Department of History
Trent University
Peterborough Campus
History 4700 (section B)
The Vietnam War: A View from Vietnam

2011-2012
Instructor: Van Nguyen-Marshall


Seminar: Fri 9-10:50 am
Office: Lady Eaton College S101.4


Location: OCA 207 

Tel: 748-1011 (ext. 7169)  



Office Hours:  Mon 3-4 & Wed 1-2
Email: vannguyenmarshall@trentu.ca
Course Description: This course examines the social and political dimensions of the Vietnam War from the perspective of Vietnam. The main focus will be on the war’s impact on Vietnamese society and people.  We will examine the war within the framework of Vietnam’s long history of struggle, beginning with the French colonial period to the period of revolution and war.  External and foreign influences were also crucial elements in this war; therefore, attention will also be paid to the roles played by the United States, the Communist Bloc, and the Cold War.  The readings will provide students with an opportunity to understand the social and political aspects as well as personal experiences of war.  
Course Format: This course runs as a two-hour seminar weekly.  Discussion will focus on the weekly readings. Everyone is expected to have completed his/her reading assignments and to be prepared to participate constructively in the discussion.  Moreover, students will take turns leading discussion.  In March students will present their research-in-progress to the class and will have an opportunity to provide constructive feedback to their classmates.  

Required Books:  (available at Titles Bookstore, 379 George St—these books are also available on reserve)
· Mark Philip Bradley, Vietnam at War.  Oxford University Press, 2009.

· Dang Thuy Tram, Last Night I Dreamed of Peace: The Diary of Dang Thuy Tram.  Harmony, 2007.
· Robert Brigham, ARVN: Life and Death in the South Vietnamese Army.  University Press of Kansas, 2006
· James Carter, Inventing Vietnam: The United States and State Building, 1954-1968. Cambridge, 2008.
· Cheng Guan Ang, The Vietnam War From the Other Side.  Routledge, 2006.
· Truong Nhu Tang, A Viet Cong Memoir.  New York: Vintage Books, 1985.

· Duong Thu Huong, Novel Without a Name.  Penguin, 1996.

· Articles online and on reserve

Evaluation:

Class participation


20% (1st term: 10%; 2nd term: 10%)

Paper Proposal



  5% (Dec 2nd)
Leading Discussion


10%
Reading responses (4 x 5%)

20%  (at least two must be submitted the Fall Term)
First draft



15%  (Feb 3rd)
Presentation



 5%

Final paper



25% (Apr 5th)
Class Participation (20%--10% Fall Term and 10% Winter Term):  
· Half of your seminar grade will come from attendance and half will be based on your participation in class discussion.  Participation includes answering questions, posing questions, and sharing your observations and opinions that are relevant to the readings.  Students attending seminars are expected to have read the assigned material and be prepared to answer questions specific to the readings.  Students should especially be prepared to discuss the weekly tutorial question.
Paper Proposal (5%)—due Dec 2nd: 
The proposal should be about 4-5 double-spaced pages (not including the bibliography) and should include:  
· Tentative title & thesis
· A description of your topic and what you would like to explore in your paper.  This should be written in a formal essay format with attention to grammar and organization.  Moreover, it should be properly documented with footnotes (see section on documentation below).  You should have done some research and have (at a minimum) basic knowledge of your topic at this point.  
· Bibliography (of at least 10 scholarly sources such as monographs, articles, or primary sources)
· You will be marked on the originality, clarity, and organization of your proposal, as well as the sources you find for your bibliography.  
Leading Discussion (10%):  
· Every student will have the opportunity to lead seminar discussion.  The discussion leader is responsible for initiating and stimulating discussion.  He/she should prepare a set of questions and answers, which must be sent to the instructor by noon on the Tuesday before the seminar meets on Friday.  The instructor will review your submission and will provide feedback.  Make sure you check your WebCT assignment box for the instructor’s feedback.  
· Your grade for this task will depend on the quality of your prepared Q & As and your performance in class. Failure to send the instructor your answers on time or to respond to her comments/suggestions on will result in deduction of your grade (up to -10%) for this task.  If you do not send the answers at all or are late to the extent that the instructor does not have time to assess your Q & As, then you will receive a zero for this assignment.  
Research Paper Presentation (5%): 
· In the Spring students will present their research-in-progress to the class.  Before the presentations, students will circulate their papers to their colleagues (via WebCT).  Everyone is asked to read the papers for that week’s presentations.  During the presentation, each student will have 10-15 minutes to present and 10-15 minutes of questions from the class.  During the week when a student is not presenting, he/she will act as a commentator for another presenter.  Students will be graded on their own presentation as well as their attendance and contribution to other students’ presentations.  
Written Responses to Readings (4 x 5% = 20%):  
· Every student must submit four reading responses, each of approximately 2-3 double-spaced pages.  With each reading assignment, there is a discussion question that you are asked to address in your response.  With the exception of the compulsory assignment of Sept. 30th, you may choose when to complete the other three assignments.  Make sure that you hand in at least two responses by the end of the Fall term.  Moreover, you cannot write a response during the week when you are the discussion leader.  Students are asked to submit their responses via WebCT. The assignment box for the week will close at 9 am on Friday and I will not accept late responses unless students have a written medical note.  

