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History 3010
Everyday History
Lecture: Wednesdays 11:00 – 12:50
Rm: ECC 201
Trent University, Department of History

2010-2011
	Professor: Christopher Dummitt

	Teaching Assistant: Clare Glassco

	cdummitt@trentu.ca
705 748-1011  x 7224
Office 
CC G23
Office Hours

· Tuesdays 13:00-14:00

· Wednesdays 14:00 – 15:00
	clareglassco@trentu.ca
705 748-1011 x 6425

Office TC WH 309

Office Hour

· Wednesdays 9:00-10:00


Course Description

History 3010 is a behind-the-scenes history of everyday life in Canada.  Each week we will put one part of everyday life in contemporary Canada under the historical microscope. The topics vary from the cultural (listening to music, looking at art) to the social (drinking, barbecuing, having sex) to the economic (buying a house, going to work) to traditional politics (federalism, parliamentary government). 

The goals are several: to expose the complex histories that underpin even the most basic features of everyday life; to point out the sometimes radically different ways people lived and thought in the past, and the different visions of the future that have not come to pass; and to open up a sense of possibility, an awareness of the contingency of our everyday life, how it is the result of an ongoing process of historical creation. History is not just something that happened in the past. We are living it now.
The format of the course is a 2 hour weekly lecture and 1 hour fortnightly tutorial.

Required Readings
HIST 3010 Coursepack available in Trent Bookstore
Assignments



Grade
Due Date
Participation




15%

N/A
Annotated Bibliography


5%

13 October 2010
Everyday History Essay


15%

1 December 2010
Midterm




20%

TBA
Research Essay



25%

23 March 2011
Final Exam




20%

TBA
WebCT/My Learning System
Please make sure to regularly check the course files on the WebCT/MyLearning system as a great deal of what is done in this course will be conducted through the course site.

You will submit all your assignments online through this site.

You will also be able to find:

· Some  course readings

· Lecture outlines

· Course syllabus

· Details on assignments

· Updates on the class schedule including any changes of dates, class cancellations, etc

Assignments

1. Tutorial Participation

We will meet in tutorials in this course on a fortnightly basis. That is, we will meet roughly every other week during the term. 

Discussion in tutorial will focus on the readings assigned for each week from the coursepack and online. Participation includes attending class, completing the readings, participating in class discussion each week, and listening to and responding to other students and the instructor. 

I assume that life can sometimes be surprising and allow for one unpenalized absence per semester. After this, absences can significantly lower participation grades. 

Those students who find it difficult to speak in tutorials, please see me or your TA about how you can best ensure that you don’t unduly suffer in this area.

2. Everyday History Essay
Bibliography due: 13 October (online via MyLearning)

Essay due: 1 December (online via MyLearning) 
This assignment gives you a chance to do what we will be doing in the course all year: write the history of something that is ‘everyday’. In consultation with me and/or your TA you will choose a topic of everyday life that you want to explore. Your goal is to explain how and why our contemporary understanding of this everyday thing came about. How does an understanding of history complicate and/or enrich our contemporary awareness? Have there been radically different perspectives that are now forgotten? If so, why? 

Use the lecture topics as inspiration. For example, in place of my lecture on ‘Why is there French on my cereal box?’ you could write an essay asking ‘Why does everything I buy seem to say “Made in China”?’. Or, instead of my lecture on the history of the barbecue, you could write an essay on the history of the front lawn. All of these topics, while seemingly mundane, can lead to essays that explore a great deal of complicated subjects including industrial policy, manufacturing, labour and international trade (for the Made in China essay) to homeownership, the environment and gender (for the front lawn essay). Think big.
Your first task, after devising a question to ask  and write on, will be to come up with an annotated bibliography. This will be the point at which you determine whether there is enough academic material available to enable you to write the paper. Please consult with me or your TA to let us help you come up with sources. The bibliography should list 5-7 academic sources (books and/or articles) and briefly explain (in 2-3 sentences) the importance/relevance of each to the topic.

The final essay should be 9-11 pages in length (typed, double spaced, 12 pt font) and should draw on 5-7 academic sources. 

