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TRENT UNIVERSITY, ACADEMIC YEAR 2011-2012
HISTORY 4401-A: SEMINAR ON EUROPEAN FASCISM, 1919-1945.
Course instructor: Antonio Cazorla-Sánchez (acazorla@trentu.ca).
Office: LEC 101.8
Phone: (705)-748-1011 ext. 7095

Classes: Mondays 18-20 pm

Office hours: Mondays 5-5:50, Tuesdays 10-10.50, or by appointment

Administrative Assistant: Christine Quigley (LEC 101.3; ph. 748-1011, ext. 7706).
Required readings:
Mark Mazower, Dark Continent: Europe’s Twentieth Century

Robert Bosworth, Mussolini
Stanley Payne, A History of Fascism, 1914-45
Aristotle Kallis, ed., The Fascism Reader
Movies: 
Rome: Open City

The Architecture of Doom
What is this course all about?
You might think that Fascism is something of the past, and probably you are right. The problem is that the past is always with us because it explains us. Conversely, when you explain yourself you are interpreting the past. Fascism caused some of the worst events of recent history, so we can safely say that it belongs to the worst of us all. This is why course will try to introduce you not only to the History of European Fascism but also to the relationship between us and European Fascism. It is not a happy story. But so is History. And if that helps, let me tell you that nobody who dares to go into the past comes back completely clean. If you are still interested, please, keep reading this syllabus.
What are our objectives?

We can easily judge other people’s mistakes, but we are playing with a great advantage because we know more or less what the consequences of their decisions were. It is thus very easy to be unfair if we cannot penetrate the ideas, the options, and circumstances of a period. In the case of Fascism, how do we do that? I am not sure we can answer that. Instead, this course modestly proposes achieving two objectives:


-The first is to know the historical facts such as the origins of Fascism, its coming to power, ideology, policies, the effects of those policies, etc.


-The second objective is far more difficult: explaining Fascism (or, basically, what Fascism is and why Fascism was so strong).

In order to achieve these two objectives (and to understand Fascism) the course has been designed with the following structure which comes with the mandatory readings.

Course expectations to be achieved by the end of the year:

· To identify most European countries, main events and personages related to Fascism.

· To know current historigraphy on Fascism

· To understand History beyond state or national boundaries

· To have an advanced understanding of Social, Cultural and Intellectual History

· To use films and novels critically as historical sources

Course structure
VERY IMPORTANT: Every week we are going to discuss many aspects of European Fascism. I will not give formal lectures, but I will propose questions to which you have to answer (or make further questions). Good questions by you can often be better that most answers. So, you have to read the relevant material before each session. If not you will be unable to follow the discussions in the seminar.
The formal structure of the course is as follows:
1) Describing Fascism: We start by inserting Fascism in European History. We do that by analysing Mazower’s very challenging book. The next stage takes us to the founder of the first Fascist regime and of Fascism, by analysing the biography of Benito Mussolini. During these first sessions, you might feel lost. There are many names, circumstances, dates, etc that you do not recognise. This is why you have Payne’s very complete guide to Fascism. Read it continuously to prepare our seminar sessions and answer any questions that you might have. Payne’s text is your book of reference regarding facts.
2) Explaining Fascism. Now that we know the basic facts, let’s go to the problems. What is Fascism? During several weeks we are going to work with the articles included in Aristotle Kallis’s book. They will be often very hard to follow, but do not worry, I have been reading about this for more than a decade and those kind of pieces are still hard for me. Quite often we will go back to the events and processes already described in Part I. The reason? We are linking facts and theories! We are explaining the Past! We are doing good History!
3) Your input. Now you know quite a bit about Fascism, not only because you have come to the seminar and read everything but also because you selected for the reading log a particular topic which really interests you. Thanks to all those readings, you can now make a 20 minutes in-class presentation. When the moment arrives you should remember that probably nobody in the room knows more about the topic than you.
Assignments and Grade Breakdown
- First term essay (15%), due October 31, on the following question: Were the Socialists responsible for Mussolini coming to power? Why?   Length: 7-8 pages. Use at least 5 refereed sources!
- Second term essay (15%), due January 16, on the following question: Compare the power, policies and achievements of Italian Fascism with those of Nazism. What conclusions can you reach and why do they matter? Length: 7-8 pages. Use at least 7 refereed sources!

- A 20 minutes in-class presentation (20%) followed by debate, starting February 27. VERY IMPORTANT: In October- November you must consult with me for available dates and appropriate topics. By December, you have to select one piece of reading, and give me a copy. Start thinking about countries and topics not discussed in depth in this course (for example, Fascism in Spain, Portugal, France, Eastern countries, Greece, United Kingdom, Scandinavia, Baltic, Ireland, etc; or Fascism and religious movements, women, family policies, children, artistic movements, science, etc). This means that during the last 5-6 weeks of the course, you as a group are responsible for conducting the course with your in-class presentations (three people each week).
- Five movies, five novels (or memoirs or articles) on Fascism in Europe (20%), due March 26. You have to read and watch, make groups of two (one film and one text) that are linked, a make a 5-pages abstract-critique for each group, plus a 4-5 pages final reflection. Total length: 30 pages. Important: No more than one group (five pages) on the Holocaust and the Nazis! Look for other, less-known topics, regimes and countries! I am looking forward for you to come with hard-to-find, good and rare movies, memoirs and novels. Look for non-Hollywood stuff! I do not want to see Spielberg (Schindler), Begnini (Life is Beautiful), or the Great Escape here! Also avoid cheesy material! Look for good writers! This assignment is designed to increase your knowledge, to make your more sophisticated, not for you to repeat all the clichés that we all know. START ASAP!!! YOU WILL HAVE TO ORDER MOVIES AND MEMOIRS FROM OTHER LIBRARIES!!!
- Class participation (30%, it includes two 3-pages abstracts of each of the two movies, at 5% each). Very important: If you come but say nothing, and you have nothing to say you get no more than 50%.
CALENDAR:
September 12, Introduction.
PART I.  DESCRIBING FACISM.

