History Department

TRENT UNIVERSITY IN OSHAWA
HIST 2080Y:  The Social History of Europe, 1500-1800

2011-2012 (FW)

Dr. Jennine Hurl-Eamon       



                       
       Wednesdays

Telephone:  (905) 721-3111 ext. 2077#                                             Lectures:  2:10-4:00

Email jenninehurleamon@trentu.ca                        Tutorial preceding or following lecture

Office Hours:  Wednesdays, 8:00-10:00, appointments advisable

Course Description:

What was it like to receive a salacious love-letter when you could not read?  How could eighteenth-century apprentices laugh as they mutilated and murdered the neighbourhood cats?  This course investigates plebeian experience against the backdrop of the major political and cultural events of the early modern period.  Upon completion of the course, students should understand the significance of the Renaissance, Reformation, Enlightenment, Absolutism, Wars of Religion, English Civil War, and French Revolution to early modern Europe as a whole, but also to individual men and women of varying cultural and economic backgrounds.  We will evaluate how historians interpret primary sources and how history is presented in various forms of visual media.
Course Materials: 

Required:

John Merriman, A History of Modern Europe:  From the Renaissance to the Age of Napoleon (an edition is acceptable; page numbering based on 2nd ed.)
History 2080 COURSEPACK, containing photocopies of tutorial readings that are unobtainable electronically.

Articles in Scholarly Journals not in the COURSEPACK are available electronically through the Trent Library Homepage, under “E-Resources.”  Click on this and then select “Citation Linker” under “Find Journal Articles.”
myLearningSystem (WebCT):

Course Handouts
Students must use their Trent email accounts and be prepared to visit the course website on myLearningSystem (WebCT) for information on assignments and to obtain important course handouts.  An electronic version of the Syllabus is also available on the website.   

Class Cancellation
Students will receive notice of class cancellations not indicated on the syllabus by email to their Trent email address as soon as the decision has been made.  The Instructor takes the Trent Van from Peterborough, so on days of inclement weather, it is wise to check email to see if the Van has been cancelled.  School-wide cancellations will be announced on local radio stations.

Evaluation criteria: 



Participation
30% (15% per term)


Your participation grade is not strictly based on attendance, but rather on your demonstrating that you have read the assigned readings by participating avidly in group discussion.  Participation is evaluated for quality, rather than quantity.  Be advised that repeated absences will affect your participation grade, and students who miss nine or more tutorials will receive a participation grade of zero.

Short Writing Assignment  15%

This assignment consists of a 1500 word essay (excluding footnotes) assessing the scholarly debate between Natalie Zemon Davis and Robert Finlay in the following two articles (available online through Trent Library):

Robert Finlay, “The Refashioning of Martin Guerre.”  American Historical Review 93 (1988):  553-571.

Natalie Zemon Davis, “On the Lame.”  American Historical Review 93 (1988):  572-603.

Your thesis must identify the major issues upon which Davis and Finlay disagree, and offer your own opinion as to who has the stronger argument.  The essay will then proceed to defend this opinion, with a well-organized analysis of the debate.  Be careful to base all of your arguments directly upon the texts in question, with clear references to the articles.  External research is not required, but Merriman can also be cited in support of your thesis.  

Mid-Term Test 10%  In class –see lecture and tutorial schedule

This covers all of the Fall-term course material, and will give students the opportunity to practice some of the skills required of the final exam:  the ability to communicate their knowledge of the course on both a detailed and general level, while under a time constraint.  Students will answer one essay question on a major theme explored in the course.  

Major Research Essay  25%

Choose a topic from the list below, and write an essay that responds to the following question:

How does this topic reveal the impact of the major events of early modern Europe?

The best way to answer this question is to consider how your topic changed over the early modern period.  In your research, you must determine its condition at the end of the middle ages, and trace its development through to the eighteenth century.  To write a strong essay in response to the question, your paper will underscore the relevant political, technological, or cultural developments of the early modern period that helped to change your topic, and make it a significant factor in the history of early modern Europe.  Thus, at the same time that you are researching how your topic changed, you must also consider why those changes are significant on the early modern stage.  Your essay must therefore be informed by a sophisticated sense of the broader context of early modern European history as a whole.  Remember:  a strong essay groups the evidence into three or four main arguments of relatively equal strength and content, in support of a thesis that offers a clear response to the question.  Avoid narrative (i.e., “this happened, and then this happened,…” etc.), in favour of an analytic style that treats the topic as three or four distinct themes.  Each theme can then be traced through the relevant events and their impact analyzed accordingly.

Topics: The City; Availability of Consumer Goods; Childhood; Warfare; Fashion; Agriculture; Marriage; Masculinity; Attitudes to Poverty; Architecture (e.g. houses); Old Age; Disease; Popular Festival; Hygiene; Monarchy

Although you are not required to reserve a topic, be aware that the resources on each topic are limited.  Failure to locate sufficient sources is never an acceptable excuse, and students are thus encouraged to locate research materials and begin work well before the deadline.  If you encounter problems in finding sufficient sources, then you should consider selecting another topic from the list.

