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Course Description:

This course covers the social history of crime between 1500 and 1900, from the perspective of the prosecutors and the courts as well as that of the criminals.  We will look at a wide range of crimes including witchcraft, murder, theft, rape, and prostitution, and underscore the significance of social context to the definition and prosecution of crime.  After the enlightenment, witchcraft became implausible, and the growth of capitalism changed the way crimes like theft and forgery were perceived and punished.  We will explore how the hanging tree in the public square retreated behind prison walls, and the detection of criminals was gradually seen as a “science” practiced by experts like Sherlock Holmes and Cesare Lombroso.  Upon completion of the course, students should have a deeper sense of the methodological issues involved in the history of crime, and a sensitivity to the impact of gender and class on the English criminal justice system.

Required Course Texts:

“COURSEPACK” -  “The History of Crime in England,” containing photocopies of readings that are unavailable electronically

“Barrett” -  Harrison, Christopher and Andrew Barrett.  Crime and Punishment in England:  A Sourcebook.  

Articles in Scholarly Journals not in the COURSEPACK are available electronically through the Trent Library Homepage, under “E-Resources.”  Click on this and then select “Citation Linker” under “Find Journal Articles.”
“EEBO” – Early English Books Online (This is also available electronically through the Trent Library Homepage, under “E-Resources.  Click on E-Books, then find Early English Books Online.  Once you enter the database, search by author or title to find the relevant text. Click on the tiny book image to get a set of page icons and choose the relevant image numbers to enlarge the pages.)

Michel Foucault, Discipline and Punish:  The Birth of the Prison
myLearningSystem (WebCT):

Course Handouts
Students must use their Trent email accounts and be prepared to visit the course website on myLearningSystem (WebCT) for information on assignments and to obtain important course handouts.  An electronic version of the Syllabus is also available on the website.   

Class Cancellation
Students will receive notice of class cancellations not indicated on the syllabus by email to their Trent email address as soon as the decision has been made.  The Instructor walks to class, so unless the University is officially closed, inclement weather will not generally result in a class cancellation.  School-wide cancellations will be announced on local radio stations.

Evaluation Scheme:
Seminar Participation 30%  (15% per term)

First Term Essay  20%

Major Research Essay  30%

Final Exam 20%
Seminar Participation:

Students must not only attend seminars assiduously, but must also demonstrate in-depth knowledge of the scheduled readings by making insightful comments frequently throughout each seminar.  Participation is evaluated for quality, rather than quantity, but students who attend class yet remain silent will not receive participation marks. 
First Term Essay Assignment:
After reading Michel Foucault’s Discipline and Punish:  the Birth of the Prison, write a carefully considered 1500 word essay in response to the following question:

Did Michel Foucault envision the penal reforms of the modern criminal justice system in an overwhelmingly positive or negative light?

On the surface, this may appear an easy question to answer, but a strong paper will stand back from the book and offer a deep, multifaceted response.  It will pursue a main thesis, but simultaneously acknowledge other evidence to the contrary and weigh its significance.  This should not be a book report, and it would be wise to consider the book as a whole, and not simply write an essay that treats the book chapter by chapter.

The essay must be clearly organized, with an introduction, clearly stated thesis, and thematic arguments of relatively equal weight followed by a brief conclusion.  It will make concrete use of Discipline and Punish, with copious footnotes clearly delineating the pages of the book upon which each point is based.  Avoid simply copying lengthy quotations from the text, and use Foucault’s exact words only where they distinctly strengthen your argument.  Footnote form should follow that discussed in class on 21 September.

It is not necessary to do research outside of Discipline and Punish to meet the assignment requirements, however, should you choose to consider other scholars’ opinions on the question, they, too, must be clearly cited in footnotes in Chicago Manual of Style Format.

Major Research Essay Assignment:

Using the published descriptions of Old Bailey (London’s Assize Court) trials available at www.oldbaileyonline.org [details on searching the site below], select ten unrelated descriptions of one type of crime between 1750 and 1760.  Make sure that each account is several paragraphs in length.  The primary objective of the essay is to answer the question:

What do these cases reveal about the criminal justice system of eighteenth-century England?

