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The course explores the ‘early modern’ period of European history, which runs from roughly 1500 to roughly 1800.  That era is somewhat oddly situated, sandwiched as it is between the middle ages on one side, and the ‘modern’ world created in the wake of the French and Industrial Revolutions on the other.  Some developments clearly distinguish the era as modern: the rise of the nation state, the scientific revolution, the dawn of enlightened philosophy, the growth of cities.  Yet it remains distinctly pre-industrial, and thus, a world very different from our own.  It is a world populated mainly by agrarian peasants, who hold ideas we would term superstitious, and participate in rituals that we have trouble understanding.  This mix of the old and the new make it a fascinating period to study.  Where else can one consider the meaning of witch trials occurring simultaneously with a scientific revolution?

We will try to balance political, social, cultural and intellectual history, moving back and forth between different approaches to the period.  That said, we will focus a good deal of attention on social and cultural history, and practice some history from below.  Thus, while we will explore major sea changes like the Protestant Reformation, the rise of Absolutism, the English Civil Wars and the Enlightenment, we will also try to get at the lived experiences of common people by looking at topics like the family, village relations, popular religion, literacy, sexuality, and crime.  The hope is that by balancing various approaches we can get a better understanding how major events impacted common people’s lives, and how common people impacted the course of history.  In the end, I hope that students will have a firm understanding of the major transformations that changed Europe in the period.  Our period bridges the gap between the middle ages and the Industrial Revolution.  Learning how Europe got from one to the other is crucial, revealing, and, I hope, exciting. 

Course goals:

As a third year course, History 3800 provides a more detailed investigation of early modern European history, building on methodologies, interdisciplinary approaches, and skills learned in other history courses. Students will further develop their skills in historical research, analysis, interpretation, and problem solving, working with both primary and secondary sources, and critically evaluating the ideas of major thinkers in the field.  Students will be encouraged to make use of the tools of interdisciplinary theory and historiography to situate their own original arguments in the context of ongoing historical debates and to assess evidence critically.  In essays and class discussions, students will hone their ability to communicate ideas effectively and logically. Students on completing the course successfully should understand the basic conventions of historical writing, the rules of academic integrity and professionalism, the importance of personal initiative and accountability, and the evolving nature of historical knowledge.

Course Texts: The following are on sale at the Trent University Bookstore
Required:

*History 3800 Coursepack

* Jeffery R. Watt, The Long Reformation (Houghton Mifflin, 2005)

*Nathalie Zemon Davis, The Return of Martin Guerre  (Cambridge, Mass; Harvard 

University Press, 1983)

*Carlo Ginzburg, The Cheese and the Worms: the cosmos of a sixteenth century 

miller, trans. John and Anne Tedeschi, (New York: Penguin, 1980).
 *Dorinda Outram, The Enlightenment (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1995).
OPTIONAL (for background only):
If the period is new to you, this may prove helpful. (A copy is on Reserve in Bata)
John Merriman, History of Modern Europe: Volume I, From the Renaissance to the Age of Napoleon 3rd ed. (Norton, 2009). 
(Note – if you can find used copies of the 1st (1996) or 2nd editions, that’s fine, though page numbers on this syllabus won’t match.)   

COURSEWORK AND GRADING SCHEME:

Tutorials:  (20%) Weekly, 50 minutes.  The focus of discussion will be the assigned readings.  Students are expected to attend all tutorials, to have completed all the readings, and participate actively in the seminar discussion. Tutorials are especially important because they cover material that is not covered in the lecture.  So attendance and participation is crucial.  Absences will quickly cut deeply into the 20% tutorial component of your final grade.  

Presentations: (8%) Each student will take a turn leading the seminar discussion. Students will lead the discussion by posing questions to their classmates.  Students presenting can, if they wish, briefly discuss what they thought about the readings, but the core of the presentation should be your questions. (The point is not to have the class listen to you, but for you to get your classmates talking.) So instead of explaining what you thought was important, steer the class through a discussion of what you thought was important by posing thoughtful questions.  Students will hand in their list of (at least 10) questions as part of the assignment.  You will be graded on how well you lead the discussion as well as on the quality of the questions. Good questions will do more than simply ask students to regurgitate simple facts. They will ask students to analyze, interpret or compare the information in some way. *Note: Students will not be allowed to make up for a missed presentation.

Primary Document Review (7%): Students will examine a primary source from the 16th, 17th or 18th century and write a short paper (between 1000-1500 words) detailing how the historian can use it to learn about some aspect of the period. (Specifics to come). Due in tutorial on Oct. 11.

Historiography Review (15%):  Review two books and one article on a topic.  Write a paper that reviews the works under consideration, with attention to thesis, method, and sources.  Develop a comparative discussion of the works which not only contrasts the strengths and weaknesses of the interpretation, but which gives a sense of the status of research on the topic. This means answering questions like:  What has been established?  What seem to be the main approaches or arguments? What more needs to be done?  What questions remain unanswered? If there is debate, what would need to be done to resolve the tension or settle the question?

