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This course examines the historical background of contemporary Africa through a broad survey of the continent’s history from the Iron Age to the eve of colonial conquest in the late nineteenth century.  Looking mostly at Sub-Saharan Africa, the course will stress the diversity of African societies and how they have changed over time.  Important pre-colonial themes will include the development of technologies and trade, the movement of people and languages, the rise of centralized states and stateless societies, and the impact of the Trans-Atlantic slave trade and the Trans-Saharan slave trade.  Rather than simply narrating a series of dates and events, special attention will be given to historical processes, trends and debates.

DAY/TIME/LOCATION:  

Lecture:  Monday 2:00-3:50 pm   Location:  SC 103
Seminars: Monday  5:00 – 5:50 pm   Location: CC l1

                   Monday  6:00 – 6:50 pm                    CC l1                      

                   Monday  7:00 – 7:50 pm                    CC l1

Office Hours: Monday 12:00 – 1:00 pm    Location: LEC S101.7
REQUIRED TEXT

Erik Gilbert and Jonathan T. Reynolds, Africa in World History: From Prehistory to the Present, Upper Saddle River, N.J.: Pearson, 2nd edition, 2008.

Seminar Readings are to be obtained online from JSTOR accessible through the Trent Library website.

EVALUATION

Participation 10%

Book Review 20%

Research Paper 40%

Final Examination 30%

DEADLINES/IMPORTANT DATES

Book Review: February 13 2011

Submit Research Paper: March 26 2011

Exam: TBA (between April 9 - 24)
BOOK REVIEW:  Students will select one of the following books and complete a book review following the Book Review Guidelines (below): 
Bay, Edna G. Wives of the Leopard: Gender, Politics, and Culture in the Kingdom of 

  Dahomey. Charlottesville: University of Virginia Press, 1998. 

Curto, Jose. Enslaving Spirits: The Portuguese-Brazilian Alcohol Trade at Luanda and 

  its Hinterland, c. 1550-1830. Leiden and Boston: Brill Academic Publishers, 2004. 

Law, Robin. Ouidah: The Social History of a West African Slaving Port, 1727–1892. 
  Athens: Ohio University Press, 2004.

Lovejoy, Paul. Transformations in Slavery: A History of Slavery in Africa. Cambridge: 
  Cambridge University Press, 2011, 3rd edition.

Mann, Kristin. Slavery and the Birth of an African City: Lagos, 1760-1900. Bloomington: 

  Indiana University Press, 2007. 

Robinson, David.  The Holy War of Umar Tal: The Western Sudan in the Mid-Nineteenth 
  Century. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1985.

Rockel, Steven J. Carriers of Culture: Labor on the Road in Nineteenth-Century East 
  Africa. Portsmouth: Heinemann, 2006. 
Sheriff, Abdul. Slaves, Spices and Ivory in Zanzibar: Integration of an East African 
  Commercial Empire into the World Economy, 1770-1873. London: J. Currey, 1987. 
Thornton, John K. Africa and Africans in the Making of the Atlantic World, 1400-1680. 
  Cambridge, 1992.

Vansina, Jan. Oral Tradition: A Study in Historical Methodology. Chicago, 1965, (trans. 

  from the original 1960 French edition by H. M. Wright).

Book Review Guidelines:
The Book Review will be between 500-1000 words in length.  The following categories of analysis will help you to develop your book review:

1) Intent: What are the major objectives (themes/arguments/ideas) of the book?

2) Sources: What sources are used: primary and/or secondary, written and/or other?
3) Methodology: (a) How do the sources used impact the major themes, arguments, ideas advanced? (b) What techniques (quantitative history, oral history, etc.) does the author use to bring out the most important aspects of the sources? (c) Was this the most appropriate method? 

4) Effectiveness: Does the author get his/her themes, arguments, and ideas across successfully?

5) Your Informed/Educated Opinion: Why is your response to this book (ie., the author’s themes, arguments, and ideas) positive or negative?

