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                       HISTORY 4100Y: ADVANCED SEMINAR IN CANADIAN HISTORY
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 Instructor: Brian Thorn

 E-mail Address: bthorn@trentu.ca 

 Secretary: Patricia Heffernan Frost, LEC S 101.3  748-1011, Ext. 7706  pheffernan@trentu.ca  M-F 8:30-4:30   

 Seminar Meeting Times: Tuesdays 11:00-12:50 (LEC 101.6), 4:00-5:50 PM (OCA 207), 7:00-8:50 PM (OCA 204)  

 Office: LEC N 112   

 Office Phone: 748-1011, Ext. 7839

 Office Hours: Tuesdays 10-11:00 AM, 3-3:50 PM or by appointment.  

 I am always pleased to see, talk, and email with you. 

        What is “the state”? Is it the same as the “government”? Why do we need the state? How have elites and ordinary people conceptualized the state in modern Canada? Has the state always worked to repress workers, women, racial and ethnic minorities, gays and lesbians, and other dissidents? Or is the function of the state more complex and contradictory? Is there a particularly “Canadian” construction of the state? Perhaps above all, how have conceptions and uses of the state and government, among elites and ordinary Canadians, changed or remained constant over time?   

      These are some of the questions and issues that we will explore in History 4100Y. The course will examine the growth of the Canadian state, at the provincial and – especially - federal levels, during the course of the twentieth-century. We will examine how elites in government, business, and the military used the state but we will also spend an equal amount of time on how ordinary Canadian workers, women, immigrants, gays and lesbians and left and right-wing dissidents challenged and changed state policy. Thus, the course will combine political, diplomatic, social, and cultural history. Some of the specific topics that we will look at are: the state and its effect on urbanization and industrialization, World War I and the growth of state repression, the 1930s and the expansion of the welfare state, World War II and the drastic expansion of state power, immigrant ethnic groups and their relationship to the state, the growth of the post-war welfare state, 1960s-era radicalism and how it changed state policy, gay and lesbian activism and its relationship to the state, and the changes in state policy since the mid-1970s, with the rise of “neo-liberal” ideology. We will conclude the course by examining how the state has adapted to the post-9/11 era and terrorism. 

     Course Requirements: 

     Participation: 20%

     Presentation: 15% 

     Book Review (5-6 pages on one of the course texts): 20%    Due Week 6: October 19th

     Prospectus for Term Paper (c. 4-5 pages): 10%    Due Week 13: December 7th. 

     Term Paper: (25-30 pages): 35%     Due: April 8th, 2011     (Tentatively). 

      Texts:

     Required: 

     Nancy Christie, Engendering the State: Family, Work, and Welfare in Canada. Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2000. 

     Gary Kinsman, Dieter K. Buse, and Mercedes Steedman, Eds., Whose National Security? Canadian State Surveillance and the Creation of Enemies. Toronto: Between the Lines, 2000. 

     James Struthers, The Limits of Affluence: Welfare in Ontario, 1920-1970. Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1994. 

     Brian Thorn, HIST 4100: Politics and the Growth of State Power in 20th-Century Canada. Toronto: Canadian Scholars’ Press Coursepack, 2010. 

     Recommended: 

     Robert Bothwell, Ian Drummond, John English, Canada 1900-1945. Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1987. 

     Robert Bothwell, Ian Drummond, John English, Canada Since 1945: Power, Politics, and Provincialism, Revised ed. Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1989.     

    Guidelines for Grading and Written Assignments: 

   Participation: 20%  You are expected to attend every class and to participate in class. I do take attendance and you will receive a grade on participation every week. I encourage discussion on all topics relevant to the course material inside and outside of class. We want our seminars to be lively, engaging, and passionate. We are all responsible for creating an atmosphere in which everyone feels comfortable to speak. If you have any concerns about your participation grade, feel free to come and speak to me. 

   Presentation: 15%  Beginning with the fourth week of classes, one or two members of the class will be responsible for leading the first hour (approx.) of class discussion. I would like these presentations to be a dialogue between the presenters and the rest of the class and not a lecture. As presenters, you should do the readings and then come up with a list of questions in order to lead the discussion. You may also want to do something creative or interesting (ie. a group activity, show part of a movie, play a song). I will need a set of notes for the presentation so that there is a written record of it. If there are more than one of you presenting on a certain date, then you will need to meet in advance to discuss how you plan to divide up the readings and prepare the presentation. A sign-up sheet for the presentations will be passed around within the first two weeks of classes. 

