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What would you say, if by the gradual adoption and diversified application of this single principle, you should see a new scene of things spread itself over the face of civilized society? - morals reformed, health preserved, industry invigorated, instruction diffused, public burthens lightened, economy seated as it were upon a rock, the gordian knot of the poor-laws not cut but untied - all by a simple idea in architecture?

~ Jeremy Bentham, The Panopticon Writings, 1787

Instructor: PROF. JANET MIRON, Department of History

Office: LEC S104




 

Office Hour:  Fridays, 3-4 PM, or by appointment

Phone: (705) 748-1011
Email: janetmiron@trentu.ca
Lecture : 
Friday 9:00 am to 10:50 am 
Location: 
OCA 205

Seminars :  
Friday 12:00 pm to 12:50 pm



   1:00 pm to 1:50 pm

                                       2:00 pm to 2:50 pm

Location: 
DNA B106

COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course explores the impulse to incarcerate that characterized many western countries from the late 1700s and into the modern day. While concentrating especially on Canada and the United States, the course employs a transnational approach that encompasses many other countries in the West as well. Through secondary literature and primary documents, we will be exploring the rise of institutions designed to segregate those labelled sick, deviant, dangerous, mad, or in need of reform, including penitentiaries, asylums, and residential and industrial schools. These institutions will be studied from the perspective of authorities, the public, and inmates themselves, and the changes and continuities that characterize their history will be mapped over time. The course consists of both weekly two-hour lecture and weekly one-hour seminar meetings.
COURSE GOALS

As a third year course, History 3711 provides a detailed investigation of the subject of incarceration, continuing to build on methodologies, debates, interpretations, interdisciplinary approaches, and historical skills learned in other history courses. Students will further develop their skills in historical research, analysis, interpretation, and problem solving, working with both primary and secondary sources, and critically evaluating the ideas and arguments of major thinkers in the field. Students will be encouraged to make use of the tools of interdisciplinary theory and historiography to situate their own original arguments in the context of ongoing historical debates and assess evidence critically. In essays and class discussions, students will hone their ability to communicate their ideas effectively and logically. On completing the course successfully, students should understand the basic conventions of historical writing, the rules of academic integrity and professionalism, the importance of personal initiative and accountability, and the evolving nature of historical knowledge.
COURSE EVALUATION
Analysis of Primary Documents
15% (2-3 pages)

3 February
Mid-Term Exam


30%



17 February

Research Essay


40% (12-15 pages)

9 March
Seminar Participation


15%
READINGS
Course Kit

On-line Articles and Documents

As a significant portion of our readings are on-line, you should try to collect all the materials and either print or save them onto your computer at the beginning of the term. Please contact the instructor well in advance of seminar if you are unable to find a reading; failing to locate an on-line reading will affect your participation grade.
TUTORIAL PARTICIPATION 

Your presence and participation at all tutorials are vital for the success of the course, and for your success in it. Attendance will be taken and marks deducted for unexcused absences. In the case of illness or emergency students should make an effort to contact the instructor beforehand. In order to prepare for tutorial, students should read the assigned readings and make notes, identifying underlying concepts, arguments and ideas, and pin-pointing the author's particular perspective or point of view. The tutorial grade is based on attendance and the quality and quantity of participation. You should aim to participate at least twice in seminar in order to receive a grade of C or higher for participation.
DEADLINES 

Deadlines are indicated on the outline. Unless there are documented extenuating circumstances, assignments submitted late will be penalized. The penalty for late submissions will be at the rate of 2% per day, to a maximum of two weeks, after which papers will not be accepted. 

BACKUP 

Be sure to back-up material on your computer regularly. Please note that computer or printer failure is not an acceptable excuse for lateness or loss of material. It is the responsibility of the student to keep a copy of all work handed in. 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY

Academic dishonesty, which includes plagiarism and cheating, is an extremely serious academic offence and carries penalties varying from a 0 grade on an assignment to expulsion from the University.  Definitions, penalties, and procedures for dealing with plagiarism and cheating are set out in Trent University’s Academic Integrity Policy. You have a responsibility to educate yourself - unfamiliarity with the policy is not an excuse. You are strongly encouraged to visit Trent’s Academic Integrity website to learn more - www.trentu.ca/academicintegrity. 

ACCESS TO INSTRUCTION

It is Trent University’s intent to create an inclusive learning environment. If a student has a disability and/or health consideration and feels that he/she may need accommodations to succeed in this course, the student should contact the Disability Services Office (BH Suite 132, 748-1281, disabilityservices@trentu.ca) as soon as possible. Complete text can be found under Access to Instruction in the Academic Calendar.

