, 2011.  E-mail attachments are not accepted. Late submission will be penalized by 5% per day. Extensions can be requested only in case of documented illness or personal emergencies. 
Minute-papers:

I will randomly ask you to write down what was the most important/memorable point made in class according to your opinion. You will get a plus for every minute-paper you submit. Minute-papers will be evaluated as a part of your participation/attendance grade. 

Seminar/Presentation:
There will be one-hour seminar each week. While it is instructor’s duty to moderate seminar discussions and explain difficult concepts, it is students’ duty to come to seminars prepared.  Seminar is the place where you can make your opinions heard, ask questions, and challenge yourself. Attendance is compulsory and graded. You will lose 1% of the total mark for seminar discussions (10%) per absence. In the second term, students will present their research papers to receive feedback from their peers. You are encouraged to form groups and to make joint presentations if your research topics are chronologically or contextually related.
Final Exam:
The Final exam will be cumulative and held during the official exam period. It will include id questions (basic terms, names, battles, states, institutions, etc), short answer questions, and two short essays. 
University Policies
Academic Integrity:
Academic dishonesty, which includes plagiarism and cheating, is an extremely serious academic offence and carries penalties varying from a 0 grade on an assignment to expulsion from the University.  Definitions, penalties, and procedures for dealing with plagiarism and cheating are set out in Trent University’s Academic Integrity Policy. You have a responsibility to educate yourself – unfamiliarity with the policy is not an excuse. You are strongly encouraged to visit Trent’s Academic Integrity website to learn more: www.trentu.ca/academicintegrity. 
Access to Instruction:
It is Trent University's intent to create an inclusive learning environment. If a student has a disability and/or health consideration and feels that he/she may need accommodations to succeed in this course, the student should contact the Disability Services Office (Blackburn Hall, Suite 132, 748-1281, disabilityservices@trentu.ca) as soon as possible. Complete text can be found under Access to Instruction in the Academic Calendar. 
Required Texts:
Cleveland, William. A History of the Modern Middle East. 4th Edition. Boulder, CO: Westview Press, 2009. 
Smith, Charles. Palestine and the Arab-Israeli Conflict: A History with Documents. Boston: Bedford/St.Martin, 2010. 

HIST3650Y Course Pack
Recommended Texts: 
Owen, Roger. State, Power and Politics in the Making of the Modern Middle East. New York: Routledge, 2004. (Online free version available to students through library’s website)
Week-by-week schedule:
	Date
	Lecture/Seminar
	Readings:

	Sep 13
	Introduction & Background:

Introduction to Middle Eastern History: 

Middle East? Near East? Whose Middle East? 

No seminar 
	(No readings) 



	Sep 20
	Islam and the Middle East: Birth of Islam, idea of umma.
Seminar Topic: Perceptions of the Middle East in the media, i.e., Western stereotypes and false images of Arabs, Muslims, Jews, and the region. Problems in studying this area (I). 
***(Bring a newspaper article about the Middle East)

	Lecture:

Cleveland: Preface, 1-19.

Frederick Denny, “Ummah in the Constitution of Medina,” Journal of Near Eastern Studies 36 (1977), 39-47.

Seminar:

Martin Kramer, “Chapter 1” in Ivory Towers on Sand: The Failure of Middle Eastern Studies in America (2001). Online free version:

http://www.washingtoninstitute.org/pubPDFs/IvoryTowers.pdf

	Sep 27


	Islamic Middle East and Statehood: Early centuries of Islam, caliphate, Umayyads, Abbasids, Sunni/Shia religious, social, and political divisions. Islam in Iran. 

Seminar Topic: Perceptions of the Middle East in the media, i.e., Western stereotypes and false images of Arabs, Muslims, Jews, and the region. Problems in studying this area (II). 
	Lecture:

Cleveland: 19-37.

Seminar: 

Martin Kramer, “Chapter 2” in Ivory Towers on Sand: The Failure of Middle Eastern Studies in America (2001). Online free version:

http://www.washingtoninstitute.org/pubPDFs/IvoryTowers.pdf

	Oct 4

******
	Evolution of Muslim Statehood and Early Contacts with Europe: Caliphate vs. Sultanate, Turks in Islamdom, Crusades, post-Crusade Middle East.