Essays should be 3500 words (excluding footnotes) in length, and clearly documented using footnotes and bibliography in the forms outlined in class.  Students must demonstrate research from at least EIGHT sources (including at least ONE journal article and at least THREE books).  Note that internet sites, encyclopaedias, dictionaries, and other reference-type material are not valid sources for this assignment.  When in doubt, ask the instructor.  As with all other writing assignments, the Major Research Essay will be evaluated on both its style and content.

**Black History Event assignment option:

Oshawa students may wish to have some of their assignment work co-ordinate with the Black History Event in Oshawa, held the evening of Friday, February 3rd. [If you are planning on submitting work related to this event for *ANY* other course; you can NOT take this option for HIST2080 and must adhere to the standard Major Research Essay topics and guidelines.]  Students who choose this option will research and write a 2000 word essay, with the same source and documentation requirements as the standard Major Research Essay.  They will also deliver a 15-minute multi-media presentation during lecture on 18 January 2012.  Your presentation will be graded on clarity, innovation, and ability to engage listeners.

Topics to Consider:  Black Peoples and the Reformation(s); Depictions of Race in Early Modern Art; Enlightenment Attitudes to Race; Black People and European Laws – these topics can be narrowed down with the instructor’s help.**

Final Exam   20%

This covers both Fall and Winter course material, and follows the same format as the mid-term so that students can hone the essay skills practised earlier.  This exam will have two parts of equal value.  In addition to an essay component where students will answer an essay question that draws together the course as a whole, students will also be required to identify and state the historical significance of five topics selected from the course lectures and readings.  Where the essay component deals with both fall and winter term material, the identification portion relates only to material discussed in the winter term.

Deadline Policy:

In order to be counted as arriving on time, assignments must be submitted at the BEGINNING of class on the due date.  No extensions will be granted and late submissions will face a penalty of 5% per day including Saturdays and Sundays.  Once the assignment has accumulated penalties of 20% or more, it will not receive comments.  Note finally that students who do not hand in their assignments personally to the instructor assume the risk that they never reach her.  Emailed attachments are not acceptable; typed, double-spaced hard copies are the only permitted form of submission.

Academic Integrity
Academic dishonesty, which includes plagiarism and cheating, is an extremely serious academic offense and carries penalties varying from a 0 grade on an assignment to expulsion from the University.  Definitions, penalties, and procedures for dealing with plagiarism and cheating are set out in Trent University’s Academic Integrity Policy.  You have a responsibility to educate yourself - unfamiliarity with the policy is not an excuse.  You are strongly encouraged to visit Trent’s Academic Integrity website to learn more – www.trentu.ca/academicintegrity.
Access to Instruction:  It is Trent University's intent to create an inclusive learning environment. If a student has a disability and/or health consideration and feels that he/she may need accommodations to succeed in this course, the student should contact Oshawa's Disability Services Office (Rm 111, or call 905-435-5100); as soon as possible. Complete text can be found under Access to Instruction in the Academic Calendar.  

Please see the Trent University academic calendar for University Diary dates, Academic Information and Regulations, and University and departmental degree requirements.

Lecture and Tutorial Schedule:

14 September:  Introduction

21 September:  Lecture:  The Early Modern Mentalité (World View)


Read:  Merriman, 3-18

Tutorial:  Folktales as History

Reading:  R. Darnton, “Peasants Tell Tales:  The Meaning of Mother Goose,” in The Great Cat Massacre and other Episodes in French Cultural History, 23-65.

28 September:  Everyday Life in Early Modern Europe ca. 1500


Read:  Merriman, 18-45

Tutorial:  Civility in Early Modern Europe

Reading:  Edward Muir, “Manners and the Upper Body” in Ritual in Early Modern Europe, pp. 117-144.

5 October:  FILM:  The Return of Martin Guerre
No Tutorials; Screening begins at 2:10 followed by joint discussion

12 October:  Governance:  How to Make friends and Influence People in Sixteenth-Century Europe


Read:  Merriman, 177-222

No Tutorials:  Essay Organization and Writing Workshop after lecture
19 October: The Renaissance


Read:  Merriman, 46-76

Tutorial:  Sexuality in the Italian Renaissance

Reading:  Elizabeth S. Cohen, “Between Oral and Written Culture:  The Social Meaning of an Illustrated Love Letter” in Culture and Identity in Early Modern Europe (1500-1800), 181-201.

