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Trent University

HIST 2402H/IDST2402H: Modern Africa Since 1880
Winter 2011
Peterborough
	  Instructor: 

Nadine Hunt
	Email: 

nadinehunt@trentu.ca 

	Office Location: 

Lady Eaton College, S101.7
	Office Hours: 
TBA 
	Telephone:

705-748-1011 ext. 7349


Course Description:
A survey of the continent’s history from European colonial conquest in the late nineteenth century to the independent states of the present day, focusing on diversity and change in African societies. Themes include African resistance to colonial rule, social and economic change, African nationalism and decolonialization, underdevelopment and neo-colonialism after independence, and the search for solutions to problems such as poverty and ethnic tension.

Course Format: 
One two-hour lecture and one one-hour seminar weekly
Lecture: Fridays, 9:00-10:50 am

Seminars: Fridays, 12:00-12:50; 1:00-1:50; 2:00-2:50 3:00-3:50

Course Evaluation:
1. Research Proposal = 10%

2. Book Review = 15%

3. Reflection/Reaction Papers = 10% (2 papers at 5%)

4. Research Paper = 20%

5. Tutorial Participation= 20%

6. Exam = 25%

LATE ASSIGNMENTS WILL RECEIVE A PENALTY OF 5% PER DAY. EXCEPTIONS ON MEDICAL OR PERSONAL GROUNDS WILL BE GRANTED WITH PROPER DOCUMENTATION.

1. Research Proposal: Students will choose their final research essay based on a weekly reading topic. Students select a modern African country, writing their essay on the colonial or postcolonial period (after 1870). The proposal will comprise a brief description of the topic, research questions to be answered, and a thesis statement. The bibliography will include at least 10 secondary sources. The proposal is to be 2-3 double-spaced pages with a bibliography of 1-2 pages.
Due date: February 4, 2011
2. Book Review: Students will write a book review on Mother Is Gold, Father Is Glass: Gender and Colonialism in a Yoruba Town. The book review is to be 1000 words or 4 pages in length (double-spaced). The review will describe the main arguments of the book, analyse the primary and secondary sources used by the author, assess the author’s methodology and conclude with a personal assessment of the book. 

Guidelines for Book Reviews 

1) Intent: What are the major objectives (themes/arguments/ideas) of the book? 

2) Sources: What are the sources used: primary and/or secondary? 

3) Methodology: a) How do the sources used affect the major themes, arguments, ideas advanced?; b) What techniques (quantitative history, oral history, etc.) does the author use to bring out the most of the sources; c) Was this the most appropriate method? 

4) Effectiveness: Does the author communicate his/her themes, arguments, and ideas across successfully? 

5) Your Informed/Educated Opinion: Why is your response to this book (i.e., the author’s themes, arguments, and ideas) positive OR negative?

Due Date: March 4, 2011
3. Reflection/Reaction Papers: To encourage you to reflect on what you are learning in the course, you are required to turn in a “personal reaction paper” during the semester. Where interesting or provocative issues are raised, I will read select papers as anonymous in tutorial. Each paper is to be 1 page in length or 300 words.

Due Dates: February 18 and March 11, 2011
4. Research Paper: The essay will be based on the Research Proposal. Students will write a research paper between 10-12 double-spaced pages (2,000-2,500 words) in length. The essay should aim to be a finished draft.  It must include proper citations, see the Chicago Style Manual. 

Due Date: April 8, 2011
5. Exam: TBA

University Policies
Academic Integrity:
Academic dishonesty, which includes plagiarism and cheating, is an extremely serious academic offence and carries penalties varying from a 0 grade on an assignment to expulsion from the University.  Definitions, penalties, and procedures for dealing with plagiarism and cheating are set out in Trent University’s Academic Integrity Policy. You have a responsibility to educate yourself – unfamiliarity with the policy is not an excuse. You are strongly encouraged to visit Trent’s Academic Integrity website to learn more: www.trentu.ca/academicintegrity. 
Access to Instruction:
It is Trent University’s intent to create an inclusive learning environment. If a student has a disability and/or health consideration and feels that he/she may need accommodations to succeed in this course, the student should contact the Disability Services Office (BL Suite 109, 748-1281, disabilityservices@trentu.ca) as soon as possible. Complete text can be found under Access to Instruction in the Academic Calendar.