The purpose of this is to get students thinking about what historians have said and done on a given topic.  I hope that many students will decide to write their research essay on the same topic.  (Although you do not have to.) But if you do, and you approach this assignment properly, you will begin the second term project with a sense of what you need to do to research the topic further.  What secondary literature seems important? Are there particular works that your authors stress as central?  Is there a particular aspect of the broader topic that you want to focus on?  Is there a body of primary sources that you can explore?  The expected length is 1500-2000 words.  This is due in class on December 6.
Research Essay: (25%) I will distribute a list of possible paper topics early in the year.  Students wishing to develop their own topic may do so, but they must clear it with me well in advance.  I will not accept papers written on a topic that I have not approved.   I encourage students to consider working on the same topic for both papers. Of course, I will expect you to do a considerable amount of additional research.  It should be between 3000-3500 words, and it is due in class on March 13.

Grading:

Tutorial Performance

20%

Primary Document Study 
  7% 
Presentations


  8%

Historiography Review
15%

Research Essay

25%

Final Exam


25%

Other Business:

Extensions/Lateness Policy: Extensions will only be considered in exceptional circumstances, and will require supporting documentation (e.g. medical notes).  Any extension must be arranged before the due date. The penalty on late papers is three points per day, including weekends.  

Submitting Work:  Papers must be handed in to me directly.  You assume the risk of loss if you attempt any other method of submission.  I will not accept papers submitted electronically. 

Academic Integrity:

Academic dishonesty, which includes plagiarism and cheating, is an extremely serious academic offence and carries penalties varying from a 0 grade on an assignment to expulsion from the University.  Definitions, penalties, and procedures for dealing with plagiarism and cheating are set out in Trent University’s Academic Integrity Policy. You have a responsibility to educate yourself – unfamiliarity with the policy is not an excuse. You are strongly encouraged to visit Trent’s Academic Integrity website to learn more: www.trentu.ca/academicintegrity. 
Do Not Submit Identical Work for Two Classes:  It is important to make explicit that it can constitute an academic offence to submit the same work for credit in two separate courses.  Even though it is your original work, you might unwittingly get yourself into trouble.  See me if you have any doubts when planning your research.  
Access to Instruction:
It is Trent University's intent to create an inclusive learning environment. If a student has a disability and/or health consideration and feels that he/she may need accommodations to succeed in this course, the student should contact the Disability Services Office (BL Suite 109, 748-1281, disabilityservices@trentu.ca) as soon as possible. Complete text can be found under Access to Instruction in the Academic Calendar.

Please see the Trent University academic calendar for University Diary dates, Academic Information and Regulations, and University and departmental degree requirements.
The last date to withdraw from Fall/Winter full courses without academic penalty in 2009-10 is February 7, 2012.
SCHEDULE & READINGS
Sept  13   Introduction

TUTORIAL: - Choose presentations. 

Sept. 20  The Protestant Reformation.


(Background: Merriman, 80-113)

TUTORIAL:   Watt (ed.), The Long Reformation, Chapter 1, “The Theory of Confessionalization”, pp. 11-55

Sept 26  The Counter Reformation & Religious Violence


(Background Merriman, 114-140)
TUTORIAL:   

N. Z. Davis, “Rites of Violence: Religious Riot in Sixteenth-Century France” Past and Present, 59 (1973). Pp. 51-116

Mack Holt, “Popular Disorder and Religious tensions: The Making of

a Massacre, 1570-1574” in The French Wars of Religion, 1562-1629,

(Cambridge University Press, 1996), pp. 76-97   

Oct 4  The World We Have Lost: the Early Modern Village

(Background Merriman, pp. 3-25)
TUTORIAL: 

Nathalie Zemon Davis, The Return of Martin Guerre (Cambridge, Mass; Harvard University Press, 1983)

Oct. 11 An Ordered Society?: Gender and the Family

TUTORIAL:

Watt (ed.), The Long Reformation, Chapter 4, “The Reformation and Gender”, pp. 143-199.       