   Book Review: 20%  This should be 5-6 pages and will be due on October 19th. You are being asked to choose one of the course texts (excluding the course pack) and to write a critical, historically contextualized review of the book of your choice. When writing the paper, consider first and foremost whether or not the author’s main argument is convincing and why? You may also want to think about how the authors make their argument(s), what kinds of sources they use to make their arguments, if the author(s) has made a strong contribution to Canadian history, and on how the writing of history has changed over time (since some of the texts were written in the 1980s and 1990s) from the 1980s to the present time. In order to complete the book review, you will need to look at 3-4 sources (books and/or articles.You can use book reviews of the text if you wish) outside of the text that you choose in order to determine whether or not the author’s main argument is valid in the context of other historical writing on the same topic. Look at the footnotes in the text that you choose to find other sources for the paper. You are also free to come and see me to discuss the essay. All written work in this course will be marked on the basis of content and style. You should have a strong thesis statement, evidence to back up your main point, good writing (including grammar/spelling) and a strong conclusion. 

   Prospectus for Term Paper: 10% This should be 4-5 pages and will be due on December 7th, our last class of the first term. Here, you will tell me what you are doing for your final, major term paper (due in April) and outline the topic in some detail. You should state what the topic is, outline some of the arguments that you might make in the final paper, and talk about some of the primary and secondary sources that you might use for the paper: eg. for primary sources newspapers, diaries of particular people, RCMP and police files, court records, personal papers. For secondary sources, you should outline the 3 or 4 main historians who have written about your topic. You can choose any topic relevant to the course material: the growth of the welfare state, state coercion against a particular group of people, how a particular politician (or group of politicians) shaped the Canadian state, how a group of people resisted state coercion. A detailed list of topics follows below.  

   Term Paper: 35% This should be between 25-30 pages and will tentatively be due on April 8th, 2011. Ideally, I would like to see you use some limited primary sources to write this paper, although I am fine with a detailed, critical, historiographical paper that reviews the relevant historical texts on a certain topic. Since the paper is long, you will need a very strong argument (or series of arguments) to carry the paper.  You will also need 5-6 secondary arguments to back up your main thesis, and a strong conclusion, tying up the paper. As with any other issue related to the course, you should feel free to come and see me if you are having trouble either coming up with a topic or if you are having trouble finding sources for the essay.

                   Suggestions for Term Paper Topics: (these are only suggestions. You are free to choose/create your own topic or take these suggestions in another direction.)  

1. How did Native people resist the encroachment of the Canadian state during a certain period? (ie. late-19th-century, mid-20th-century, post-1970 years)         

2. How and why did William Lyon Mackenzie King’s time as Prime Minister lead to the growth of the Canadian state? (you could also use another Prime Minister: Robert Borden, Lester Pearson, Brian Mulroney et al.)

3. Did the Winnipeg General Strike of 1919 lead to the growth of the federal Canadian state?   

4. Was the introduction of Mothers’ Allowances in 1920 positive for Canadian women? Was the growth of the Welfare State always a boon for oppressed groups in Canadian society? 

5. Did the Windsor Ford Strike of 1945 lead to beneficial changes for Canadian workers? How have working people been able to use the state for their own benefit? 

6. Was 1960s’ radicalism in Canada a departure from, or in keeping with, the previous radical traditions in Canada? How does the growth of the state fit into this question? 

7. How have gays and lesbians interacted with, and challenged, the Canadian state? 

8. How has the Canadian state been used to facilitate economic development? Is this different from the experiences of other nations? (ie. the U.S., Britain, continental Europe et al.) 

9. How might we describe the experiences of different ethnic groups (Chinese, Indians, African-Canadians, Muslims) in connection with the state? 

10. Has the Canadian state always been repressive toward marginalized groups in society? Under which circumstances have these groups been able to extract concessions from the state?   

  Policy on Late Assignments:

  Late assignments will be penalized at –1% per day up to five days (weekends count as one day). Make sure you keep your notes and rough work for an essay even after it has been marked and returned, in case questions of authorship arise. E-mail submission or disks of assignments will not be accepted. Do not hand in, or mail, your only copy of an assignment. In the event that an assignment is submitted but does not reach me, you will need to produce and submit another copy. 