First Draft (15%)—due Feb 3rd: 
· Length:  at least 2,500-3,000 words, approximately 10-12 pages (double spaced, 12 point, Times Roman font).  This first draft should be written in a formal essay format—in other words, this should not be a rough draft.   Your draft should demonstrate a clear argument and direction of your paper.  It should also include a literature review of your topic.  Your bibliography should include at least 15 scholarly sources, with some primary sources where possible.  Only list in your bibliography the material you actually cited in the paper.  Please hand in your research notes with your draft. Failure to submit your research notes or to submit satisfactory research notes will result in a deduction of your paper grade (up to -30% of the paper mark).
Final Paper (25%)—due April 5th: 
· Length: 6,000-7,500 words, approximately, 25-30 pages (double spaced, 12 point, Times Roman font).  Your final paper should be based on at least 25 scholarly sources, including primary sources where possible.  Please continue to keep good research notes and hand them in with your final paper.
*************
Electronic Submission:
This course we will make use of the assignment drop box on WebCT for all assignments.  Students are asked to save their assignments in a MS Word file and upload it as an attachment in the appropriate drop box on the course website.  It is the student’s responsibility to make sure that his/her assignments are properly submitted.  After you upload your assignment, make sure to click on the attachment to confirm that the uploaded file can be opened.  If the instructor is not able to open your file (either because the file is not in the right format, the submitted file is corrupt, or because of the student failed to click on 'SUBMIT' when submitting), you will receive mark deduction as per the late penalty policy for this course (see below).
Documentation:

For all your writing assignments, including reading responses and proposals, please make sure to document your work in the Chicago Style (footnotes and Bibliography).  For a guide on this style, see the “Documentation Guide” on the Academic Skills Office’s website: http://www.trentu.ca/academicskills/documentation/chicago.php
Policies for Due Dates:
Assignments are to be submitted on WebCT on the day they are due.  Since you already know the deadlines for all your assignments, please make sure to organize your work schedule accordingly.  Unless you have a documented medical or family emergency, please do not ask for an extension. If you can’t meet the deadline, the penalty is simply: 3% per day, including weekends. One week after the due date, no papers will be accepted, unless you have a written medical excuse or documented family emergency.  
Academic Integrity 

Academic dishonesty, which includes plagiarism and cheating, is an extremely serious academic offense and carries penalties varying from failure in an assignment to suspension from the University.  Definitions, penalties, and procedures for dealing with plagiarism and cheating are set out in Trent University's Academic Integrity Policy which is printed in the University Calendar.
Plagiarism:

Essays are to be original works produced by you specifically for this class.  In other words, you cannot submit an essay that has been used or is intended to be used for another class.  If for some reason you would like to pursue research that is closely related in topic to another paper, please talk to me before you proceed.

According to the Trent University calendar: “Plagiarism is knowingly presenting words, ideas, images, data, or any other form of work of another person (including essays, theses, lab reports, projects, assignments, presentations and posters) in a way that represents or could be reasonably seen to represent the work as one’s own. “Knowingly” includes ought reasonably to have known. Plagiarism includes failure to acknowledge sources correctly and submitting materials copied from the internet without proper acknowledgement of the source. Draft work submitted for evaluation is subject to the same standard as final work.” (Trent Calendar, 2011-12, p. 24)
Penalties for plagiarism may range from mark deduction on an assignment to academic suspension from the university. This instructor has a low tolerance for plagiarism and will penalize to the full extent those caught.  If you are unsure of what constitutes plagiarism, please talk to me or consult the document “Avoiding Plagiarism and Good Writing Techniques” on the Academic Skills’ Website:  http://www.trentu.ca/academicskills/resources.php.  