Beyond these guidelines you are encouraged to read a few professional book reviews in leading periodicals of the field: Journal of African History, International Journal of African Historical Studies, African Economic History, Canadian Journal of African Studies, Cahiers d’Etudes Africaines, The Journal of World History.
RESEARCH PAPER: Producing a research paper is a central activity of this course.  You are free to select any topic relating to African history before 1880.  However, students are strongly advised to consult with the instructor before finalizing their topics.  The paper should be roughly 2000 words long with footnotes or endnotes and a bibliography. The paper must be typed/word processed.  Research papers are expected to make extensive use of appropriate secondary sources such as academic journal articles and books.  Students should avoid using course texts, lecture notes or websites (online academic resources like JSTOR are fine) as cited sources in essays. Late assignments will NOT BE ACCEPTED.  If you have a problem meeting a deadline, come and discuss it with the instructor.  Extensions can be granted when appropriate.

PARTICIPATION: Your presence and participation at all tutorials are vital for the success of the course, and for your success in it.  Attendance will be taken and marks deducted for unexcused absences.  In the case of illness or emergency students should make an effort to contact the instructor beforehand.  In order to prepare for tutorial, students should read the assigned reading(s) and make notes, picking out the underlying concepts, arguments and ideas, and pin-pointing the author's particular perspective or point of view.  The tutorial grade is based on attendance and the quality and quantity of participation.  You should aim to participate at least twice in seminar in order to receive a grade of C or higher for this component of the course.
EXAMINATION:   The final exam will be three hours in length and test students on all course lectures and readings.  Students will be asked to write two essays from a choice of several questions and answer 5 identification questions from a choice of at least ten terms.  
COURSE GOALS:  As a second year course, The Emergence of Modern Africa Before c.1880  (2401-H) is intended to introduce students to the subject of African History and related historical debates, interpretations, methodologies, and intersections with other disciplines. Students will be encouraged to conduct independent research and gather, review, evaluate, and interpret secondary evidence; explore different approaches to problem solving while critically assessing the ideas of other historians; formulate original historical arguments in a critical and analytical fashion; and communicate the results of their studies orally and in writing. Students will be encouraged to develop their written and oral communication skills through research essays and class discussion developing their critical thinking and ability to conceptualize. Students on completing the course successfully should understand the basic conventions of historical writing, the rules of academic integrity and professionalism, the importance of personal initiative and accountability, and the evolving nature of historical knowledge. 

STRUCTURE: Every session will consist of a lecture with a background reading assigned from the Gilbert and Reynolds textbook.  Every lecture will be followed by a seminar discussion of a more specialized reading to be obtained from JSTOR (see above under required texts).

COURSE OUTLINE

9 January: Introduction - The Rise of African History/ Methodological Development/Continental Survey of Major Time Periods
Video: The Africans: The Nature of A Continent
Background Reading: Gilbert and Reynolds, pp. xvii-xx; 1-36 (preface and chapters 1 and 2).

Seminar Reading: Vansina, Jan, “Historical Tales (Ibiteekerezo) and the History of Rwanda,” History in Africa, Vol. 27 (2000) 375-414.

16 January: The Expansion of Bantu Languages and Early Iron Age

Background Reading: Gilbert and Reynolds, pp. 37-62 (chapter 3).

Seminar Reading: Vansina, Jan “New Linguistic Evidence and 'the Bantu Expansion'

The Journal of African History, Vol. 36, No. 2 (1995): 173-195. 

23 January:   The Rise of Ancient Civilizations in Africa

Background Reading: Gilbert and Reynolds, pp 63-81 (Chapter 4)

Seminar Reading: John Henrik Clarke. Review. “Cheikh Anta Diop and the New Light on African History” The African Origin of Civilization: Myth or Reality. by Cheikh Anta Diop; Mercer Cook.  Transition, No. 46 (1974): 74-76 

Bekerie, Ayele, “The Ancient African Past and the Field of Africana Studies,”

Journal of Black Studies, Vol. 37, No. 3, Sustaining Black Studies (Jan., 2007): 445-460. 

30 January: The Trans-Sahara Trade and Associated Empires (c.400-1600)

Background Reading: Gilbert and Reynolds, pp. 82-116 (chapters 5 and 6).

Seminar Reading: Alpern, Stanley, “Did They or Didn’t They Invent It? Iron in Sub-Saharan Africa,” History in Africa, Vol. 33 (2005) 41-94.