3. Research Essay
Due:
23 March 2011 (online via MyLearning)
The main research essay in the course is based on perhaps one of the most notorious instances in Canadian history where matters of grubby everyday life mixed with questions of more traditional historical significance – the revelations of the ‘secret life’ of former prime minister William Lyon Mackenzie King.

When the diaries of Mackenzie King were opened to the public in the 1970s, historians and Canadians were faced with the task of figuring out what to make of the various hitherto largely unknown aspects of the former prime minister’s personal life. Mackenzie King, it seemed, had been a spiritualist, someone who communed with the dead in séances. He also seemed to be someone who had visited prostitutes, sometimes in the guise of ‘saving’ them. 
What should historians make of this material? Does it matter that a former prime minister communed with the dead (or thought he did)? What should we make of King’s relations with prostitutes? Your goal in is to write an essay that does two things: first, you should assess how, why  or even whether these revelations change our view of King; second, you should assess the commentators themselves. How have the interpretations of King changed in the time since he died and what can this tell us about changes in the intellectual culture of Canada in that period? Do they speak, for instance, to changing views about the personal and the political, or the respect due public figures? 
You will read a variety of sources that I have compiled dealing with the subject, including some of King’s diary excerpts, accounts of prostitution in Toronto written at the time (1890s), excerpts from different King biographies, and the various interpretations of later historians. You will, in other words, have a mixture of primary and secondary sources.
The essay should be 12-15 pages in length (typed, double spaced, 12 pt font). You need only draw on the materials provided to you (ie you don’t have to do any extra outside research). You certainly can do outside research if you like (provided you draw on all of the sources that are provided). 

4. Mid-term and Final Exam

The mid-term and final exams will be written in the university exam periods at Christmas and the end of the year respectively. The mid-term exam will only cover the lectures and readings in the autumn term while the final exam will only cover the lectures and readings in the winter term. 

Each exam will consist of a mixture of short answer and essay questions. I will outline the exact details, and go over sample questions in the final lecture of each term.
Assignment Submission 

Unless indicated otherwise, all assignments are to be submitted electronically via the course MyLearning site.

A late penalty of 2% off the final assignment grade will be deducted for each day that an assignment is late.

Academic Integrity 

Academic dishonesty, which includes plagiarism and cheating, is an extremely serious academic offence and carries penalties varying from a 0 grade on an assignment to expulsion from the University.  Definitions, penalties, and procedures for dealing with plagiarism and cheating are set out in Trent University’s Academic Integrity Policy. You have a responsibility to educate yourself - unfamiliarity with the policy is not an excuse. You are strongly encouraged to visit Trent’s Academic Integrity website to learn more - www.trentu.ca/academicintegrity. 

Access to Instruction


It is Trent University’s intent to create an inclusive learning environment. If a student has a disability and/or health consideration and feels that he/she may need accommodations to succeed in this course, the student should contact the Disability Services Office (BL Suite 109, 748-1281, disabilityservices@trentu.ca) as soon as possible. Complete text can be found under Access to Instruction in the Academic Calendar.

Autumn Term
Week 1 

15 September – Lecture

The History of Everyday Life
No Tutorial
Week 2

22 September – Lecture
Thinking Like a Historian

Tutorial 1 – Group 1
E H Carr, What is History? 2nd ed (London: Penguin, 1987 [1990]), chapter 1 “The Historian and His Facts,’ 7-30. [coursepack]
Margaret Macmillan, The Uses and Abuses of History (Toronto: Penguin, 2008), chapter 8 ‘History as a Guide,’ p 139-164. [coursepack]
William H Sewell, Logics of History: Social Theory and Social Transformation (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2005), p 1-12 of chapter 1 ‘Theory, History and Social Science.’ [coursepack]
Week 3

29 September – Lecture
Men and Barbecuing, or masculinity has a history too

Tutorial 1 – Group 2
Tutorial 1 readings (see above)