  Trent Grading System: 

 A+ 90-100            B+ 77-79             C+ 67-69           D+ 57-59      F 0-49

 A 85-89                B 73-76                C 63-66             D 53-56

 A- 80-84               B- 70-72              C- 60-62            D- 50-52

Policy on Academic Dishonesty:

 Plagiarism is an extremely serious academic offence and carries penalties varying from failure in an assignment to debarment from the university. Definitions, procedures and penalties for dealing with plagiarism are set out in Trent University’s “Academic Dishonesty Policy,” which is printed in the University Calendar. 

Access to Instruction: 

 It is Trent University’s intent to create an inclusive learning environment. If a student has a disability and/or health consideration and feels that she or he may need accommodations to succeed in this course, the student should contact the Disability Services Office (BL 109, 748-1281), disabilityservices@trentu.ca as soon as possible. Complete text can be found under Access to Instruction in the Academic Calendar.

E-Mail Contacts: 

  Every student is expected to have a TRENT email address and to check it regularly. If a class has to be cancelled, or if there is any other matter that you should know about prior to class, you will be sent an email on your Trent account.   

                                HIST 4100Y: SCHEDULE OF TOPICS AND READINGS 

   First Term: 

    September 14: Introduction to Course: Past Experiences, Expectations. No reading. 

    September 21: Concepts of the State: What is the State? How has it been conceived historically? Reading: Nancy Christie, Engendering the State, Introduction; James Struthers, The Limits of Affluence, Introduction; in coursepack: articles by James Scott, Leo Panitch, and Reg Whitaker. 

    September 28: The Canadian State Prior to 1900: What was its nature? Was there a “state” during this period? How did Native People negotiate with the early Canadian state? Reading: in coursepack: articles by Loo (“Property, Geography, and British Columbia’s Courts”), Kealey and Palmer, Cole and Chaiken, and Greer. 

   October 5: The Early Twentieth-Century: Reform Movements and the Prelude to World War I. How did the state facilitate urbanization and industrialization?  Do we see the rise of ideas of “moral regulation” and “social control” during the period? Reading: Christie, Chapter One; Robert Bothwell et al., Canada 1900-1945, pp. 37-118 (optional); in coursepack: articles by Sangster (“Incest, the Sexual Abuse of Children, and the Power of Familialism”) and Valverde (“Moral and Social Reform”). 

   October 12: World War I: Politics, Economics, and the Prelude to the Welfare State. How and why did World War One change how Canadians saw the state? Did it lead, directly or indirectly, to the welfare state? Reading: Christie, Chapter Two and Three; Bothwell, pp. 119-138, 169-185 (optional); in coursepack: articles by Johnston and Maynard. 

    October 19: World War I: State Repression, Censorship, and the Workers’ Revolt. Why did World War I see an upsurge in workers’ militance, and state repression? Can we see parallels between the repression of ethnic groups in earlier periods and the post-9/11 period? What caused the workers’ revolt? Reading: Christie, Chapter Four; Bothwell, 153-168; in coursepack: articles by Kealey and Keshen. Book Review Due.      

   October 26: Reading Week. No Classes or Readings. 

   November 2: The 1920s: The Temporary Decline of the State or The Inexorable Rise of the “Nanny State”? Was the 1920s a watershed decade in the growth of the state? Why were Mothers’ Allowances first introduced during this decade? Why did workers’ and women’s activism arguably decrease during the 1920s? Reading: Christie, Chapter Five; Struthers, Chapters One and Two; Bothwell, pp. 199-227; in coursepack: articles by Parnaby and Little. 

   November 9: The 1930s I: The Reinvigoration of the Welfare State? Why did the welfare state grow (at the Provincial level) during the 1930s? Why was the Great Depression such a huge watershed in Canadian history? Reading: Christie, Chapter Six; Struthers, Chapter Three; Bothwell, pp. 245-258 (optional); in coursepack: articles by Fisher, Owram, and Quinn.   

   November 16: The 1930s II: Working-Class Protest, Union Organization, and State Repression. How might we characterize working-class and union activism during the 1930s? Did the state’s coercive powers increase during the 1930s, as it arguably did in the United States during the same period? Reading: Bothwell, pp. 259-277; Gary Kinsman et al, Eds., Whose National Security, Chapters Two and Three; in coursepack: articles by Lorne Brown and Paul Axelrod.

