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The title of this course is a vestige of earlier approaches to Canadian history. Even after the entrenchment of the Euro-Canadian government, there were competing visions of what Canada was and limited notions of who a Canadian was and what rights they should have. Thus, the idea that there is one narrative to the history of Canada and that people “progressed” towards political confederation warrants our critical examination. In this course, we will be exploring different scholarly interpretations of the country’s history, focusing on the politics of inclusion/exclusion, the variegated nature of Canadians’ experiences, and the rich array of cultures and communities that existed prior to the 1900s. 

This course examines the history of the region that would eventually form Canada prior to the twentieth century. Although Confederation occurs at the end of our period, most of the people living in the colonies that were established in northern North America had no idea that they would become part of a transcontinental dominion, nor were they treated as equals either before or after 1867. The movement towards Confederation was not inevitable, but there were important developments that took place during the period covered by this course. Consequently, the major political, social, and economic changes that took place between 1760 and the 1870s will be explored, as well as some of the historical debates surrounding these developments. The course will examine the impact of these changes on different groups in Canadian society, such as women, First Nations peoples, and the emerging working class. In addition, it will address the cultural conflict and accommodation that occurred between First Nations and Europeans, francophones and anglophones, and new immigrant groups and those born in Canada. Canada’s history prior to the British Conquest, including both First Nations’ societies and New France, will be our starting point in order to provide essential context and background. 
While exploring the history of colonial Canada, the course also seeks to familiarize students with the methodologies and tools of the historian through both readings and assignments. Primary sources (materials produced during the period under study) and secondary sources (sources produced by people studying the respective period) will be employed to develop students’ skills of critical analysis. The format of the course consists of a weekly two-hour lecture and a weekly one-hour seminar.
COURSE GOALS

As a second year course, History 2311 is intended to introduce students to Canadian history from 1763 to 1873. Students will be encouraged to conduct independent research and gather, review, evaluate, and interpret primary and secondary evidence; explore different approaches to problem solving while critically assessing the ideas of other historians; formulate original historical arguments in a critical and analytical fashion; and communicate the results of their studies orally and in writing. Students will be encouraged to develop their written and oral communication skills through research essays and class discussion, developing their critical thinking and ability to conceptualize. On completing the course successfully, students should understand the basic conventions of historical writing, the rules of academic integrity and professionalism, the importance of personal initiative and accountability, and the evolving nature of historical knowledge.
READINGS
· On-line articles and primary documents available through the Trent University Bata Library, WebCT, and other internet sites
As all of our readings are on-line, you should try to collect all the materials and either print or save them onto your computer at the beginning of the term. Please contact the instructor well in advance of seminar if you are unable to find a reading; failing to locate an on-line reading will affect your participation grade. Most secondary sources are also available in hard-copy in the library.
Suggested Reading
While not mandatory, you may want to consult a general text-book in Canadian history to help you with the lectures and assignments. There are many decent ones available, including J. M. Bumsted, The Peoples of Canada: A Pre-Confederation History and Margaret Conrad and Alvin Finkel, History of the Canadian Peoples: Beginnings to 1867. You can find these in the library and in new and used bookstores.

COURSE EVALUATION 

 Primary Document Analysis (2-3 pages): 15% (26 January)

Mid-Term Exam: 30% (16 February)

Research Paper (8-10 pages): 40% (15 March)

Tutorial Participation: 15%
TUTORIAL PARTICIPATION 

Your presence and participation at all tutorials are vital for the success of the course, and for your success in it. Attendance will be taken and marks deducted for unexcused absences. In the case of illness or emergency students should make an effort to contact the instructor beforehand. In order to prepare for tutorial, students should read the assigned reading(s) and make notes, picking out the underlying concepts, arguments and ideas, and pin-pointing the author's particular perspective or point of view. The tutorial grade is based on attendance and the quality and quantity of participation. You should aim to participate at least twice in seminar in order to receive a grade of C or higher for this component of the course.

DEADLINES 

Deadlines are indicated on the outline. Unless there are documented extenuating circumstances, assignments submitted late will be penalized. The penalty for late submissions will be at the rate of 2% per day, to a maximum of two weeks, after which papers will not be accepted. 