Seminar topic:  How did the Crusades affect the Middle East? Images of Europeans/Muslims. First Encounters of Islam and Europe. Muslims in Spain. 

MAP QUIZ
	Lecture:

David Morgan, Chapter 3, “Turkish Rule in Persia: The Great Seljuq Sultanate at Its Height 431-85/ 1040-1092,” 25-40.

Saunders, Chapter 10, “The Christian Counterattack,” 154-169.
Seminar:
Ibn Munqidh, “An Appreciation of the Frankish Character,” 161-170. 

	Oct 11
	Power houses of the Middle East in the Early Modern Age: The Mamluks, Ottomans, Safavids.
Seminar topic: What made it possible for these three empires to dominate the Middle East? What were their respective ideological tools?
	Lecture:

Cleveland: 37-57.

Seminar:

Stephen Dale, The Muslim Empires of the Ottomans, Safavids, and Mughals, 2010, 48-70.



	Oct 18
	The Ottoman World: Janissaries, millet system, Suleyman the Magnificent and the Ottoman “Classical Age.”
Seminar topic: What made the Ottomans successful in their empire-building? Was the millet system social glue or a social wall?


	Halil Inalcik, The Classical Age, 35-41, 65-70, 89-103. 



	Oct 25
	NO CLASS---Reading Week


	

	Nov 1
	Women in the Early Modern History of the Muslim Middle East

Seminar topic: Women in the Middle Eastern history?

Do they even exist in the Middle Eastern history?
(Name some influential women in the history of the Muslim Middle East.) 


	Nikki R. Keddie, Women in the Middle East: past and present, (2007) 9-13, 48-60.
Sarah Shaver Hughes and Brady Hughes, Women in World History (1997) “The Middle East: Women of the Ottoman Empire,” 33-50.

	Nov 8
	Europe rises: European challenge to the Middle Eastern Gunpowder Empires.

Seminar topic: Why did the Middle Eastern powers lag behind Europe? 


	Cleveland: 57-61.



	Nov 15
	Mid-term Exam


	

	Nov 22
	Early Responses to Europe: Selim III of the Ottomans, Muhammad Ali of Egypt.

Seminar topic: What were the motivations of the Middle Eastern elites for reforms? Were they successful? 


	Cleveland: 61-81.

Donald Quataert, The Ottoman Empire, 1700-1922 (2005):
“Chapter 4: The Nineteenth Century”, 57-73.


	Nov 29
	Nationalism and the Empire: The Greek Revolt. Mahmud II. Transformation. Tanzimat Period.

Seminar topic: Was Tanzimat a quick fix or a step towards more reform and social equality? (I)


	Lecture:

Cleveland:  81-103.

Seminar:

The text of the Tanzimat Decree,

1839.

Christiane Czygan, “Reflections on Justice: A Young Ottoman View of the Tanzimat,” Middle Eastern Studies 46 (2010), 943-956.


	Dec 6

******
	 Iran and Egypt in the Nineteenth Century: Iran and the European Powers. Transformations in Egypt. 

Seminar topic: Was Tanzimat a quick fix or a step towards more reform and social equality? (II)

BOOK REVIEW ASSIGNMENT DUE
	Lecture:

Cleveland: 103-119.

Ervand Abrahamian. A History of Modern Iran. (2008), 34-62. 
Seminar:

The text of the Tanzimat Decree, 1839. 

Christiane Czygan, “Reflections on Justice: A Young Ottoman View of the Tanzimat,” Middle Eastern Studies 46 (2010), 943-956.

	Jan 10
	Reactions to the Early Reforms: Islam and Reforms. Muslim identity. Reactions to European supremacy. 
Seminar topic: Reform from above, reform from below in the 19th-century Middle East. 


	Lecture:

Cleveland: 119-133.

Seminar: 

James A. Bill, “Modernization and Reform From Above: The Case of Iran,” The Journal of Politics 32 (1970) 19-40 


	Jan 17
	Revolutions in the Middle East: Constitutional Revolutions in the Ottoman Empire and Iran
Seminar topic: Reform from above, reform from below in Modern Middle East. 


	Lecture:

Cleveland: 133-149.