26 October:  NO CLASS:  READING WEEK

2 November:  FILM:  Luther
No Tutorials; Screening begins at 2:10 followed by joint discussion

Short Essays Due
9 November:  The Reformation:  Religious Foundations of Protestantism and the Protestant Sects


Read:  Merriman, 85-101,105-121

Tutorial:  An Italian Miller’s View of Protestantism

Reading:  Carlo Ginzburg, The Cheese and the Worms:  The Cosmos of a Sixteenth-Century Miller, 1-27.

16 November:  The Social Impact of the Reformation


Read:  Merriman, 101-105

Tutorial:  Religious Violence

Reading:  N. Z. Davis, “The Rites of Violence” in Society and Culture in Early Modern France, 152-187.

23 November:  The Counter-Reformation


Read:  Merriman, 122-135

Tutorial:  Spanish Mystics

Reading:  Jodi Bilinkoff, “Confessors, Penitents, and the Construction of Identities in Early Modern Avila” in Culture and Identity in Early Modern Europe (1500-1800), 83-100.

30 November:  Religious Wars

Read:  Merriman, 135-172

No Tutorials:  Research Techniques Workshop after Lecture
7 December:  IN-CLASS MIDTERM TEST:  2:10-3:10

11 January:  FILM: The Ottoman Empire 

No Tutorials; Screening begins at 2:10 followed by joint discussion

18 January:  Governance in Seventeenth-Century Europe, the Age of Absolutism


Read:  Merriman, 261-264, 283-306  
Presentations by students doing the Black History Event essay option
Tutorial:  The Siamese Visit

Reading:  Ronald S. Love, “Rituals of Majesty:  France, Siam, and Court Spectacle in Royal Image-Building at Versailles in 1685 and 1686,” Canadian Journal of History 31, no. 2 (1996):  171-98. 

25 January:  Louis XIV, the Sun King


Read:  Merriman, 264-282

No Tutorials:  Essay Writing Workshop on Proper Footnoting and Documentation after Lecture

1 February:  Western Overseas Expansion

Tutorial:  Slavery in Latin America

Reading:  Renee Soulodre-La France, “Socially not so Dead!  Slave Identities in Bourbon Nueva Granada” Colonial Latin American Review 10, no. 1 (2001):  87-103.

8 February:  Enlightenment Thought


Read:  Merriman, 311-320, 335-349

Tutorial:  Obstacles to Enlightenment:  Village Culture

Reading:  David Sabean, “The Sins of Belief:  A Village Remedy for Hoof and Mouth Disease (1796)” in Power in the Blood, 174-98.

15 February:  Enlightenment Culture


Read:  Merriman, 325-334, 350-360

Tutorial:  Ventriloquism and the Enlightenment

Reading:  L. E. Schmidt, “From Demon Possession to Magic Show:  Ventriloquism, Religion, and the Enlightenment” Church History 67, no. 2 (June 1998):  274-304.

22 February: NO CLASS:  READING WEEK 

29 February:  Eighteenth-Century Europe:  The Growth of Trade and Consumerism


Read:  Merriman, 387-402, 412-417

Tutorial:  Theft and Consumerism

Reading:  Beverly Lemire, “The Theft of Clothes and Popular Consumerism in Early Modern England” Journal of Social History 24, no. 2, (1990):  255-76.

7 March:  FILM:  A Midwife’s Tale
No Tutorials; Screening begins at 2:10 followed by joint discussion

14 March:  Charles I and The English Civil War 


Read:  Merriman, 222-247

No Tutorials— Major Research Essays Due 
21 March:  The French Revolution 


Read:  Merriman, 469-517

Tutorial:  Apprenticeship, Violence and Protest

Reading:  R. Darnton, “Workers Revolt:  The Great Cat Massacre of the Rue saint-Séverin” in The Great Cat Massacre, 75-101.

28 March Everyday Life in Early Modern Europe ca 1800

Read:  Merriman, 376-386, 403-411

Tutorial:  The Emerging Middle Class

Reading:  Christine Adams, “Introduction,” “Conservative Values,” “Domestic Amenities and Douceurs,” and “The Role of Women” in A Taste for Comfort and Status:  A Bourgeois Family in Eighteenth-Century France, 1-14, 31-49.

4 April: Exam Review

Course goals:

As a second year course, History 2080 is intended to introduce students to the subject of early modern Europe and related historical debates, interpretations, methodologies, and intersections with other disciplines. Students will be encouraged to conduct independent research and gather, review, evaluate, and interpret primary and secondary evidence; explore different approaches to problem solving while critically assessing the ideas of other historians; formulate original historical arguments in a critical and analytical fashion; and communicate the results of their studies orally and in writing. Students will be encouraged to develop their written and oral communication skills through research essays and class discussion, developing their critical thinking and ability to conceptualize. Students on completing the course successfully should understand the basic conventions of historical writing, the rules of academic integrity and professionalism, the importance of personal initiative and accountability, and the evolving nature of historical knowledge. 