To adequately respond to the question, you will need to examine the verdicts, sentences, and the type and treatment of the evidence presented in the cases, as well as the role of the prosecutor, and any legal officials who are mentioned.  A strong essay will make use of any evidence that might shed light on the eighteenth-century criminal justice system.  To demonstrate the fact that your crime has characteristics typical of the justice system as a whole, you will need to talk about other crimes.  Thus, this essay will also be substantially based upon secondary-source research in the social history of crime and criminal procedure in early modern England.  Whenever relevant, consider the role of the politics, religion, economy, gender relationships, or class structure of early modern England in affecting the definition of the crime and its treatment within the courts.  To this end, more general social histories of England may also be relevant.  The primary source material should only be used to further illustrate conclusions derived from research of secondary sources.  Because your sample of cases is neither random nor large, keep your observations qualitative rather than quantitative (i.e., avoid any statistical analysis of the ten cases).  Use an analytical tone (“this is how it was and why”) rather than an evaluative tone (“this was good/bad”) in your essay.  

The Old Bailey Proceedings are not trial transcripts; they were pamphlet accounts of trials that were published and sold after each meeting of the Old Bailey from the late seventeenth century onward.  When reading these accounts, be aware of the authors’ voices mediating that of the other participants.  Be prepared to rely heavily on the multi-volume set of the Oxford English Dictionary to ascertain the eighteenth-century meaning of words.  When the language used is a significant point in your essay, you may cite the OED, although dictionaries (like encyclopaedias) are not ordinarily allowable sources.  The HISTORICAL BACKGROUND section in the Old Bailey website will be helpful for preliminary research, but make sure that you find and cite corroborating evidence from relevant journal articles and monographs (many of which are listed on the website’s bibliography).  Citations for the Old Bailey cases should follow the guide on the website; all other citations should follow the Chicago Manual of Style.  

Requirements:  7000-word essay (28 pgs) that has consulted a minimum of 20 secondary sources [including at least 5 journal articles and 8 books];

Searching the Site:  From the homepage, select SEARCH THE PROCEEDINGS, then choose to search by Crime, Verdict and Punishment.  Examine the possibilities under Crime Category or Specific Criminal Act by clicking on the explorer bar with each.  Then put “1750” in the From month/year section and “1760” in the To month/year section.  Finally, click the “search” icon. Multiple search results are displayed by headings listing the crime, defendant(s), date, and a brief description of the offence.  Click on the headings you find interesting to read the original text in its entirety.  If a search yields less than 10 results, or the accounts are very succinct, you will need to select an alternative type of crime.  

Final Exam:
This is a three-hour essay exam held during the April exam period.  Students will be expected to tie together themes from the entire year and demonstrate their knowledge of all of the seminar readings as a whole.  Exams are unusual in senior seminar courses, but the ability to synthesize course material and complete well-organized responses under time pressure is required in both graduate work and job competitions.  This skill is only developed through continual practice.

Deadline Policy:

In order to be counted as arriving on time, assignments must be submitted at the BEGINNING of class on the due date.  No extensions will be granted and late submissions will face a penalty of 5% per day including Saturdays and Sundays.  Once the assignment has accumulated penalties of 20% or more, it will not receive comments.  Note finally that students who do not hand in their assignments personally to the instructor assume the risk that they never reach her.  Emailed attachments are not acceptable; typed, double-spaced hard copies are the only permitted form of submission.  

Academic Integrity:
Academic dishonesty, which includes plagiarism and cheating, is an extremely serious academic offense and carries penalties varying from a 0 grade on an assignment to expulsion from the University.  Definitions, penalties, and procedures for dealing with plagiarism and cheating are set out in Trent University’s Academic Integrity Policy.  You have a responsibility to educate yourself - unfamiliarity with the policy is not an excuse.  You are strongly encouraged to visit Trent’s Academic Integrity website to learn more – www.trentu.ca/academicintegrity.
Access to Instruction:  It is Trent University’s intent to create an inclusive learning environment. If a student has a disability and/or health consideration and feels that he/she may need accommodations to succeed in this course, the student should contact the Disability Services Office (BH Suite 132, 748-1281, disabilityservices@trentu.ca) as soon as possible. Complete text can be found under Access to Instruction in the Academic Calendar.

