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Course Description and Goals: 
History 2383H is a Web Half-Course which critically analyzes the subject of Canada at War in the 20th Century. 
By examining thematic issues from diverse and often contradictory perspectives, History 2382H will introduce you to Canadian military history and familiarize you with related historical debates, interpretations, methodologies, and intersections with other disciplines First-hand accounts comprise an especially important part of the course material. You will conduct independent research and gather, review, evaluate, and interpret primary and secondary evidence; explore different approaches to problem solving while critically assessing the ideas of other historians; formulate original historical arguments in a critical and analytical fashion; and communicate the results of your studies in writing. You will be encouraged to develop your written and communication skills through class discussion, quizzes, short essays, and a final exam, developing your critical thinking and ability to conceptualize. On completing the course successfully, you should understand the basic conventions of historical writing, the rules of academic integrity and professionalism, the importance of personal initiative and accountability, and the evolving nature of historical knowledge. 
The successful completion of this course provides 0.5 HIST credits at the 2000 level. Please consult http://www.trentu.ca/calendar/documents/110318undergraduate.pdf for more information about credits and degree requirements.  
Course Format: 

History 2382H runs from 8 September to 7 December 2011, with an online exam conducted during the final exam period. Further details about the exam will be announced later in the course. 
Course Evaluation: 
Important additional information on the course assignments and grading rubrics for participation and essay marking are included in the Course Introduction module. 
Participation (20%): Committed participation is the lifeblood of web courses. To achieve strong participation marks, you must demonstrate that you have reflected on both the course material and the overall discussion through your informed comments. All ideas and perspectives will be welcomed, even if vigorously challenged, and preparation and openness to the views of others will serve you extremely well. Remember, however, that the key to this class is quality, not quantity. To earn a minimum 50% grade, you must post a comment on one topic per week and make at least one response to a classmate’s comment per week. Since many weeks have multiple sections, this provides ample opportunity to comment on the issues that you find most engaging. You will be provided with regular updates on your participation performance. 

Quizzes (15% overall, 5% each): This course surveys the most momentous events in Canadian military history. The three quizzes will use a multiple choice format to test your retention of the most important concepts, dates, and terms. The quizzes will be held within a 24-hour window on 28/29 September, 2/3 November, and 30 November/1 December.  

Short Essays (40% overall, 20% each): Two Short Essays are due, on 12 October and 16 November. The preparation of the Short Essays allows you to demonstrate your critical perceptions of material and to personally measure the impact of the course upon your understanding of Canada at War in the 20th Century. Each Short Essay will be six pages in length, double-spaced, number 12 font, and must include footnotes. Parenthetical references, other citations within the text, and endnotes are not permitted.
Final Exam (25%): A Final Exam will be held online during the December exam period. Reflecting the organization of the course, the final exam will encompass both a quiz section and essay responses. The essays will require responses that draw on the Themes of the entire course, particularly those covered after the submission of the short essays. 

	Type of Assignment  
	Weighting
	Due Date

	 Participation
	 20%
	 See Above

	 Quizzes (3)
	 15%
	 28/29 September; 2/3 November & 30 November/1 December

	 Essays (2)
	 40%
	 12 October and 16 November

	 Final Exam
	 25%
	 TBA


University Policies
Academic Integrity:
Academic dishonesty, which includes plagiarism and cheating, is an extremely serious academic offence and carries penalties varying from a 0 grade on an assignment to expulsion from the University.  Definitions, penalties, and procedures for dealing with plagiarism and cheating are set out in Trent University’s Academic Integrity Policy. You have a responsibility to educate yourself – unfamiliarity with the policy is not an excuse. You are strongly encouraged to visit Trent’s Academic Integrity website to learn more: www.trentu.ca/academicintegrity  
Retain all of your original work – including notes and drafts – until your final course mark is received. 

Access to Instruction:
It is Trent University’s intent to create an inclusive learning environment. If a student has a disability and/or health consideration and feels that he/she may need accommodations to succeed in this course, the student should contact the Disability Services Office (Peterborough Campus, Blackburn Hall, Suite 132, in the new Student Wellness Centre, 705-748-1281, disabilityservices@trentu.ca; Trent in Oshawa Campus, Room 111, 905-435-5100) as soon as possible. Complete text can be found under Access to Instruction in the Academic Calendar. 

Please see the Trent University Academic Calendar for University Diary dates, Academic Information and Regulations, and University and departmental degree requirements. 
Important Dates:

8 September – Fall Term courses begin.

21 September – Final date to change or add Fall and Fall-Winter courses on myTrent. 

28 September – Final date to change or add Fall half-courses with permission. 

10 October – Thanksgiving Day. 

24 October – Reading Week begins. 

31 October – Classes Resume.

9 November – Final date for withdrawal from Fall Term courses without academic penalty. 

11 November – Remembrance Day.

7 December – Last day of Fall Term classes. 

Required Text: 
Jeffrey A. Keshen and Serge Marc Durflinger, War and Society in Post-Confederation Canada 
(Toronto: Nelson Education, 2006), ISBN-13: 978-0-17-640811-4.
Week-by-week schedule:
1.) 8-9 September, Course Introduction 
“Preface,” Pages xi-xii. 