Use of Laptop and other electronic devices:

Students may use laptops in the class only for note taking during the lecture.  All laptops must be put away during the tutorial period.  If you have a learning disability and require a laptop for note taking, please talk to me.  If it comes to my attention that students are using their laptops for extracurricular activities, then they will not be allowed to use laptops thereafter.  

If you have special circumstances that warrants keeping your cell phone on (such as being parents of young children or a health professional on call), inform me in advance.  Otherwise, make sure all communications and electronic devices are turned off during class.  Any form of electronic communication, including text messaging, is not allowed in the class.

Access to Instruction:

Trent’s policy toward accessibility: “It is Trent University’s intent to create an inclusive learning environment. If a student has a disability and/or health consideration and feels that he/she may need accommodations to succeed in this course, the student should contact the Disability Services Office (Office (Blackburn Hall, Suite BH 132, 748-1281, disabilityservices@trentu.ca) as soon as possible. Complete text can be found under Access to Instruction in the Academic Calendar.” (Trent Calendar, 2011-12, p. 14)
Course Goals:  As a fourth year course, History 4700 provides students with the opportunity to explore the Vietnam War in depth, both through class discussion of scholarship in the field and through advanced independent research. Students should be able to use their advanced knowledge of the field and skills in critical thinking, historical writing, historical approaches and methodologies, to research a topic in depth [using primary and secondary sources], produce an original analytical argument based on the evidence, and situate it in the appropriate historiographical and theoretical contexts.  Students should be able to communicate their arguments to the instructor and their peers with clarity, accuracy, and logic through major research papers and class presentations. Students on completing the course successfully should understand the conventions of historical writing, the rules of academic integrity and professionalism, the importance of personal initiative and accountability, and the evolving nature of historical knowledge, and should be able to evaluate historical writing effectively through examinations of sources, arguments, and methodologies.
Fall Term:

	Sep 9
	Introduction to course
 
	

	Sep 16

	Lecture: “The Vietnam War, part I”


	Mark Bradley, Vietnam at War (chs 1-3)

	Sep 23
	Lecture: “The Vietnam War, part II”


	Mark Bradley, Vietnam at War (chs 4-Coda)
Question:  In the prelude, Mark Bradley contends that the purpose of his book makes it different from other books on the VN war.  What is the difference and do you think he achieved his purpose?
 

	Sept 30 
	Historiography of the Vietnam War
	Philip E Catton, “Refighting Vietnam in the History Books: The Historiography of the War,” Magazine of History 18, 5 (2004): 7-11. (online via EBSCO Group)

Gary Hess, “A Necessary War or a Mistaken War?” in Vietnam: Explaining America’s Lost War.  Malden, MA: Blackwell Press, 2009, pp 25-49. (on reserve)

Question for everyone:  Based on the readings what are some unresolved issues with regard to the historiography of the Vietnam War?



	Oct 7
	US Intervention


	James Carter, Inventing Vietnam: The United States and State Building, 1954-1968. Cambridge, 2008. (entire book)

Question: Was the US nation-building endeavour doomed for failure from the start?  



	Oct 14
	Class Cancelled 
	The Instructor has to present a conference paper


	Oct 21
	North Vietnam and the American War


	Ang Cheng Guan, The Vietnam War from the Other Side. (entire book)

Question: From 1954 until 1969, what important debates and issues occupied the Communist Party leaders?



	Oct 28
	Reading Break
	No Class



	Nov 4
	The National Liberation Front


	Truong Nhu Tang, The Viet Cong Memoir. (entire)

Question: According to Tang, what was the relationship between the NLF and the Communist North?  Explain.


	Nov 11
	Research and Writing Workshop


	This is a workshop on how to identify good research topics, conduct research, and write solid papers.  