  November 23: World War II: Workers’ Protest and the Drastic Increase in the State’s Power. Did World War II see a stronger growth in the state than World War I? Why or why not? Why did workers have more power during World War II than during other periods in history? Reading: Christie, Chapter Seven; Struthers, Chapter Four; Bothwell, pp. 317-335, 349-373; in coursepack: article by  Judy Fudge and Eric Tucker. 

  November 30: World War II: Women and Ethnic Minorities and the State. What did World War II mean for women and racial and ethnic minorities? What does the Japanese Internment say to us about how the state viewed racial and ethnic minorities? Reading: Bothwell, pp. 375-387; in coursepack: articles by Bangarth and Pierson. 

 December 7: No reading but Prospectus for Term Paper Due. 

                        Second Term:

 January 11: Post-War Canada I: The Growth of the Economy and the State. Why was the 1945-1960 period a relatively prosperous one? Did the Cold War lead, directly or indirectly, to the expansion of the post-war welfare state? Reading: Struthers, Chapter Five; Bothwell et al., Canada Since 1945, pp. 139-150; Kinsman, Chapters Eleven and Twelve; in coursepack: articles by Loo (“People in the Way”), Owram, and Korinek. 

 January 18: Post-War Canada II: Anti-Communism, the Cold War, and the Increase in the Surveillance State. Why did the early Cold War years see so much paranoia in Canadian society? Was the “Red Scare” in Canada equivalent to that of the U.S.? Do we still see echoes of the Red Scare in Canada today? Reading: Bothwell, pp. 186-197, 220-237; Kinsman, Chapters Four, Five, Nine and Ten. 

 January 25: The 1960s I: Affluence, Canadian Nationalism, the 1967 Centennial, and the State. Why did Canadian nationalism increase significantly during the 1960s? Did a new and different conception of the Canadian state arise during this period? Why or why not? Reading: Struthers, Chapters Six, Seven; Bothwell, pp. 238-254, 287-306; Kinsman, Chapters Seven, Eight; in coursepack: article by Igartua (“Bewailing Their Loss”). 

  February 1: The 1960s II: Radicalism, Social Protest, and the New Left. Why was the 1960s a decade of radicalism? How did the state react to the increase in protest? Reading: Struthers, Chapter Eight; Bothwell, pp. 307-312; Kinsman, Chapter Eighteen; in coursepack: articles by Zelko and Palmer (“New Left Liberations”). 

  February 8: The 1970s and 1980s: Protest and Retreat. Women and Gay and Lesbian Organizing. Why did 1960s-era protest tail off so rapidly? Did the growth of the welfare state influence the fairly quick decline of radicalism? How did women and gay and lesbian activists use the state in the late-1960s and 1970s? Reading: Bothwell pp. 315-358 (optional); in coursepack: articles by Warnar and Little. 

  February 15: The 1980s and 1990s. The Rise of Neo-Liberalism and Neo-Conservatism. Why were the 1980s and 1990s relatively conservative decades? How did conceptions of the state fit into neo-liberal ideology? Was neo-liberalism a new kind of ideology or did it simply borrow from previous viewpoints? Reading: Bothwell, pp. 429-474; Kinsman, Chapters Nineteen and Twenty-One; in coursepack: articles by Panitch and Swartz (“The Mulroney Record,” and “The Social Contract”) and McBride. 

   February 22: The 1990s and the Twenty-First Century. The Post-9/11 Years and the “War on Terror.” Have we seen a new kind of state surveillance during the war on terror? Is recent anti-Arab racism a new phenomenon in Canadian history? How has the Canadian state changed over the past century? Reading: Kinsman, Chapters Twenty and Twenty-Two; in coursepack: articles by Milloy, Carty and Brand (“Visible Minority Women”), and Bunting and Mokhtari (on migrant Muslim women). 

   March 1-April 5: No classes or readings. Use this time to write and perfect your term paper. I will be in my office on Tuesdays and will be available to discuss your essays but we will not have classes. We will meet on Tuesday, March 29th to do the course evaluation and to discuss any final questions that you might have about the term paper. Your term paper will be due on Friday April 8th by 4:30 PM to my office.     

  . 

