History 3650 

History of the Modern Middle East, 1800-2000s

F/W 2009/2010

Instructor: Marion Boulby 
Office: Lady Eaton College, S101.1 
Tel: 748-1011 (ext.7837) 
Email:marionboulby@trentu.ca 

Lecture: Wednesday, 12-2, Bata Library
Office Hours, Thursday, 1-3.

Course Description 

This is an introductory course covering major developments in the history of the modern Middle East from the last century of the Ottoman Empire to the present day. Topics covered will include the legacy of the Ottoman Empire, European colonization of parts of the Middle East, decolonization and the rise of nation states, the Israeli- Palestinian conflict, the emergence of twentieth/ twenty first century Islamist movements such as al-Qaeda and Hamas, US foreign policy in the region and the war in Iraq. Although we will cover a broad sweep of political history in this course we will also discuss aspects of micro social and cultural history, the stories of not only the “lifestyles of the rich and famous” but of everyday Middle Eastern lives. 

Required Texts (all available at Titles Bookstore, 379 George St. in downtown Peterborough))

Cleveland, William. A History of the Modern Middle East. Westview Press, 2009. 

Fernea, Elizabeth Warnock. Guests of the Sheikh. Doubleday, 2000.  
Nasiri, Omar. Inside the Jihad: my life with al-qaeda. Basic Books, 2006.
Pearlman, Wendy. Stories of Loss and Longing from the Second Intifadah, Basic Books, 2003.
Riverbend, Baghdad Burning: Girl Blog from Iraq, Feminist Press from the City University of New York: 2005..                            

Evaluation 

Tutorial participation (attendance 10%, research presentation 5%) 15%
Map quiz
5%

Two book review assignments 20% (Students choose one of two assignments in each term)

Mid term
20%

Final Exam
20%


Research Essay 20%

Important dates:
Oct.23 Fernea assignment due

Nov. 27 Nasiri assignment due

Nov.18 Midterm
Feb. 10 Pearlman assignment due
March 17 Riverbend assignments due

March 26 Research paper due

Written Assignments

Book review assignments, based on class discussions and questions assigned by the instructor should be approximately 5 double spaced typed pages. The research essay should be 15-20 double-spaced pages in length.
Written assignments should be submitted to the instructor or put in the department drop box by 4 pm on the day that they are due. Assignments emailed as attachments will NOT be accepted. 
Extensions for assignments will only be given in cases of documented illness or personal emergency. In other cases late papers will be penalized by 5% a day. No papers will be accepted more than one week after the assignment due date without documentation.
Tutorials 

The tutorial sessions will be used for discussion of readings, lectures and review. Tutorials will meet every second week, starting the third week of term. In the second term, students will have the opportunity of presenting their research paper topics to other students for discussion and peer feedback. 

Academic Integrity: Academic dishonesty, which includes plagiarism and cheating, is an extremely serious academic offence and carries penalties varying from a zero grade on an assignment to expulsion from the University. Definitions, penalties, and procedures for dealing with plagiarism and cheating are set out in Trent University’s Academic Integrity Policy. You have a responsibility to educate yourself-unfamiliarity with the policy is not an excuse. You are strongly advised to visit Trent’s Academic Integrity website to learn more – www.trentu.ca/academicintegrity.

Access to Instruction: It is Trent University’s intent to create an inclusive learning environment. If a student has a disability and/or health consideration and feels that he/she may need accommodations to succeed in this course, the student should contact the Disability Services Office (BL Suite 109; 748-1281;     MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor disabilityservices@trentu.ca
) as soon as possible. Complete text can be found under Access to Instruction in the Academic Calendar.
.

Lecture and Seminar Schedule Fall and Winter Terms
N.B. This schedule may be slightly altered especially in the event of visiting speakers or film availability. 

Date:
  
 Topics



Reading (Cleveland)

Seminar 

Sept.16
Introduction







No seminar
Sept. 23
The Middle East an overview




No seminar

Sept. 30
Islam and the Middle East
1-35



Fernea
Oct.7

Ottomans and Safavids 

37-56



Fernea
N.B. October 7 Map Quiz!

Oct.14
Forging a Synthesis: Reforms
57-102


Discussion
Oct.21
Egypt and Iran in the 19th century
109-117

Discussion


NB. October 23th: Fernea Assignment Due!

Oct. 28
NO CLASS READING WEEK

Nov. 4

Response of Islamic Society
119-132


Nasiri
Nov.11

Debating Gender Roles 

(video)


Nasiri
Nov.18
Midterm

Nov. 25
No class (Professor attending conference)

NB. Nov.27: Nasiri assignments due!
Dec. 2

Modern Zionism


239-43


Discussion
Dec. 9

WWI, Partition and Arab struggle for independence
149-170,193-237.








Discussion
WINTER BREAK

Jan. 6

Authoritarian Reform: Turkey and Iran
171-192
Pearlman
Jan. 13
Palestine Mandate: Nat’lism and Zionism
239-271
Pearlman
Jan.20
World War II, Israel and Palestinian Refugees
345-367












Pearlman
Jan.27
Radicalization of Arab Politics: 1967 war
 301-344
Pearlman
Feb.3

Israelis and Palestinians, 1948-1970s



Discussion

Feb.10
Hafez al-Asad and Saddam Hussein

397-421
Discussion
N.B.!Feb.10
Pearlman assignments due!

Feb 17 NO CLASS READING WEEK
Feb.24
Iranian Revolution




423-450
Riverbend
March 3
The Arabian Peninsular and Petrodollars
451-472
Riverbend
March 10
Palestinian Intifada and Gulf War

473-497   Presentations
March 17
A Peace so Far? Israelis and Palestinians
499-525   Presentations

N.B! March 17 Riverbend assignments due!

March 24
 The Afghan Crucible and 9/11:


561-576   Presentations

NB! March 26, research papers due!

March 31
Future prospects for the Middle East


     Presentations

April 7
Conclusions and review




     No seminar