September 19, What was the context for the success of Fascism? In what sense did Fascism respond to people’s ideas and anxieties?
Mazower, chapters 1-5.
September 26, How Fascism fits into our concept of European History? It is an exception, an aberration, or it is rooted in long, deep trends?
Mazower, chapters 6-11.
October 3, What are the historical origins of Italian Fascism and how do we distinguish it from other right-wing dictatorships that emerged in the 1920s?
Payne, chapters 1-5.
October 10, Thanksgiving holiday.

October 17, How and why did Mussolini come to power?

Borsthworth, chapters 1-8.
Reading week
October 31, What were the main contradictions and weaknesses of Mussolini’s regime? Borsthworth, chapters 9-18. First paper due.
November 7. Were Nazis different before World War II? If so, how? 

Payne, chapters 6 and 11.

PART II. EXPLAINING FASCISM.
All the articles come from Kallis’s book

November 14, How did the Historiography of Fascism evolve?
Kallis, “Introduction: Fascism in Historiography”. We will watch the movie Rome: Open City. You must write a 3-pages abstract of it and have it ready for the next meeting (5% participation mark)

November 21, What is Fascism?
Allardice, Kitchen, Linz, Eatwell, Payne, Patxon
November 28, We will watch the documentary The Architecture of Doom. You must write a 3-pages abstract of it and have it ready for the next meeting (5% participation mark)
December 5, What produces Fascism?
Togliatti, Martin, Maier, Eley, Griffin 
HOLYDAYS. Eat and drink with moderation. Read voraciously, please! And watch good movies for 5/5!
January 9, Does Fascism have a common ideology?
Nolte, O’Sullivan, Sternhell, Griffin, Payne

January 16, Did Fascism fail in Romania, Hungary, Spain, France and the UK? Why? Were those movements really Fascist?
Barbu, Deak, Lewis, Ellwood, Soucy, Thurlow. Second essay due.
January 23, How did Fascism rule? Which techniques were original and which were borrowed from previous or contemporary systems?
Friederich and Brezezinski, Neuman, Koehl, Thompson, Mallman and Paul, Kershaw, Knox, Costa Pinto.
January 30, What is the role of racism in the Fascist thinking and practice?
Goldhagen, Burleigh and Wipperman, Steimbeg, Neocleus, Robertson, Zuccotti.
February 6, Who supported Fascism and who opposed it?
Wanrooij, Abse, Peukert, Stephenson, Paxton, Carr
February 13, Did the traditional elites support or oppose Fascism?
Blinkhorn, Muller, Turner, Lyttelton, Ben Ami.
Reading week
PART III. YOUR INPUT.
From now on: 3 readings every week selected by the persons who do the presentations
February 27, In-class presentations
March 5, No class, I will be in Europe
March 12, in-class presentations

March 19, in-class presentations
March 26, in-class presentations. Five movies/five  novels, memoirs or articles paper due.
April 2, in-class presentations
USEFUL INFORMATION:

Academic Integrity: Academic dishonesty, which includes plagiarism and cheating, is an extremely serious academic offence and carries penalties varying from a 0 grade on an assignment to expulsion from the University. Definitions, penalties, and procedures for dealing with plagiarism and cheating are set out in Trent University’s Academic Integrity Policy. You have a responsibility to educate yourself - unfamiliarity with the policy is not an excuse. You are strongly encouraged to visit Trent’s Academic Integrity website to learn more - www.trentu.ca/academicintegrity. In particular, students who submit essays that are bought, borrowed or lifted from another source (such as the internet) and then presented as original work will fail the course and face further disciplinary action.  Assignments must be prepared for this course alone. An essay prepared for or used in another course will be failed. If you are drawing from sources used in assignments for other courses, your tutor should be notified beforehand.

Papers: Always use at least 5 refereed sources, and always write essays double-spaced, and with footnotes (do not use citations internal to the text). Badly written pieces will receive a bad mark. NEVER QUOTE ME OR ANOTHER LECTURER!  If you have writing problems, you should seek help. This university has resources to assist you; use them! And remember, I am always glad to give you advice on how to write a paper. Students are required to submit all research notes, outlines and rough drafts for their essays, along with the finished version.
Deadlines: THIS IS A MAJOR PROBLEM. THIS IS UNIVERSITY. WE ARE TRAINING YOU TO BE GOOD PROFESSIONALS. So deadlines exist to be respected. If you have a problem before handling an assignment I want to know it before the due day. The penalty for late submissions is half grade per day (so from B, for example, you go down to a B-, then a C+, and so on until the very end)
Access to Instruction: It is Trent University’s intent to create an inclusive learning environment. If a student has a disability and/or health consideration and feels that he/she may need accommodations to succeed in this course, the student should contact the Disability Services Office (Disability Services, Blackburn Hall, Suite 132, 748-1281, disabilityservices@trentu.ca) as soon as possible. The complete text can be found under Access to Instruction in the Academic Calendar.

