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Public Health and Medicine
Trent University, Department of History
HIST 2601H (FA)
Fall 2011
Peterborough
	  Instructor: 

Mandy Hadenko-Hodgkinson
	Email: 

mandyhadenko@trentu.ca
	Telephone:

 (705)748-1011, 

Ext. 7349

	Campus: 

Peterborough
	Office Location:
Lady Eaton College, S101.7.  
	Office Hours:
2-3pm


Course Description:
Public Health and Medicine

Between 1800 and 1950, innumerable medico-scientific ‘discoveries’ altered health and medical knowledge in fundamental ways, as scientists and health practitioners revealed that invisible microbes, poverty, sanitation, nutrition, and the environment caused morbidities and mortality. We examine how this knowledge changed the meanings and experiences of health, disease, illness, and suffering. 

Course Format: 
Peterborough Campus: 

Please check http://www.trentu.ca/admin/mytrent/Timetable/TimeTableGen0.htm to confirm times and locations.
	Type 
	Day
	Time 
	Location

	Lecture (2 hours)
	Wednesday
	12:00pm-1:50pm
	OCA 208

	Tutorial (1 hour)
	Wednesday
	9-9:50am, 10-10:50am, 3-3:50pm, 4-4:50pm.
	SC W3, SC W3, SC W1, and SC W1.


Course Evaluation:
	Type of Assignment  
	Weighting
	Due Date

	Seminar Participation
	25%
	weekly

	Class Presentation
	10%
	Assigned week

	Research Proposal
	10%
	October 12

	Research Paper
	30%
	November 2

	Final Exam
	25%
	TBA

	Total
	100%
	


Seminar participation (25%)

Participation in seminars and the completion of seminar activities are the basis of the participation grade.  In seminars, you will discuss the weekly readings and relate them to course themes.  You are expected to attend lectures and seminars every week having read the assigned articles and you should be prepared to discuss them critically.  You must bring the readings with you each week, along with your notes, as you will need to reference them in tutorial.  Your grade will be based on attendance and the quality of your tutorial discussion.

Class Presentation (10%)
Your first task is to read, evaluate and compare the assigned readings for the week.  You must be able to demonstrate that you are reading assigned texts actively and critically. This will be your opportunity to practice presenting and analyzing course material. Lastly, the goal of this assignment is for you to provide a thoughtful and creative presentation on the week’s theme.  You are welcome to bring a hand-out (max one page) for everyone, or bring a primary source document key to your week’s theme (i.e. historical photo, film, or written document).

Your presentation can be no longer than 5 minutes.  You will be asked to hand in your presentation notes after you have finished your presentation.

DUE: ASSIGNED WEEK

Research Paper Proposal (10%) 
It is important that you start thinking about your research paper early in the term.  You are required to hand in a paper proposal, an important element of the assignment, by October 12.  Your research proposal should include a brief outline of your topic and question you will be exploring in your paper, in addition to an annotated bibliography consisting of at least 5 secondary sources and 1 primary source.  Your final paper will NOT be accepted if you have not completed this element of the assignment.
DUE: OCTOBER 12
Research Paper (30%) (12-15 pages)
The essay, the topic of which will be determined individually for each student via the paper proposal due on October 12, should be approximately 12-15 pages in length, typed and double spaced. It is required that students use proper footnoting and that the paper explore a topic and answer a question related to the timeframe and focus of the course.
PAPER DUE: NOVEMBER 2
Final Exam (25%) 
There will be multiple choice, identifications, essay type questions, and your answers should be based on material from lecture and tutorials. It is a closed book test.
University Policies
Academic Integrity:
Academic dishonesty, which includes plagiarism and cheating, is an extremely serious academic offence and carries penalties varying from a 0 grade on an assignment to expulsion from the University.  Definitions, penalties, and procedures for dealing with plagiarism and cheating are set out in Trent University’s Academic Integrity Policy. You have a responsibility to educate yourself – unfamiliarity with the policy is not an excuse. You are strongly encouraged to visit Trent’s Academic Integrity website to learn more: www.trentu.ca/academicintegrity. 
Access to Instruction:
It is Trent University's intent to create an inclusive learning environment. If a student has a disability and/or health consideration and feels that he/she may need accommodations to succeed in this course, the student should contact the Disability Services Office (Blackburn Hall Suite 132, 748-1281, disabilityservices@trentu.ca) as soon as possible. Complete text can be found under Access to Instruction in the Academic Calendar.
Required Texts:
A course pack has been put together and is available in the Trent bookstore.  A copy will also be available on reserve at the Trent library.