CONTACT OUTSIDE OF CLASS TIME
You are encouraged to speak with the professor about assignments and course material. whenever necessary. While I will not read over drafts of essays, I am happy to talk to you about your essays and offer direction. The best way to contact me is during my office hour. If you cannot make that time, we can arrange another time. 
ASSIGNMENTS 

For essay assignments, please use standard formatting on your word processor. Margins should be 1” on all sides, font should not be larger than 12, and pages must be numbered (do not number the title page). You must use an accepted format of either footnotes or endnotes; in-text citations are not accepted. It is preferable that you use the Chicago Manual of Style format. You must include a bibliography as well. Please retain all draft work for assignments; you may be requested to submit this material after the assignment deadline. Assignments must be submitted in LECTURE.
analysis of Primary documents
Two primary historical documents will be posted on WebCT. In a 2-3 page essay, you must critically analyze the two documents and devise an original argument/thesis that addresses their significance. In order to generate ideas, the following questions may be considered:

 What do these documents tell us about the period in which they were produced?  

 How do they add to our understanding of the past? 

 Why were they created? 

 Who wrote the documents?  

 What do the documents tell us about the authors? Are the authors’ perspectives evident?

 Who was the intended audience? 

 What are some of the strengths of each source?  

 What are some of the weaknesses? (Remember that there are limits to every source.)

 Is one more reliable than the other? Is one more problematic than the other?
Keep in mind that this is not a definitive list. You should not use these questions as a guide to organizing your essay, nor should you feel compelled to address each one. Instead, the questions are intended to encourage you to think critically about the primary documents -- their usefulness to the historian and their significance for understanding history. The focus of the assignment should be on critically assessing, rather than simply describing, the primary documents. Please feel free to ask your own questions of the sources. Although not required, you may want to consult and incorporate into your essay secondary source material. However, remember to always provide references whenever necessary.
RESEARCH ESSAY
A research paper of 12-15 pages is one of the main components of the course. It must be based on extensive secondary research. A minimum of ten secondary sources (scholarly books and articles) must be employed. In order to make the paper more critical and original, students must also use primary documents, many of which can be found on-line (i.e. see the databases: Early Canadiana On-line, The Making of America, Google Books, etc.) You should have at least eight references to primary documents in your essay. The paper must be organized around a central argument or thesis and critically analyze a specific topic pertaining to the history of incarceration. A list of suggested topics will be posted on WebCT, but students may also choose a topic of their own making.
MID-TERM EXAM
An in-class mid-term exam will take place on 17 February and will focus on all course material covered up to that point. This includes lectures, readings, and seminar discussions. Students will be expected to answer two essay questions (responses should be a minimum of five paragraphs each). Choice will be provided.
LECTURE and Seminar SCHEDULE
(**Unless otherwise noted, readings are from Course Kit.**)
13 JANUARY: INTRODUCTION
A. THE ESTABLISHMENT OF INSTITUTIONS IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY: IDEALS AND REALITIES
20 JANUARY: THE RISE OF THE PRISON 

Michel Foucault, “The Body of the Condemned,” in Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison, trans. By Alan Sheridan (New York: Vintage Books, 1977): 3-31.

David J. Rothman, “The Invention of the Penitentiary,” in The Discovery of the Asylum (Boston: Little, Brown, and Company, 1971): 80-108.

DAE Macdonell, “Warden’s Report, 1859,” Appendix to the seventeenth volume of the journals of the Legislative Assembly of the Province of Canada ... 29th January to 4th May, 1859 ... twenty-second year of the reign of ... Queen Victoria : being the 2nd session of the 6th Provincial Parliament of Canada (Toronto: R. Campbell, 1859). Available through Early Canadiana Online and on WebCT.

27 JANUARY: PRISON CULTURES AND CONTROL
Michel Foucault, “Panopticism,” in Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison, trans. By Alan Sheridan (New York: Vintage Books, 1977): 195-228.
L. Mara Dodge, "’One Female Prisoner is of More Trouble than Twenty Males’: Women Convicts in Illinois Prisons, 1835-1896," Journal of Social History 32 (Summer 1999): 907-930. Available through the Bata Library on-line indexes.
“The Kingston Penitentiary,” The Globe (28 August 1847). Available through the Bata Library on-line indexes.