Please see the Trent University academic calendar for University Diary dates, Academic Information and Regulations, and University and departmental degree requirements.
Last date to withdraw from winter term half courses without academic penalty in 2010-11 is March 11, 2011.

Required Texts:

Lorelle D. Semley, Mother Is Gold, Father Is Glass: Gender and Colonialism in a Yoruba Town. Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2010. (Trent University Bookstore)

Robert Collins, ed., Historical Problems of Imperial Africa, Vol. II (Updated 2007 Edition). Princeton, NJ: Markus Wiener Publishers, 2007. (Trent University Bookstore)

Journals (available online)
Africa Today

African Studies Review

Canadian Journal of African Studies Journal of African History
Comparative Studies of South Asia, Africa and the Middle East
Refuge
Signs: Journal of Women, Culture, and Society

Slavery and Abolition

Soccer and Society

MyLearning: This course uses MyLearning (WebCT). 
Course Schedule:

Jan. 14: The Scramble for Africa

FILM: Africa: This Magnificent African Cake
Collins, Historical Problems of Imperial Africa: Problem 1: The Partition of Africa

Jan. 21: Collaborators, Accommodators and Resistors

Collins, Historical Problems of Imperial Africa: Problem 2: Collaboration or Resistance to European Rule

Jan. 28: Colonialists, Missionaries and Merchants

FILM: The Africans: Tools of Exploitation
Collins, Historical Problems of Imperial Africa: Problem 3: Colonial Rule in Africa

Feb. 4: Education and Health Care

Collins, Historical Problems of Imperial Africa: Problem 4: Educating the African

RESEARCH PROPOSAL IS DUE IN LECTURE
Feb. 11: The Rise of Nationalism

FILM: The Africans: New Conflicts
Collins, Historical Problems of Imperial Africa: Problem 5: Forging a National Identity

Feb. 18: Decolonization and Independence
FILM: The Africans: In Search of Stability
Collins, Historical Problems of Imperial Africa: Problem 6: Exploitation or Development
REFLECTION PAPER IS DUE IN LECTURE

Feb. 25 – READING WEEK

Mar. 4: Women in Colonial Africa

Judith A. Byfield, “Women, Marriage, Divorce and the Emerging Colonial State in Abeokuta (Nigeria) 1892-1904,” Canadian Journal of African Studies 30, 1 (1996): 32-51
Rachel Jean-Baptiste, “‘These Laws Should be Made by US’: Customary Marriage Law, Codification and Political Authority in Twentieth-Century Colonial Gabon” Journal of African History 49, 2 (2008): 217-240

BOOK REVIEW IS DUE IN LECTURE

Mar. 11: Social, Cultural and Demographic Changes
Odile Goerg, “Chieftainships between Past and Present: From City to Suburb and Back in Colonial Conakry, 1890s-1950s,” Africa Today 52 (2006): 3-27

Robin Law, “The Evolution of the Brazilian Community in Ouidah,” Slavery and Abolition 22, 1 (2001): 22-41

REFLECTION PAPER IS DUE IN LECTURE
Mar. 18: South Africa and Apartheid
Peter Alegi, “A Biography of Darius Dhlomo: Transnational Footballer in the Era of Apartheid,” Soccer and Society 11, 1-2 (2010): 46-62

Alex Lichtenstein, “Making Apartheid Work: African Trade Unions and the 1953 Native Labour (Settlement of Disputes) Act in South Africa,” Journal of African History 46, 2 (2005): 293-314
Mar. 25: The Postcolonial State and Economy
FILM: The Africans: A Garden of Eden in Decay
Peter Arthur, “The State, Private Sector Development, and Ghana’s ‘Golden Age of Business’,” African Studies Review 49, 1 (2006): 31-50
Carolyn Brown, “Struggles over the Labour Process: Enugu Government Colliery, Nigeria, during World War II,” Comparative Studies of South Asia, Africa and the Middle East 15, 2 (1995): 47-63
April 1: Canada and Africa: An Overview
FILM: The Africans: Global Africa
Denise L. Spitzer, “The Impact of Policy on Somali Refugee Women in Canada” Refuge 23, 2 (2006): 47-54

Peter J. Henshaw, “Zimbabwe and Canada: Historical Struggle Meets Historical Vacuum,” Canadian Journal of African Studies 41, 3 (2007): 507-526

April 8: REVIEW

FINAL RESEARCH PAPER IS DUE IN LECTURE
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