“Introduction,” Pages xiii-xix.
2.) 12-16 September, 19th Century Context Theme

“The Northwest Campaign,” Pages 1-3. 

John G. Donkin, “Trooper and Redskin in the Far North-West: Reflections of Life in the North-
West Mounted Police, Canada, 1884-1888,” Pages 4-6

House of Commons, Debates, “Laurier on the Riel Question,” Pages 6-8.

Toronto Globe, “Attacking the Government,” Pages 8-9.

Montreal Gazette, “Defending the Government,” Pages 9-10.

Gabriel Dumont, “The Métis Military Leader Makes the Case for Rebellion,” Pages 10-13.

Desmond Morton, “French Canadian Troops in the North-West Campaign,” Pages 13-27.

J.L. Granatstein, “The Military Campaign,” Pages 27-30.
3.) 19-23 September, Operations Theme, Part I – The First World War
William Boyd, “With a Field Ambulance at Ypres,” Pages 70-71. 

“Remembering Vimy,” Pages 93-94.  

Colonel A. Fortescue Duguid, “Canada on Vimy Ridge,” Pages 95-103.

Reginald H. Roy, “Vimy Ridge: A View from the Ranks,” Pages 103-111. 

Will Bird, “Ghosts Have Warm Hands,” Pages 111-114.

4.) 26-30 September, Operations Theme, Part II – The Second World War
The first Quiz will be held in a 24-hour window on 28/29 September.
“The Air War: Canadian Participation in Bomber Command,” Pages 201-202.  

Brereton Greenhous et. al., “The Crucible of War, 1939-1945: The Official History of the Royal 
Canadian Air Force, Volume III,” Pages 203-207. 

Murray Peden, “A Bomber Pilot’s War,” Pages 207-215.

“Becoming Seasoned Soldiers: Canada’s Campaign in Normandy,” Pages 223-224. 

Charles Cromwell Martin, DCM, MM, CM, “Battle Diary: From D-Day and Normandy to the 
Zuider Zee and VE,” Pages 225-231. 

George G. Blackburn, MC, “The Guns of Normandy: A Soldier’s Eye View, France 1944,”


Pages 231-240. 
5.) 3-7 October, Femininity and Masculinity Theme
“Manliness, Militarism, and Imperialism,” Pages 31-32. 
Dr. James L. Hughes, “National and Ethical Value of Cadet Training,” Pages 36-39. 

Mike O’Brien, “Manhood and the Militia Myth: Masculinity, Class and Militarism in Ontario, 
1902-1914,” Pages 39-54.

Mark Moss, “Manliness and Militarism: Educating Young Boys in Ontario for War,” Pages 55-
60.

“The Second World War: Community, Family, and Youth in Montreal,” Pages 127-128.  

Montreal Soldiers’ Wives’ League, “Correspondence from the Children’s Service Association 
and the legal firm of MacDougall, MacFarlane, Scott & Hugessen,” Pages 129-131. 

Magda Fahrni, “The Romance of Reunion: Montreal War Veterans Return to Family Life, 1944-
1949,” Pages 132-147. 

Mary Peate, “Girl in a Sloppy Joe Sweater: Life on the Canadian Home Front,” Pages 155-160.

6.) 11-14 October, Return Theme
The first Short Essay is due on Wednesday 12 October. 
W.W. Murray, “The Epic of Vimy,” Pages 115-126.

“Veterans of the World Wars,” Pages 259-260.
Canada Repatriation Committee, “Returned Soldiers and Readjustment to Industrial Conditions,” 
Pages 261-265. 

The Veteran, “Disaffected Veterans,” Pages 265-267. 

Jonathan F. Vance, “‘Today They Were Alive Again:’ The Canadian Corps Reunion of 1934,”


Pages 267-277.

7.) 17-21 October, Transformation Theme

Serge Durflinger, “Pulling Together during the War,” Pages 147-154.

“A Nation Transformed,” Pages 161-162. 

Canada at War, “Canada’s Sky Crossroads,” Pages 163-165. 

Grant Dexter, “Canada and the Building of Peace,” Pages 166-173. 

Ernest Forbes, “Consolidating Disparity: The Maritimes and the Industralization of Canada 
during the Second World War,” Pages 173-185. 

Brereton Greenhous and Norman Hillmer, “The Impact of the British Commonwealth Air 
Training Plan on Western Canada: Some Saskatchewan Case Studies,” Pages 185-200. 