Seminar: 

Anoushiravan Ehteshami, “Reform from above: The Politics of Participation in the Oil Monarchies,” International Affairs 79 (2003), 53-75.



	Jan 24
	Zionism and the Idea of Israel (I): 

Seminar topic:  Prospects of peace in the Middle East.  Is peace possible? (I)


	Lecture:

Cleveland: 239-273.

Seminar:

Charles C. Smith, The Arab-Israeli Conflict, 7th edition (2010).

	Jan 31
	World War I and the End of the Ottoman Order: A new Middle East? 

Seminar topic: Prospects of peace in the Middle East.  Is peace possible? (II)


	Lecture:

Cleveland: 149-171.
Owen: 5-22.

David Fromkin, “How the modern Middle East map came to be drawn?” 

Seminar:

Charles C. Smith, The Arab-Israeli Conflict, 7th edition (2010).

	Feb 7
	Palestine, Israel, and Zionism (II): The Creation of Israel. Wars, settlement, and state.
Seminar topic:  Prospects of peace in the Middle East.  Is peace possible? (III)


	Cleveland: 345-369, 474-478, 499-525.

Owen: 73-80.
Seminar:

Charles C. Smith, The Arab-Israeli Conflict, 7th edition (2010). 



	Feb 14
	Turkey and Iran: Republican Turkey and Mustafa Kemal. Turkish westernization. Iran under Reza Shah. Iranian Revolution. 

Seminar topic: How did Turkey and Iran end up so different despite the fact that their modernization and westernization processes started with the same principles and promises? (I)


	Cleveland: 175-193, 275-301, 423-451.



	Feb 21
	NO CLASS---Reading week


	

	Feb 28
	Egypt, Iraq, and Jordan: Struggles for independence. Mandates. Western-Arab relations before WWII.

Seminar topic: How did Turkey and Iran end up so different despite the fact that their modernization and westernization processes started with the same principles and promises? (II)
	Lecture:

Cleveland: 193-217.

Seminar:

Touraj Atabaki and Erik Jan Zürcher, Men of Order: Authoritarian Modernization under Atatürk and Reza Shah, (2004), 1-13, 44-65.



	March 6
	Mid-term exam II
	 


	March 13
	Syria, Lebanon, and Saudi Arabia: Struggles for independence. Mandates. Oil. 

Seminar topic: Understanding international politics on the Middle East. Road to American invasion (I).


	Lecture:

Cleveland: 217-239.

Seminar: 

Richard N. Haass and Martin Indyk, “Beyond Iraq - A New U.S. Strategy for the Middle East,” Foreign Affairs 41 (2009), 41-59. 

Jody C Baumgartner, Peter L. Francia, Jonathan S. Morris, “A Clash of Civilizations? The Influence of Religion on Public Opinion of U.S. Foreign Policy in the Middle East,” Political Research Quarterly 61 (2008), 171-179.


	March 20
	Arab Politics after WWII: The Middle East in the Age of Nasser. Authoritarianism.

Seminar topic: Understanding international politics on the Middle East. American invasion.
	Lecture:

Cleveland: 301-345.

Seminar:

“Great sacrifices, small rewards,” Economist, 1/1/2011, 20-22.

	March 27
	Middle East before 9/11: Oil. Conflicts. Gulf War. 

Seminar topic: Good Muslim, Bad Muslim. 
	Lecture:
Cleveland: 369-423, 451-499.

Seminar:
Mahmood Mamdani, “Good Muslim, Bad Muslim: A Political Perspective on Culture and Terrorism,” American Anthropologist 104 (2002): 766-775.

http://legacy.lclark.edu/~Salam/resources/Mamdani_article.pdf

	Apr 3
	Post-9/11 Middle East: Islam and the Middle East, conflict, continuity and change. Arab spring. US in the Middle East
Classroom discussion: Middle of Where? East of Whom? Why is the Middle East important?

No seminar
	Lecture/Discussion:

Cleveland: 527-577.
Owen: 219-230.

Ervand Abrahamian, “The U.S. Media, Huntington, and September 11” Third World Quarterly 24 (2003). 
Brian Whitaker, “Middle of Where,” The Guardian (28 June 2008)

http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2008/jun/04/middleeast  
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