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Instructor: Dr. Wesley Ferris
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Office Hour: Fridays, 3:10 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
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Friday
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Course Description

As a first year history course, this class is intended to introduce students to the study of history.

Students will be encouraged to evaluate and interpret historical information through tutorial discussions and writing projects, exploring the relative merits of different methodologies, interpretations, and approaches; conducting research; and honing their speaking and writing skills and ability to formulate a logical argument. Students on completing the course successfully should understand the basic conventions of historical writing, the rules of academic integrity and professionalism, the importance of personal initiative and accountability, and the evolving nature of historical knowledge.

This course will cover the period from the outbreak of the French Revolution in 1789 to the aftermath of the end of the Cold War in 1991, including the major political, economic, social, and cultural developments of this era. The format of the course will be a two-hour lecture with a one-hour tutorial. Also, please note that the course will make use of a class website on WebCT.

Course Text

John Merriman, A History of Modern Europe, Vol. 2: From the French Revolution to the Present

(3rd edition, 2010).

Please note that in place of the above text, John Merriman’s A History of Europe (Complete) may be used instead.

Course Evaluation

Seminar Participation 

20%

Major Essay 


40% 
Due In-Class March 2nd
Final Exam 


40%

Major Essay

A list of possible questions for the major essay will be distributed in class on January 20th. The major essay must use at least five academic sources (i.e. scholarly books or articles), and be ten pages in length. The essay must include a title page (that does not count towards the page limit) that includes the student’s name, student ID number, the date submitted, the title of the essay, the course, and the instructor’s name. The essay must also include a bibliography (which also does not count towards the page limit) that lists all sources used in the essay. All evidence must be cited, and either footnotes or endnotes may be used, but parenthetical notation may not be used. If endnotes are used, the endnotes must go on a separate page, which does not count towards the page limit. Finally, the essay must be typewritten and double-spaced in 12 pt. font, with page numbers on every page.

For the purposes of this course, internet sources are not considered acceptable academic sources for the major essay. The only exception to this rule are online academic journal articles accessible through the library, and primary documents accessed through the websites used for the tutorial readings. Any use of unacceptable internet sources will result in a grade reduction, and any essay in which a majority of the citations or items listed in the bibliography are unacceptable internet sources will receive a grade of zero. In addition, lecture notes and encyclopaedias can not be used, and while the course text and tutorial readings may be used, they do not count towards the five required academic sources. If you have any questions about the validity of a particular source, please consult with the instructor.

The major essay is due by 1:00 p.m. in lecture on the date listed. Late assignments will be penalized at the rate of 3% per day, including weekends. Extensions will only be granted after discussion with the professor prior to the due date of the essay.

Tutorials

The class will be divided into three tutorial groups, which will meet at 10:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m., and

2:00 p.m. respectively. The first tutorials will be held on January 20th. For each tutorial, students will be responsible for reading all of the related documents as listed on the class website, and be prepared to discuss them with their peers.

The tutorial grade will be determined through self-evaluation. At the end of each tutorial, each student will give themselves a letter grade that reflects their participation in that week’s tutorial, as well as provide comments to justify their grade. Failure to provide comments will result in a reduction in the grade for that week. The instructor reserves the right to adjust the grade for any given week if it does not coincide with the student’s tutorial performance. In deciding the grade, students should focus primarily on the quality of their contributions, as opposed to mere quantity.

Major Exam

There will be a three-hour exam at the conclusion of the course, which will cover all of the material presented in lecture and the readings. The format of the exam will be several short-answer questions and two essay questions.

Lecture Schedule and Readings

Jan. 13th   
Introduction; Europe to 1789

Jan. 20th 
The French Revolution and the Napoleonic Wars

Merriman, Ch. 12 and 13

Jan. 27th 
The Industrial Revolution and European Society

Merriman, Ch. 14

Feb. 3rd  
Restoration Europe and the Revolutions of 1848

Merriman, Ch. 15 and 16

Feb. 10th  
The Rise of the Nation State, 1850 to 1914

Merriman, Ch. 17 and 18

Feb. 17th  
Fin de Siecle Europe, 1870 to 1914

Merriman, Ch. 19 and 20

Feb. 24th  
No Classes - Reading Week

Mar. 2nd 
The Age of Imperialism and the First World War

Merriman, Ch. 21 and 22

Mar. 9th  
The Russian Revolution and Post-War Europe

Merriman, Ch. 23 and 24

Mar. 16th  
Depression, Dictatorship, and the Second World War

Merriman Ch. 25 and 26

Mar. 23rd 
Europe in the Era of the Cold War

Merriman, Ch. 27 and 28

Mar. 30th 
The Collapse of the Soviet Empire and Post-Cold War Europe; Conclusion

Merriman, Ch. 29

Tutorial Schedule

Note: The documents for each week will be found on the class website.

Jan. 13th
No Tutorials

Jan. 20th  
The Ideals and Reality of the Revolutionary Era

Jan 27th  
The Working-Class and the Industrial Revolution

Feb. 3rd  
Metternich and Conservatism

Feb. 10th  
Socialism in Germany

Feb. 17th 
Consumerism and the Marketing of Soap

Feb. 24th 
No Tutorials - Reading Week

Mar. 2nd 
No Tutorials - Major Essay Due

Mar. 9th 
The Outbreak of the First World War

Mar. 16th 
The Art of Propaganda in 20th-Century Europe

Mar. 23rd 
Life in Wartime Britain

Mar. 30th 
No Tutorials

Academic Integrity

Academic dishonesty, which includes plagiarism and cheating, is an extremely serious academic offence and carries penalties varying from a 0 grade on an assignment to expulsion from the University. Definitions, penalties, and procedures for dealing with plagiarism and cheating are set out in Trent University’s Academic Integrity Policy. You have a responsibility to educate yourself - unfamiliarity with the policy is not an excuse. You are strongly encouraged to visit Trent’s

Academic Integrity website to learn more: www.trentu.ca/academicintegrity.

Access to Instruction

It is Trent University's intent to create an inclusive learning environment. If a student has a disability and/or health consideration and feels that he/she may need accommodations to succeed in this course, the student should contact the Disability Services Office (BH Suite 132, 748-1281, disabilityservices@trentu.ca) as soon as possible. Complete text can be found under Access to Instruction in the Academic Calendar.

Trent in Oshawa contact the Disability Services Office, Kristina Murray - kristinamurray@trentu.ca  (Room 111, 905-435-5102 ext 5024).
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