[This is an important seminar and students should make an extra effort to attend]



	Nov 18

	Nation Building in South Vietnam

	Edward Miller, “Vision, Power and Agency: The Ascent of Ngô Ðình Diêm, 1945–54,” Journal of Southeast Asian Studies 35, 3 (October 2004): 433-458. (online via EBSCO Group)

Philip Catton, “Counter-Insurgency And Nation Building: The Strategic Hamlet Programme In South Vietnam, 1961-1963,” The International History Review, vol 21, 4, 1999. (online via JSTOR)

Question: Using these articles, assess Ngo Dinh Diem as a leader and his role in the war.



	Nov 25
	Role of Religion in the War 


	James McAllister, ‘Only Religions Count in Vietnam’: Thich

Tri Quang and the Vietnam War,” Modern Asian Studies 42, 4 (2008) pp. 751–782. [online via Topcat]
Van Nguyen-Marshall, “Tools of Empire?  Roman Catholics in South Vietnam,” Journal of the Canadian Historical Association / Revue de la Société historique du Canada

 20, no. 2 (2009): 138-159. [online via Topcat]

Question: What role did religion play in the Vietnam War?



	Dec 2
	Proposal Presentations

	Students will present their research proposals to the class.  
Paper proposal due


Winter Term:

	Jan 13
	Women on the War Front

	Dang Thuy Tram, Last Night I Dreamed of Peace. (entire)
Le Minh Khue, “The Distant Stars” (on reserve)

Question: provide your reflections of the diary.


	Jan 20

	Cambodia& Laos


	Taylor Owen and Ben Kiernan, “US Bombs over Cambodia,”  The Walrus (Oct 2006)

http://www.walrusmagazine.com/articles/2006.10-history-bombing-cambodia/ 
Vatthana Pholsena, “Life under Bombing in

Southeastern Laos (1964-73)--Through the Accounts of Survivors in Sepon”, European Journal of East Asian Studies 9, No. 2 (2010): 267-90. (online via EBSCO Group)
Question: Discuss the impact of the Vietnam War on neighbouring countries.



	Jan 27
	The Army of South Vietnam
	Robert Brigham, ARVN: Life and Death in the South Vietnamese Army.  University Press of Kansas, 2006 (entire).
Question: What did Brigham set out to accomplish with this book and do you think he succeeded? 

	Feb 3

	My Lai and Other Atrocities 

Film: Ghosts of My Lai


	Claude Cookman, “An American Atrocity: The My Lai Massacre Concretized in a Victim’s Face,” The Journal of American History 94, 1 (June 2007): 154-162. (online via EBSCO Group)

First Draft due (*note there is no tutorial question this week)

[Feb 7: Last Day to Withdraw without academic penalty]

	Feb 10
	Vietnamisation and US Withdrawal


	Pang Yang Huei, “Beginning of the End: ARVN and Vietnamisation (1969-72),” Small Wars and Insurgencies 17, 3 (Sept 2006): 287-310. (online via EBSCO Group)

Robert McMahon, “The Politics, and Geopolitics, of American Troop Withdrawals from Vietnam, 1968-1972,” Diplomatic History 34, 3 (June 2010): 471-483. (online via EBSCO Group)

Question:  Summarize Pang Yang Huei’s and McMahon’s arguments.

[Feb 7: Last Day to Withdraw without academic penalty]

	Feb 17
	Postwar Disenchantment in Vietnam 

	Duong, Novel Without a Name (entire)

Question: What does this novel and its portrayal of the war tell us about postwar Vietnamese society?

	Feb 24
	
	Reading Break



	Mar 2
	Remembering and Forgetting the War

	Shaun Kingsley Malarney, “The Fatherland Remembers Your Sacrifice” Commemorating War Dead in North Vietnam” in Tai, The Country of Memory. (on reserve)

Dana Healy, “From Triumph to Tragedy:  Visualizing War in Vietnamese Film and Fiction,” South East Asia Research 18, no. 2 (2010): 225-47. [EBSCOhost]
Question: Why are memories and meanings of the Vietnam War problematic for contemporary Vietnamese society? 


	Mar 9, 16, & 23

	
	Presentations & discussion



	Mar 30
	Lessons Learned?
	Mark Berger and Justin Reese, “From nation-states in conflict to conflict in nation-states:  The United States of America and nation building from South Vietnam to Afghanistan,” International Politics, 47, no. 5 (2010): 451-471. [EBSCOhost]
Final Paper due: Thursday April 5th
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