“Our Penal Institutions,” The Labour Union (17 February 1883) and “The Diary of Percy E.” Reproduced in Joseph Berkovits, “’Us Poor Devils’: Prison Life and Culture in Ontario, 1874-1914,” PhD dissertation (University of Toronto, 2000): 470-483.
3 FEBRUARY: THE RISE OF THE LUNATIC ASYLUM

Barry Edginton, “Moral Architecture: The Influence of the York Retreat on Asylum Design,” Health and Place, vol. 3, no. 2 (June 1997): 91-99. Available through the Bata Library on-line indexes.
Danielle Terbenche, “’Curative’ and ‘Custodial’: Benefits of Patient Treatment at the Asylum for the Insane, Kingston, 1878-1906,” in Canadian Historical Review, vol. 86, no. 1 (2005): 29-52. Available through the Bata Library on-line indexes.
Phillipe Pinel, A Treatise on Insanity, trans. by DD Davis (Sheffield 1806): 89-102. Available through Google Books.

“Report of the Provincial Lunatic Asylum for the Year Ending November, 1851,” Appendix to the Eleventh Volume of the Journals of the Legislative Assembly of the Province of Canada, Session 1852-3, Appendix J. Available through Early Canadiana Online and on WebCT.

10 FEBRUARY: ASYLUMS AND THE EXPERIENCE OF CONFINEMENT
Geoffrey Reaume, “Accounts of Abuse of Patients at the Toronto Hospital for the Insane, 1883-1937,” Canadian Bulletin of Medical History, vol. 14, no. 1 (1997): 65-106.  Available through the Bata Library on-line indexes.
Dale Peterson, editor, A Mad People’s History of Madness (University of Pittsburgh Press, 1982), selected excerpts. 
WH Davenport, “Blackwell’s Island Lunatic Asylum,” Harper’s New Monthly Magazine, 32, 189 (1866): 276-94. Available through Google Books and in hard-copy in Bata Library.

17 FEBRUARY: IN-CLASS MID-TERM EXAM

No seminar.
24 FEBRUARY: READING BREAK

B. A GROWING WEB OF INSTITUTIONS

2 MARCH: INDUSTRIAL SCHOOLS
Joan Sangster, Girl Trouble: Female Delinquency in English Canada (Toronto: Between the Lines, 2002): chapter five.

Bryan Hogeveen, “Accounting for Violence at the Victoria Industrial School,” Histoire sociale/Social history (Volume 42, Number 83, Mai-May 2009): 147-174. Available through the Bata Library on-line indexes.
9 MARCH: RESIDENTIAL SCHOOLS
John Milloy, ’A National Crime’: The Canadian Government and the Residential School System, 1879-1986 (Winnipeg: University of Manitoba Press, 1999): chapters 3 and 5.
JR Miller, Shingwauk’s Vision: A History of Native Residential Schools (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1996): chapter 12.
C. THE TWENTIETH AND TWENTY-FIRST CENTURIES: PERSISTENCE, IRONY, AND PARADOX
16 MARCH: THE PRISON
Carolyn Strange, “The Undercurrents of Penal Culture: Punishment of the Body in Mid-Twentieth-Century Canada,” Law and History Review, vol. 19, no. 2 (Summer 2001): 343-385. Available through the Bata Library on-line indexes.
Oswald CJ Withrow, Shackling the Transgressor: An Indictment of the Canadian Penal System (Toronto: Thomas Nelson & Sons, Limited, 1933): vii-xi, 74-79, 104-110.

Eric Schlosser, "The Prison-Industrial Complex," The Atlantic Monthly 282 (December 1998), 51-78. Available on-line at: http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/1998/12/the-prison-industrial-complex/4669/
23 MARCH: PSYCHIATRIC HOSPITALS, INSTITUTIONS FOR THOSE LABELLED MENTALLY DISABLED, AND DEINSTITUTIONALIZATION
Harvey G. Simmons, Unbalanced: Mental Health Policy in Ontario, 1930-1989 (Toronto: Wall & Thompson, 1990): chapters 1 and 9. 
David Mechanic and David A. Rochefort, “Deinstitutionalization: An Appraisal of Reform,” Annual Review of Sociology, vol. 16. (1990): 301-327. Available through the Bata Library on-line indexes.
Pierre Berton, “What’s Wrong at Orillia: Out of Sight – Out of Mind,” Toronto Star (6 January 1960): News 31. Available through the Bata Library on-line indexes (Pro-Quest).

“Orillia Charges ‘True,’” Toronto Star (7 January 1960): 1. Available through the Bata Library on-line indexes (Pro-Quest).

“Demand More Hospitals for Retarded Children,” and “Must Improve Hospital – CCF,” Toronto Star (9 January 1960): 53. Available through the Bata Library on-line indexes (Pro-Quest).
30 MARCH: CONCLUSION
Clifford J. Levy, “For Mentally Ill, Death and Misery,” New York Times (28 April 2002). Available on-line.

 “California Prison Judgment Shines Light on Human Indignity,” Globe and Mail (26 May 2011). Available on-line and through the Bata Library on-line indexes.
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