Week-by-week schedule:

Week 1 – Sept 14 - Introduction to course - Defining “public health”: historical perspectives
Week 2 – Sept 21 - The State and Public Health
- Tomes, Nancy. "The Private Side of Public Health: Sanitary Science, Domestic Hygiene, and the Germ Theory, 1870-1900." Bulletin of the History of Medicine 64, no. 4 (1990): 509-539.
- Curtis, Bruce. "Social Investment in Medical Forms: The 1866 Cholera Scare and Beyond." The 

Canadian Historical Review 81, no. 3 (2000).

Week 3 – Sept 28 - Public Health, Water, and Sanitation
- MacNaughten, Colleen. "Promoting Clean Water in Nineteenth Century Public Policy: Professors, 

Preachers, and Polliwogs in Kingston, Ontario." histoire sociale/Social History 32, no. 63 (2000): 49-

61.

- Michèle Dagenais, Caroline Durand. “Cleansing, Draining, and Sanitizing the City: Conceptions and Uses of Water in the Montreal Region” Canadian Historical Review (December 2006), 87 (4), pg. 621-651.

- Rautanen, Sanna-Leena et al. “Sanitation, Water and Health.” Environment and History vol. 16 (2010): 173-194.

Week 4 – October 5 - Contagion and Public Health
- Poutanen, Mary Anne.  “Containing and Preventing Contagious Disease: Montreal’s Protestant School Board and Tuberculosis, 1900-1947.” CBHM vol. 23/2 (2006): 401-428.

- Warren, Peter. “The Evolution of the Sanatorium: The First Half-Century, 1854-1904.” CBHM vol. 23/2 (2006): 457-476.

- Jenkins, Jane. “Baptism of Fire: New Brunswick’s Public Health Movement and the 1918 Influenza Epidemic.” CBHM vol. 24/2 (2007): 317-342.

Week 5 – Oct 12 - “Typhoid Mary” Mallon and Quarantine 

- Parachin, Victor M. “Typhoid Mary: ‘The Most Dangerous Woman in America.’” American History 

vol. 40/6 (2006): 24-27.

- Mendelsohn, Andrew. “’Typhoid Mary’ Strikes Again: The Social and the Scientific in the Making 

of Modern Public Health.” Isis vol. 86/2 (1995): 268-277.

PAPER PROPOSAL DUE

Week 6 – Oct 19 - Children, Clean Milk, and Public Health – 
- Richardson, Sharon. “Alberta’s Provincial Travelling Clinic, 1924-42.” CBHM vol. 19 (2002): 245-

263.
- Gutmann Rosenkrantz, Barbara. “The Trouble with Bovine Tuberculosis.” Bulletin of the History of 

Medicine vol. 59/2 (1985): 155-75.
- McKay, Marion.  “The Tubercular Cow Must Go: Business, Politics, and Winnipeg’s Milk Supply, 

1894-1922.” CBHM vol.23/2 (2006): 355-380.
Week 7 – Oct 26 – READING WEEK – NO CLASSES OR SEMINARS

Week 8 – Nov 2 - Aboriginal Public Health
- Sproule-Jones, Megan. “Crusading for the Forgotten: Dr. Peter Bryce, Public Health, and Prairie 

Native Residential Schools.” CBHM vol. 13 (1996): 199-224.
- Eyford, Ryan. “Quarantined Within a New Colonial Order: The 1876-1877 Lake Winnipeg Smallpox 

Epidemic.” Journal of the Canadian Historical Association vol. 17/1 (2006): 55-78.