Hunwick, John. “Ahmad Baba on Slavery,” Sudanic Africa, Vol. 11 (2000): 131-159.
6 February: East and Southern Africa in the Later Iron Age (c.1000-1600)

Background Reading: Gilbert and Reynolds, pp. 117-136 (chapter 7).

Seminar Reading:   Kusimba, Chapurukha M.  “The Social Context of Iron Forging on the Kenya Coast,” Africa: Journal of the International African Institute, Vol. 66, No. 3 (1996): 386-410 

Wilkinson, J.C. “Oman and East Africa: New Light on Early Kilwan History from the Omani Sources,” The International Journal of African Historical Studies , Vol. 14, No. 2 (1981): 272-305. 

13 February: West Africa and West-Central Africa and the Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade (c.1500-1800)

Background Reading: Gilbert and Reynolds, pp. 137- 200 (chapters 8 and 9).

Seminar Reading: Klein, Martin, “The Slave Trade and Decentralized Societies,” Journal of African History, Vol. 42 (2001): 49-65.

****Book Review Due

20 February - No Class or Tutorials - Reading Week

27 February: The Rise of New Empires and Trade in Northern Africa, Southern and Eastern Africa (c.1500-1800)

Background Reading: Gilbert and Reynolds, pp. 201-243 (chapters 10 and 11).

Seminar Reading: Gutelius, David P.V. “The Path Is Easy and the Benefits Large: The Nāṣiriyya, Social Networks and Economic Change in Morocco, 1640-1830”

The Journal of African History , Vol. 43, No. 1 (2002): 27-49. 

Kusimba, Chapurukha M. “The Archaeology of Slavery in East Africa,” The African Archaeological Review , Vol. 21, No. 2 (Jun., 2004): 59-88. 

5 March: West Africa in the 1800s: Islamic Jihads, Legitimate Commerce and the Abolition of the Slave Trade 

Background Reading: Gilbert and Reynolds, (Background Reading already covered - Review chapter 6).

Seminar Reading: “The Islamic Revolution of Futa Toro,” International Journal of African Historical Studies ,Vol. 8 No.2 (1975): 185-221.

12 March: Colonial Expansion, African Resistance and New States: Southern Africa, Central Africa and West Africa

Background Reading: Gilbert and Reynolds, pp. 244-264; 265-286 (chapters 12 and 13).

Seminar Reading: Etherington, Norman, “A Tempest in a Teapot? Nineteenth Century Contests for Land in South Africa’s Caledon Valley and the Invention of the Mfecane,” Journal of African History, Vol. 45 (2004): 203-219.

19 March: West-Central Africa and East Africa in the 1800s: Invasions from the South, the Slave Trade and European Explorers 

Background Reading: (Background reading already covered)
Seminar Reading: Reid, Richard, “Images of an African Ruler: Kabaka Mutesa of Buganda, 1857-84,” History in Africa, Vol. 26 (1999): 269-298.

26 March: Women in African Societies
Video: Asante Market Women

Background Reading:  Gilbert and Reynolds, (Background Reading already covered - Review chapters 2, 3, and 4).
Seminar Reading: Thornton, John K., “Legitimacy and Political Power: Queen Njinga, 1624-1663,” The Journal of African History, Vol. 32 (1991): 25-40.
Tucker, Judith E., “Problems in the Historiography of Women in the Middle East: The Case of Nineteenth- Century Egypt,” International Journal of Middle East Studies, Vol. 15 (1983): 321-336.
****Research Paper Due

2 April: Course conclusion – Review for Examination

9- 24 April: Examination (exact date and time TBA)

Academic Integrity, which includes plagiarism and cheating, is an extremely serious academic offence and carries penalties varying from a 0 grade on an assignment to expulsion from the University.  Definitions, penalties, and procedures for dealing with plagiarism and cheating are set out in Trent University’s Academic Integrity Policy. You have a responsibility to educate yourself – unfamiliarity with the policy is not an excuse. You are strongly encouraged to visit Trent’s Academic Integrity website to learn more – www.trentu.ca/academicintegrity. 

Access to Instruction: It is Trent University’s intent to create an inclusive learning environment. If a student has a disability and/or health consideration and feels that he/she may need accommodations to succeed in this course, the student should contact the Disability Services Office (BH Suite 132; 748-1281;     MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor disabilityservices@trentu.ca
) as soon as possible. 