Week 4

6 October – Lecture
‘Why Can’t I Buy Beer at the Corner Store?’ A Canadian Historian’s Answer
Tutorial 2 – Group 1
Robert Campbell, Sit Down and Drink Your Beer: Regulating Vancouver’s Beer Parlours, 1925-1954 (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2001), chapter 5 ‘Reconfiguring Decency in the 1950s: The Politics of Regulation,’ 107-126. [ebook – link via MyLearning or Topcat]
Peter DeLottinville, ‘Joe Beef of Montreal: Working-Class Culture and the Tavern, 1869-1889,’ Labour/Le Travail 8/9 (Autumn 1981 / Spring 1982): 9-40.  [PDF – MyLearning]
Craig Heron, Booze: A Distilled History (Toronto: Between the Lines, 2003), chapter 5 ‘The Long Arm of the Law,’ 131-185. [ebook – link via MyLearning or Topcat]
Week 5

13 October – Lecture

When Governments Learned to Love  Gambling: A Cultural History
Tutorial 2 – Group 2
Tutorial 2 readings (see above)
Week 6

20 October – Lecture
CanCon Canada: Making a Canadian Culture

Tutorial 3 – Group 1
Ryan Edwardson, ‘Kicking Uncle Sam Out of the Peaceable Kingdom: English-Canadian “New Nationalism” and Americanization,’ Journal of Canadian Studies 37:4 (2003): 131-150. [coursepack]
Steven High, ‘The Narcissism of Small Differences: The Invention of Canadian English,’ in Magda Fahrni and Robert Rutherdale eds, Creating Postwar Canada: Community, Diversity and Dissent, 1945-1975 (Vancouver: University of British Columbia Press, 2008), 89-110. [coursepack]
Mary Vipond, The Mass Media in Canada 3rd ed (Toronto: Lorimer, 2000), chapter 2 ‘The Media and Canadian Nationalism, 1920-1950,’ 24-46. [coursepack]
Autumn Reading Week 

no classes

Week 7

3 November  – Lecture

The Group of Seven: Nationalist Mythology Debated
Tutorial 3 – group 2
Tutorial 3 readings (see above)
Week 8

10 November – Lecture

Remembering and Forgetting on Remembrance Day

Tutorial 4 – group 1
Carr, Graham. “Rules of Engagement: Public History and the Drama of Legitimation” The Canadian Historical Review 86: 2 (June 2005): 317-354. 
[PDF – MyLearning]
David Dean, “Museums as conflict zones: the Canadian War Museum and Bomber Command,” Museum and Society 7:1 (March 2009) 1-15. [PDF – MyLearning]

David J Bercuson and S F Wise eds, The Valour and the Horror Revisited (Montreal and Kingston: McGill-Queen’s University Press, 1994), ‘Report of the CBC Ombudsman’ and ‘Response to the CBC Ombudsman Report,’ p 61-88. . [ebook – link via MyLearning or Topcat]
Margaret Macmillan, The Uses and Abuses of History (Toronto: Penguin, 2008), chapter 3 ‘Who Owns the Past,’ p 33-49. [coursepack]
Week 9

17 November – Lecture 

Britishness in Canada, or why the Queen is still on our money
Tutorial 4 – group 2
Tutorial 4 readings (see above)
Week 10

24 November – Lecture
‘Why is there French on my Cereal Box?’ Language and Nation in Canada
Tutorial 5 – group 1 
Matthew Hayday, ‘From Repression to Renaissance: French-Language Rights in Canada Before the Charter,’ in Janet Miron ed, A History of Human Rights in Canada: Essential Issues (Toronto: Canadian Scholars’ Press, 2009), 182-199. [coursepack]
Robert Craig Brown and Ramsay Cook, Canada,1896-1921: A Nation Transformed (Toronto: McClelland and Stewart, 1974), chapter 13 ‘The Clash of Nationalisms,’ p250-274. [coursepack]
Week 11