- Gleason, Mona. "Race, Class, and Health: School Medical Inspection and 'Healthy' Children in 

British Columbia, 1890-1930." Canadian Bulletin of Medical History 19 (2002): 95-112.

Week 9 – Nov 9 - Keepers of Public Health? 
- Ladd-Taylor, Molly. "Saving Babies and Sterilizing Mothers: Eugenics and Welfare Politics in the 
Interwar United States." Social Politics (1997): 136-153.

- Dodd, Dianne. “Advice to Parents: the Blue Books, Helen MacMurchy, MD, and the Federal 

Department of Health, 1920-34.” CBHM vol. 8 (1991): 203-30.

PAPER DUE

FILM: Her Own Fault
Week 10 – Nov 16 - Public Health, VD and Vaccination
- Neary, Peter. “Venereal Disease and Public Health Administration in Newfoundland in the 1930s and 

1940s.”  CBHM vol. 15 (1998): 129-51.
- Arnup, Katherine.  “Victims of Vaccination: Opposition to Compulsory Immunization in Ontario, 

1900-90.” CBHM vol. 9 (1992): 159-76.
Week 11 – Nov 23 - Nurses and Public Health
- Reifel, Nancy. "American Indian Views of Public Health Nursing, 1930-1950." American Indian 
Culture and Research Journal 23, no. 3 (1999): 143-154.

- Stuart, Meryn. “Ideology and Experience: Public Health Nursing and the Ontario Rural Child 

Welfare Project, 1920-25.” CBHM vol. 6 (1989): 111-31.

Week 12 – Nov 30 - Ethics and Public Health
- Lux, Maureen.  “Perfect Subjects: Race, Tuberculosis, and the Qu’Applelle BCG Vaccine Trial.”  CBMH vol. 15 (1998): 227-95.
- Trafzer, Clifford.  “Coughing Blood: Tuberculosis Deaths and Data on the Yakama Indian Reservation, 1911-64.”  CBHM vol. 15 (1998): 251-76.
FILM - The Deadly Deception (1993).
Week 13 – Dec 7 - Exam Review
Course Policies:
 Submitting Assignments and Late Penalties: All assignments should be handed in to me, in person, in lecture or tutorial.  Assignments for this course must be double spaced, in 12-point font, and with standard margins.  You may double side the pages to save paper.  All assignments require a bibliography and footnotes that follow the Chicago Manual of Style.  Sample citations can be found here: http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html
Late assignments with be penalized 2% per weekday.  If you are late handing in an assignment due to a sudden illness or emergency, please contact me and be prepared to provide documentation to support your reason for handing it in late (ie. a doctor’s note).  
Email Protocol: I am happy to respond to questions over email, however, please make sure that the answer to your question does not exist in the course syllabus or on the course website before you email me.  I try to reply to emails within 48 hours.  If you have not heard back from me within 48 hours, please do email me again.  Please include “HIS2601” in the subject line of all emails, as well as a reference to your query, ie. “question about a source for the second assignment.”  Please write to me from your trentu email address, and please be sure to include your full name in your email to me. 

Course Goals:
As a second year course, History 2601 is intended to introduce students to the subject of public health and medicine and related historical debates, interpretations, methodologies, and intersections with other disciplines. Students will be encouraged to conduct independent research and gather, review, evaluate, and interpret evidence; explore different approaches to problem solving while critically assessing the ideas of other historians; formulate original historical arguments in a critical and analytical fashion; and communicate the results of their studies orally and in writing. Students will be encouraged to develop their written and oral communication skills through research essays, class discussion, and class presentations, and additionally developing their critical thinking and ability to conceptualize. Students on completing the course successfully should understand the basic conventions of historical writing, the rules of academic integrity and professionalism, the importance of personal initiative and accountability, and the evolving nature of historical knowledge.
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