BACKUP 

Be sure to back-up material on your computer regularly. Please note that computer or printer failure is not an acceptable excuse for lateness or loss of material. It is the responsibility of the student to keep a copy of all work handed in. 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY


Academic dishonesty, which includes plagiarism and cheating, is an extremely serious academic offence and carries penalties varying from a 0 grade on an assignment to expulsion from the University.  Definitions, penalties, and procedures for dealing with plagiarism and cheating are set out in Trent University’s Academic Integrity Policy. You have a responsibility to educate yourself - unfamiliarity with the policy is not an excuse. You are strongly encouraged to visit Trent’s Academic Integrity website to learn more - www.trentu.ca/academicintegrity. 
ACCESS TO INSTRUCTION

It is Trent University’s intent to create an inclusive learning environment. If a student has a disability and/or health consideration and feels that he/she may need accommodations to succeed in this course, the student should contact the Disability Services Office (BH Suite 132, 748-1281, disabilityservices@trentu.ca) as soon as possible. Complete text can be found under Access to Instruction in the Academic Calendar.

CONTACT OUTSIDE OF CLASS TIME
You are encouraged to speak with the professor about assignments, course material, etc. whenever necessary. While I will not read over drafts of essays, I am happy to talk to you about your essays and offer direction. The best way to contact me is during my office hour. If you cannot make that time, we can arrange another time. 

ASSIGNMENTS 

For both essay assignments, please use standard formatting on your word processor. Margins should be 1” on all sides and font should not be larger than 12. You must use an accepted format of either footnotes or endnotes; in-text citations are not accepted. It is preferable that you use the Chicago Manual of Style format. You must include a bibliography as well. Do not number your title page. Please retain all draft work for all assignments; you may be requested to submit this material after the assignment deadline. Assignments must be submitted in LECTURE.
Primary Document Analysis 
The first assignment consists of a 2-3 page critical analysis of a primary historical document that will be posted on WebCT. 

Carefully read the primary source and, as a starting point, think about the following questions:  

 What does this document tell us about the period in which it was produced?  

 How does it add to our understanding of the past? 

 What was the purpose of it?  

 Who wrote the document?  

 What does the document tell us about the author?  Is the author’s perspective evident?

 Who was the intended audience? 

 What are some of the strengths or weaknesses of this source? How might it be problematic? What should be taken into account when using this source? (Remember that there are limits to every source.) 
Keep in mind that this is not a definitive list. You should not use these questions as a guide to organizing your essay, nor should you feel compelled to answer every one. Rather, the questions are intended to encourage you to think critically about the primary document and its usefulness to the historian. The focus of the assignment should be on critically assessing, rather than simply describing, a primary document. Please feel free to ask your own questions of the source. In addition, you may want to consult and incorporate into your essay secondary source material. However, remember to always provide references whenever necessary.
Major Research Paper 

A research paper of 8-10 pages is one of the main components of the course. It must be based on extensive secondary research; a minimum of eight secondary sources (scholarly, peer-reviewed books and articles) must be employed. In order to make the paper more critical and original, students must also use primary documents, many of which can be found on-line (i.e. see the database, Early Canadiana On-line.) You should have at least five references to primary documents in your essay. The paper must be organized around a central argument or thesis and critically analyze a specific topic pertaining to pre-1880s Canadian history. A list of suggested topics will be posted on WebCT, but you may also explore a topic not on the list.
In-Class Mid-Term Exam
An in-class mid-term exam will take place on 16 February and will focus on all course material covered up to that point. This includes lectures, readings, and seminar discussions. Students will be expected to answer three short identifications (one paragraph each) and one essay question (minimum of five paragraphs). Choice will be provided.
LECTURE AND SEMINAR SCHEDULE

12 JANUARY: INTRODUCTION

19 JANUARY: EUROPEAN-ABORIGINAL CONTACT ZONES AND EUROPEAN COLONIZATION
Bruce G. Trigger, “Early Native North American Responses to European Contact: Romantic versus Rationalistic Interpretations,” The Journal of American History, vol. 77, no. 4 (March 1991): 1195-1215.

Jon Parmenter, “L'Arbre de Paix: Eighteenth-Century Franco-Iroquois Relations,” French Colonial History, vol. 4 (2003): 63-80.