*** PRIMARY DOCUMENT STUDY DUE***

Oct 18 Change and Conflict in Rural Europe
TUTORIAL: 

Tutorial = Watt (ed.), The Long Reformation, Chapter 3, “The Reformation of Rituals”, pp. 103-141
Oct 25:  READING BREAK
Nov. 1: Popular Religion and Witchcraft
TUTORIAL: 

Watt (ed.), The Long Reformation, Chapter 2, “Popular Religion”, pp. 57-101

Nov 8:  Literacy, printing and popular mentalities 
TUTORIAL:

Carlo Ginzburg, The Cheese and the Worms: the cosmos of a sixteenth century 

miller, trans. John and Anne Tedeschi, (New York: Penguin, 1980).
Nov 15:  The Crisis of the Seventeenth Century 

(Background: 140-161 & Chap. 5 ‘Rise of Atlantic Economy”) 

TUTORIAL: 
Watt (ed.), The Long Reformation, Chapter 5, “The ‘Success’ of the Reformation”, pp. 201-242
Nov 22:  Absolutism: in Theory and in Practice
(Background: Merriman, Chap. 7)

TUTORIAL: 

James Brophy et. al. (eds.) “Nicolo Machiavelli The Prince”  and  “Absolutism and Empire” Chapter 15 in Perspectives from the Past: Primary Sources in Western Civilization Volume 1: From the Ancient Near East to the Age of Absolutism 3rd edition (Norton, 2005), pp. 535-559 & 672-704.

&

Nov 30:  The English Civil War: the politics of religion
(Background, Merriman, Chap. 6, pp. 208-226)
TUTORIAL: 


Robert Bucholz and Newton Key, Early Modern England: A Narrative History, 

1485-1714 (Blackwell, 2004), PP. 201-250
Dec. 6: The Glorious Revolution and the Transformation of Politics.


(Background: Merriman, 226-32, 404-408)

No Tutorial: Historiography Review Due at Lecture

WINTER BREAK – eat, drink, be merry…

Jan. 10: Plague and people 
TUTORIAL

Ann Carmichael, Plague and the Poor in Renaissance Florence (Cambridge UP, 1986) pp. 108-131

Richelle Munkhoff, ‘Searchers of the Dead: Authority, Marginality, and the Interpretation of Plague in England, 1574–1665’ Gender & History, 11 (1) (1999),  1–29
Jan. 17: Cities: Squeezing a million people into a few square miles
(Background: Merriman, pp. 349-378

TUTORIAL: 

A. L. Beier, “Social Problems in Elizabethan London,” Journal of 
Interdisciplinary History, 9 (1978-9) pp. 203-221

Robert Shoemaker, “Reforming the City: The Reformation of Manners Campaign 

in London, 1690-1738” in Lee Davison (et al) eds. Stilling the Grumbling Hive: 
The Response to Social and Economic Problems in England 1689-1750 (New 

York: St. Martin’s Press, 1992) pp. 99-120. 


Jan 24: Crime & Punishment
(Background: Merriman, pp. 378-385.)
TUTORIAL

Douglas Hay, “Property, Authority and the Criminal Law” in Hay et al (eds.) 

Albion’s Fatal Tree: Crime and Society in Eighteenth-Century England (1975), pp. 17-64

Jan 31: Poverty, Poor Relief and Charity  
TUTORIAL:
Lynn Hollen Lees, The Solidarities of Strangers: The English Poor Laws and the 
People, (Cambridge, 1998) Chapters 1 and 3, pp. 21-41 and 82-111

Feb 7: Scientific Revolution ?
(Background: Merriman, Chapter 8.)

TUTORIAL: 

Lisa T. Sarasohn, “Science and Society” chapter 3 in The Scientific Revolution (Houghton Mifflin, 2003), pp. 75-109.

Feb 14:  Eighteenth-century Sex and Sexuality 

TUTORIAL: 

Tim Hitchcock, “Redefining Sex in Eighteenth-Century England”, History 
Workshop Journal 41 (1996) pp. 72-90.

&

Robert Shoemaker, “Sexuality” (Chapter 3 of his) Gender in English Society, 
1650-1850: The emergence of Separate Spheres? (Longman, 1998), pp. 59-86 

FEB 21 = No class, READING BREAK
Feb. 28: March 2: The Enlightenment, old and new 
(Background: Merriman, Chapter 9)

TUTORIAL:

Dorinda Outram The Enlightenment, chapters 1-4.
March 6: Enlightenment and Revolution: The Meaning of 1789
(Background: Merriman, Chapter 12)

TUTORIAL:  

Dorinda Outram The Enlightenment, chapters 5-9.

March 13: Week Off:  Research Papers Due
March 20: The Personal is Political: Popular Politics 


(Background: Merriman, 404-425)
TUTORIAL:

Mary Thale (ed.) Selections from the Papers of the London Corresponding Society, 1792-1799 (Cambridge University Press, 1983), pp. xv-xxix & 5-14.

Robert Darnton, “An Early Information Society: News and the Media in Eighteenth-Century Paris”, American Historical Review 105 (1) (2000): 1-35.

March 27: The Environmental Footprint of Early Modern Europe


TUTORIAL 


Keith Thomas – Man and the Natural World: a history of the modern sensibility, 

(Pantheon, 1983),pp. 243-302

April 3:  The Emergence of Modern Europe – a review of continuity and change
TUTORIAL:

Discussion of final exam and course evaluations.

