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History 3011H
Everyday History

Lecture: Mondays 13:00 – 14:50
Rm: GCS 114
Trent University, Department of History

Peterborough

Winter 2012
	Professor: Christopher Dummitt


	cdummitt@trentu.ca
705 748-1011  x 7224
Office 
CC G23
Office Hours

· Mondays 11:00-12:00

· Wednesdays 11:00 – 12:00



Course Description

History 3011 is a behind-the-scenes history of everyday life in Canada.  Each week we will put one part of everyday life in contemporary Canada under the historical microscope. The topics vary from social practices we engage in (drinking, barbecuing, having sex) to the cultural ideas and institutions that are part of Canadian life (national symbols like the Group of Seven, the Mounties and the CBC). 

The goals are several: to expose the complex histories that underpin even the most basic features of everyday life; to point out the sometimes radically different ways people lived and thought in the past, and the different visions of the future that have and have not come to pass; and to open up a sense of possibility, an awareness of the contingency of our everyday life, how it is the result of an ongoing process of historical creation. History is not just something that happened in the past. We are living it now.

The format of the course is a 2 hour weekly lecture and 1 hour weekly tutorial.

Required Readings
· HIST 3011 Coursepack available in Trent Bookstore

· Online readings on course MyLearning site

Assignments



Grade
Due Date
Participation




20%

N/A 
Annotated Bibliography


15%

5 February (10PM)
Research Essay



35%

25 March (10PM)
Final Exam




30%

TBA
WebCT/My Learning System
Please make sure to regularly check the course files on the WebCT/MyLearning system as a great deal of what is done in this course will be conducted through the course site.

You will submit all your assignments online through this site.

You will also be able to find:

· Some  course readings

· Lecture outlines

· Course syllabus

· Details on assignments

· Updates on the class schedule including any changes of dates, class cancellations, etc

Assignments

1. Tutorial Participation

We will meet in tutorials in this course on a weekly basis. 

Discussion in tutorial will focus on the readings assigned for each week from the coursepack and online. Participation includes attending class, completing the readings, participating in class discussion each week, and listening to and responding to other students and the instructor. 

I assume that life can sometimes be surprising and allow for one unpenalized absence per semester. After this, absences can significantly lower participation grades. 

Those students who find it difficult to speak in tutorials, please see me about how you can best ensure that you don’t unduly suffer in this area.

2. Everyday History Essay
Annotated bibliography due: 5 February (online via MyLearning)

Essay due: 25 March (online via MyLearning) 
This assignment gives you a chance to do what we will be doing in the course all year: write the history of something that is ‘everyday’. In consultation with me you will choose a topic of everyday life that you want to explore. Your goal is to explain how and why our contemporary understanding of this everyday thing came about. How does an understanding of history complicate and/or enrich our contemporary awareness? Have there been radically different perspectives that are now forgotten? If so, why? 

Use the lecture topics as inspiration. For example, in place of my lecture on ‘Why can’t I buy beer at the corner store?’ you could write an essay asking ‘Why does everything I buy seem to say “Made in China”?’. Or, instead of my lecture on the history of the barbecue, you could write an essay on the history of the front lawn. All of these topics, while seemingly mundane, can lead to essays that explore a great deal of complicated subjects including industrial policy, manufacturing, labour and international trade (for the Made in China essay) to homeownership, the environment and gender (for the front lawn essay). Think big.
Your first task, after devising a question to ask  and write on, will be to come up with an annotated bibliography. This will be the point at which you determine whether there is enough academic material available to enable you to write the paper. Please consult with me to help you come up with sources. The bibliography should list 5-7 academic sources (books and/or articles) and briefly explain (in 2-3 sentences) the importance/relevance of each to the topic.

The final essay should be 9-11 pages in length (typed, double spaced, 12 pt font) and should draw on 5-7 academic sources. 

The essay should be analytical. It should answer a thoughtful question that probes how and/or why something has happened in the past. Try to avoid giving simply factual and descriptive accounts of the history of some particular historical practice. 

So, for example, if you were to look at a history of Christmas, you could ask a question such as ‘why do we give gifts at Christmas?’ In answering the question the essay would need to analyze the historical reasons for this. No doubt this would look to, amongst other things, longstanding gift-giving practices in our culture, and especially to the rise of a consumer culture in the 20th century. In other words, you would not just be describing how Christmas was different in the past. You would be making an argument about how and why Christmas has come to be celebrated in the way that it currently is by you. In doing this you would have to make a coherent argument drawing on historical evidence as presented by other historians. 

If you have any doubts about this, please do come to see me in my office hours.

3. Final Exam

The final exam will be written in the university exam period at the end of the year. The exam will consist of a mixture of short answer and essay questions. I will outline the exact details, and go over sample questions in the final lecture of the  term.
Assignment Submission 

Unless indicated otherwise, all assignments are to be submitted electronically via the course MyLearning site.

A late penalty of 2% off the final assignment grade will be deducted for each day that an assignment is late.

Academic Integrity 

Academic dishonesty, which includes plagiarism and cheating, is an extremely serious academic offence and carries penalties varying from a 0 grade on an assignment to expulsion from the University.  Definitions, penalties, and procedures for dealing with plagiarism and cheating are set out in Trent University’s Academic Integrity Policy. You have a responsibility to educate yourself - unfamiliarity with the policy is not an excuse. You are strongly encouraged to visit Trent’s Academic Integrity website to learn more - www.trentu.ca/academicintegrity. 