26 JANUARY:IMPERIAL CONFLICT AND RIVALRY: THE CONQUEST
Naomi Griffiths, “Acadians in Exile: The Experiences of the Acadians in the British Seaports,” Acadiensis, vol. 4, no. 1 (Fall 1974): 67-84.
Donald W. Olson et al, “Perfect Tide, Ideal Moon: An Unappreciated Aspect of Wolfe’s Generalship at Quebec, 1759,” William and Mary Quarterly, 3rd series, vol. LIX, no. 4 (October 2002): 957-974.
The Royal Proclamation of October 7, 1763. On WebCT and available on-line at:

http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/whats-on/treaties-exhibition/014001-1000-e.html
2 FEBRUARY: CHALLENGES TO BRITISH RULE, 1763-1812
Harvey Amani Whitfield, “Black Loyalists and Black Slaves in Maritime Canada,” History Compass vol. 5, no. 6 (November 2007): 1980-1997.
George Sheppard, “Cool Calculators,” in Plunder, Profit, and Paroles: A Social History of the War of 1812 in Upper Canada (Kingston and Montreal: McGill-Queen’s University Press, 1994): chapter 3. Electronic book available through Trent Library.

9 FEBRUARY: REBELLION TO RESPONSIBLE GOVERNMENT 
Allan Greer, “1837-38: Rebellion Reconsidered,” Canadian Historical Review, vol. 76, no. 1 (March 1995): 1-18.
Ian Radforth, “Political Demonstrations and Spectacles during the Rebellion Losses Controversy in Upper Canada,” Canadian Historical Review, vol. 92, no. 1 (March 2011): 1-41.
16 FEBRUARY: MID-TERM EXAM
No seminar.

1 MARCH: INDUSTRIALIZATION: GENDER, CLASS, AND ETHNICITY
Ruth Bleasdale, “Class Conflict on the Canals of Upper Canada in the 1840s,” Labour/Le Travail, vol. 7 (Spring 1981): 9-39

Bettina Bradbury, “Pigs, Cows, and Boarders Non-Wage Forms of Survival among Montreal Families, 1861-1891,” Labour/Le Travail, vol. 14 (Fall 1984): 9-46.
8 MARCH: DEFINING THE LIBERAL ORDER: SOCIAL REFORM AND REGULATION

Geoffrey Bilson, “The Cholera Epidemic in Saint John, NB, 1854,” Acadiensis, vol. 4, no. 1 (Fall 1974): 85-99. 

David A. Sutherland, “Voluntary Societies and the Process of Middle-class Formation in Early-Victorian Halifax, Nova Scotia,” Journal of the Canadian Historical Association, vol. 5 (1994): 237-263.
“The Coloured People and the Common Schools,” The Globe, 3 January 1863, pages 1-2. Available on WebCT and through on-line database: The Globe and Mail: Canada’s Heritage from 1844, http://heritage.theglobeandmail.com/
15 MARCH: CONFEDERATION
Ged Martin, “Launching Canadian Confederation: Means to Ends, 1836-1864,” The Historical Journal, vol. 27, no. 3 (Sept. 1984): 575-602.
Ged Martin, “John A. MacDonald and the Bottle,” Journal of Canadian Studies/Revue d'Etudes canadiennes, vol. 40, no. 3, (Fall 2006): 162-185.
"La Confédération!" La scie, Vol. II, no 2, (2 December 1864). Library and Archives Canada. On WebCT and available on-line at:
http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/confederation/023001-6020-e.html
22 MARCH: QUEBEC IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY

Jan Noel, “Dry Patriotism: The Chiniquy Crusade,” Canadian Historical Review, vol. 71, no. 2 (June 1990): 189-207.
Dan Horner, “Shame upon you as men!”: Contesting Authority in the Aftermath of Montreal’s Gavazzi Riot,” Histoire sociale/Social History, vol. 44, no. 87 (May 2011): 29-52

29 MARCH: FIRST NATIONS IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY
Adele Perry, “From ‘the hot-bed of vice’ to the ‘good and well-ordered Christian home’: First Nations Housing and Reform in Nineteenth-Century British Columbia,” Ethnohistory, vol. 50, no. 4 (Fall 2003): 587-610.
Sylvia Van Kirk, “From ‘Marrying-In’ to ‘Marrying-Out’: Changing Patterns of Aboriginal/Non-Aboriginal Marriage in Colonial Canada,” Frontiers: A Journal of Women Studies, vol. 23, no. 3 (2002): 1-11.
Indian Amendment Act, 1885 (read pages 107-121). Available on WebCT and through Trent’s e-resources.

5 APRIL: CONCLUSION
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