Please see the Trent University academic calendar for University Diary dates, Academic Information and Regulations, and University and departmental degree requirements. 
9 September:  Introduction

16 September:  Lecture:  England’s Court Structure in 1500

Discussion of Writing Assignments and Footnoting Policy –Mandatory Attendance – No absence without documentation
Readings:  Barrett, Ch. 2, Section 1.2:  The Case of Nicholas Jennings
23 September:  Early Modern Policing

Readings:  Barrett, Ch. 3, Sections 1.1:  Assize Court’s Concern to Secure Able Constables and 1.4:  Seventeen Articles put to Constables; Herrup, Cynthia. “New Shoes and Mutton Pies:  Investigative Responses to Theft in Seventeenth-Century East Sussex.”  The Historical Journal 27, no. 4 (1984):  811-30; Curtis, Timothy and Sharpe, J. A.  “Crime in Tudor and Stuart England.”  History Today 38 (Feb. 1988):  23-9.

30 September:  Early Modern Punishments 

Readings:  Barrett, Ch. 2, Sections 2.1:  Cases from the London Chronicles, 2.2:  London cases from Machyn’s Diary, 3.2:  portion relating to “Varieties of Crime and Punishment,” Ch 4, Section 3.1:  Dangers of the Pillory 

COURSEPACK:  Robert Shoemaker, “Shaming Punishments” 

7 October:  Scolding

Readings:  Barrett, p. 73 on Elizabeth Fyssher; EEBO, Anon., The Lamb’s defence against lyes, images 16-17 (pp. 29-30:  “A Relacion concerning Dorothy Waugh’s cruell usage…”);  Boose, Lynda E.  “Scolding Brides and Bridling Scolds:  Taming the Woman’s Unruly Member,” Shakespeare Quarterly 42, no. 2 (1991):  179-213.
14 October:  Murder/Homicide in Early Modern England

Readings:  Barrett, Ch. 4, Sections 1.3:  An Act for the Preventing of the Horrid Crime of Murder, 2.3:  A Child Murderer of a Child, and 2.4:  Sussex Smugglers’ Murder of Customs Officials; and Gaskill, M.  “Reporting Murder:  Fiction in the Archives in Early Modern England,” Social History 23, no. 1 (1998):  1-30.
21 October:  Witchcraft

Readings:  Barrett, Ch. 2, Section 5.2:  portion relating to “Seeking the Aid of a Witch”; EEBO, Thomas Potts, Wonderful Discovery of Witches, images 22-24; and COURSEPACK:  J. Sharpe, “Chapter 7:  Women and Witchcraft,” 169-89; J. T. Swain, “The Lancashire Witch Trials of 1612 and 1634 and the Economics of Witchcraft;” and Malleus Maleficarum 109-114

28 October:  Reading Week, No Class

4 November:  Eighteenth-Century Rape Prosecution

Readings:  COURSEPACK:  Rape Cases in the Old Bailey Proceedings; A. Simpson, “Vulnerability and the age of Female Consent:  Legal Innovation and its effect on Prosecutions for Rape in Eighteenth-Century London”

11 November:  Defamation in the Church Courts

Readings:  Barrett, Ch. 2, Section 3.3:  portions relating to “Lewd Slanders” and “The Case of Preacher Davye”; 

COURSEPACK:  S. H. Mendelson, “’To shift for a cloak’ Disorderly Women in the Church Courts,” 3-17 

18 November:  Piracy

Readings:  COURSEPACK:  Daniel Defoe, “Captain Bartho. Roberts and His Crew;” Marcus Rediker, “The Seaman as the ‘Spirit of Rebellion’:  Authority, Violence and Labor Discipline”

25 November:  First Term Essay Due

Instruction Session on the Old Bailey Online, in Preparation for the Major Research Essay