1 December – Lecture  

Film: Just Watch Me: Trudeau and the 70s Generation
Tutorial 5 – group 2
Week 12

8 December – Lecture
Review Session
No Tutorial
Winter Term
Week 13
12 January – Lecture 
Parliamentary Government in Canada, or why Stephen Harper was wrong in 2008
Tutorial 6 – Group 1
Michael Valpy, ‘The “Crisis”: A Narrative,’ ’ in Peter H Russell and Lorne Sossin eds, Parliamentary Democracy in Crisis (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2009), 3-18.  [coursepack]
Peter H Russell, ‘Learning to Live with Minority Parliaments,’ in Peter H Russell and Lorne Sossin eds, Parliamentary Democracy in Crisis (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2009), 136-151. [coursepack]
Andrew Potter, ‘Unbalanced Thoughts’ Literary Review of Canada (July/August 2009). [weblink via MyLearning]
Week 14
19 January – Lecture
Federalism: The history of why something so mundane is so important
Tutorial 6 – group 2
Readings for tutorial 6 (see above)

Week 15
26 January – Lecture 
Why ‘Indians’ Blockade Roads, a colonial history

Tutorial 7 – group 1
J R Miller, Compact, Contract, Covenant: Aboriginal Treaty-Making in Canada (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2009), chapter 9 ‘ “Growing old at the negotiating table”: Treaties and Comprehensive Claims, 1975-2008,’ 250-282. [coursepack]
Tom Flanagan, First Nations?  Second Thoughts (Montreal and Kingston: McGill-Queen’s University Press, 2000), chapter 8 ‘Treaties, Agreements and Land Surrenders,’  134-165.  [ebook – link via MyLearning or Topcat]
Christopher Moore, ‘The Calamity of Caledonia: What Can BC Teach Ontario About Native Land Claims,’ Literary Review of Canada  (April 2010).  [weblink via MyLearning]
Week 16 
2 February – Lecture 
 ‘Can a Mountie Wear a Turban?’ The history of a national icon
Tutorial 7 – group 2
Readings for tutorial 7 (see above)
Week 17 

9 February – Lecture

Working Women 

Tutorial 8 – group 1
Essay workshop
Week 18 
16 February
Flipping Burgers at McDonalds: Building an Industrial Capitalist Logic 

Tutorial 8 – group 2 
Essay workshop

Winter Reading Week 

Week 19
2 March – Lecture 
The Pill
Tutorial 9 – group 1
Christabelle Sethna, ‘The University of Toronto Health Service, Oral Contraception, and Student Demand for Birth Control, 1960-1970,’ Historical Studies in Education 17:2 (2005): 265-292.  [PDF – MyLearning]

Angus McLaren, ‘ “Keep Your Seats and Face Facts”: Western Canadian Women’s Discussion of Birth Control in the 1920s,’ Canadian Bulletin of Medical History  8:2 (1991): 189-201.  [PDF – MyLearning]
Week 20 
9 March – Lecture 
Mortgage nation: the history of home ownership and why it matters

Tutorial 9 – group 2
Readings for tutorial 9 (see above)
Week 21
16 March – Lecture 
YMCA, the Village People and the history of sexuality

Tutorial 10 – group 1
Valerie Korinek, ‘ “The Most Openly Gay Person for at Least a 1000 Miles:” Doug Wilson and the Politicization of a Province, 1975-1983’ Canadian Historical Review 84:4 (December 2003): 517-550. [PDF – MyLearning]
Steven Maynard,  ‘Hell Witches in Toronto: Notes on Lesbian Visibility in Early-Twentieth-Century Canada,’ Left History 9, no. 2 (Spring 2004): 191-205.  [PDF – MyLearning]
Miriam Smith, ‘Social Movements and Judicial Empowerment: Courts, Public Policy, and Lesbian and Gay Organizing in Canada,’ in Janet Miron ed, A History of Human Rights in Canada: Essential Issues (Toronto: Canadian Scholars’ Press, 2009), 220-243. [coursepack]
Week 22
23 March – Lecture 
Film: Stand Together
Tutorial 10 – group 2
Readings for tutorial 10 (see above)
Week 23 
30 March – Lecture 
Divorce: A Canadian history

No Tutorial
Week 24 
6 April – Lecture 
Exam Review
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