Access to Instruction


It is Trent University’s intent to create an inclusive learning environment. If a student has a disability and/or health consideration and feels that he/she may need accommodations to succeed in this course, the student should contact the Disability Services Office (BH Suite 132, 748-1281, disabilityservices@trentu.ca) as soon as possible. Complete text can be found under Access to Instruction in the Academic Calendar.

Weekly Schedule
Week 1 

9 January – Lecture

The History of Everyday Life
No Tutorial
Week 2

16 January – Lecture
Thinking Like a Historian

Tutorial 
E H Carr, What is History? 2nd ed (London: Penguin, 1987 [1990]), chapter 1 “The Historian and His Facts,’ 7-30. [coursepack]
Margaret Macmillan, The Uses and Abuses of History (Toronto: Penguin, 2008), chapter 8 ‘History as a Guide,’ p 139-164. [coursepack]
Week 3

23 January – Lecture
Why do men barbecue? Caveman myth, suburban history
Tutorial 
Sylvia D Hoffert, ‘Gender as a Historical Category,’ in Sylvia D Hoffert, A History of Gender in America: Essays, Documents, and Articles (New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 2003), 1-11. [coursepack]
Joan Scott, ‘Gender: A Useful Category of Historical Analysis,’ in Joan Scott, Gender and the Politics of History Rev. ed. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1999), 28-50. [online book via TOPCAT]
Week 4

30 January – Lecture
Why Can’t I Buy Beer at the Corner Store? The historical residue and modern meanings of temperance  
Tutorial 
Peter DeLottinville, ‘Joe Beef of Montreal: Working-Class Culture and the Tavern, 1869-1889,’ Labour/Le Travail 8/9 (Autumn 1981 / Spring 1982): 9-40.  [PDF – MyLearning]
Lorna McLean, ‘ “Deserving” Wives and “Drunken” Husbands: Wife Beating, Marital Conduct and the Law in Ontario, 1850-1910,’ Histoire Social/ Social History 35: 69 (2002) : 59-81. [PDF – MyLearning]
Week 5

6 February – Lecture

Desire over pleasure: A modern history of advertising
Tutorial 

Thomas Frank, The Conquest of Cool: Business Culture, Counterculture and the Rise of Hip Consumerism (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1997), 34-73.
Week 6

13 February – Lecture
YMCA, the Village People and the history of sexuality

Tutorial 
Paul Jackson, ‘Queer Servicemen Overseas,’ in Jackson, One of the Boys: Homosexuality in the Military During World War II (Montreal and Kingston: McGill-Queen’s University Press, 2004), 182-220. [online book via TOPCAT]
Cameron Duder, ‘Lesbian Social Worlds, 1900-1950,’ in Duder, Awfully Devoted Women: Lesbian Lives in Canada, 1900-1965 (Vancouver: University of British Columbia Press, 2010), 62-73.
Winter Reading Week 

no classes

Week 7

27 February – Lecture
‘It’s a free country!’: The Canadian Rights Revolution

Tutorial 

Stephanie Bangarth, ‘The Second World War and Canada’s Early Human Rights Movement: The Asian Canadian Experience,’ in Janet Miron ed, A History of Human Rights: Essential Issues (Toronto: Canadian Scholars’ Press, 2009), 61-77. [coursepack]
Sandra Djwa, ‘Johovah’s Knight Errant,’ in Djwa, The Politics of the Imagination: A Life of F.R. Scott (Toronto: McClelland and Stewart, 1987), 297-317. [coursepack]
Week 8

5 March – Lecture

Turning on, and tuning in: The historical complexity of Canadian culture
Tutorial 
Ryan Edwardson, ‘Kicking Uncle Sam Out of the Peaceable Kingdom: English-Canadian “New Nationalism” and Americanization,’ Journal of Canadian Studies 37:4 (2003): 131-150. [coursepack]
Steven High, ‘The Narcissism of Small Differences: The Invention of Canadian English,’ in Magda Fahrni and Robert Rutherdale eds, Creating Postwar Canada: Community, Diversity and Dissent, 1945-1975 (Vancouver: University of British Columbia Press, 2008), 89-110. [coursepack]
Week 9

12 March – Lecture 

The Group of Seven: Nationalist Mythology Debated
Tutorial 
Lynda Jessup, ‘The Group of Seven and the Tourist Landscape in Western Canada, or the more things change…,’  Journal of Canadian Studies 37 :1 (2002): 144-171.
Week 10

19 March – Lecture
Can a Mountie wear a turban? Multiculturalism and the Nation
Tutorial 
Michael Adams, ‘Immigration, Multiculturalism, and Canadian Identity,’ in Adams, Unlikely Utopia: The Surprising Triumph of Canadian Pluralism (Toronto: Viking, 2007), 1-42. [coursepack]
Eva Mackey, ’Managing the House of Difference: Official Multiculturalism,’ in Mackey, The House of Difference: Cultural Politics and National Identity in Canada (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2002), 50-70. [online book via TOPCAT]
Week 11

26 March – Lecture  

Film: The M-Word (Dir Lalita Krishna, 2007)
No Tutorial
Week 12

2 April – Lecture
Review Session
No Tutorial
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