8.) 24-28 October

Reading Week – No Classes

9.) 31 October-4 November, Rehabilitation Theme
The second Quiz will be held in a 24-hour window on 2/3 November. 
Terry Copp and Bill McAndrew, “Battle Exhaustion: Soldiers and Psychiatrists in the Canadian 
Army, 1939-1945,” Pages 240-253. 
Walter S. Woods, “Rehabilitation, A Combined Operation: Being a History of the Development 
and Carrying Out of a Plan for the Re-establishment of a Million Young Veterans,” Pages 
277-282. 
Mary Tremblay, “Going Back to Main Street: The Development and Impact of Casualty 
Rehabilitation for Veterans with Disabilities, 1945-1948,” Pages 282-289. 
10.) 7-11 November, Coverage Theme
The second Short Essay is due on Wednesday 16 November.

“Managing the Truth: Home and Front in the First World War,” Pages 61-62. 
Canada Gazette, “Censorship Legislation,” Pages 63-65.
Chief Press Censor Records, “Implementing Censorship Legislation,” Pages 65-69.

Ian Hugh Maclean Miller, “Our Glory and Our Grief: Torontonians and the Great War,” Pages
71-78. 

Jeff Keshen, “Words as Weapons: Ottawa Newspapers Fight the First World War,” Pages 78-92. 

Laurie Peloquin, “A Conspiracy of Silence? The Popular Press and the Strategic Bombing 
Campaign in Europe,” Pages 216-222. 
A.E. Powley, “Broadcast from the Front: Canadian Radio Overseas in the Second World War,”


Pages 254-258.

11.) 14-18 November, Cold War Theme

“Canada during the Cold War,” Pages 291-292. 
National Health and Welfare, “Personal Protection under Atomic Attack,” Pages 293-299. 

Lester B. Pearson, “On Signing the North Atlantic Treaty,” Pages 299-300.
Andrew Richter, “Avoiding Armageddon: Canadian Military Strategy and Nuclear Weapons, 
1950-1963,” Pages 300-315. 
J.L. Granatstein, “The American Influence on the Canadian Military, 1939-1963,” Pages 315-
321. 

12.) 21-25 November, Aid to the Civil Power Theme

“Aid to the Civil Power,” Pages 323-324. 
George Bain, “The Making of a Crisis,” Pages 325-328. 

Privy Council Records, “Canada’s Cabinet Considers Its Options,” Pages 328-331. 

Sean Maloney, “A ‘Mere Rustle of Leaves:’ Canadian Strategy and the FLQ Crisis,” Pages 331-
346.
Maclean’s, “A Case for Military Intervention?” Pages 346-348. 

Donna Goodleaf, “Entering the War Zone: A Mohawk Perspective on Resisting Invasions,” 
Pages 348-350. 

Claude Beauregard, “The Military Intervention in Oka: Strategy, Communication and Press 
Coverage,” Pages 351-361. 

13.) 28 November-2 December, Peacekeeping and Peacemaking Theme 
The third Quiz will be held in a 24-hour window on 30 November/1 December. 

Colonel Sam Hughes, “The Defence of the Empire,” Pages 33-36.

“Peacemaking and Stability Operations: Somalia and the Balkans,” Pages 363-364.   

David Bercuson, “Significant Incident: Canada’s Army, the Airborne, and the Murder in 
Somalia,” Pages 365-376.

Ron Pupetz, “In the Line of Duty: Canadian Joint Forces Somalia, 1992-1993,” Pages 376-


379. 

Lee Windsor, “Professionalism under Fire: Canadian Implementation of the Medak Pocket 
Agreement, Croatia, 1993,” Pages 379-388. 

James R. Davis, “The Sharp End: A Canadian Soldier’s Story,” Pages 388-399. 
14.) 5-7 December, Course Conclusion

Final Exam Review
Course Policies:
Failure to write a Quiz during the allotted 24-hour window will result in a mark of 0. For the Short Essay assignments, late penalties are 5% of the assignment grade (i.e., 75% = 70%) per day. Any Short Essays not submitted by 7 December automatically receive a mark of 0.
Special Circumstances
If there are cases of exceptional circumstances surrounding inability to complete allocated course work, these should be brought to my attention as soon as possible. Each situation with regard to extensions or potential penalties will be judged on a case-by-case basis. 
Assistance Available to Students
Assistance for students (writing, time management, grammar, and many other skills) is offered by the Academic Skills Centre. Representatives are available on both the Peterborough and Oshawa campuses. Please see http://www.trentu.ca/academicskills/
An Online History Skills Workbook is available on the History website; please see: http://www.trentu.ca/history/workbook/ 
Free and confidential counselling services are available to students at: http://www.trentu.ca/counselling/ 
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