2 December:  No Class:  Begin Work on Major Research Essay

13 January:  Lecture:  Concepts of Modernity and England in 1800

Readings:  Barrett, Ch. 4, Section 1.1:  Reform Proposals, Ch. 7, Sections 1:  Law Reform, 4:  Paying for Prosecutions, 9:  Low Attorneys, 10:  The Police Courts, 12:  The Law Courts
20 January:  Modern Policing

Readings:  Barrett, Ch. 6, Sections 7:  Police Violence; 8:  The Growth of the Metropolitan Police; COURSEPACK:  Christopher Briggs et al., “The Policing of Society”

27 January:  Modern Punishments

Readings:  Barrett, Ch. 8, Sections 1:  Gloucester Prison, 7:  The Last Public Execution, 8: Prison Discipline, 9:  Pentonville;  COURSEPACK:  Michael Ignatieff, “Cords of Love, Fetters of Iron, The Ideological Origins of the Penitentiary”

3 February:  Modern Women and Crime

Readings:  Barrett, Ch. 5, Section 2:  Men and Women Compared; Feeley, M. and Little, D.  “The Vanishing Female:  the decline of Women in the Criminal Process, 1687-1912,” Law and Society Review 25, no. 4 (1991):  719-57.

10 February:  Forgery 

Readings:  Barrett, Ch. 4, Section 2.10:  The Forgery of Bank Notes; McGowan, Randall.  “From Pillory to Gallows:  The punishment of Forgery in the Age of the Financial Revolution,” Past and Present 165 (1999):  107-140.
17 February:  Theft in the Industrialized World

Readings:  Barrett, Ch. 5, Section 1:  Destitution and Crime, 7:  Poaching, 9:  Workplace Crime; 

COURSEPACK:  Peter Linebaugh, “Sugar and Police:  The London Working Class in the 1790s,” 402-423

24 February:  Reading Week, No Class 

2 March: The New Scientific Approach to Crime

Readings:  Barrett, Ch. 8, Sections 11.1:  Phrenology, 11.2:  The Child Criminal, 11.3:  The Criminal; 

COURSEPACK:  John Tagg, “A Means of Surveillance:  The Photograph as Evidence in Law,” sections III, IV, and VII

9 March: Crime Detection:  Sherlock Holmes

Readings:  Barrett, Ch. 5, Section 4:  Burglars and Burgling, 1894; Ch. 6, Section 13:  Metropolitan Detectives; 

COURSEPACK:  Gordon Iseminger, “Sherlock Holmes and the Social History of the Victorian Age,” 51-72; Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, “The Adventure of the Creeping Man”

16 March:  Modern Approaches to Prostitution

Readings:  COURSEPACK:  Judith Walcowitz, “The Making of an Outcast Group,” 192-213, 305-313;  Josephine Butler, “Men Will have their Victims”

23 March:  No Readings:  Major Research Essay Due
30 March:  Case study:  Jack the Ripper

Readings:  Barrett, Ch. 5, Section 8:  Whitechapel Murders, 1888; Walcowitz, Judith.  “Jack the Ripper and the Myth of Male Violence,” Feminist Studies 8, no. 3 (Fall 1982):  542-574.

COURSEPACK:  Jan Bonderson, “Monsters & Moral Panic in London”

Course goals: 

As a fourth year course, History 4751 provides students with the opportunity to explore the history of crime in depth, both through class discussion of scholarship in the field and through advanced independent research. Students should be able to use their advanced knowledge of the field and skills in critical thinking, historical writing, historical approaches and methodologies, to research a topic in depth using primary and secondary sources, produce an original analytical argument based on the evidence, and situate it in the appropriate historiographical and theoretical contexts.  Students should be able to communicate their arguments to the instructor and their peers with clarity, accuracy, and logic through major research papers. Students on completing the course successfully should understand the conventions of historical writing, the rules of academic integrity and professionalism, the importance of personal initiative and accountability, and the evolving nature of historical knowledge, and should be able to evaluate historical writing effectively through examinations of sources, arguments, and methodologies.

